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The List of Hoccleve's Minor Poems in the Ashbarnham MS. 133 is at p. 
xxvii of the Forewords. Hoccleve's only other work is his BegetnciU of Princes, 
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FOREWORDS. 



S 1. Hoceleye's Life and dated Poems, 
p. Wi. (The Ashbumham MS, 

p. XXTii). 

§ 2. His Love of Chaucer, p. zzz. 



S 8. His Patrons, Associates and Cha- 
racter, p. xxxiv. 

§ 4. Comments on some of his Poems, 
Metre and Language, p. xxxix. 



§ 6. Text-copying, and Thanks to Helpers, p. xIt. 

HoccLBVB most have got his name, says Mr. Kirk, from the 
pleasant village of Hockliffe in Bedfordshire,^ on the Roman road, 
Watling St, 4| miles S. of Wobom, and 3| R of Leighton Buzzard.^ 

^ At Mr. Overend's suggestion, Mr. Kirk searcht the Subsidy Rolls. Those 
for Hoccleve's Other's time seem to be lost, but earlier ones mention a Richard 
de Hoclyre, who may (or may not) have been the poet's grandfather. 

Lay Subsidy Roll, Bedford, U. 

tS Edw. II (July. 1809-10), Roll of a 26th granted to the King. 
Hundred of Manshead. Hokkely ve. (28 names. ) 
Of Richard de Hokkelyve, 4«. 6K 
Of the Master of Hokkelyve, ftf . bd. 
Sum of the whole township, 7Za. 

t8 Edw. II (July, 1814-16), Roll of a 20th and 15th granted to the King. 

Township of Hocly ve. 
Of the Hospital of Hocly ve, 6t. 6d, 
Of Richard de Hoclyve, 5«. M, 
88 names. 
Sum of this township, 4/. 1«. O^d, 

H. 

[10 Edw. II, July, 181617], Roll of a 16th granted to the King. 

Townriiip of Hoclyve. 
Of the Master of the Hospital, 9«. 
Of Richard de Hoclyve, 6«. 5H 
80 names. 
Sum of the township, 4/. 1«. lOd, 

6 Edw. Ill (no month), a 15th and a 10th. *' Hoclyve." 
Only 15 names. The Master of the Hospital is mentioned, but no surname of 
Hoclyve. Sum 26«. 6d. 

On " Occleve or Hocclyf,'* Bedfordshire, Tanner says. Vet, Man,, B 2, back), 
" Here was an hospital of a master and several brethren, as ancient as King 
John's Reign. It was dedicated to St John Baptist" See too Dugdale, VI. 
iL 758. t No month given. 

Mr. Stevenson suggests that Hoceleve must have been a West-countryman, 
as Cleves prevail in the West We Thames folk know Cleve Lock and Mill 



viii § 1. Rocchoe*s Life and dated Poems. Bom 1368-9. 

The chief authorities for the life of Hoccleve are his Male Regie 
in the Phillipps MS, his Dialog with the old Beggar in his Begement 
of PrinceSj his Complaint and Dialog with a friend in the Durham 
MS, and the entries about him in the Privy-Council Proceedings 
and the Patent and Pells-Issue Eolls. 

In his Dialog (a.d. 1421-2), p. 125-6 below, Hoccleve speaks 
of Henry V's victories in France, and of Humfrey, Duke of Gloster, 
being Lieutenant of the Kingdom (125/533) while Henry was in 
Prance. This was from 10 June, 1421, to 31 August, 1422, when 
the King died at Yincennes. In the same poem Hoccleve says, 
'* Of age am I fifty winter and thre.'' He must therefore have been 
born in 1368-9. The date of his englishing of De Regimine Prin- 
cipum is 1411-12 ; and in that poem he says, that he had been then 

above Streatley and Goring ; and if this Cleve could be added to the Berk- 
shire river Ock which joins the Thames at Abingdon, we should get Occleve. 
Walker's Ghzeiteer, 1801, gives :— 

**Cl€eve, Devonsh. near Cnlliton. Cleeve, Glouc, in Westbnry parish. 
CU&ve, Bishop* 8^ Glouc, 6 miles from Tewkesbury. Cleeve Prior, Wore., 6 
miles N.E. of £vesham. 

'* CUve, Kent, near Iffhtam, or Ilkham. CZ0V0, Kent, in the Isle of Thanet. 
Cfow, Shropsh., S. of Wem. CUve, Somers., near Bridgewater. Clevedon, 
Somers., on the sea-side, nearly opposite to the Flatholm. Cleveland ^ Yorksli., 
N. Biding, a tract on the borders of Durham. CUvelod, Wore. Cleve, Old, 
Somersetsn., S.W of Watchet. Cleverton, Wilts., near Malmsbury." 

The ffocka are well scattered, tho most of the Oeks are in the West. The 
nearest name in sound to Hoccleve, besides the Hockliffe given above, is 
Uocklough in Northumberland, near Allanton. Walker gives : — 

^* HockenhaXl, Chesh., near Tarvin. Hockerell, Hertfordsh., near Bishop's 
Stortford. Hockerill, Dorsetsh., near Nottington and Broadway, ffockerton. 
Netting., N.E. of South weU. Rocket, Kent, near Marden. Roekford, Devonsh., 
in Stockworthy parish. • Rockham, Oreat and Little, Norf., W. of Buckenham. 
. . . Rockfu>ld, Norfolk. Rockley in the Role, Bedf., 5 miles N. of Dunstable. 
Rocklcy in the Role, Essex, near S. Fambridge, in a miry road, often overflowed 
in the winter. It is a long rause of houses, cniefly inns. Rockridge, Devonsh., 
N.W. of Exeter. Rockring, Norfolk, N.E. of E. Dereham. Rockwold, Norf., 
8 miles from Brandon. Rockworlhy, Devonsh., N. of Stamford Peverel. 
Rocomb Rill, Middlesex, between Mill Hill and Highwood HilL 

** Ock, a river in Berkshire, which runs into the Thames at Abingdon. Ock, 
a river in Devonshire, which runs into the Towridge, below Hatherley. . . . Ock- 
hrookg, 5 miles from Derby. Ockcnden, N, and S., Essex, S. of Craiihara. . . . 
Ockcridge, Gloucestersh., a hamlet to Bisley. Ockerton, Oxfordsh., W. of Ban- j 

Imry. Ockford, Doi-setsh., in March wood Vale. Ockford, Child, Superior and ' 

Inferior, Dorsetsh., E. of the Stour. Ockford Fitzpaine, Dorsetsh., 8 miles S.E. 
of Sturminster, Newton. Ockham, Surrey,S.E. of Woking. OckleaUm, Chesh., 
S. of Middlewich. Ockley, Bucks., N.W. of Tame. Ockley, Worcestersh., near , 

Sal warp. Ockley, Great and Little, Northamptonsh., by Rockingham Forest. 
Ockley- Park-Rouse, Shropsh., near Ludlow. Ockold, Suffolk, S. of Eye. Ocull 
and Ocull'Pichard, N.E. of Hereford." 



§ 1. Hoccleves Life, Unterd the Privy-Seal Office at 19. ix 

24 yean, come Easter, in the Privy-Seal Office.^ He must have 
therefore gone into that* Office in 1387-8, when he was 19 or 20 
years old. Let us say 1387, and then the date fits the first document 
in which Hoccleve is mentioned in the Privy-Council Proceedings 
and Ordinances, 1386-UOO, ed. Nicholas, 1834, vol i, p. 88 :— 

["Additional MS in Brit Mus. 4596, Art 128, a modem tran- 

* ** In the office of the prive-seel I wone ; 802 

To write there is my custume and wone 
Unto the seel, and have twenty yere 
And foore, come Elutren, and that is nere." — Ed. Wright, p. 29. 

And again, at p. 37 of the same Roxboighe Club book, and p. xvii below :— 

" What man that twenty yere and more 
In writyng hath contynnec^, as haue I, 
I doe wele sey it smerteth hym fuit sore 
In every veyne and place of his body ; 
And yen most it greveth truly, 
Of ony craft that man kan ymagyne : 
Fader, in feith, it spilt hath wemy me." 

Sir Harris Nicolas says, in his Preface to voL vi of The Proeeeding$ and 
Ordinanee$ qf the Privy Council of England^ 1887, p. cxlii — ^iii : 

" the Crown made several attempts to render the Privy Seal, and even the 
King's Signets of eaoal authority to the Great SeaL 

•• The Privy Seal was in the Custody of the Clerk of the Privy Seal, who was 
sometimes called the Keeper, and afterwards Lord Privy Seal,* who was a 
Member of the King's Council as early as the reign of Edward the Third, and 
who was then, if not before, a responsible Minister of the Crown. The Signet, 
and perhaps the other Small Seals, which will be again alluded to, were slways 
kept by the King's Secretary, or by the King himselt" 

The King's Signet was in the custody of his Secretary, as his private letters 
were signd with it The Clerk of the Signet wrote out such Grants or Letteis 
Patent as past, by Bills signd by the King, to the Privy SeaL This Signet- 
seald copy was a Warrant to the Privy Seal ; and the Privy Seal was a Warrant 
to the Great Seal : Lord Coke, Second Institute 556 ; Nicolas, ib, clxxxvi — vii. 
Statutes checking the wrong uses of the Signet and Privy Seal for illegal grants 
&c are 18 Ric II (1389), 8 Hen. IV (1406), and 18 Hen. VI, ch. L 

As to the King's Secretary and the holder of the Privy Seal, Sir H. Nicolas 

aays, ib. cxzxii — ^iv : 

"While learning was to l>e found only in the cloister, the King's Secretary 
was a I^est ; and a lavman never apitears to have held that situation until the 
middle of the reign of King Henry VI IL After a few years' service he was 
frequently promoted to the office of Keeper of the Privy Seal, and was some- 
times rewarded with a Mitre .... Thougn the first of the King's Secretaries, of 
whom the name has been discovered, was a Member of the Council, it was not 
until towards the middle of Henry the Sixth's reign that they were always Privy 
Councillors. As the affairs of the Country were then conducted f^ntirely by the 
King and his Continual or Privy Council, his Secretary, when a Member of the 
Council, of course shared the responsibility of the other Councillorn ; but except 
in being one of the King's Councillors, he was a mere executive Officer, answerable 
only to the Sovereign himself ..." 

Coke's Second InttUnU, p. 564. 



X § 1. Hocclcve*8 Life, Privy- Seed Office, Traind as a Pried. 

script. This document is presumed to belong to about the 9th or 
10th Kia II. (22 June, 1385, to 21 June, 1387),^ as Sir John Clnn- 
vowe, who is mentioned therein, was retained to seiTe in the King's 
expedition into Scotland in 1385, and is supposed to have died before 
April 1390.] 

'* Sensuent les nouns des persones as quaux le Consail estoit 
accordez que briefs de liberate soient grantez pour les causes desouz 
expressees, snr les fees et annuitees a eux grantez et confermez .... 

'KoTLsieur Johan Clanvowe | Par cause quils furent ovesque le 

Monsieur Robert Whitteneye > Roy en Escoce .... 

Monstet^r Thomas Bret j 

Thomas Hoccleve^ \ 

Robert Frye f Par cause quils sount clers en Toffise du 

Johan Hethe ( prive seal.* 

WilHam Flete ) 

Hoccleve meant at first to be a priest 3; — "I whilom thought 
Have ben a preest ; now past is the raas." De Reg,, p. 52, 1. 1147-8. 
He probably enterd the Privy-Seal Office till he could get a benefice 

* The payment to Hoccleve referred to in the Privy-Council proceedings has 
not been found in any of the rolls for 1385-7. It may have been of a similar 
nature to the payment made to the Chancery clerks in 1387, in the Pells Issue 
Rolls for Easter, 10 Ric. II : — Payment to divers clerks of the Chancery of tfi€ 
King's gift^ for their labour in copying Chancery enrolments and sending them 
to the Exchequer for execution. 

The roll for Easter, 10 Ric II (A..D. 1387), contains a payment of 6Z. 135. Ad. 
to Guy de Hoclyiff, one of the clerks in the office qf the Privy Seal, sent by order 
of the Lords of the Council as messenger to the King, '*for certniii matters 
touching the state of the King and the Kingdom." — ^R. G. Kirk. 

' Mr. Kirk cannot find any entries relating to Hoccleve or his fellow-clerks 
in the Pells Issue Rolls of 1388-90, tho there are others relating to payments for 
parchment, to Chaucer, &c : — 

1388, Easter, 11 Ric II. Payment to John Blyth (as below). 

1388, Mich., 12 Ric II. 20 October, Tuesday. To John Blyth, *« pergame- 
narius" of Lincoln, for parchment bought of him ''as well for the office of 
the Privy Seid, as for the Great Excheouer and the Receipt thereof," kc., 

lOL [This is probably the ** Blith " mentioned in later entries. See 

Appendix]. 

1389, Easter, 12 Ric II. Three payments to Blyth and another, for parchment 
Two Chaucer entries. 

1389, Mich., 13 Ric II. Two payments to Blyth. Six Chaucer entries. 

1390, Easter, 13 Ric II. Three payments to Blyth. Six Chaucer entries. 
1390, Mich., 14 Ric II. Two payments to BIytn. Six Chaucer entries. 

John Prophete (see p. xiv below, note 1) is described as "Clerk" only. 
Payment to ''the Clerks of the Chancery." (See also Easter, 11 Ric. II. 
They seem to have had occasional "retoarda** in the same way as the Clerks 
in the Privy-Seal office). 

' Miss L. T. Smith says, in Anglia v. 15, that it may be concluded he was 
bred to the law. This was only because he livd in Chester's Inn. 



§ 1. Hocd:s TAfe. Pensiond in 1399. " Letter of Cupid " 1402. xi 

proiuist him, and then meant to be ordaind and take the endowment. 
But no benefice came. Instead, after twelve years' office-work, Hoc- 
cleve got from Heniy IV, on Nov. 12, 1399, (six weeks after bis 
accession), the grant of j£10 a year for life, or until the King shouhl 
promote him to an ecclesiastical benefice, without cure of souls, worth 
X20 a year, in other words, quarter him on a convent^ (see Ajipendix 
I). The first payment of this Annuity, to Michaelmas 1400, namely 
£S I5s. 3d., was made to Hoccleve on Dec. 13, 1400 (App. II). 
The Eoll for Easter, 2 Hen. lY, 1401, is missing, but no doubt the 
poet drew his half-yearly £5, as we know he did the payment due 
at Michaelmas (App. III). Then in 1402 he gets his Easter £5 
on April 26 (App. lY a), but out of his Michaelmas money fifteen- 
pence is deducted (App. lY b). 

In 1402, Hoccleve wrote his Letter of Cupid, printed in some of 
the black-letter Works of Chaucer, and below, p. 72-91. He based 
it mainly on Christine de Pisan's UEpidre au Dieu tJC Amours^ the 
first poem in vol. ii of her Works just issued for 1891, by the Old 
French Text Society^ p. 1-27, in 826 lines, and complaind how in 
Albion, above all lands, men shamd tears and sighs to deceive 
women, and then forsook them. His date of the month of May for 
the poem is borrowd from Christine de Pisan : needless to say that 
he never alludes to her. (See Notes at the end of this voluma) 

On Oct. 15, 1403, Hoccleve gets his Annuity only by giving up 
£1 of it to the King, and taking X9 for ten (App. Y). Next half 
he is probably hard-up, as he draws his half-yearly Easter £5 on 
March 6, 1404 (App. YI). The Michaelmas-1404 and Easter-1405 
KoUs contain no entry of payment to Hoccleve, and he may then 
have written his appeal to the Lord Chancellor, p. 58 below, for 
payment of his arrears ; but he gets his £5 for Michaelmas 1405 and 
Easter 1406 (App. YII, YIII). On Aug. 14, 1406, he is paid 
£3 (k, 8t^. for parchment, ink and red-wax that he'd bought of divers 
folk for work of the Privy-Seal Office (App. IX). 

1 Compare the case of Thomas Purde, one of the PriTy-Seal Clerks in 
Henry VIII's reign, "21 May, 1509. For Thomas Purde. To have a pension 
which the late created abbot of the Monastery of Hyde is bound to give to a 
clerk of the King's nomination." — CaUndar <^ State Fapen, Domestic, L 12, 
no. 75. ' Prof. Paul Meyer told me this. 



xii § 1. Hoccleve hissing Girls. His "Male Regie" of 1406. 

In the last quarter of 1406, our poet wrote La Male Regie de T. 
Hoceleue, p. 25-39 below, in which he begs my namesake '' my lord 
the Fourneval . . . {^at now is tresorer ** to pay him his Michaelmas 
£5 ; he dares not ask for the arrears^ due to him, p. 38, st. 53. In 
this poem Hoccleve also confesses his ill-regulated youth, and says 
that for twenty years past he had eaten and drunk outrageously,^ — 
ever since he 'd been in the Privy-Seal Office, if not before, — had 
frequented wine-houses, gone after pretty girls at the Paul's Head 
Tavern,^ treated em to wine and wafers, and kist em, but hadn't 
"done the deed" (p. 28-30), owing, no doubt, to his cowardice, 
which he confesses made him keep quiet and out of rows. He was 
well known to the taverners and cooks at Westminster Gate, paid 
them whatever they askt, and was cald "a verray gentil-man" (p. 
31). After eating and drinking there, instead of going back to the 
Privy-Seal Office, he 'd take a boat ; and the boatmen fought for him 
because he always paid so well, and they cald him "Master" (or 
Squire), the name of a gentleman by birth or office, which tickled 
his vanity. 

Hoccleve's appeal of 1406 to " my lord the Fourneval" seems to 
have produced £5 (App. X). On 12 July, 1407, Hoccleve gets his 
Easter £5 (App. XI), and on 15 July £3 6«. Sd., part of £7 9s, lO^d, 
due to him for parchment, ink and red wax (App. XII). But at 
Michaelmas, no pay is forthcoming, and so, on behalf of himself and 
his fellow-clerks, Baillay, Hethe* and Offortle, Hoccleve writes to 
Sub-Treasurer Somer the Balade and Roundel on pages 59-60 below, 
praying him to get em their pay before Christmas. This pay seems 
to be for salaries, not annuities. But on 16 Jan., 1408, Hoccleve 
gets £4: 38. 2^d., the balance of the £7 98. lO^d. due to him for 16 

^ As Hoccleve*8 side-note to his past year's dues is " Annus ille fuit Te5{tric- 
tionis annuitatum,*' he probably refers to the Act of 7 Henry IV (a.d. 1405), eh. 
16, entitled, ** Annuities graunted by the King or his Ancestors of an older date 
shall be payed before them that were graunted of a later date." — Pulton, 268. 

' This stanza (826) is quoted from a scribbled poem on a blank leaf of Register 
O of the Dean and Chapter of Canterbury, in the 9th Report of the Hist. MSS. 
Commission, p. 108, coL 1. 

' On its site, with that of Paul's Brewhouse, stood afterwards the St. Paul's 
Coffee-house, at the comer of the entrance from St. Paul's Churchyard to 
Doctors' Commons. — Cunningham. * See Hethe's name, p. z above. 



§ 1. Hoed* s freak Pensioii. His " Regement ofPi%nct$ " 1412. xiii 

month's parchment, ink, and red wax (App. XllI) ; on 4 Feb., 1408, 
he is paid his half-yearly annuity of £5, due at Michaelmas, 1407. 
In 1408 Hoccleve also gets his Easter £5 on July 7 (App. XV), 
while his Michaelmas £5 is paid on Feb. 13, 1409 (App. XYI). In 
1409 he surrenders his Annuity of £10, and on May 17 has a fresh 
grant of an Annuity of £13 6«. Sd. from Michaelmas, 1408 (App. 
XVII). Six days after, on May 23, he gets his first half-yearly 
Easter payment of his increast annuity, £6 13$, 4d, (App. XVII [), 
and the like sum for Michaelmas, on Nov, 22, 1409 (App. XIX). 

A few days before May 1, 1410,^ if I read the lines aright, Hoc- 
cleve writes a chirpy poem to Somer, — then Sir Henry Somer, Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, — from their Temple^ Club, " the Court of 
good Company," p. 64-6 below, reminding him that he was to give 
em a good dinner on May-day, and had promist them £2 to buy 
flour or wheat On June 23, 1410, Hoccleve is paid 22^. 2d. for 14 
month's ink, parchment and red wax (App. XX) ; on the following 
July 17 he gets his Easter £6 13^. 4<i., but no payment is made to 
him for Michaelmas (App. XXI), till July 8, 1411, when he gets his 
overdue £6 I3s, id. (App. XXII). On 26 Feb., 1412, his annuity 
for the whole year 1411 is paid to him (App. XXIII). The Koll 
for Easter, 1412, is missing, and no payment to Hoccleve is on the 
Michaelmas Roll. So it was doubtless in 1412 that he wrote his 
liegemefU of Princea^ or De Regimine Princiimm^ to Henry, Prince of 
Wales, who became King Henry V on 21 March, 1413. On Kov. 5, 
1412, Hoccleve is paid 32«. for parchment and ink (App. XXIV), 
by the hands of John Welde, afterwards his clerk. 

Lta Male Regie of 1406 records Hoccleve's fast life. His larks, of 
course, required a good income, and he seems at one time to have had 

^ The dftte is settled in this way. The Club dinner is to be on Thursday, 
May 1. I ask Prof. Skeat if he can tell me in what year, after 1408, May 1 falls 
on Thursday ; and he answers, "Tos, certainly 1 The Prayer-book Calendar 
marks May 1 as 6. Let this be Thursday. Then c = Friday, d = Saturday, 
and € = Sunday. So the Sunday-letter is E. 

The tables of yean for which £ is the Sunday-letter include 14^0, 14S2, 
1427, 1482, 1488, 1449, and 1455. You can take your pick: 1410 looks 
probable. Yours ever, W. W. *Skeat." 

' Probably the Middle Temple, to which Chester's Inn, where Hoccleve 
livd, belongd. See Note, p. xviii below. 



xiv § 1. Hoccleve's Life, His Poverty: has only £4 a Year, 

private means — see the extracts below; — ^but even in 1406 his 
** rentes annuel" ** too scarso been, greet costes to susteene/* 36/361-2 
below; the return from his "manuel labour" can be hardly seen 
or felt ; and by 1411-12, he tells us three times over in his Regemeitfy 
that (besides his annuity) his income is but six marks, £4, a year 
(34/935, 36/974, 44/1217). This £4 must have included both his 
rents — if he had any left — and his salary from the Privy SeaL The 
Chief of the Office^ probably paid his clerks himself, out of his 20«. 

^ In the earlier entries in voL L of the Proceedings and Ordinances of tlie 

Privy Council^ the name of " le gardein de notre prive seal " is not given. Those 

named afterwards — but who may have been appointed earlier, — are, in 

1402, April 2. Thomas Langley, Keeper of the Privy Seal. — ib. i. 188. 

1407, Nov. 16. John Prophete"^ (i 800-1, "Maist .... Prophete, gardein de 

noire prive [seal] " ; ii. 79, *' John Prophete, Secretaire du Roys, notx% sonverain 

seigneure" ; Sec to the King in Sept 1402. — ib. 78).' 
1417, Feb. 16. H. Ware (ii. 204 : Feb. 16, 4 Hen. V, "H. Ware, custode pri- 

vati sigiUL") 

1421, July 1. John Stafford (ii 287 ; 1 Hen. VI, vi 844), and till 1422, Dec. 
16 (iiL 8). 

1422, Dec 16. William Alnewyke (iii 8), and on 16 July, 1424 (vi 846), and 
on 14 March, 1426 (vi. 348). Also frequently after he was Bp. of Norwich, as 
10 March, 1427, *' Episcopus Norwicen^, custos privati sigilli " (iii. 255), and 
in 1429 (iu. 426), &c. 

1434. William Lyndewode (iv. 202, "custos privati sigilli") and "utrinsque 
juris doctor," iv. 69. (When secondary in the Privy-Seal Ofl5ce, he had £40 
a year, with clothing, furs and lining: see in v. 150-1 the Petition to the 
King, June 3, 19 Hen. VI, A.D. 1441, of "your poevere clerc, Adam Moleyns, 
secondaiy in y* office of your prive seal, for such yerly reward and clothing 
for y* said office . . as was paiea and delivered to Maister William Lyndewode, 
late secondary in y* said office .... in monnaye to be understands zl. tu and 
clothing, furrur and lynyng as y* sai(f William Lyndewode receyved.**) 

1437. Thomas Beckington (v. 18, 313, "Th. Bekyngton . . Custos privati 
sigilli"; 835 (a..d. 1439, "Thomas Bekynton, legum doctor. Regis secre- 
tarius") ; 887 (a.d. 1439, "Bekynton, secretario") ; 850 (a.d. 1439, "Thome 
Bekynton, legum doctoris "), kc. 

1441. Adam Moleyns (v. 151, "Rex mandavit Cnstodi privati sigilli sui nt 
acceptaret Adam Moleyns, clericum, tunc consilii sui secundarium officii, 
custodisB privati sigilli, prout et diu Custos fuit antequam in custodia ejusdem 
privati sigilli sui fuit assumptiM , recipiendo . . . xl ti singulis annis,") &c 

1444. Thomas Beckington, Bishop of Bath (vl 24; Feb. 1, 22 Hen. VI: 
"Youre humble chapellain, Thomas, bishop of Bath, keper of youre prive 
seal" [Adam Moleyns was present at the Council on Jan. 26. — ibid.Yi 

1446. Bishop of Winchester (so Index, vi. 408 : vl 51, July 24, Hen. VI : " my 
Lon} of Chichestrtf, keper of his prive seal "). 

1450. Andrew Holes (vi. 98 : May 17, 28 Hen. VI : "To our right trusty and 
welbeloved clerc, Maister Andrew Holes, keper of oure prive seel "). 

For particulars respecting the Privy Seal Office, says Mr. Kirk, see the 

1 He hsd 90«. a day. 

a " Master John Prophete was api)ointed Kuper cf tkt Privp 8eai on 4 October, 8 Henxy 
IV., 1400. See Issue Roll for Easter, 8 Hen. IV. Previonsly he was described as foUuws :— 

(1400). Mich. 9 Hen. IV. He is called Dean of Hereford, and had been * retained' as one 
of the King's cooncillors. 
(1405). Mich. 7 Hen. IV. John Prophet or Profjrt, clerk, the King's Secretary."— B. G. Kirk. 



§ 1. Hoccleves Life. His Marriage, Waste in YmUh, xv 

a day, as little as he could : no payment of salary to Hoccleve, or 
any of the fellow-clerks he names, is on the Issue Bolls. At any 
rate, whatever money he had, he spent on drinking, stuffing, and 
girls; and then, as no henefice or corody was given him, he tired of 
waiting for it, and drifted into marriage : 

Harl. 4866, If. 26, bk. 
I gasyd longe firste, & waytid faste 1451 

After some benefice, and whan non cam. 
By proces I me weddid^ atte laste. 
And, God it wot, it sore me agaste 1454 

To bynde me / where I was at my lai^ ; 
But done it was : I toke on me |>at chaige. 

ed. Wright, p. 53, st. 208, 1. 1456. 

He married for love, not money (Reg, 56/1559-61), and after his 
'' skittish youth '* (as the old Beggar terms his own gay time. Beg, 
22/590) settled down into poverty and sad old age : no more treating 
and kissing the pretty plump girls at the Paul's Head. 

Here is the account he gives of his prodigality in youth, p. 156-7 : 

HarL 486, If. 76, bk. st. 623, p. 156, ed. Wright 

A-mong folies aUe, is non, I leiie, 4355 No roiiy u 

More fan a« man his gode ful largely STm'Si.i^Mo 

Despende, in hope* men wol hym releeve. fjfhl?'*tfmt^' 

Whan his gode is despendid vtterly,* »>*■ <>o»»«*« *» 

The indigent, men sette no thyng by. 4359 wb«n he** 

I, Hoccleue, in swich case^ am gilty, — yis me f^'thi*. 

touchith, — 
So seith pouert, which oon foole large him vouchith. 

st 624, p. 157. 

For ^gh I neuer were of hy degree, 4362 

Ne had[de] mochil gode, ne gret richesse, Tho* i never 

Jit hath pe vice of prodigalite Jh i"I?m' 

Smerted me sore, & done me hevynesse. prodigal. 

He ^t but litil hath, may done excesse 4366 

In his degree, as wel as may |>e riche, 
Thogh hir dispenses were nat ylyche.* 4368 

Deputy Keeper's Reports, H. 38, 84, 70 ; the Gaide to the Pablio Records, by 
S. R. Bird ; the Report of the Record Commissioners, 1887, &c. The oflSce of 
Clerks of the Privy Seal was abolished by Act of 14 and 15 Victoria, c 82. 
(See Deputy Keeper's Reports, XIII. 4.) 

^ I weddede me, Reg. ' a Reg, om. H. ' hop H, hope Reg. * MS. viterly. 
* swich a case H, suchd case Reg. * lyche H, ylyche Reg. 



xvi §1. Hocdeve's Life. His Wastefulness, and Pave^iy, 1412. 



I opend my 
pone 

till it WM 

empty; 

and I shall 
get nothing 
unlets yon, 
O Prince, 
give it me. 



I repent my 

misguided 

life. 



8t. 625. 

So haue 1 plukkid at my purses^ strynges, 4369 

And made hem often for to^ gape and gane, 
j)at his smal stuf hath take hym to his wynges, 
And hath 1-swome^ to be my welthes bane, 
But if releef a-way my sorwe* plane ; 4373 

And whens it come shal, can 1 nought gesse, 
Mi lorde, but it iprocede of your hynesse, 4375 

St. 626. 
I me repente of my mysrewly^ lyfe : 4376 

Wherfor, in f e wey of savacioii 
I hope I be ; my dotage excessyf e 
Hath put me to swich castigaciofi, 
])at indigence hath dominaciou 4380 

On me / O, had I help, now wold I f ryue ; 
And so ne did I neuer^ ^it in my lyue. 4382 

si 627. 
My yeerly guerdofk, myn annuite, [if. 77] 4383 

That was me graunted for my long labour, 
Is al behynde ; I may noght payed be ; 
Whiche causeth me to lyue[n] in langour. 
liberal prince, ensample of honour, 4387 

Vn-to your grace lyke it to promoote 
Mi poore estat,^ and to my woo beth boote. 4389 

St. 628. 
And, worfy prince, at Cristes reuerence, 4390 

Herkeneth what I schal seyn, and be® noght greued. 
But lat me stande in your beneuolence ; 

For if myn hertes wil wiste were and preeued, 
How you to loue it stired is and meeved, 4394 

Ye shulden knowe / Y your honour and welfe, 
Triste^ and desire, and eek your soules hel))e, &c 4396 

Over his writing or copying work, Hoccleve groans to his old 
Beggar, De Beg., p. 36-7 : 



If I can get 
help, I shall 
tlirive for the 
first lime. 



My anmiity 

Is In arrear; 
I can't get 
paid. 

0, Prince, 
relieve me! 



I desire your 
well-being, 
and your 
■oul s health 
too. 



Manythhilc 
copying isn't 
hard work. 



Harl. 4866, If. 18, bk. st 142. 
H Many men, fadir, wenen fat writynge 
No trauaile is / ))ei hold it but a game : — 



988 



* purs H, purses Reg. ' for H, for to Reg. • swome Reg. * my sorwe away 
Reg. ■ myreuled Reg. • Hecui never as ne'er. ' Hoccleve's moral for the 
Prince, on not being paid, is that when he becomes King, he shouldn't (like his 
Father, understood) grant Annuities unless he's sure he can pay em ; for retrac- 
tion of payment kindles the hate of subjects. He'd better not grant any pensions 
at all, than fail to pay em, p. 172, st 685-7, I. 4789-4809. There's a good bit of 
advice in 1. 4898, p. 175, "No disdeyne have of the poores sentence (opinion)." 
« beth Reg. » Thurste Reg. 



§ 1. Hoccleves Life. His trying Work at tlu Privj/'Seal xvii 



Aart bath uo foo, but swicb folk vnkoDynge : — 
Bat wbo-6o list disport bym in ^t same, 
Let bym continue, and be shal fynd it grame : 
It is wel grettor labour ))an it seenietb ; 
})e blynde man of coloures al^ wrong deemetb. 

St. 143. 
U A writer mot tbre tbynges to bym knytte, 

And in tbo may be no disseuerance ; 
Mynde / ee^ / and band / non may fro otbir flitte, 
But in bem mot be ioynt contynuance. 
Tbe mynd, al boole witb-outen variance, 
On ))e ee^ and band / awayte mot alway, 
And ^ei two eek on bym ; it is no nay. 

St. 144, p. 37. 
H Wbo-60 scbal wryt^, may nat bolde a tale 

Witb bym and bym / ne synge^ tbis ne tbat ; 
But alle bis .wittes grete and smale 

Tber must appere, and balden^ bem tber-at, 
And syn be spek^^ may, ne synge nat, 
But botbe^ two be nedes moot forbeie : 
His^ labour to bym is tbe alengere.^ 

St 145. 
H Tbise** artificers, se I day be day, 

In )>e bot teste of al ber^^ bysynesse, 
Talken and synge,^^ and make game and play 
And fortb bir labour^^ passitb witb glaidnesse ; 
But we laboure^^ in traueillous stilnesse ; 
We stowpe and stare vpon ^ sliepes skyn. 
And keepe muste our song and^^ wordes in, 

St 146. 
H Wrytyng also dotb grete annoyes tbre. 
Of wbich ful fewS folk6s^* taken beede 
Sauf we oure self ; and ))ise, lo, ^i be : 

Stomak is on, wbom stowpyng out of dreede 
Annoyetb soore, and to our bakkes neede 
Mot it be greuous ; and pe tbrid, our yen,^* 
Vp^n tbe wbyte mocbel for to dryen. 

St. 147. 
H Wbat man ^at ^re and twenti^^ yere and more 
In wiyting batb continued, as baue I, 



992 Ju»t let'em 
liave » ffooU 
Uani atlt! 

994 



995 Aeopiermiut 
•Iwaj* 

work mind, 
•jre. And Iwnd 
together. 



999 
1001 



1002 HeeuiHUlk 
to other folk, 
or ting, 

but most gir« 
nil hfN wlu to 
hit work. 

1006 



1008 



1009 Workmen 



talk, efnii; 
and lark. 

1013 We labour in 
silence; 
■toopand 

1015 :ssiss£* 



1016 Ooroopytng 



hortii nor 

1020 T'A 



1022 



1023 



and our eye*. 



Anyone 
who's copied 
for SO years. 



^ Reg. omits 'al.' * eye Beg. ' On eye Reg. ^ synge Reg., sjmg H. 
^ holde Beg. * setthe speke he ne. ^ both H, bothe Reg. ^ Hir Reg., His H. 
» elengeer Reg. » jy^ jj. " for H. » simge Reg., spg H. " labure H, 
Ubouren Reg. ^^ and onr Reg. ^ om. folkes Reg. ^ even Reg. ^' MS. 
ly" H, twenty Reg. 

HOCCLEVE, M.P. b 



xviii §1. HoccVb Life. His Dread of Poverty. ^At Chester's Inn, 

•umfnf'ftw*ft ' ^ ^^ ^®^ ^y^ ^^ smerteth* hym ful sore 
*»«v«'ybit In euery2 veyne and place of his body ; 

^' And yen 3 most it greeueth trewely 1027 

It's nearly ^^ ^^7 craffce fat man can ymagyne : 

done for ni«. Fadir, in feith,* it spilt* hath wel ny myne.* 1029 

In like wise, Hoccleve says to the old Beggar, De Reg,^ p. 35 : 

si 138 (Harl. 4866). 
Had I ai- If bat I haddc of custume, or f is tyme, 960 

poXty^ '" Lyued in indigences^ wrecchednesse, 

The lesse heer-after schuldl I sette® by me ; 
I shouldn't But in myn age wrastle wtt/i* hardnesse, 

1^^ !!!^ir; That ivith hym strogHd^^ neuere in greennesse 964 

but the Of youth, — fat mutacion and chaunge 

Mnmge.' An-othir day me seeme shulde al straunge. 966 

St. 139. 
He fat neuere knewe swetnesse of wele, 967 

Thogh he it lakke ay / lesse hym grcue it shal, 
Than hym fat hath ben weleful yeeris^^ fele, 
And in effect hath felt no greef at al. 
frSJn'^v^eJ??! O pouert, God me shelde fro thy fal ! 97 1 

dtotlwri'iiTe ^ deth, thy strok is more agreable 

miaerabiy. To me fan lyue a lyf so miserable.^^ 973 

In the De Regimine (a.d. 1411-12) Hoccleve tells us that he livd 
at Chester's Inn in the Strand, ^^ where he also was, I suppose, as a 

* smerteth Reg., smerth H. ' euere H, euery Reg. ' than H. * feth H, 
feith Reg. * sete Reg. • me Reg. ' indigence and Reg. • actte Reg., sit W. 
* in Reg. *® neuere stroglid« Reg. ^* wele many yercs Reg. " So again on 
p. 65, St. 259, 1. 1811-13 : 

Wold honest dethe come, and me nvertenre, 
And of my gmv^ me ptitte in aeisyne. 
To all my greef that were a medieyne. 

*' On Chester's Inn, on part of the site of Somerset Honse, Strand, whoro 

Hoccleve and his wife livd in 1411-12, Sir George Buck, in his Appendix to the 

1615 edition of Stow's AnmUes^ says, when writing of the Third UniverHity, 

Ix>ndon, p. 477 : — 

** Of Strand Innc^ and of the Studies of these Innea of Chauneery^ cap. 25. 

"There was also another Inne of Chauncery in the Strand, called Chester Inne, 
or Strand Inne, which, togither with the houses of the Bishops of Clicster, of 
Worcester, and of Landaffe, and the Church of S. Mary in the Strand, were all 
in the yeere of our Lorde MDXXXXIX swalloweil vp in the foundation of the 
goodly palace built by the Duke of Somerset, Uncle Matemell to E. Edwanl 
the 6. and thus much for the foundation and institution of these Innes of 
Chauncery. For the other matters belonging vnto them, I am able to say by 
mine owne ox|»crience, that in these houses of Chauncery Hue and common 
together, Atturnies, Solliciters, and Clarks belonging to the Courts, as well of 
mere and strict law, as of cquitie and conscience. The chiefe or gouernour in 
euery luue of these Innes of Chauncery, is called Principall. And in these 



§ 1. Hoccleves Life, A jioor mmricd Man, and a Preacher, xix 

bachelor, handy for his Club in the Temple, for John Carpenter, — 
both before and after he was Town-Clerk of London, — and for City 
life in general, which he must have given up when he ranged 
himself, and settled into a poor married man. 

Then if we put Hoccleve's marriage and start of poet-Club life 
in 1410-11, we have our rake as a teacher, philosopher and reformer, 
in the De Regimine^ in 1411-12, and the Balades at p. 61 below, to 

hoases or coUedges the Tyrones and yonng Gentlemen, at their comming yp are 
initiated to make first here an essay and a triall of the studie of the Law, which 
if they like, and haue a desire to proceed, they remone shortly after to one of 
the Innes of Court, whereonto that house of Chaunceiy belongeth : for he can 
take no degrees in an Inne of Chauncery but such as I here laat named, which 
bee rather seruices and procurations than aduancements and honors. Euery 
Inne of Court hath two or three Innes of Chauncery belonging vnto it, vix. to 
the middle Temple belong New Inne, and sometimes [formerly] Strand Inne, 
To the inner Temple belong Cliffords Inne, Lyons Inne, and Clements Inne. 
Thauies Inne and Fumiuals Inne are members of Lincolns Inne. Staple Inne 
and.Bamarda Inne belong to Grayes Inne." . . . 

Hoccleve speaks twice of his home as a " pore cote : " De Reg, 81/845, 84/940. 

^ The late Thomas Wright says in his Preface to his edition of De Begimine 
for the Rozbnrghe Club, 1860, p. xiiL-xiv. : "Occleve tells us that he compiled 
his treatise De JUgimine Prineipum from three works which were very celebrated 
in his time. These were, in the first place, the supposititious epistle of Aristotle, 
addressed to Alexander the Great, and known by the title of Secretnm Secretorum ; 
secondly, the book of .£gidiu8 de Columna or Colonna, entitled De Regimin/i 
Prineijmmf and of which Occleye speaks as ' Gyles of Regement of Princes ' ; and 
lastly the well-known work of Jacobus de Cessolis, or Jacques de Cessoles, 
entitled the ' Game of Chess Moralized,* of which Caxton's celebrated book, ' Tlie 
Game of the Chess,' was a translation through the French." After the Proem, 
and the long account of himself by the old Beggar who advises and tells his 
story to Hoccleve, the poet, says Mr. Wright, **in his introductory part, com- 
plains of the neglect which was shown in his time to the old soldiers of the 
French wars of the preceding century (p. 32) ; of the great prevalence of covet- 
OQsnesB among the gentry (p. 48) ; of the eagerness of the churchmen after rich 
benefices, and of the prevalence of pluralism and absenteeism (p. 51 ) ; of the 
mischievous influence of the aristocracy in the courts of law (p. 54) ; of the evil 
practice of betrothing children in their infancy (p. 59) ; and of the frequency of 
adultery (p. 64). When he enters upon the subject of his book, he complains of 
the want of truthfulness among the knights of his time (p. 82), and of the 
absence of righteousness in England (p. 89) ; he urges the prince [after, Henry 
Y] to obey the laws when he should have become king, as one of the principal 
duties of royalty, and complains that in England the laws were neglected, and 
fends and outrages passed unpunished. Poor men could get no justice, while 
rich men committed crimes with impunity (p. 102). He especially urges the 
prince as king to protect the free election of the bishops in the cathedral 
ehnrchet (p. 104). In treating of Pity he condemns the ])ractice of granting 
pardons for offences, giving an illustrative anecdote of a king of ' this land * 

b 2 



XX §1. Hocd.'s Life, ffis Poems of Iil3,lil5,against0l(kastlf. 

the Prince of WoleB, and p. S6-7 to the Duke of Bedford, Regent of 
Fraace. On Klarch 21, 1112-13, the day of Henry V'a accession, 
when the English lords did homage to him at Kennington, Hoccleve 
appears aa a chttmpion of orthodoxy and the Church, and writes the 
King the Balade on p. 39-40, exhorting him to be just, to govern 
with equity, and strengthen his Mother, Holy Church, by driving 
out heresy. Early in 1413 atsu comes the Balade on p. 47-S, about 
Henry V's enmity to Heresy, and hie having Richard Il'e bones 
buried next to his Queen's in Westminster Abbey, one of the first 
things that the new King orderd to be done. On Sept. 28, 1413, 
Hocclevu got ail luspeximus and Confirmation by Henty V of his 
Annuity of ^13 6s. Sd., — provided he should not be retaind by any 
one else, — and a gnnt of his arrears from Michaelmas 1412 (App. 
XXV). Moreover, three days afl«r, on Dec. 1, 1413, tliis year's 
arrears were paid to Hoccleve (App. XXVI). In 1414, he has a 
clerk, John Wetdo, and by his hands gets £1 Ge, 8d. for 9 months' 
parchment, ink and red wax on Jan. 17 (App. XXVII) ; and on May 
2 his Easter £6 I3s. id. (App. XXVIII), but his Michaelmas one 
seems not to have been paid. For 1415 both his half-yearly instal- 
mente were paid, the second on Feb. 29, 1416 (App. XXIX, XXX). 
On Aug. 13, 1415, when Henry V, took ship for Harfleur, on his 
Agincourt campaign, Hoccleve wrote, or began, his Kemonstmnce 
with Oldcastle, p. 6-24, reproaching him for having left the Faith, 
for being God's foe 9/27, for having sold his soul to the Devil 
10/61 ; bidding him return to God 16/246, praying God for him 
16/265, damning to hell the heretics vho *d misled him, p. 17, 

(p. lis), and 4dTocateB th« panishmeDt of daath (p. 114). la the chapter on 

Mercy (p. 118), Occlere commetid* the mereiftil dUpoaitioua ot John of CaOLt 

aad hU son Henry IV (p. 120). And in treating of MargsBse' and avariee, be 

•psaka again of hU onn jroathfol prodigality, and repcati hie appeal for the 

purmsnt of hi» annuity (p. 1S6}. He oomplaiw of the ebaence of liberality 

a time <p. IS8). In apesking of Pmdenee, he coonMle the 

n eye to hie own grievance. Dot to grant panaiDni Dnieu ho 

n (p. 172). And, in his lait chapter, when treating of Peace, 

ronblee in England (p. 187) ; camplaJDa how unworthy people 

the world before tboee who wet* worthy, while the deaerving 

rd and Cambridge were neglected (p. 1S7) ; dncribei the 

jf Frsnce (p. 190); and deprecatea tUs hostility between 

id (p. 193). 



$ 1. Hoccl*8 Life. Foem against Otdcastle 1415. PaymcrUs. xxi 



.» 



«t. 35, hoping they'll be burnt here, 18/320; arguing Popish doc- 
trinee with them and calling them asses, 19/352 ; denouncing their 
rising in St. Giles's Fields in Jan. 1414, p. 20, st 49, defending 
images, p. 21, rebuking communism, p. 22, st. 57-8, declaring that 
the orthodox 'U go to Heaven, the heretics to Hell, p. 23, st 60, 
shaming Oldcastle for not fighting by Henry's side in France, p. 24, 
st 63, and appealing to him to flee the Devil and humble himself 
to Henry V, p. 24, st 64. 

As the Balade to Henry Y, on p. 62 below, begins ** Victorious 
Kyng," I incline to put it late in 1415 or in 1416, after Heniy's 
return to England from Agincourt In it Hoccleve refers to a 
*' bill " or petition by himself and two fellow-clerks — not three, 
as before 1408» p. 60, 1. 25-6 — for money for their "ful laborious" 
and "long service," 62/15 — 16, and says that if the King doesn't 
give em something, poverty will compel "us three to trotte vnto 
Newgate." It is curious that Hoccleve's 1416-£aster X6 13/f. M, is 
paid to him on July 8 by three instalments thro friends, — had he 
borrowd from any of themt — £2 thro Jn. Burgh,i g^, g^^ ^liro 
Eobert Welton, and X4 6«. M, thro Jn. Welde, Hoccleve's clerk. 
Moreover, he gets 13«. 4^. as a loan from the Treasury (App. XXXI). 

On Feb. 14, 1417, Hoccleve was paid, thro his clerk John 
Welde, £2 6#. M. for 4 months' ink and red wax, bought of Wnu 
Lucy (App. XXXII). 

His 1416-Michaelmas £6 13^. id. is paid him on March 13, 1417 
(App. XXXIII), and his 1417-£aster one on May 25, 1417 (App. 
XXXIV). His Michaelmas payment he takes in two instalments of 
£3 6«. 8<i each, on Nov. 30, 1417, and Feb. 10, 1418 (App. XXXV). 
In 1418, 1419, 1420, and 1421, the half-yearly payments of his 
Annuity are duly made within each year (App. XXXVI-VIII, XL- 
XLIV), and on July 10, 1419, he gets 12$. 2d. for 16 months' ink 
and red wax (App. XXXIX). 

Yet though he was drawing his Annuity regularly during these 
five years 1416-21, — and "by his own hands" on 13 March and 30 

^ Was thiB A reladye of the Benedict Burgh who finisht Lydgate's verse 
engliahiDg of the Secreta Seeretorum^ now in the press for the £. E. T. Soc., 
edited by Mr. R. Steele of Bedford t 



xxii § 1. HoccHs o Years* Madness. His " Conijplaiiit " &c. o/* 1422. 

Nov. 1417, 8 July 1419, 17 June and 26 Nov. 1420, and 5 July 
and 11 Nov. 1421, — Hoccleve, poor old fellow, tells us in his pitiful 
Complaint y p. 89-106 below, written in November 1421, as I sup- 
pose, or early in 1422, how he went mad five years befoi-e, p. 96-7, 
St. 6-8, but then recoverd, tho in Westminster Hall and London 
(city) his old friends tumd their heads from him. And yet, tho 
he luokt sane, " there never stode yet, wyse man on my fete," a 
true saying. He seems to have gone back for a short time — 
till, at least, near Michaelmas 1422 ; see below — to the Privy-Seal 
Office, p. 106, St. 43, and made up his mind to take his trouble as 
all for the best, p. 109, st. 67. Then he gives ua his Dialog with a 
Friend, in which he talks about his Complaint^ and the evils of 
counterfeit and light coin, from clipping and washing, about which 
he says that an Act of Parliament has been past, that makes the 
weighing of coin necessary. This is evidently the Act of 1421 a.d., 
9 Henry Y, chapter xi, enacting that no coin shall be good payment 
unless it is of the standard weight.^ Then Hoccleve says lie means 
to english the Latin Scite mori, "Leme for to dye" (p. 117). He 
is 53 ; his sight and mind are weakend (p. 119, st. 36), his insanity 
didn't come from book-study, but from his long iUness (p. 121, st. 61); 
he has long owd a book to the Lord-Lieutenant (during Henry V's 
absence in France, 10 June, 1421, to H.'s death, 31 Aug. 1422), 
Humfrey, Duke of Gloster, and took pen and ink to begin it as soon 
as he heard of the Duke's second return from France. (This was 

1 9 Henry V, ch. xi, a.d. 1421.— Sto/ttte*, ed. Pulton, 1686, p. 290-1. 

'* No English Gold shall be received in paymetU InUby the Kings weiaht. 

** Item, to auoid the deceits and perils which long hane continued within 
the Realme, by Washets, Cl^)per8, and Connterfeitors of the money of the 
Kealnie of England, to the great losse and damage of all the people of the same 
Realme : The King* by the aduioe and assent of all the Lords and Commons 
afisombled in this Parliament, hath ordained and stablished, that from Ghiistmas 
euen next comming, none of the King's liege people shall receine any money of 
English gold in payment, bnt by the Kings weigiit thereupon ordained. And 
because a great part of the gold now current in payment is not of rightfuU 
weight, nor of good alloy, the same shall be to the great losse and costs of the 
Kings subiects, vnlesse it please him to relieue them in this case : Our Soueraigne 
Lord the King, of his speciall grace, hath remised and pardoned to all his liege 
people which, betwixt this and the said Feast of Christmas, shall cause to be 
coyned of new at the Kings coinage within the Tower of London their money 
of gold that is not of iust weight nor of good alloy, that is to say, all that to 
him pertaineth for this new coinage of such gold as afore. Sauing alwaies to 
the Master of the Mint, and to other officers of the same, that which to them 
reasonably pertaineth." 



§1. HoccL's^CamplairU" &c. of U22, His Wife's Kindness, xxiii 

doubtless with Henry V and his French Queen on Feb. 3, 1421 : 
Halle, p. 105, ed. 1809). On p. 130, Hoccleve mentions the Duke's 
worthiness at Cherbourg (in 1418 1), his winning Constantine — 
seemingly in 1417^, — and his valour at the siege of Rouen, 1418 
(city surrenderd Jan. 19, 1419). But as the Duke likes dalliance 
with ladies (p. 135, st. 101), and Hoccleve's friend advises him to 
make amends to them for the o£fence they took— quite wrongly, as 
he well says on p. 137-8 — at his Letter of Cupid twenty years before, 
the poet resolves to english for them the tale of a true wife, — 
of Jereslaus or Gerelaus — from the Gesta Eomanarunij which he 
accordingly does, p. 136, &c. On p. 136, st 106, L 739-42, Hoc- 
cleve's wife turns up again ; so he no doubt had some one to look 
after him during his long illness and madness; and tho he says 
nothing about his wife's care of him, we may hope fairly (if not 
admit) that his stanza 57, p. 154, applies here : 

** In al the world / so louynge tendrenes^e 394 

Is noon / as is the loue of a womman. 
To hir chyld namely / & as I gesse, 
To hire housbonde also / where-of witnesse 397 

We weddid men may here / if fat vs lyke ; 

And so byhoueth / a thanke Vs to pyke," 399 

If for " namely / & " in L 396, we read " / and namely (specially) " 
wilh MS Reg. 17 D 6, the line runs better, and the testimony to the 
wife's affection is more emphatic But see p. xxxvii below. 

Having finisht this first Gesta story, and added the Mondization 
which wasn't in his book, but was lent him by his friend, p. 175, 
Hoccleve englishes the first Part of the Latin Scite man or " Leme 
to dye," and leaves the other three Parts alone, p. 212, st 132, 

1 A.D. 1418. Halle's ChrtmieU (1809), p. 88 : " To this siege came the 
dake of Gloucester, with therle of Suffolke and the lorde of Bargainy, whiche 
had taken the tonne of Chierhnrgh, and wer lodged hefore the porte of Sainct 
Hillarij, nerer their enemies hy fortie roddes then any other pemones of the 



arroie." 



' After Henry V took Caen in 1417, and the Duke of Gloster, Ldsieuz, Halle 

says {Chraniele, 1809, p. 80) that 

"diuerso tonnes in the country of Constantine wer surrendered to the duke 
of Gloucester, where he appoyncted these capitaines. 

"At Cauenton, the lorde Botraux. At Chiergurg [Cherbourg], the lord 
At Seint Clow, Reignold West Grey Cbdner, and after nis decease, 

At Valoignes, Thomas Buigh. sir water Hungerford." 



xxiv § 1. HoccVs Gesta Story qfJonathas. Wm. Brottme prints it. 



except thQ portion which tolls what joy and bliss are prepared for 
those who shall go hence to the heavenly city of Jerusalem, and the 
torment that is in Hell. Then, at the asking of his friend, who 
wants a tale to warn his son of fifteen against the wiles of women, 
Hoccleve englishes a second Gesta story, p. 218 &c., 6t the prostitute 
who beguild an Emperor's son (Jonathas) of his magic King, Brooch, 
and Cloth, tho at last he got them back again : the story of Fortu- 
natus, of which William Browne printed Hoccleve's text in his 
Sheplieards Pipe^ 1614. The MS winds up with an Envoy of the 

^ Browne praiaes Hocclere highly, and promises to print the rest of his 
works if this sample tale pleases. Iliis come after the Tale* Before, Browns 
says, p. 177, ed. 1869 :— 

I will sing what I did leere Of a skilfoll aged Sire, 

Long agon in laniueere, As we tosted by the fire. 

After the Tale, p. 196, Browne's JFbrib, ed. W. C. Hazlitt, ii 196-8, ed. 1869 1— 



WUly. 
By my hooke, this is a Tale 
"would befit our Whitson-ale : 
Better cannot be, I wist. 
Descant on it he that list 
And full gladly ^ue I wold 
The best Cosset m my fold 
And a Mazor for a fee, 
If this song thou'lt teachen me. 
Tis so quaint and fine a lay. 
That vpon our reuell day 
If I suug it, I might chance 
(For my paines) be tooke to dance 
With our Lady of the May. 

Roget, 
Rogd will not say thee nat, 
If thou deem'st it worth thy paines. 
Tis a song, not many Swaines 
Singen can ; and though it be 
Not so deckt with nycetee 
Of sweet words full neatly chuscd 
As are now by Shepheards vsed. 
Yet, if well yon sound the sence, 
And the Morals excellence. 
You shall finde it quit the while, 
And excuse the homely stile. 
Well I wot, the man tnat first 
Sung this Lay, did quench his thirst. 
Deeply as did euer one 
In tne Muses Helicon. 
Many times he hath been seen 
With the Fairies on the greene, 
And to them his Pipe did sound. 
Whilst they danced in a round. 
Mickle solace would they make him, 



And at mid-night often wake him, 
And convey him from his rooms 
To a field of yellow broome ; 
Or into the Medowes where 
Mints perfume the gentle Aire, 
And wnere Flora spends her treasure : 
There they would begin their measure. 
If it chanc'd nights sable shrowds 
MufQed CifUhia yp in clowds. 
Safely home they then would see him. 
And from brakes and quagmires free 

him. 
There are few such swaines as he 
Now adayes for harmony. 

WUlie t 
What was he thou praisest thus T 

Roget. 
SchoUervnto TUyrus: 
TUyrus the brauest Swaine 
Kuer lined on the plaine, 
Taught him how to feed his Lambes, 
How to cure them, and their Dams ; 
How to pitch the fold, and then 
How he should remoue agen : 
Taught him when the Come was ripe. 
How to make an oaten Pipe, 
How to ioyne them, how to cut them, 
When to open, when to shut them ; 
And with all the skill he had, 
Did instnict this willing lad. 

WUlie, 
Happy surely was that Swaine ! 
And he was not taught in vaine : 
Many a one that prouder is, 
Han not such a song as this, 



§ 1. Lady WedmorlaTid, Ikdicatee of ffoccVs " CotnplaiiiL*' xxv 

Volume to "my lady of Westmorland" by her ''humble servant 
. . . T Hoccleve." 

Now, assuming that the allusions and dates above given fix the 
date of the Complaint MS to the winter of 1421 or the early part 
of 1422, and assuming that Hoccleve, after his long illne^ts and in 
his perpetual want of money, sent the MS to Lady Westmorland 
as socm as it was written, it is clear — say my good friends, Norroy 
King at Arms (G. E. Cokayne) and Horace Round (whose letter 
dated 1 March 1883 has just turnd up again)— that the Lady was 
John of Gaunt's daughter Joan (by Katherine Swinford), who was 
Countess of Westmoreland from 1397 to 1 425, and Dowager Countess 
from 1425 to 1440.^ But if any reader thinks that Hoccleve did 
with the Durham MS. what he did with the Phillippe, put several 
poems of later date with others of early ones, he can take his choice 
of two other Countesses of Westmoreland, Elizabeth and Maigaret, 
before Hoccleve's death in 1450 (1), according to Norroys pedigree 
printed below.* 



And hit horKS all in sweate, 
In the Ocean ooole their heate : 
Seuer we onr aheepe, and fold them ; 
T'will he night ere we haue told them. 



And hane garlands for their meed, 
That but iarre as SkeUon§ reed. 

RogeL 
Tis too true : But see the Sunne 
Hath his ioomey fally ran ; 

Thomas Occleeve, one qf the priuy Seak, eompoted Jlrst this tale, and toas 
neurr till now imprinted. As this shall please, I may be draunie to publish the 
rest qf his tcorkes, being all perfect in my hands. Hee wrote in Chavcems Hme, 

^ She was buried at Lincoln with her mother Katherine (Swinford), for whom 
she had founded a Chantry there in 1487-8. Her first husband died between 
Sept 1410 and Sept 1411. 

Lm!j MarniTt SUflbrd = Ralph Narlll, cr. Babl or WmMOBLAVD =« bwlr Jomi BMufort (widow 

- — ----- of 8lr Ruberi Ferrert) da. 



da. of Hach. Karl of 
Stafford. Ow died 
before 1317. 



1997— ob. SI Oct 1425 



of John %A Gaaot. Ihikr of 
Lancaster: marrkd htfitrt 
Ftb. 1307: Ob, U Now. 
1440. 



John. Lord NeiHI, oh. vltA patrto. 14SS 



•Klixabeth F«rey ' 
(wfdowof John. 
Lord Clifford, 
who died 14SI). 
•ft. SS 001.1437. 



r 



L 



Ralph. In4 Burl nf 
WtMmorland, fnuid- 
aon and heir: bora 
14M. oh. S Not. 14S4. 



•Manaret ^ of 

Sir Reginald Cnb- 
ham: mar. after 
14Sr. oh. a. p. 



John Nerin 
•lain at 
Tnwtom, 
IML 



John, Lord Kerlll 
oh. Tit* patrii. H 
a. p. 



J 



Ralph. SnI Jterl <^ =. Marpirei, da. of Sir 



IFeatMorlaiMl. nephew 
and heir: born 14M ; 
oh. lOi. 



RqgfT Booth: mar. 
before 147& 



• or th«ttbrMlildlas,/o«ilWMCotuiteMcU0rtol44O: l«M»ra.im to 1437: Margmxt.c 
14S7toQ. 



XX vi § 1. Hoccleve leaves the Privy-Seal Office, and is provided fcr. 

Before Hoccleve finisht his Complaint he must have written his 
Balade in the Ashburnham MS (see below, p. xxviii), " pour la bien 
venue du tresnoble Roy H. le V! . . . liors du Koiolme de France 
(cestassauoir, sa dareine venue"), 3 Feb. 1421. On Feb. 29, 1422, 
Hoccleve is paid 40^. \\\d, for 19 months' red wax and ink (App. 
XLV), and on May 25 he gets his half-year's annuity of £6 13^. \d. 
to Easter 1422 (App. XLVI). On Aug. 31, 1422, Henry V dies, 
and the baby Henry VI succeeds him. 

On Jan. 24, 1423, there is an Inspeximus and Confirmation, on 
behalf of Henry VI, of Hoccleve's Annuity-grant of £13 6«. 8cl. 
(App. XLVII). On Feb. 15 he gets a half-year's payment (£6 
13a 4d.) to Michaehnas 1422 (App. XLVIII), as late one of the 
Clerks of the Privy Seal Office; and on May 20, 1423, he gets a 
like payment to Easter 1423 (App. XLIX), being again described 
as " late one of the Clerks of the Privy Seal Office." On May 20, 
1423, he is also paid 23«. \d, (or id,) for parchment, ink, and red 
wax, bought by him of Walter Lucy, of London, for the Privy-Seul 
Office (App. L). 

At last in 1 424 comes a grant to our poor poet, now 56 or 55. 
On July 4, 1424, " votre tres humble clerc, Thomas Hoccleve de 
I'office du prive seal," is granted, by the King and Privy Council, such 
sustenance yearly during his life in the Priory of South wick, Hants.,* 
as Nicholas Mokkinge, late master of St. Lawrence in the I^oidtry,^ 
Imd (Addit. MS. Brit. Mus. 4604, art 34 ; Privy Council Proceedings, 
vol. iii. p. 152, App. XLIX below). Notwithstanding the grant of 
this corody — which was, let us hope, worth £20 a year, (see p. xi 

^ South wick, a parish in the hundred of Portsdown, co. Hants, 4 miles N.E. 
of Fareham, its post town, and 3 N. of Porchester railway station. The village 
is considerable, and near Bere Forest The parish includes the manor of 
Aplestede. It had formerly a priory of Black Canons, in which Henry VI was 
married to Margaret of Aigou. At the Dissolution the revenues wore retumeii 
at £257, and the site given to the Whites. — Hamilton's OazeUeer, 

2 See Dugdale, vi, Pt I, p. 248, Nicholas Mockyng, 19tli Jan., 1 Hen. IV, 
A.D. 1400, Master of St. Lawrence, Poultry. The Priory of Southwick was 
first founded by Hen. I in 1133 in the church of St Mary Porchester, and not 
long after removed to Southwyke. Priors in Hoccleve's time : Thomas Curteis 
or Cortays, 22 July, 22 Ric. II ; Edward Dene, 28 Sept, 11 Hen. VI ; John 
Soburton, on whose death Philip Stanebrok received the temporalities, Sept. 
20th, 3 Edw. IV. 



§ 1. UoccLj^crJiapsdiesinlibO. Ashburn, MS of his Poenis. xxvii 

above, and Appendix I) — Hoccleve receivd the Michaelmas half- 
year's payments of his Annuity, £6 ISs. id, eacli, both for 1424 
and 1425 (Appendix LII, LIII); after which the Sonthwick priory 
doubtless kept him in moderate comfort. And after this, unless 
our friend Mr. Gollancz shows that Lord Ashbumhani's autograph 
Hoccleve MS has any other dated poems besides the Cupid of 1402, 
and the Hen. V one of 1421, we find nothing of Hocdeve's that wo 
can assign a definite date to, except his "Balade to my gracious 
Lord of Yorke," the father of Edward IV (p. 49—51 below), which, 
as it asks that it may not be shown by Prince £<iward to (his tutor) 
" Master Picard," was probably written between 1448, when Edward 
was six years old, and Hoccleve's death, that Mason supposes took 
place in 1450. The ^'Balade to my maister Carpenter," on p. 63, 
must be an early work. See p. xxxiv below. 

The Hoccleve part of the Ashbumham MS 133 contains : 

1. Inuocacio ad patrem : 

beg. To thee / we make oure inuocacioun 

Thow god / the fadir / which vn-to vs alle 

20 stanzas of 7 lines each, abcibb cc, the last ending with 

And stifly graunte vs in thy cause stonde 
And flitte nat / whan we take it on honde. 

2. Ad filium : 

beg. O blessid chyld Ihe^ / what haast thow do 
pat for vs shuldist souffre swich lewyse 

10 stanzas of 7, the last ending 

And graunt vs grace thee to loue & drede 
And yeue vs heuene / whan ^t we be dede. 

3. Ad Bptritum sanctum : 

beg. Now holy goost of the liy deitee 
Loue and holy co^nmunicacioun 

10 stanzas of 7, the last ending 

Our soules / hem to haue in gouemauce 
O Trinitee haue vs in remembraunce. 

4. Ad beo/am Virgi^iem : 

Ixjg. Worshipful maiden to the world / Marie 
Modir moost louyngc vn-to al mau-kynde 



xxviii § 1. The Ashimmham MS of Hocdeve'a Miliar Foetus. 

7 stanzas of 7, <d)abh cc, ending 

For whon^ thow preyest / god nat list denye 
Thyn axynge / blessid maiden Marie. 

5. Item de beo/a Virgiiie : 

beg. Syn thow modir of grace / haast euer in mynde 
Att tho / ))at yp-on thee ban memorie 

20 stanzas of 7, ababb cc^ ending 

His passion / witnesse here may 
Eemembre on pat / and preye for vs aye 

6. Item de heat& Yirgirte : Ce fentt latcu ) 

. a IfiiBtAiiM de V 

beg. Who so desmth to gete and conquere t. HartebuiKti ) 

The blisse of heuene f needful is a guyde 

Prologos, 3 stanzas of 7, abcibb cc, 

Fabnla (story of a Monk who, by saying Ave Maria 50 times a 
day, got the Virgin a sleeveless garment; and then, by 
trebling the 50 Aves and adding to every tenth a Pater- 
Noster, got sleeves put to the garment, and afterwards became 
an Abbot of his monastery and went to heaven), 15 like 
stanzas. 

7. Lepistre de Cupid, printed below from other worse MSS, p. 
71-92 ; 68 stanzas of 7, aM>b cc 

8. Ceste balade ensuante feuat faite pour la bten venue du tres- 

noble Roy. H. le .V! (que dieu pardoint !) hors du Eoiabne de France / 

cestassauoir, sa dareine venue. [? 3 Feb., 1421, tho the Queen is 

not mentiond in it, but Henry is cald " heir and Eegent of France " 

in accordance with his treaty with the French Eong : see Holinshed, 

airon. iil 573-4.1] 

beg. Victorious cristen Prince / our lord souereyn 
Our lige lord ful dred and douted / we 

5 stanzas of 7, ababb ce, ending 

To be ful greet / for why / to vs echone 
Welcome be your peereles persone. 

^ "The morow after Trinitie snndaie, being the third of June [1420], the 
manage was solemnised and fuUie consummate betwixt the King of England 
and the said ladie Katharine. Herewith was the king of England named and 
proclaimed heire and regent of France." Uolinshed, iii. 573, lines 23-9, ed. 1587. 

" 25 Also that our said father, during his life, shall name, call, and write vs 
in French in this manner : Noatre ireachierjUz Henry ^ roy d£ngleterre, hereUre 
de France, And in Latine in this manner : Prceclarmimus [for frnjeearissimus] 
filius natUr ffenricWf rex Anglix ^ hcares FrancicB." Holinshed, iii. 574, col. 
2, Imes 6d-73, ed. 1587. 



3tau5a0 10. U, 12 ot ^ocdtbta " goto ta Je«m to fie 

(p. 180-1 below) 
from Lord Ashbumham's Hocclcye MS. 
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^^ (f*(fi ^wm -de jiitete *Hi^3wi$a. ' 
jfl^etnKnt^ l^olJas'n'jMx; -f^Y^^^tus 

r> ■ ■ ^ 



§ 1. HoccUve's Ashlmmham JUS and "Letter-Book." xxxx 

9. Cy ensnent trois chaonceoans / lune conpleynante a la Dame 
raonoie / & lautre, La response dele a cellui qui se conpleynt ; & la 
tierce / la cor/imendacion de ma dame. 

I. Eoundel: 

beg, Wei may I pleyne on yow lady moneye 
pat in the prison of your sharp scantnesse 

3 stanzas of 4, abba^ the burden being repeated thrice — after each 

half of St. 2, and after st 3 ;— ends 

EUos I moot in right a feynt gladnesse 

Synge of yow thus / & yow accuse & seye [Wei may I, &c.] 

II. La response : 

bog. Hoccleue / I wole / it to thee knowen be 
I, lady Moneye / of the world goildesse 

3 like stanzas, with the burden repeated as above ; ends 

Hir comly body / shape as a foot bal 
And shee syngith / ful lyke a papelay. 

10. A Couplet : 

Aftir our song / our mirthe & our gladnesse 
Heer folwith a lessoun of heuynesse. 

IL Hie incipit ars Ytilissima sciendi morL Cum omnes homlTies 
&c*: the first 96 stanzas of the Poem printed below, p. 178-203, 
with a few various readings, some being improvements. 

The only other MS we have in Hoccleve's hand (almost all of it) 
is the laige quarto Additional MS 24,062 in the British Museum, 
containing copies of documents, warrants, letters, &c,, passing under 
the Privy SeaL^ They are chiefly in French, a few in Latin ; and in 

^ Catalogne of Additions to the MS of the British Museum in the years 
1864—1875, vol IL (1877), p. 8 :— 

" 24,062. A large collection of forms of documents pasRing under the PriTy 
Seal ; confdHtinff of copies of letters and warrants, Umpp. Ricn. II. — Hen. V. ; 
chiefly in French : compiled by Thomas Hocclyf, or Occleve, the poet, Clerk of 
the Ftivy Seal, and almost wholly in his handwriting ; in the following order : — 

1. Table of Contents, French, fL 2-4 b, 198—201 b. 

2. Letters addressed to the Chancellor, under the following heads : " Pur 
la Hommacion du parlement,*' ** Licence," "Grauntz,'* •* Pardons," •* CoUacions," 
" Nominacions," " Restitucions," " Presentacions," *• Ratificacions," **Sauf 
conduyts," and "de diverses natures," f. 5. 

8. Warrants to the Treasurer and Barons of the Exchequer, f. 44. 

4. "An Treaorer dengleterre par soy, et an Tresorer de lostel," f. 53. 

5. " As Tresorers des guerres," f. 54. 

6. To the Justiciar and Chamberlain of Chester, f. 59 b. 

8. To the Chamberlain and other officers of North and South Wales, f. 69 b. 

9. *' Pur la guerre " ; to various persons, f. 73 b. 

10. To the Keeper of the Great Wardrobe, f. 75. 



XXX § 1. JToccleves " Letter-Book^ § 2. His Love of Chattcer. 

turning over the leaves I saw only two notes in English. Article 17 
of this MS contains 28 pages of copied letters, and is headed 
OmnegadHum, a title that makes you smile when you see it. On 
leaf 101 l)ack, Hoccleve adds a hottom line : " 4 Hie finitur calendera 
istius Libri secundum oomposictonem Thome Hoclyf. foc^ per 
manum suam ad finem libri." In the margin of leaf ,124, against a 
French transcript in another hand, is '* secundum copiam hocclief." 
The two English notes are at the foot of leaf 102 front and 194 
back. At the latter place Hoccleve had left seven lines blank at the 
bottom of the page, and therefore writes in : — 

" IT Heere made y lepe yeer — ex neglicencia &c. Witnesse on 
Petebat &c, in the nexte syde folwynge, which sholde haue stonden 
on this syde / but how so it stonde / it is a membre of the mateie 
precedent." 

The characteristic form of Hoccleve's W in his Poems is seen in 
some careless writing at the foot of leaf 102 front, and leaf 194 back 
of this Addit. MS 24,062. Compare the facsimile of the last page 
of the Durham MS. in the present volume. There is a small capital 
R inside the W. 

§ 2. Uoccleve*8 Love of Chaucer. The chief merit of Hoccleve 
is that he was the honourer and pupil of Chaucer. Dukes don't 
matter; Chaucer does. On his Master, Hoccleve has three long, 
passages in his De Regimine, p. 71, p. 75-6, p. 179, ed. T. Wright, 

11. "A diuerses Coillours" ; collectors of customs and subsidies, f. 76 b. 

12. ** As.Maires et antres officers ioyntement," f. 79. 

18. To Sheriffs, Bailitfs, Justices, "Gardeins diuerses," Eschcatnrs, Clerk of 
Arraigns^ Constables and Captains of castles, Seneschals, Receivers, Farmers 
and Auditors, f. 83. 

14. Letter of Charles V. of France to the town of Abbeville, Melun-sur- 
Seine, 19 Mar. 1368. French, f. 102 b. 

16. ** Lettres Patentes," for various purposes, f. 103. 

16. " Lettres adresses a diuerses estatz en Guyenne," f. 116. 

17. " Oronegadrium " ; letters addressed to various persons for different 
purposes, f. 120 b. 

18. " Pur venir au consail, f. 136. 

19. ** Pur ap])rester monoie, chiualx et chariottes," f. 137. 

20. " Missiues." Under this heading are copies of letters from the King of 
England to various foreign princes ; with a few letters addressed to the King, 
If. 139 b— 163 b, 168, 169, 185 b— 197. 

21. Papal bulls, f. 164—167 b, 170—178. 

22. "fixordies et extraits des lettres" ; beginnings and clauses of letters, 
ff. 178— 186 b. 

Vellum ; xvth cent. " . . . , 



§ 2. IToccleve in^ohahly wUh Chattcer when he died, xxxi 

besides the two lines he puts into the mouth of the old beggar with 
whom he talks (p. 67, st. 267, L 1867-8, ed. Wright) :— 

Jpou were aqueynted with Chaucer^ pardee : 
Grod sane^ his soole, best of any wyglit ! — 

llarl. 4866, If. 34. 

and I think we may fairly conclude from L 1965-6 that Hoccleve 
was either with Chaucer when he died, or saw him on his **bed 
mortel" just before his death. Hoccleve was daily at work in West- 
minster Palace, of which the present Westminster Hall was part, as 
were the present Old and New Palace Yanls. On Christmas Eve, 
1399, Chancer had a lease for life of a house in the garden of the 
Chapel of St Maiy of Westminster (later, Henry VII's Chapel), part 
of the Abbey grounds. Surely the pupil must have often visited his 
Master before the latter's death ; and surely his naming of '')>i bed 
mortel " means something more than death in the writei-'s absence. 

St 280 :— HarL MS. 4866, If. 35 bk. 
But weylaway ! so is mjm hert[e] wo, 1958 ai««,Ui« 

That )>e honour of Englyssh tonge is deed, lUhTs do^T 

Of which I wont was han conseil and reed. 1960 



St 281. 
O maist^r deere / and fadir reucrent, n^M] 1961 myMjwuw 

Mi maist^ Chaucer, flour of eloquence, **"**' 

Mirour of fnictuous eiitendcment, 

O vnive^-sel fadir in science, my didn't 

Alias, ))at ))ou thyn excellent prudence 1965 himikin. on 

In fi bed mortel mightist noght byquethe ! ulp***^" 

What eiled deth / alhis ! why wold he sle the? 1967 

st 283. 
O deth, )k)U didest naght harmo singuleer 1975 Bat,i>Mth, 

In slaghtere of him, but al ^s land it smcrtith ; 
But natheiees / yit hast ))ou no power joamnnot 

His name sle ; his hy vertu astertith '^ ' "** 

Vnslayn f ro fe / whiche ay vs lyfly hertyth, 1979 

With book^ of his omat emlytyng, 
That is to al J^is land enlumynyng.' 1981 

» Cmacher, Karl. 4866, If. 34 i Chancers, MS Reg. 17 D 6. • bane If. 

• He goea on : ** Hart >ou nat eoke my maister Gower slayn [1^08], 1982 

Whus vrrtu I am msufficient 
For to descreyue, I wote wel in ccrtayn." 1984 



xxxii § 2. Hoccleve^s Love and Praise qf Chaucer. 



He would 
have taueht 
me, bat f wm 
duU. 



Death hu 
•tript tlie 
land of liii 
■weet rbd- 
torio. 



He wat the 
highest In 
Philoaophy* 



Death re* 
gardstlie 
vlrtoous no 
more than 
the vldoua. 



Never ehall 
England 
breed another 
Chaucer! 



Pray for 
him. Queen 
of Heaven ; 



p. 75, 8t 297 :— HarL MS 4866, 11 37. 
My dere maistir — God his soule quyte ! — 2077 

And fadii Chaucer, fayn wolde han me taght, 
But I was dui, and lerued lite or naght. 2079 

St. 298. 
Alias ! my worth! maistir honorable, Df- <? bk.] 2080 

This landes verry tresor and richesse ! 
Dethe, by thi deth / hath harme irreparable 
Vnto vs doon ; hir vengeable duresse 
Despoiled hath ^is land of ))e swetnesse 2084 

Of rethorik / for vnto Tullius 
Was neuer man so lyk amonges vs. 2086 

St. 299. 
Also who was hier in philosophic 2087 

To Aristotle / in our tonge but thow % 
The steppes of Yirgile in poesio 

Thow folwedist eeke, men wot wel ynow. 
That combre- world \ai ^ my maistir slow, 2091 

Would 1 slayne were I Deth was to hastyf, 
To renne on ])e, and reue the thi lyf. 2093 

St. 300, p. 76. 
Deth hath but smal consideracion) 2094 

Ynto ]>e vertuous, I haue espied, 
"So more — as shewith the probacion), — 

Than to a vicious maister losel tried ; 2097 



Among an heep / eu67y man is maistried ; 



Kcc».yo. 
Mtiritur df>c- 



With hire / as wel be porre / as is be riche, luaiimui* 



Lerede^ and lewde eeke / standen aJ yliche. 

8t 301 (ed. Wright). HarL 4866, If. 37 bk. 
She myghte han taryed hir vengeance a while 

Til that some man had egal to the be. 
Nay, lat be ]»at ! sche knew wel |>at ]>i8 yle 
May never man forth bryng^ lyk to the, 
And hir office nedes do mot she ; 

God bad hir do so, I truste as for the besto ; 
O maister, maister, God \i soule reste ! 

p. 179, St. 712 :— Harl. MS 4866, If. 87 bk. 
The firsts fyndere of our faire langage 

Hath seyde in caas semblable, & othir moo, 
So hyly wel, ^t it is my dotage 

For to expresse or touche any of thoo. 
Alasse ! my fadir fro ]»e worlde is goo, 
My worthi maister Chaucer, hym I mene : 
Be ])oa aduoket for hym, heuenes quene 1 

' Lerd, HarL, Lerede, D Reg. 6« 



2101 



2105 
2107 



4978 

[Keep Uie 8ub- 
baUi, and 
bow your 

llMTt to <i(Ml: 

4982 



4984 



WtiA Ic 



J 2. Hoccleve's Praise and Pirhere of Chaticer. 

Bt. 713. 
II wel knowcst, o blifsid virgyDo, 4985 

k louyng hert and bye deuocion) 
In |>yne honour ha wroot ful many a lyne; b* 

O now fine lieipe & fi piinnocioii) £^ 

To God bi Sons make ft inocioh) 4989 

How he bi aeruannt was, mayden marie, [h.w] 
And lat nis loue flouie and fnictitie. 4991 

ft 714. 
Al-]Kigh his lyfe be queynt, ^e rfsemblaunce 4992 hi. 

Uf him haf in me so fressfi lyflyncsne, hV 

))Bt, to putto othir men in n?membraiiDce \^' 

Of his persone, I haiie hecie Iiih lyknosse 
Do make, to ^is eiide, iu eothfaatnessc, 4!I96 

)Mt ^i ^t haue oi him lest flight & myndc, 
By ^ie ppyiilurii may ageyn him fynda. 4998 



One likes to think of Cliauoir's wishing to lo.ich tho young Privy- 
Seal clerk, and Rivin<; liim advice; as also of the probability that 
tlie pupil WHS with Chiucer sometimes during his illness and at 
his denth. (Gascui^ne'a making Cliaucei "an hvtul example" is 
mere parsonic rot ; the poet's Rplviietatioii faiitilieil,) 

UUCCLEVR, M.F. e 



xxxiv § 3. Hocdecc^s Palrons, Associates, and Cliaracter, 

In the present volume, p. 135, lines 694-7, Hoccleve cites 

Chaucer's Wife of Bath as his authority for saying that women 

don't like men to put any vice on them, attrihute any evil to them. 

As jshe saySy 

Ne I wolde nat / of hym corrected be, 
I hate hym / tliat my vices telleth me. 
And so doo mo / god woot of vs / than I. 

Wife ofBoAlCs Prolog, D § 1, 1. 661-3 EUosmere 
MS, p. 185 ; Six-Text, p. 352. 

He also adopts Chaucer's excuse when he is blamed for abusing 
the women he meant to defend: **I wasn't the author of these 
accusations, I was only the reporter of other folk's tales. What they 
said, I wrote, but I never snid it myself," 137/760-3. Why didn't 
he confess that he had but adapted the poem from Christine de 
Pisan 1 The influence of Chaucer is felt all thro Hoccleve. 

§ 3. Hoccleve^s Patrons, Associates, and Cliarader. Among Hoc- 
cleve's patrons were Henry lY (p. 47), Henry V, both when Prince 
of Walesi (p. 61) and King (p. 62), Humfrey, Duke of Gloster (p. 
129), the Duke of Bedford, Regent of France (p. 56), the Duke of 
York, father of Edward IV, who once askt the poet to send him 
all tlie balades he had left (p. 49), the Duchess of York (50/22-4), 
John of Gaunt {De. Reg. 19/512-25), the Lord Chancellor (p. 58), 
the Countess of Westmorland, daughter of John of Gaunt (p. 23), 
Lady Hereford (p. 8), Robert Chichele, probably a relative of Henry 
Chichelc, the Archbp. of Canterbury (bom r. 1362, die<l 1442), and 
possibly Sir John Oldcostle before his heresy so-cald (p. 8). Among 
his friends were Sir Henry Somer, Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
John Carpenter the famous town-clerk ami benefactor of London,* 



* Beggar, — " My lord the prince, knowoth he the uat ? 
% "Via, - - - - - - - - 



*( 



Hoccleve. *' Via, fader, he is my goodf gracious lore?." — 

De Hcg., p. 66, 1. 1832, 1836. 

Also the Beggar says to the poet, ib. 69/1899 : 

" My lonJ the prynce is good lord the to." 

' The City folk long feasted on and plunderd his charity bequest, but in 
1833 founded the City of London School out of it. 

The tone of the Halade on p. 63 is that of one friend to another who *d be 
likely to intercede with the writer's creditors, st. 4, and not to Jn. Carpenter, 
Bp. of Worcester, even when he was Master of St. Anthony's School and Hos- 
pital, or Provost of Oriel (1430). Wouldn't a priest too have been cald "Sir 
John " instead of *' Maister " t 



§ 3. Hoaleveti Associates and Charad€7\ Brai a Pitied, xxxv 

Mr. Masscy, connected with the Dnke of Bedford (p. 57), and Mr. 
Picard, tutor to Henry V when Prince of Wales (p. 50). He belongd 
to a dining-club in the Temple, and the five Privy-Seal clerks he 
names are Prentys and Arundel (35/321), and Baillay, Heihe and 
Offorde (60/25-6). As yet we have entries naming only three of 
these clerks ; Hethe (p. x above), Prentys and Arundel in the note 
below. ^ Whether the T. Marleburgh, at whose request Hoccleve 
wrote his third Virgin-poem in tlie Ashbumham MS (p. xxviii 
above), was a patron or friend, is not known. 

There is so little of the country in Hoccleve's works,^ that he 
was no doubt a cockney. I see no evidence that he had ever crost 
a horse ; ' and he was too much of a coward (p. 30, st. 22 below) to 
play football or any other rough game. Meant to be a priest, he 
was no doubt brought up at some Monastery School, perhaps livd 
altogether with the monks as an acolyte. He was probably driven 
and lunged with a sharp curb, and kept on the dumb-jockey all day. 

When he got free, and was his own master, he naturally kickt 
up his heels, and at 18 he seems to have turnd into a smart Govern- 
ment-Clerk while waiting for a benefice that he never got. He no 



^ Prentis and Arundel ore mentiond in 1481 — as entitled to cloth and lamb- 
fur — in the Privy-Council Prooeedingt and Ordinancet, 1429-36, ed. Nicolas 
1835, vol. iv, p. 77, 

[Additional MS in British Museum, 4006, art. 48, a modern Transcript. 

"Petition to the Ck>nncil, with the Answer, 14th Februair, 9 Hen. VI, 1431] 

" Please au tressage counseil nostre tressoverain seigneur le Roy, m-antcr une 

lettre de garrant dcsoubz le prive seal, directo as Ti^esorer et Barons do reschinjucr, 

1»ur fair pleine et dehu allouance a William Philippe, chivaler, tresourer de 
*onstel nostre dit seigneur, eu son acconipt qi eat arendre devant eux a caiuse de 
son dit office, des sommes ensuyantz pur certains draps et fnrres agnolx, achetez 
pur diverscs clers, cscuiers et henxmen a la suyt du dit houstiel, encontre le festo 
de Noel, Tan ix"? assavoir, a John Burey, Robert Felton, John Langton, John 
Tiphan, John de Pount, John Prentys^ John Aruiuirll^ John Seward, Nich[olas] 
Stuigeon et Thomas Walbon, clercs, a chancun en price de v. virge.s de violet 
engrencz. xl*. — xxl* John Perieut, Thomas Wabyngham, Thomas Bolthorp, Wil- 
liam Caldwell, ct John Waddvsworth, encuiers, h rhascun d'eux, en price de 
draps de colour et de raye, xiij? — ixl* xviii* tx^ a William Bourgchier, Richard 
Veer, Thomas Bcauchanin, Edward Hull, John Norbury, Joh/inni Courcy, 
Roberta Seint-Johan, et Hugh Malet, henxmen de la Royne, a ehascun d'eux, 
en price de draps de colour et de raye, et un furre du uoir agneLx, ovc9qi(« le 
faisour de sa robe, xv*. vj^ — viV iiij! 

*•(/» dorso.) xiiij* die Fcbruarij, anno &c nono, concordatum est per con- 
silium, quod sub privato sigillo, fiat garantum prout infra petitur." 

* The proverbial cherry-fair, Dt Reg. p. 47, 1. 1289, was probably held in 

town. 3 Did he see the hunt in 146/184-7 Iwlow ? 



XXX vi § 3. Hoccleve a sfinart GovemmerU'Clerk ; then very poor, 

doubt jetted along the Strand in fine weather in the jGeishionahle wide- 
sleevd cloak of the time,^ down to the Privy-Seal Office in the Palace 
at Westminster, where he would see the Prince of Wales and the 
nobles he mentions in his works, and have a chance of talking to 
them. As the Strand wasn't paved till 1533, in winter the way was 
deep (31/193), and Hoccleve took a boat from Chester's Inn (Somerset 
House) to Westminster, and there workt more or less. When young, 
he was free with his money, stuft and drank at the cook-shops and 
taverns at Westminster — paying whatever was askt (p. 30-1) — and 
instead of going back to the office^ after dinner, went for an outing 
on the river (31/190). The watermen, seeing he was weak, cald him 
"Maister" (31/201), which tickled his vanity — it was a term applied 
only to gentlemen^ — and drew money from him. Then he 'd adjourn 
to Paul's Head Tavern, close to the Cathedral, where he *d treat and 
kiss the girls, or to his Dinner Club in the Temple, and either at 
one of these places, or in his rooms at Chester's Inn, sit up drinking 
all night (p. 34-5, st. 39), and be loth to rise in the morning (p. 35, 
St. 40). And so the fun went on, as long as Hoccleve had, or 
could borrow, money (36/369). Then came illness and debt. 
His rents but X4 a year {De Reg,), his earnings nothing (36/364-5), 
his pension in arrear, and his salary too. A bad look-out. To 
improve it, he drifted into marriage, and his only prospect was to 
trot to Newgate (62/8), beg, steal, or starve (De Reg, 65/1802), 
He was ashamed to beg ; he wouldn't steal ; so he wisht to die 
{ibid. 65/1808). When the old Beggar in De Regimine reproach t 
him for not being content with £4 a year, which ud find him in 
food, drink, and clothes (De Reg, 44/1217), he had to own to a wife 
— "Towe on my dystaf have I for to spynne" (ibid, 45/1226; 

^ The old Beggar says to Hoccleve : 

" I . . Dot so wide a gowne have as is thyoe, 
So smaUe y-pynched, and so fresshe aud gay." — 

Be Jleg., p. 15, 1. 409-10. 

• "Hoora to the priuee seel/' he says 31/188, but I suppose that "hoom" 
means back, and does not imply that Hoccleve had rooms in the Palace. 

* See Harnson's England, p. 129, of my edition for the New Shaksjtere 
Society. I recollect a little Oxford man in Lincoln's Inn Fields, who was always 
comforted by the cabmen calling him *' Captain " when he was on tlie look-out 
for a cab : ** it shows they think I'm a gentleman." 



§ 3. Htcckvts poor Home, and his Wife, xxxvii 

63/1458), ami that the fear of poverty made him sad {De Rt'g. 42/ 

1244). He alludes twice inhiB De Beg, to his poor cottage, 34/940, 

** Whan that I at home dwelle in my poore cote " ; and 31/842-7 : 

" Servise, I wote wele, is none heritage ; 841 

Whan I am out of court another day, 
(As I mote whan upone me hastetho age, 
And that I no lenger laboure may,) 
Unto my poore cote — it is no nay — 845 

I mote me drawe, and my fortune ahide, 
And suffre the storme after the mery tide. 847 

As to the relations hetween Hoccleve and his wife, they were, I 
suspect — tho she was kind to him during his illness, p. 154, st 57, 
and xxiii above — like those between (chancer and his wife, only 
much more so. They are shown in the 104th stanza of the Dialog, 
p. 136 below, where the poor poet says that, since a woman had such 
power that she broke the Devil's (or Serpent's) head, it's a trifle to 
her to break a man's head. Therefore let no husband think it shame 
tho his wife breaks his head. Her ''reason" (instinct) demands 
power over men; and tho Holy Writ says men should have rule 
over their wives, it is the reverse in fact ; a man had better hang up 
his hatchet and sit down. Our fathers had to do the like (1. 748-9). 
Hoccleve was surely meant by nature to bo under his wife's thumb, 
but couldn't take it out of her in chaff, as Chaucer did out of his. 
Mrs. Chaucer, however, wouldn't dare take such liberties with her 
husband as Mrs. Hoccleve would with hers. He evidently knew too 
what a wash at home was, 139/826. 

Still, our master Chaucer tells us by the mouth of the Wife of 

Bath, that a woman's rule of her husband is compatible with kindness 

to him : 

And whan that I / hadde geten vnto me. 
By maistrie / al the soueraynctee. 
And that he seyde / " myn owene trewe wyf , 
Do as thee lust / to terme of al thy lyf ; 
Keepe thyn honour / and keepe eek myn estaat " ; 
After that day / we hadden neuer debaat : 
God help me so / I was to hym ns kynde 
As any wyf / from Denmark vnto Ynde, 
And flJso trewe / and ho was he to me. 
Wife 8 Preamhle, D, § 1, 817-825. I^Ulesmere MS, p. 190; Six- 
Text, p. 357. See, too, L 1230-8 on the like state of tilings. 



xxxviii § 3. Hoccleve weak wad sensitive^ yet has Hununir, 

The same weak, sensitive, look -on-the- worst side kind of man* 
is shown in his Complaint and hw Dialog with his friend in the 
Durham MS, below, p. 94-139. And when qnite old, Hoccleve 
is still too vain — proud, he calls it, 51/56-8 — to wear spectacles, 
tho he is losing his sight, and injures it by not using glasses {ildd, 
p. 59-63). 

But lie has the merit of recognizing his weakness, his folly, and 
his cowardice. He makes up for these by his sentimental love of the 
Virgin Mary, his genuine admiration for Chaucer, his denunciation 
of the extravagant fashions in dress, the neglect of old soldiers, &c.^ 
We wish he had been a better poet and a manlier fellow ; but all of 
those who *vo made fools of themselves, more or less, in tlieir youth, 
will feel for the poor old versifier. If he was willing to niake 
amends for his own faults by burning Oldcastle and heretics, and 
uttering moral precepts, we Radicals and Teetotallers arc willing to 
provide a painless lethal chamW for Lordly and other Tories, and 
drink-suppliers — after the manner of lost dogs, — and to provitle a like 

^ Still, Hoccleve hrfs an occusional touch of humour, as when he says in De. 
Regimine, — p. 54, st. 213, Harl. 4866, If. 27 bk., — that Xcino is the patron who 
helps his fellows ; no one else does : — 

** But how ben H felawes lokyd to 1485 

At home 1 ben not thei wele* benefisedf ? " 
•'318, fader, jis ; )>er is on clept Nemo, 

He helped hem ; by hym ben* )>ei chericed. 
Nere he, )>ey weren porely chevycec? ; 1489 

He hem auanceth ; he fully' hir frende is ; 
Sauf only hym, |)ey han but fewe freudes." 1491 

His Roundel to Lady Money in the Ashbumham MS is also humorous ; and 

so is his quiz of his "lady " in the same MS, which Mr. Gollancz kindly lets me 

print: 

" Of my lady, wel me reioise I may : 

Hir golden forheed is ful narw & smal, 
Hir browes been lyk to dym reed coral ; 
And as the leet / hir yen glistren ay. 4 

Hir bowp cheekes been as softe as clay | ^^ ,^ ^ 
With large lowes and substancial \ ^ ^* 

Hir nose / a pentice is, >at it ne shal \ q*. -^ 

Rcyne in hir mowth / thogh sheo vp-rightes lay. 8 ) 
Hir mowth is nothyng scant / witA lipnes gray ; \ 
Hir chin vnnethe / may be seen at al ; f q^. ^^ 

Hir comly body / shape as a foot-bal ; I 

And shee syngith / ful lykc a Papelay. 12 ) 

" Item : She hath a sweet mouth," as is said of Launce's milkmaid in The 
Two Ocnlletnen, 111. i. 820 (Cambr. ed. 1). ' Above, p. xxix n. 

1 Ilarl. hoom ben >cy not wcl. s Harl. oniita "ben." 3 ftUly Ilcg., ful Uorl 



§ 4. Same of Uoccleves Poems. His " Motlur of God" xxxix 

serene end for sweaters and anti-Home-Rulers. The mere idea of 
the thing makes one feel virtuous. There's a good deal of human 
nature in man. So we'll not throw stones at old Hocdeve. 

§ 4. Omiments on soine of Hoedeve^s poems. Setting aside the 
biographical poems, the most interesting question about the others 
is, did he write Hie Mother of God (p. 52-6 below), which, on the 
strength of two untrustworthy Scotch MSS, some of us at one time 
attributed to Chaucer 1 When I did so, 1 hadn't seen the Phillipps 
MS, in which this poem appears in Uoccleve's own hand among the 
other pieces — undoubtedly his — in the MS. Xor did I tlien feel 
the imi>ortance of the false ryme in the poem 54/64-6, the verb 
honoure being spelt honure^ and made to ryme with eure^ — a ryme 
which at once causd the German critics to declare that the poem 
was not Chaucer's. But as soon as I took up the Phillipps MS in 
Hoccleve's own hand, and then found the two other instances of 
this -our 'Ure ryme in its Oldcnstle poem — to honure^ wole endure, 
15/222-4, and peyrdure, honure (vb. infin.), ,/?</"''«> creature 21/410- 
15, and afterwards, two instances in De Rerjiwine — lumotire (vb. 
iniiier.), scripiurey a'eaiure 21/569-72; disJtfmfmr[e] (3 pL pr«*8.), 
cure, endure 85/2368-71, and one in the Durham MS, pure atlj. 
honure vb. inf. 179/27-8,^ — 1 gla<l]y gave up the poem as Chaucer's, 
and accepted it as Hoccleve's.^ It was a relief in this way, that the 
Mother of God had no mark or seal of Chaucer on it,' and didn't fit 
properly into the time-order of his works; it had to be stuft in 
somewhere, so long as it was supposed genuine. On the other hand 
it seemd too good for Hoccleve, judgd by Wright's print of De 
Reifimine, which he took from a second-rate complete ^IS (Reg. 17 
D 6), instead of the better, tho still faulty Harleian 4866, which has 

' There is at least one more — sertp^Mir, to honure — in the Ashbnrnham Hoc- 
cleve MS, in the first stanza of the *' Fabula" of the ** De beaU Yir^dne," made 
at the instance of T. Marleburgh. The MS has not its leaves nnmberd. 

' inside lines he sometimes spells the nonn honur ^AjbOA, 120/577, 135/821 
Ac, and the adjective honurable 17/275, 128/632, Itc Hoccleve of coarse fonnd 
honur, honurer in Old French, and no donbt often wrote them so himself in the 
French documents he copied. He has this line in the Ashbnmham MS : 
** Honnr hir« / if thow wilt honnred be." 

' The Virgin's teats too, in 54/72, didn't look like Chaacer*s good taste. Her 
paps apiiear again in Hoccleve, in 47/112. 
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lost its first leaf ^ and its last. But Hoccleve's poems to the Virgin 
— poor tho they bo — are, I think, better than hie other productions, 
and in the Mother of God he undoubtedly did his best 

As the student reads Hoccleve, he will hear many echoes of 
Chaucer, and uses of his words and phrases.^ But there is a phrase 
in De ReQimine that I don't recollect having seen earlier, the original 
of our " I told you so ! " When the Old Beggar has spent all his 
coin, the folk who used to flatter and give-in to him, turn on hitu : — 

St. 103, p. 26 ; Harl. 4866, If. 13 bk. 
Now seyn fey |>us, "I wistc wel alway 715 

)}at him desti-oye wolde his fool largesse ; 
/ tolde hym so ; and euer he seyde, nay." 

And 3it they lyen al, [a]s God me blesse . . . [iisaU] 718 

I also suppose Hoccleve to be the first user of '^know what's 
what" (138/778, below).3 

Perhaps the oddest word that Hoccleve uses is detauee, Fr. delavS, 
172/901. He rei>eats it in the Ashbumham MS, "Becam I of my 
body delauee," in the Answer of Lady Money to Hoccleve. The 
Virgin is the ^^feynter of wo «& stryf," 52/12 ; " without authority " 
is ^^vnhad aucthoritie," 115/135; "a coin-clypper " may appear first 
in 1 1 2/66, and * kerfe ' sh. in 185/203. A look thro the Glossary will 
show a few other unusual words ; ordinarily Hoccleve is commonplace. 

Of the Double vowel for lengthy Hoccleve is fond, but is not 
constant to it. On p. 50, 1. 25 he has haast^ in 1. 37 had. He has 
aarty paart 13/150-2 ; paart 3/104, aart U/196, hut part, aH 3/111- 
12, aH n. 126/565; art vb. 45/75, 46/88, 61/11 ; daret 44/40, dar 
45/48; haant (hast) 7/225, 8/7, 9/31, 11/107, 14/200, 50/25, 125/ 
539, 130/670, 131/699, 237/20, &c. ; but hast 4/123, 47/115, 

^ I expect that the first leaf had an illumination of Hoccleve presenting his 

MS to the Prince of Wales, and that "Sonime Furyows Foole Have Cutt the 

same " leaf off, as a later hand says of the cut-away portrait of Chancer on leaf 

139 of Harl. MS 4826. 

2 Stjc 6/204, 26/22, 30/159, 37/380, 40/37, 43/18, 67/20, &c, Ac 

» Isn't Chaucer the first user of " Why " for ** Well then " I 

" What eyleth yow / to grucche thus and grone ? 
Is it for ye wolde liane my queynte allone ? 
Wy ! taak it al / lo, haue it euery deel ! 
Peter, I shrewe yow / but ye lone it weel. " 

Wife of BaUCs Prf^mble, D, § 1, 1. 443-5. Elloemere 
MS, p. 179, Six-Text, p. 346. 
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60/37, 71/122; haatfte vb. i., 129/646; hnaih 126/557, &c (but 
hai/l 8/244, 11/97, 103, 24/508, 65/15-17, 126/570); niaad 72/151, 
130/683, 685, 693; 139/107, &c (but nuule 56/140, 133/770, 
138/59); iaatdid (tasted) 123/485; taaste n. (taste) 7/214, vb. 29/ 
123, icaar 11/88, 36/351, 129/652, &c. ; but Bewar 14/193, 130/ 
680; mwar 26/41 ; wacuft (waste) n. 36/371. 

ee: Eeues (Eve's) 132/722; dieertee 48/32, 58/20, 62/7; eeily 
31/180, 62/21; forgeete 68/29; rfecfy (ready) 66/41; seelden 30/ 
165; cUteinpree 40/13; i^ce^A (be ye) 55/127, 58/18; eerthehj 17/ 
292-7; eertfte 55/90; Weetr 144/240; ^Ti^e^r 45/50, 140/128; ^wee/ren 
31/196; reeir^ 12/131, 38/412, 121/414-15, 141/152; fltreeio 140/ 
132; treei€e 33/273, 34/277, 125/540, 127/598, 134/798, 137/48, 
139/92, (but trem 13/163) ; ireewely 121/433, 141/158. Other u s 
are : Reule vb. 66/66, n. 39/8 ; seur (sure) 35/320, 48/14, 61/7 ; Due 
adj. 39/440, 61/13; pared 44/36. 

00 : dfjofh imper. 42/32, 43/55 ; /wn-fh 2/60, 27/78, 41/15 ; hooUy 
3/112, &c. 

ou: doumb 38/433; souffyse 46/100, souffissance 51/70; souffre 
34/288, 40/23, 30; souffred 68/51, (but suffre 30/151); sotiffridut 
54/58, but soffraunce 109/384. For high, he has /*y/y adv. 68/49, 
on hy 1/46, Ay adj. 39/3, 48/42. 

Hoccleve's metre is poor. So long as he can count ten syllables 
by his fingers, he is content. He rightly apologises in 50/48 for his 
"Meetrynge amis," and in 57/12-13 for "how vnconnyngly My 
book is metrid." He constantly thwarts the natural run of his line 
by putting stress on a word that shouldn't bear it, or using a strong 
syllable as a weak one — as Browning also often does : 

Du^ly in his conceites balaunce 131/601, 

Ful many a man / for to taken heede 131/605, 

Now, good freend / shoue at th^ cart, I yow praye 132/617, 

Kight so / let it be by wryt/nge amendid 135/700. 

He turns the pronoun hire her, into two syllables : 

40/24, In preiudice of hire (not " to hire ") by no way, 

141/53, he hire? yaf wordcs confortatyf, 

143/97, he stired liire / whan he fond hir soul [above]. 

Hoccleve often breaks a measure awkwanlly with his pause, as in 
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" Wiste I what / good freend / teH on what is best" 129/552. 
" Or thow auysed be wel / and wel knowe " 1 33/648. 
'' Kule him shal / no thinge shal out from him breke" 133/654. 
" Thou woost wel / on wommen greet wyt & lak*" 134/667. 

He not only lets the metrical pause stop the cutting-off of a final 

e before a vowel or an A, but he keeps the e also in other parts of 

the line : 

Wolde god, by my speech^ and my sawe 67/21, 

To he! the hiwi profytg / ne god qweeme 9/40, 

\>at he were of / nat sholde hardy be 14/189, 

From thyn HynessS haue a tokne or tweye 38/419, 

Of giltes alle haue an excellence 45/61, 

For our behoue ban so mochil wroght 46/98, 

And werre make, & sharp r^istence 26/51, 

And thus to craue / artith me my neede 39/438, 

Shameth to werne / as )>at I byleeue 39/442, 

With his mowth made / and off liift noblesse 56/130, 

O ground and roote of prosperitee 25/2, 

The hope of myn exaudicioun 44/30, 

It for to serue in his cleer brightnesse 18/308, 

So moche is a popes auctorit^e 18/315 H So / moche is /), 

How fat his gouernance is dospysid 33/275, 

The gretter neede hath it of his cure 45/67, 

So largeliche opned is thy syde 3/88, 

If he take heede vnto the scripture 32/235, 

Or take my way / for fer^ into France 139/823. 

Of the eighteen poems in the Phillipps MS, George Mason printed 
the six autobiographic ones in 1796 : '' Poems by Thomas Hoccleve, 
never before printed : selected from a MS in the possession of George 
Mawn," &c They are, (1 ) p. 1 5, the " Balade to the Lord Chancellor " 
(p. 58 below) ; (2) p. 27, " La Male Regie " (p. 25 below) ; (3) p. 59, 
the "Balade and Roundel to Somer" (p. 59-60 below); (4) p. 65, 
the ** Balade to Sir Hy. Somer" (p. 64 below); (5) p. 71, the Balade 
** Au Roy " (Henry V, p. 62 below) ; (6) p. 73, the " Balade to my 
maister Cari>enter" (p. 63 below), whom Mason made the Bp, of 
Worcester, or the lie v. John Carpenter who was afterwards Bp. of 
Worcester, but wliom I make the more probable John Carpenter, the 
well-known town-clerk and benefactor of London, whose charitable 
bequest, after having been mainly guzzled or misii]>plied by the City 
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Corporation for centuries, was in part used to found the City of 
London School in 1833. 

In 1602 Speght printed, in his second edition of Chaucer's 
Works, p. 424, Hoccleve's Balade to Henry V and the Knights of 
tlie Garter, p. 41 helow, under the title of " To the Kings most nohle 
Grace, and to the Lords and Knights of the Gartar." It was 
reprinted in 1687, and hy Urry, &c. 

In 1614, as noted ahove, p. xxiv, the poet William Browne 
reprinted Hocclove's second Oesta story of Fortunatus (p. 214, &c., 
l*elow) in the first Eglogue of his Shephcards Pipe, and W. C. 
Hazlitt reprinted it in his edition of Browne's Works (Roxburgh 
Library), iL 178-196. 

Next, about 1625, the Rev. Richard James, B.D., Fellow of 
Corpus Chr. Coll., Oxford, copied and annotated Hoccleve's Remon- 
strance with Oldcastle, p. 8 below, and evidently meant to publish 
it: see "The Legend and Defence of y* Noble Knight and Martyr 
Sir John Oldcastel " in the James MS 34, in the Ikxlleian, or the 
Grenville MS 35 in the British Museum. This copy by James — 
which had mistakes — Dr. Groaart printed, with Jamos's notes and 
Dedication to Lord Bourchier,* in his " Poems &c of Richard James 
B-D." 1880. Then in 1882 Miss L. T. Smith edited Hoccleve's 
poem from the Phillipps MS, in Anglia, vol. 5, with only three 
mistakes in the text that need be notist — ^notdce for norice, and lore 
for lore, st. 27, lines 4 and 6 ; mig^t for noght in st 36, line 7 — 
and one in the Latin sidenote to st. 24 : she left-out ** vel military" 
after " Clericus." Next to Im Male Regle^ readers will probably be 
most interested in '* The Court of good Company's balade to Sir Hy. 
Somer," p. 64. 

In 1801 Dr. John Leyden printed Hoccleve's Mother of God, 
p. 52-6 below, as Chaucer's, in his edition of the Complai/al of Scot- 

' The Dedication is well known for its defence of Sir John Falstafie, and its 
condemnation of Shak8pere*8 "ignorant sbilte of abusing Sir Jhon " by substi- 
tnting him for Oldcastle whom he had first put into 1 Henry IF, because Old- 
castle's descendants objected to it So in the Epilog to 2 Henry IV^ Shakspere 
wrote that he would " continue the Story . . . where Falstaffe shall dye of a 
sweat . . . For Old-Castle dyed a Martyr, and this is not the man."— See The 
CcniMrie cf Praite, N. Sh. Soc, p. 164-5, 268-9. 
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land,^ from John of Ii-eland's MS in the Advocates* Library, Edin- 
burgh. The poem was also printed from Leyden, as Chaucer's, in the 
First Seiies of Notes ^ Queries, vol. xii, p. 140-1, Aug. 25, 1855, and 
by Dr. R. Morris in his Aldine edition of Chaucer's Poetical Works, 
1866, at the end of vol. vi, from the Bodleian MS Selden £ 24. 
Lastly (woe is me !) I printed it in 1878 from its only three known 
MSS in the Chaucer Society's Parallel-Texts of the Minor Poems, 
no. LVII, and separately, in 1880, from the Phillipps MS in no. 
LXI, " A One-Text Print of Chaucer's Minor Poems," Part II. Dr. 
MuiTay read the copy with the MS for me. The other ten Poems 
of the Phillipps MS appear for the first time in the present edition. 

For the text of "The Letter of Cupid," 1402, p. 72, I must 
apologize. 1 forgot to look at my old notes of 1871 for the MSS of 
it, and used my Fairfax copy without testing it by Shirley's and 
other MSS. Then I had it collated with these, and Prof. Skeat 
toucht up the final e's ; but still many parts of the text were un- 
satisfactory, and the stanzas seemd in wrong order. Comparison 
with Christine de Pisan's original — of which Hoccleve's poem is but 
an adaptation with changes (see Notes below, p. 243), and to which 
our good friend Prof. Paul Meyer referd me — showd that the Fairfax 
man (or an earlier transcriber) had copied from a MS of which the 
leaves had been shuffled like a pack of cards ; and last came Hoc- 
cleve's autograph MS of the poem, which Lord Ashbumham has 
kindly lent to our friend Mr. Israel Grollancz, who will edit it for us. 
This set the stanzas in right order, and improved the text, tho Mr. 
Gollancz's edition of it will be better, and of course the standard text. 

The Durham MS I first saw in 1871 (1), on my fruitless journey 
north to try and see Mr. Bowes's Midland MS of Kobert of Brunne's 
Handlijng Synne, a MS which has never been heard of since it was 
in the late J. 0. Halliwell's hands for use in his Glossary.' Out of 
this Durham MS some other "Furiows Foole" (p. xl n. above) has 
torn out the first two sheets, a and b in eights, and the good old 
tailor-antiquary, John Stowe, has copied a poor text in, on ten leaves 
of pai)er. The vellum part, c — m in eights, n 1 — 3 (p. 115 below, 

* E. E. T. Soc, Extra Series, 8, re-edited by Dr. J. A. H. Murray. 

' He told me that he borrowd it of, and retumd it to, Kirkpatrick Sharpe. 
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to the end) is in Hoccleve's hand, and has on the last page his 
dedication to the Lady Westmorhuid, foUowd by his signature : see 
the Facsimile, with all the later scribbles on it. 

On the pathos of the poor sensitive old poet's sufferings under 
the coldness and suspicions of his former friends, after his madness, 
1 have already remarkt. The best parts of the Durham volume are 
Hoccleve's euglishings of the two stories from the Gesta Romanaittm, 
llie reader will find prose versions of them in the Society's edition 
by Mr. S. J. Herrtage (Extra Series, 1879, no. 33), at pages 311-22 
(Merelaus, as Jereslaus is there cald) and 180-96, the latter from 
Addit. MS 9066, as well as Shirley's Harleian 7333, copied by 
Impingham. The £mperor is there cald Godfridus. The Latin 
originals are in Oesterley's 1872 edition of the €rt$ta^ — the Wife of 
the Emperor (or King) Octavianus and her scoundrel brother-in- 
law, at p. 648-654, cap. 249, app. 53 ; the Magic King, Brooch and 
Cloth, at p. 466—470, cap. 120 (1 12^ i>0 mvlierum mbtUi deceimo^ie. 
The king's name is Darius ; the third son's, Jonathas ; the ^ Puella 
ejus concubina" — " puella satis formosa" — is unnamed. Hoccleve's 
englishings and those of the prose C^esta should be read together. 
The whole English Gesta was of course printed by the Roxbui^he 
Club in 1838, Sir F. Madden editing; and I printed the prose 
Mei'daus for the Chaucer Society in 1872, no. 7 of its Second Series, 
Part I of the " Originab and Analogues of some of Chaucer's Canter- 
bury Tales," p. 55-70, in illustration of the Man of Law's Tale 
of Constance. Of Magic Eings and Gems, Mr. Clouston has an 
interesting account in my edition of John Lane's " Continuation of 
Chaucer's Squire's Tale," p. 271, 334-347, 464, and of Magic Carpets 
at p. 294 (Chaucer Society, 2nd Series, 1890). 

Tho I've lookt thro the Index De Morte (besides others) in 
Migne's Pairoio(/ias Cursus, as well as the Brit Mus. Class Catalog 
of M8S about Death, I have faild to find the original of Hoccleve's 
Leme to Dye. It was, however, that of a prose version (ab. 1430-40) 
in the Lichfield Cathedral MS 16, which I saw years ago, and which 
Miss Rosa Elverson has copied out for us. This version is there 
attributed to St. Anselm (among whose works I can't see it), and is 
headtnl "tractatus qui scitte viori appellatwr." It begins **Sy|>))e al 
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m&aer men desiieth by kynda i» hsne konnyng & knewlicbe on |>e 

liy^e and euerkaiyng wysdom/' and gives Hoccleve's fourUi stanza 

(p. 179) thus: "First, y schal teche how fou schuldest deye; and 

aftirward how ])ou schuldest lyue ; and after |>at how \o\\ schuldest 

rcsceyue me by sacrement ; And at )>e last, how ])ou schuldest preysy 

me bysyli with a clene mynd." 

Miss Elverson will edit this prose version for the Society, together 

with the best known englishing (from the French) of the Latin Seite 

Moriy^ by John Gerson, properly Jean Charlier, bom at Gerson. This 

is Caxton's "The Art & Crafte to knowe well to dye" — "translated 

oute of Frensshe into Englysshe by Will? Caxton," London, 1490, 

folio, 13 leaves. Gerson was a contemporary of Hocdeve's, was 

born in 1363, and died on July 12, 1429, and " is mainly remembered 
in connection with his efforts to bring about a cessation of the great 
schism which had divided the (Koman Catholic) church since 1378. 
His proposal was to depose both the rival popes, and elect a third in 
tliw room — a stop which was taken by the council held at Pisa in 
1409, of which Gerson was a member as deputy of tlie University of 
Paris. . . In 141^ he returned to his native country, and spent the 
List ten years of his life with his brother, the prior of a community 
of Celestine monks at Lyons, living an ascetic life, and devoting 
himself to religious meditation and the composition of theological 
and other treatises/' — Blackie's Cf/clopcbdia, 

la the 1502 edition, printed by Hermani^ at Cologne, Gerson's 
tract takes up only 2^ pages, and begins : 

IT Johannes Gerson de Scientia bone mortis. Si veraces fide- 
lesque amici cuiuspiam egroti curam diligentius agant, pro ipsius vita 
coiporali fragili ^ defectibili conseruanda, cxigunt a nobis multo 
fortius dens & caritas pro salute sua spirituali sollicitudiuej gererc 
spirituale^. In hac euim extrema mortis necessitate, fidelis probatur 
amicus . . . 

IT Prima pars continet quatuor exhortationes. IF Prima exhor- 
tatio est, "Amice dilecto aut dilecta, considera nos omnes subiectos 
es^ potent! manu dei, & ipsius voluntati omnes nos, cuinscunque 
conditionis aut status, reges, principes, aut diuites & jmuperes, mortis 
tributum soluero necesse est ... . [etid of Part 4] Hinc expediens 
videtur, vt in quibuslibct i)auperum hospitalibus vel domibus dei 
statuto firmaretur, ne quis ibidem eger suscipi posset, qui non primo 
ingressus die confessionem facerct, vel ydoneo sacerdoti ad hoc ipsura 

^ The Addit. MS 15, 105 in the Brit Mus. is : ''Tractatulus vtilissimttt de 
arte ben^ moriendi, doctoru lacobi Carthusienamm prope Staffordiam, Incipit : 
• Ouinos morimur, ct qiiaji aqim dilabimur in tcrr&m/' 
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Heputato, paratus confiten se continuo penitaret, sicut in domo dei 
Pariaiensi laudabiliter obeeruatur &c Finit 

§ 5. The writing of these Forewords takes me back nearly ten 
yean>, to the time when the PhiJlipps MS was copied, the autumn 
of 1882. After a visit to my fellow-Shakspere-editor, Mr. W. G. 
Stone, at his peaceful home at Walditch near Bridport, I went across 
to work at MSS at Cheltenham, and to stop with the family of a 
young-lady lover of Shakspere ami Browning, who had been helpt 
by my Introduction to the Leopold Shakspere and had written to 
1116. Daily, after my work at the Hoccleve and Chaucer MSS in 
the Phillipps collection at Thirlestaine House, my gifted and sweet- 
sould young friend took me for one of the pretty walks round the 
town, sometimes through level meads, sometimes through Lackington 
churchyard, or by other paths to the Cotswold Hills,^ talking of the 
writers and people she honourd, telling me of her Indian life, her 
work at Cheltenham College, and in the evening singing me favourite 
songs, such as I named in my Forewords to the ** Earliest English 
Wills" (E. E. T. Soc., 1882, no. 78), last page. A pleasant time it 
was ; and little did I then think that the happy and brilliant future 
which I lookt forward to for my young friend would be so soon 
ended by her sad burning, and her death a week after, on Sept. 4, 
1883. The pain of that has now past, and the pleasure of the 
friendship remains. It mingles in my mind with the delightful 
summer Saturday afternoons and Sundays* last season on the river, 
when we dined on the bank opposite Hampton Court and teaed 
on Taiham's island — we, learned friends,^ gentle women, nice girls, 
and darling children, with their pretty ways and eager ' ' Oh, Doctor, 

^ On one walk there, daring a later short visit, the local bunt came on to the 
Bills ; and very pretty it was to see the hounds searching the undergrowth 
while the red -coats watch t them, but no fox tumd out to give them a run. 

* How different it was yesterday, in our narrow sculling-four ! — dull sky, 
bare banks, hardly a boat to be scon ; no fire in the lunch-room at Eelpie 
Inland, keen cold wind for our nin and walk on the bank, and dead against us 
all the way down. But still enjoyable, and the spurt enlivening. 

^ And — talk of golden garters ! — did not one man famous for folk-lore, ftiries, 
philosophy, Hebrew, and all sorts of other things, sheen in the sunlight, when 
he pceld to scull bow down-stream, and disclosed to our astonisht eyes, a cream 
hilk shirt ! Could luxury further go t 
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I can pull two now. You come and see me ! Mother, you come 
too I " " May we children have the boat all to ourselves % None of 
you grown-ups. We can manage her, &c. &c." Bless em all ! I 
find life worth living. Don't you I Specially when you have an 
old randan and can tow and scull. (Don't mention the wasliing-up 
after picnic meals.) Well, the Phillipps copy was set, and ought to 
have been issued in 1883 ; but I kept it back till I could complete, 
or get completed, the copy of part of the Durham MS which some 
good friend had transcribed for me years before. At last, after 
borrowing the MS twice, by forbearing Mr. Fowler's indulgence, this 
was managed. And here the Text at last is, as the foregoer, I trust, 
of Mr. Gollancz's edition of the Ashbumham Minor Poems, and a 
Text of The Regenient of PrxTiees, w*hen I can find out the best MS 
of it.^ If any one will volunteer for the editing of this poem, it 
shall be committed to his charge, for I haven't time for it. Still, if 
no one else will do it, I will. My Circular proposing the " Lydgate 
and Occleve Society" (in Ellesmere MS, Pt IV) is dated 14 March, 
1872, and says, " From the amoimt of work before the Early English 
Text Society, it is clear that they cannot hope to print Lydgate's and 
Occleve's Works for something like 20 years, though these works are 
wanted by students at once . . I can do Occleve's ; " and I promist 
that the first MS printed of him should be the Durham one of the 
Canijilainff &c., printed below. But not half of the 150 men I 
wanted for a start, agreed to join, and so the Society never was. 
Still, 1892 sees a book by Lydgate and one by Hoccleve issued by 
the Early English Text Society, and others will follow. I feel 
bound to try and see Hoccleve cleard, and Lydgate well started, 
before I die. 

I say thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Smith — who have long 
since retumd to India, — to Mr. Fen wick of Thh-lestaine House, 
Cheltenham, Mr. Fowler of Bp. Hatfield's Hall, Durham, to Norroy, 

^ Mr. A. B. Rogers at Cambridge, and Miss A. F. Parker at Oxford, have 
ejcaniiud for the Society all the Regcmcnt MSS vrith our facsimile page in the 
present volume, to see if any lias Hoccleve's most freqnent w, and they have 
copied from every MS the three Chaucer stanzas p. xxxii-iii above, '* The firste 
finder of our faire langage," &c., as a sample of each. We can thus tell which 
are best worth collating further, if no autograph MS is hereafter found. 



§ 5. Tfianks to Helpers. RS. Are the MS8. atUograph. xlix 

Mr. Horace Round, Prol Skeat (for looking after the final es, &c.), 
Mr. E. 6. Kirk, and all other helpers, including our collators Mr. 
Rogers and Miss Parker, and Mr. Thomas Austin, who cut down the 
Oxford collations to the Cupid, and has made the Index and 
Glossary. 

BrUith J/uMum, Monday, 29 Feb. 1892, 
IMp.nUf under the eUctrie tight. 



P.S. 28 July 1892. After seeing how many carelessnesses there 
are in the three MSS I have put down as Hoccleve's autograph ones, 
I am ohliged to doubt his having written them ; and I take refuge 
in the conclusion that the larger writing of these MSS is more pro- 
bably that of his clerk John Welde, or some like man, and that the 
closer writing of his Dedication to Lady Westmorland, at the foot 
of the facsimile, is alone in Hoccleve's own hand. 



HOCJCLEVE, M.P.— U d 
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APPENDIX OF HOCCLEVE DOCUMENTS, 

COPIED FROM THE RECORD OFFICE 
BY MR. R. E. G. KIRK. 



I. 

12 Nov. 1399. Grant of £10 a year to 
Hoccleve for life, or until he gets a bene- 
fice of £20 a year. 

[Patent Roll, 1 Hen. lY., part 2, membrane 21.] 
Pro Thoma Hoccleue. 

E&r, Ommhus ad quos etc, salutem. Sciatis, quod 
de graetA nostn speciali, et pro bono et laudahili seruicio 
quod dilec^us seruiens nost^r, Thomas Hoccleue, vnus 
cimoorum nostrortim de officio priuuti sigilli nostri, a 
longo tempore in officio predtc/o impendit, et impendet 
infuturum, concessimus eidem Thome, in incre7;t/7i/<^m 
status sui, decern librae, percipiendour annuatim ad 
Scoccartum nostrum^ ad terminos Pasche et Sanc/i 
MichoeZis, per equales porctones, ad terminum vito 
iptfius Thome, vel quousque ip«e ad beneficium eccle^- 
asticum, sine cura, valoris viginti librarum per annum, 
per nos fuerit promotti«. In cuius etc Teste Bege, 
apud Westmonaeterium, xij die Nouembm. 

Per breue de priuo/o sigt/Zo.* 

> 1899. The Pells letne Roll for Michaelmas 1 Henry lY., 
1899, has no mention of Hoccleve. 

1400. Pells Issue Roll, Easter, 1 Henry lY. This roll does 
not contain any payment to Hoccleve. 

On membranes 8 and 10, and at the end, there are payments 
to Richard Clifford, Clerk, Keeper of the Privy Seal, at the rate 
of 209. a day, for his wages {vadiis). It is also stated, on m. 1, 
that King Richard II. owed him £200. 

Richara Clifford, Clerk, Junior, was Keeper of the Wardrobe 
of Isabella, late Queen of England ; 5 August. 

On m. 6 there is a payment to Geoffrey Chaucer of part 
of the annuibr of £20 granted him by Ric II., and confirmed 
by Henry lY. This is printed by Sir Harris Nicolas: see 
Chawxr'a Poet. Works, cd. Morris, 1866, i. 107. 



Fortb«gtM)d 
wrvloeiH^Tlioa. 
Hoodert, on« of 
oar PriT7>S««l 
clerks. 

We (Henry IV) 
lure gnuited him 

£10 a year 



for hit Ufe. 
or aiiUI we pro* 
mote hlin to an 
•odeeinttittil 
bettefloe (witlioat 
ear* of aouU) 
worth £fu M year. 
11 Nov. 13M. 



r/2 
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Appc7idix. Payments to Hoccleve in 1400 and 1401. 



ToTlM».Hoe- 
cleva, to whom, 
on 12 Nov. 188B, 
Hen. IV. grmiited 
£10 a jMir 



for his good 
i>ervlce, — 
in inonty paid 
by aMignmeut, 



for the time fh>m 
IS Nov. 1909 to 



Mlcht.1400. 



£8. ISf.Sd. 



II. 

13 Dec. 1400. First Payment to Hoccleve 
of £8 155. 3d, being so much of his £10 
Annuity, granted on Nov. 12, 1399, as was 
due at Michs. 1400. 

[Pells Issue Roll, Michaelmas, 2 Henrj lY.] 
Die Lune, xiy® die Decembm. 

Thome Hoccleue, cui Domtnus Rex nunc, xij® die 
Nouemfcm proximo pretcrito,^ x. 11. annt/ew, ad Sca<v 
cantim ad totam vitam snaiu, ad te9*nii^20s Sanc/i 
MichoeZis ei Pasche, per equales porctones percipiendcw, 
pro bono seruicio per ip«im eideni Do?mno Kegi im- 
pcnso et inipendeTt^Zo, per hVeras suas patent/'^ conoessit ; 
In denarty<r sibi liberat^^, per assiguariOTzem foc/am^ isto 
die, in persoluc/owem viij. li. xv. s. iij. d. sibi liberan- 
darum de h\x\u»inodi certo suo, videlicet, tarn pro rata a 
predicto xij® die l^oweinhriSf vsqwe vltimnm diem Marct/ 
tunc proximum sequente^/i, per [blank] dies, vltimo die 
et nou prtmo compi^aZo, quam pro termino SanvH 
Michae/is vlttmo pretenVo, per brewe suum de libe/-ate 
hoc tennino viij. li. xv. s. iij. d.^ 



29 Not. 1401. 
£& to Midie. 



III. 

Michs. 3 Henry IV., 1401. This Roll contains a 
payment for the half year of 100*^. on Tuesday, 29 
November; m. 11. 

^ That is, "last past" before Michaelmas day. 

' **a8signatio facta;" ab. 1400-24. In later times the word 
** assignment" was used in the Exchequer in two senses — first, 
as an assignment on a particular fund or branch of the revenue ; 
secondly, as an assignment or transfer of an annuity by tlio 
grantee to some other person ; but the fonner seems to he the 
meaning in the entries relating to Hoccleve. Almost the Inst 
entry I found, throws light on this point : it states tliat Hoc- 
cleve had an assignment for the larger portion of his annuity, 
and that only a small sum was paid to nim **in maney.*' So 
that when he was paid " by assignment," which was not always 
the case, he may not have received the amounts on the days 
8))ecified in the rolls, if the revenues on which he had his assign- 
ments had not come in ; but there are no records which won hi 
help to elucidate this question. It u probable however that the 
assignment would not be made till the revenues were actually 
in hand. 

* There is a duplicate of this roll ; but the roll for Enster, 2 
Hen. IV., 1401, is wanting, and there is no Auditors' or Tellers* 
Boll for that term. 



Ajfpendix, Payments to Hoccleve in 1402 aiid 1403. liii 

IV. a. 

26 April, 1402. Payment to Hoccleve of 
£5, his half-year's Annuity to Easter, 
1402. 

[Pells Issue Roll, Easter, 8 Henry IV.] 
Die MercunV, xxvj. die Apriltg. 

Thome Hocdeue, clerico, cui Dominus Rex nunc x IL Thomas 
tLnntuiS ad Scaecarium ad totam vitam suam, ad termi- ?^S,**u 
9108 Soiic^i 'Michaelia et PaAcha per equales porctones iv. pmord^'^ 
percipienda«, pro bono seniicio p^ ip^um eidem Dc;m»no jbrVt/nS:— 
Kegi impenso et impend^ru^, per IZ/eias soas patentee 
concessit ; In denar(;tf sibi liberate per manus propruM, in mon^y pdd 
per Baaignacionem factam isto die, in persolucionem *"***" 
C. 8. aibi liberandorum de hxxiusmodi certo suo, vide- 
licet, pro termino Pasche vltimo preterito per breue toSattoriMi, 
suum etc C. 8. *^ 

IV. 6. 

In the next roll, Michs. 4 Heniy IV., 1402, there is 7 Dec iiot. 
a payment to Thomas Occlive of 4*. 18*. 9*., part of toiiSiJaiw. 
100*., on Thonday, 7 December. (It is not stated 
why he was mulcted in 1*. 3^^) 

V. 

15 Oct 1403. Payment to Hoccleve of £9, 
his year's Annuity, less £l which he gives 
up to get the £9. 

[Pells Issue Roll, Michs. 5 Henry IV.] 
Die Liine, xv* die Octobrw. 

Tliome Hoccleue, vni Clericortun de officio pnuati Thomas 

Bi<(illi, cui Domtnus Rex nunc x. IL anntuw, ad Scoe- ^^jJ^JJ;^^ 

cartnm ad totam vitam suam, ad terminos Pasche et PriTy-seaidtrk) 

Sftncti MichoeAs per equales porciones percipienda«, pro ?i7; y^f*" 

bono seruicio per ip^m de longo tempore in officio {fo,*i5j,"|jL. 

pretlic^o impenso et impendent, vel quousqtie idem SJj'^^'S^^IJ^. 

Thomas ad beneficium eccle^iasticum sine cura valoris tui^ thmui 

XX. IL annuarum fuerit promotus, per It/eras suas SoayiMur^^ 

patent es concept/ ; In denary « sibi liberatt^ per manus Jjf^i!?* 

propria^, in persoluctbnem x. li. sibi liberandartim de tnmoMyiMid 

hmusmodi certo suo, videlt^, pro termiitts Pasche et Sbrandto 

^ The roll for Easter, 4 Hen. IV., 140S, does not contain any 
payment to Hoccleve, who seems to have allowed it to get in ar- 
rear. The Auditors' and Tellers' Rolls do not help. See next entry. 



liv 



Appendix, Payments to Hoccleve in 1404-6. 



iind Michaelmas 

140S, 

leMH 20«. wliicli 

lie ^VM up to 

the King 

ill order to vet tlie 

remaining £9,— 

£9. 



Saw^ri Michae/is vltimo pretmtis, deduch*^ vero xx. s. 
qu(« di'c/us Thomas, de sua mera et spontanea voluntate, 
remisit et relaxauit dtc^o 'Domino Begi, pro soluciorae 
h^ftenda de ix. li. residuis, per brct^e de priuato sigillo 
inter mandoto de hoc termino ix. li. 



6 March 1104. 
£5 ill advance, 
due at Easter. 



M Marrh 1406. 
£5 to Michs. 1405. 



18 May 1406. 
£6 to Euiiler. 



VI. 

On the same Eoll, under date of Thursday, 6 March 
[1404], there is another payment of 100*. to lliomas 
Occlyve for the Easter term following ; i. e. in advance.* 

VII. 

The roll for Michaelmas,? Henry IV., 1405, contains 
the usual payment of 100*. to " Thomas OcclyfT, Clerk," 
on Friday, 26 March 1406. 

vin. 

The roll for Easter, 7 Henry IV., 1406, also con- 
tains the usual entry for the half-yearly payment of 
Hoccleve's 100* to Easter 1406, on Thursday, 13 May. 

^ The roll for Easter is wanting, but probably contained no 
payment to Hoccleve. 

In the Auditors' Issue Roll, Easter, 5 Hen. lY., a.d. 1404, 
there are two payments to . . . Blith, " pergamenarius " of 
Lincoln, for parchment bought of him " tarn pro officio prtoati 
sigilli [et] duomm 'EiemeTnonUontm de Scoccario qtiam pro Re- 
cepta eiusdem." 

(In the roll for Easter, 12 Ric. II., these offices are described 
thus : "tam pro expenm officij de priuato sinllo Regis quam 
duorum Reme?7ioratortH/i de Scaccano et pro Kecepta eiusdem 
ScowMtrn.") 

John Burgh, who is mentioned in a subsequent payment to 
Hoccleve, is here described as '* one of the Clerks of the Receipt " 
[of the Elxchequer], and as having an annuity of £20 by grant 
of Richard II., confirmed by Henry IV. This roll is very much 
decayed and damaged, and, as expected, there is no payment to 
Hoccleve, but there is a similar payment to some one else, 
whose name is lost, under a grant of Ric II. There are no 
Tellers* Rolls for Easter or Trinity. 

The three sets of rolls for Michaelmas, 6 Henry IV., 1404, 
and Easter, 6 Henry IV., 1405, contain no payments to Hoc- 
cleve. (Could he not get, or did he forego, payment I) 

In the Michaelmas roll there is a note that Thomas, liord of 
FumyvaU, the Lord Treasurer, "began in the second part" of 
this term ; his first date being 13th December. In the Easter 
roll, Thomas Langley, clerk, Keeper of the Privy Seal, is entered 
as receiving 20«. a day, as other Keepers had done Wfore him, 
** until order should be taken for his continual dwelling within 
the King's household " ; but on 1st March he was '* exonerated " 
from the office. John Wisbech, his clerk, is mentioned in the 
Tellera* Roll. 



Appendix. Payments to HoccUve in 1406 and 1407. Iv 

IX. 

14 Aug. 1406. Payment to Hoccleve of 
£3 — 8d. for parchment, ink, & red wax. 

[Pells Issue Boll, Easter, 7 Henry lY.] 

Die Sabbad, xiiij. die AugustL 

Thome Occliue, CUrico in officio priuaU' sigilli, In TbinoiuHAe- 
denart;« dbi liberate p^r manus propricw, in perso/u- uTpiiil^^ 
eioneni Ix. 8. viy. d., qnoe Dominua Eex sibi liberar/ ^^<** 
mandauit pit) pergameno, incausto, Fet] cera rubea, de fT^f^^T^** 
dio^rsis peraonis per ip^um ad opus aicti Domtni Regis teogbt forUM* 
empti>, in officio predtcto ; per breue de priuato sigUlo ^^"^ 
inter mandata de noc termino ... Ix. & vi^. d. «s. — m. 

X. 

The Auditors' Issue Roll for Michaelmas, 8 Henry -^i^^j^^^ ,«^ 
IV., 1406, contains no payment to Hoccleve; but the 
Tellers' BoU has the following note: *' Thome Ocde 
[sic], de X. IL annuw, per manus propruu, C. s." 

XI. 

The Boll next quoted contains the usual pnjrment of M[J« "M'igJ » 
Hoccleve's lOOs. half-yearly, on Saturday, 12 June. 

XII. 

15 July 1407. Payment to Hoccleve of 
£3 6s. Sd. out of £7 9s. 10 ^d. due to 
him for parchment, ink, and red wax. 

[Pells Issne Roll* Esster, 8 Henry IV.] 

Die Veneris »v. die Julij. 

Thome Hocdeue, vni Clencorum in officio pn'uati Thomot 

sigilli, In denartys sibi liberate per manus propr/cw, in 5!h?^*»cUrk 

partem aolucionis vij li ixs. xd. ob. quos Do^^itnus Rex to thtPrify. 

sibi libe?tir» mandauit, pro pe^ptmeno, incausto, cera tamrtplyroMt 

rubea, de diuersitr personis per ip^fim ad opus Regie for pJSiISllt. 

emptt«, et in dido officio a xxvij** die Marcij anno vij* {Jj^^'i^^*** 

Regie huius hucusque expenditte, ])er bretie de priuato lAoetoJoiyi&l 

sigillo iuter mandata de hoc termirto Ixvj. s. viij. d. ]Su, m. 



Ivi Appendix. Payments to HoccUve. Hi$ fresh Pension, 1409. 



£1 9$. Sid. 

for pArchraent, 
trom tl Marrfa 
14(16 to U July 
1407. 



4 Feb. 1408. 

Half-yaM 
toMicku. 



Half-yawlj £ft 
" Iw. 1407. 



7Jnlyl406. 
£5 to Easter. 



XIII. 

16 Jan. 1408. Payment to Hoccleve of 
£4 35. 2\d. on account for 16 months' 
parchment, ink, and red wax. 

[Auditors' Issue Roll, Miehs. 9 Hen. lY.] 
Tuesday, 16 Jan. U08. 

Payment to " Thomas Occleve, clerk," of 4*. 3*. 2\\ 
(part of a larger sum of 7*. 9'. lOJ^) for parchment, ink, 
and red wax, from 27 March, 7 Hen. IV. (1406) to 
12 July, 8 Hen. IV. (1407), by the King's command. 

XIV. 

Saturday, 4 Feb. 1408. 

Payment to " Thomas Occlyve, clerk," of 100*^. for 
Michaelmas term, by his own hands.^ 

XV. 

Easter, 9 Henry IV., 1408. Saturday, 7 July.* To 
« Thomas Hocclyve Clerk," 100«. 

XVL 

Michs. 10 Henry IV., 1408. Wednesday, 13 Feb- 
ruary, 1409. To Thomas OccliT, lOOs. 

XVU. 

17 May 1409. Grant of £13 65. 8d. a year 
from Michs. 1408, to Hoccleve, instead 
of his former yearly £10. 

[Patent Boll, 10 Hen. IV., part 2, membrane 24.] 
Pro Thoma Hoccleue. 

E^, 0mn\bu8 ad quos etc., salt/tem. Sciatis, qMcnl 
On Nor. IS, 1899. cum duodeclmo die Nouembrw, anno regni nostxi primo, 

de gro^ nogtte^ speoali, et pro bono et laudabili seruicio 
quod dilec^ seruiens notr^r, Thomas Hoccleue, vnus 
clericorum ikosttoTum de officio priuati sigilli nostn, a 
longo tempore in officio predicto iropenderat, et extuno 
impenderetf concesserimus eidem Thome, in incremen- 
tum status sui, decem libras, percipiendo^ annuatim ad 
Scaccar»iim no^^m, ad terminos Pasche et Sonc^ 

^ These were not found on the Pells Issue Boll, which is 
incomplete. 



18 Feb. 1409. 
£5toMiofae, 



on aooount of the 
Kood servlre of 
Tlioe. Hoccleve, 
one of oar Privy- 
BeiU clerks. 



we granted him 
£10 » year 



Appendix, Hoccleve^s fresh Pension. Payments in 1409. Ivii 

Michae/is, per oquales porc/owes, pro termino vite ip^ius fw hf« life, 
Thome, vel quousque ip^o ad beneficiu7?i ecclenasticuni, ^molThbm^a 
Bine euro, valoris viginti libran/w per annum, per So*»w«!r?'*** 
no8 foret promotus, prout in \iien9 nostns patentibti« 
inde confec/is plenius continetwr; Nos, de vberiori 
gracia notf^ra ac in recompensacioiiem dic/i seruicij 
8ui, pro eo quod idem Thomas, d/c/as litens nodns AaHocici«v«iiM 
in Cancellariam nostTB,m restituit cancellando^, con- ^7to%!* 
cessimas ei viginti marcas, percipiendotf ad dictum JJI^JJliihimio 
Scoccan'tim no*rfi-ttra, a festo Sandi Michoe/is vltimo nuX*{met.M,) 
pretento, singulis annis durante vita sua, ad terminos incioMinuw, i4<«. 
Pasche et Sa/ic^i MichoeZis, per equales porctones. In 
cuius etc. Teste Re//e, apud Westmono^fenttm, xvij^ 
die Maij. 

Per bretie de priuo/o sigillo. 

xvra. 

23 May 1409. Half-yearly payment to 
Hocdeve of £6 135. id. in respect of 
his fresh annuity of £13 6^. 8d. 

[Pells Issue Roll, Easter, 10 Henry lY.] 
Die Veneris, xxiij® die Maij. 

Thome Occlyue, cui Dominus Rex nunc x.li [for xx totihm. 

marcas] singulis annis, ad Scaccon'iim ad totam vitam ^^^^^^^^^^ 
suam, ad terminos Sancti Michoelis et Pasche, per equales 
porctoy^es percipiende/e, pro bono seruicio per ip^um 
eidem Domino Eogi impenso et impendendo, per literaa 

suas patented conce«iri7.* In denait;« sibi liberatis per in money paid 

manus propruw, in persolacume?/^ x marcarwm* sibi ^ ***"*• 

liberandarum de hnitismodi certo suo, ridelicet^ pro ter- ibrhiaiyMr'a 

mino Pasche vltimo preterito, per bretie suum de liberate sLrtn; *** ***' 

inter manda^ de hoc termino vj. IL xi^ .8. iiy.d.* *•"»•** 

XIX. 

Michs. 11 Hen. IV., 22 Nov. 1409. Thomas Occliff* ts not. 1400. 
or Occlyff* (no further description), £6 ISs. 4d. The MMc.4d.to 
King had granted him ten pounds [for 20 marks] a ''*«*»*«*°*^ 
year for life, for his good service, by letters patent. 
(Master John Prophete is Keeper of the Privy Seal.) 

^ xvij is written on an eruure. 

' These foms are written on erasnies, the amoont harinp; 
probably been ori^;inAlly written " C. s." ; bat the scribe omitted 
to alter the "z. h." at the beginning. 



Iviii Appendix, ffocclev€*s fresh Pension. Payments in 1410-12. 



Thomas 
Hoeeleno. 

To him, in money 
by the hniids 
of Jn. Welde, 
for Ink, parch* 
roent, and red 
wax, from 
il Feb. 1409 to 
U April 1410, 
£1 i». 2d. 



17 Jnly 1410. 
£« 1S«. id. to 
Eaater. 



8 Jat7 1411. 
£6 1S». id. to 
Mieliaelmac 1410. 



16 Feb. 141S, 
£1X 11$. 8d., 1 year 
to MichR. 141L 



XX. 

23 June, 1410. Payment to Hoccleve of 
£l 25. 2d. for 14 months' ink, wax, and 
parchment 

[Pells Issue Roll, Easter, 11 Henry IV.] 
Die Lune, xriij die Juny. 

Thome Hoccleae, Clerico in officio priuati sigilli, In 
denar^'s sibi liberatt^ per manus JohanniB Welcf,^ in 
p^rsolucioT^em xxij.s. ^'.d. quos Dominus Hex sibi 
liberart mandauit pro iucausto, pe/'gameno, cera rubea, 
per ip^um emptis et expendendf« in officio predicto, 
videlicet, a xxj® die Fehiuarij anno x®, Ysque xxiiij*** 
diem Apiilis anno xj® vlttmo preterito, per breue de pri- 
uato sigillo inter mandata de hoc termiyeo xxij.s. ij.d. 

XXI. 

Easter, 11 Hen. IV. Thursday, 17 July. Thomaa 
Hocclyff. The King had granted him 20 marks [13". 
6*. 8*.] a year for life, by letters patent, payable half- 
yearly. (He is not called Clerk here. There is no pay- 
ment to him for Michaelmas, 12 Hen. IV., a.d. 1410, 
either in the Pells or the Auditors' Boll.) 

XXII. 

1411, Easter,« 12 Hen. IV., 8 July. To Thomas Hoc- 
clyf (or Hocclyff'), one of the Clerks, &c., 6*. 13'. 4^ 

XXIII. 

Michs. 13 Hen. IV. (1411), 26 Feb. 1412, Friday. To 
Thomas Occlyve (or Occliff*), one, «fec., 13* 6'.*8*. for 
the terms of Easter and Michaelmas last, lliis pay- 
ment is also recorded in the Tellers' Eoll for Hikry, 
13 Hen. IV.« 

^ John Weld is afterwards described as Hoccleve's clerk. A 
John Wold or Wolde was keeper of the King's lions and leopards 
in the Tower of London ; Mich., 10 Hen. ly.,et ante. 

' This, tho' cald an Easter payment, was no doubt for Michs. 
1410— see Isst entry, as the next payment is for the whole 
year 1411 (see XXVl). If not, Hoccleve was paid twice over 
for Easter 1411. 

» 1412, Easter, 13 Hen. IV. The Pells Issne Roll is wanting. 

The Auditors' Issue Roll and the Tellers' Roll are also wanting. 

1412, Michs. 14 Hen. IV. No payment found. The Pells Roll 
seems to be imperfect, tho first date being 25 Januaiy. There 
is no Auditors' Roll, but there is a Tellers Roll for Michaelmas. 
{See extract, ) 



Paymeni to Hoccleve. Sis Annuity Conjirmd, 1412, 1413. lix 

XXIV. 

5 Nov. 1412. Payment to Hoccleve of 32^. 
for parchment and ink. 

[TeUera* RoU, Michs. 14 Hen. IV.] 
Die Saboti, quinto die Nouembm. 

[It is somewhat doubtful whether this date applies 
to the following; entry.] 

Thome Hocclyflfe, per manri^ Johannis Weld*, pro tot. Hoerieve 
pergameno et incausto emptM in officio Custod/^ priuati ^^ *"*^ **•• 
sigilli xxxij.s.^ tu, 

XXV. 

28 Sept. 1413. Inspeximus and Confirm- 
ation by Henry V. of Hoccleve's Annuity 
of £l3 6s. 8d., with the arrears from 
Michs. 1412. 

[Patent RoU, 1 Henry V., part 4, membrane 25.] 

De confirmacione — Hoccleue. 

"Rex, Omnibus ad quos etc. , salutem. Inspeximus We- we hvn •em ow 

ras patentes carissimi Doiniiii et pains nosfn Daniini ^■'•'•'**^» 
Henrici nuper Regis Anglic factor in hec verba. Henricus 
Dei gram Rex Anglie et Francte et Dominus Hibemie 

Omnibus ad quos [etc. as in the Patent Roll of 10 irr»ntof£u 

Henry IV,, 17 May, 1409, p. liv, above] Tiioa. HoeSeve, 

Teste me ipso, apud Westnumo^enum, decimo septimo oanuMjiua; 

die Maij, anno regni nostii decimo. Nos autem, de 

grocta notftra spectali, et pro bono seruicio nobis per andoniicMNiittof 

prefatum Thomam impenso et impendendo, concessi- SrStoTui'iMl'** 

onem predtctom, ac omnia et singula in li^eris predictia 

contenta, rata ha^ntes et grata, ea pro nobis et heredi- 

bttf nosfris, quantum in nobis est, acceptamtis, approba- w« approve »nd 

mus, et prefato Thome, teuore ]>r68encium, concedimus th« HddGnuii^ 

et confirmamus, prout litere predicte raeionabiliter to^ 

tantfir. Ita semper qtiod idem Thomas, pro termino 

1 There is also a payment to Thomas, late Lord of Fumyyall, 
and Sir John Pelham, late Treasurers of the Wars ; also two 
payments to Walter Lacy for parchment for the Receipt of the 
Exchequer and the Privy-Seal Office. There is no reference to 
Hoccleve's annuity. The roll for Hilary term following is 
wanting. It may have heen in that. The roll for EMtcr 
1 Henry V., 1413, omits all reference to Hoccleve, because the 
annuity had not then been confirmed by the new King. 
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Appendix. Payments to Hoccleve in 1413 and 1414. 



tmvidod the uld 
[(•ocleve U not 
retaiml by any 
one eli<«. 

And we mIm i^rant 
liiin tlie aman 
of ill* Mid 
Annuity since 
laMt Michaelmae, 
1418. 

GIren t8 Sept 
14U. 



To Thoe. Hoo- 
clere,— a Privy- 
8eal clerk, 
t<> wliom 

Henry IV. granted 
£13 6«. 8d. a year, 

wlilch was oon- 
flnnd by Henry V. 
on 28 Sept. last- 
In money paid to 
him. 



for the terms of 
Easter Mnil Mich- 
aelmas lustk 



£13 9$, 8d. 



To Thos. Ocrleve, 
paid by the hands 
of his clerk, 
Jn. Welde, 



vite sue, cum aliquo alio ipreierquam nobiscum non 
retineatur. Et vlterius, de vbeiiori grac/a iio^tn, con- 
cessimus prefato Thome, id quod ei aretro est de annui- 
tate sua predict, a festo Sanc^i Michoe/is vltimo pre- 
terito, habendum de dono nostro. In cuius etc. Te^e 
B^ge, apud Weatmonaderium, xxviij die Septembm. 

Per brei^e de priuato sigillo. 

XXVI. 

1 Dec. 1413. Pa)anent to Hoccleve of a 
year's arrear of his Annuity of £13 6s. Sd. 
to Michs. 1413. 

[Pells Issae Roll, Michaelmas, 1 Heniy Y.] 
Die Veneris, primo die Decembm. 

Thome Hoccleue, vni Clericoruin de officio prtuati 
sigilli, cui Dominua "Henriciutf nuper Rex Anglte, xx 
maTcas annual ad Scaecarium suum, ad terminos Pasclie 
et Srtnc/i Michoelis per equales porciones percipiend<w, 
p^r hYeras suas patentee concern^ ; quas quidem li/eras 
Dominus Rex nunc, xxviij'* die Septembrw proximo 
p?-ete/ito, confirmauit: In denari;* sibi libe/*at/s per 
manus p?*oprww, in persoluctoTiem xx marcarum^ quas 
idem Dominus Rex nunc de vberiore gracia, sua liberare 
mandam'^, habendas de dono suo pro arrcragijs annui- 
tatis predtc/e, videlicet pro termini's Pascli^ et Sancfi 
'Michaelia vltimw preteri^w, per hieue suum de liberate 
inter manda^a de hoc termino. xi^j.li. vj.s. viij.d.^ 

XXVIL 

17 Jan. 1414. Payment to Hoccleve of 
£l 6s. 8ci., for nine months' parchment, 
ink, and red wax. 

[Pells Issue Roll, Michs. 2 Hen. V.] 
Die Jouis, xvij® die Januarij. 

Thome OcclyfFe, Clerico in officio priuati sigilli, In 
donarijs sibi liberatw, per manus Johanwis Welde, 
Clerici sui, in persoluctonem xxvj. s. viij. d. quoa 

^ Master John Prophete is still Keeper of the Privy Seal, and 
receives " wa^es and fees," at the rate of 20*. a day. A payment 
to John Wel(& and five companions in the Privy-Seal Office, for 
copying out old "traces" with foreign conntries, at the rate of 
6s. 8d. to each, is quoted in Devon's " Issues of the Exchequer," 
p. 331. 



Appendix. Payiiients to Hoccleve in 1414 — 1416. Ixi 

Domtnus Rex eidem Thome liberate mandauit, pro 

p^r^^ameno, iucausto, cera rubea, per ip^um empti^, et for pwrhment. 

Gxnenditis^ in officio priuatt sigilli dicti Domini Kegis, MMnSed in tiiV' 

videlicet, a quinto die Marcij vltimo preterito, vsqtie sfeejTui,, 

xiy diem Docembrw extunc proxiVne sequentem; per toWD*:. 
breue de priuato sigillo inter mandata de hoc termino 

XXTJ 8. Vi^ d. Mt. 8ct. 

XXVIII. 

1414, Easter, 2 Hen. V. 2 May, Wednesday. To y^fi/*!^ 
Thomas Hoccleve, one &c 6*. 13'. 4*. toKMter.' 

[Thomas Chancers, Esquire (scut»/er), was sent 
to the Dukes of Burgundy & Holland.] 

XXIX. 

1415, Easter, 3 Hen. V. No payment on the Pells -^-^^i^ 
Boll. No Auditors' Roll. (A William Hokhyrst is to lutteriiis. 
mentioned.) The payment seems however to have 

been made, as the Tellers' Eoll for Trinity, 3 Henry 
v., contains the following undated entry — 

** Thome Occleve, de certo suo annuo . x. morce." 



XXX. 

1415, Mich., 3 Hen. V. 29 Feb., 1416, Saturday. »F«b.i4i6. 
"To Thomas Hoccleve, one of the Clerks of the toMid.J!*iii:.. 
Lord the King of the Office of his Privy Seal," for 
Michaelmas, gX 13*. 4^ (This is a fuller description 
than usual) 

XXXI. 

18 July, 1416. Half-yearly payment to 
Hoccleve by 3 instalments, through friends, 
of £6 135. 4d. to Easter, with 135. id. 
on loan. 

PdU laroe Roll, Easter, 4 Hen. V. 
Die Sabbati, xviy** die Julij. 

Thome Hoccleue, vni Clericort^77» in officio priuaii Thomas 
sigilli Regis, cui Dominua Henriais nup«r Rex AngliV, Ooelena. 
]taler Dommi Regis nunc, xx mnrcfis ad Scficcarium ckirkofu>« 
suum singulis annis durante vita sua, ad terminos p^'^j^****^ <>*«•• 
Pivsche et Sanc/i MichoeZis, p^ equalee porcia;ies p«*r- 

^ Expenditis, for expensia. 
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Appendix, Payments to Hoccleve in 1417. 



ynid tliro' 
n. Uorgh it, 
thro' Bob. 
Welton, 6«. 9d., 
tlint' Jn. Welde, 
Hocdeve's cleric, 
£4 6f . 8(1., 

to Eastw, 1416, 



£6 1S«. id.t 



and thro* 

Jn. Welde, 

fts 8 kwn, 13«. id. 



To him, thro^ 
Jn. Welde, hii 
derk, 



for Ink and red 
wax, bought of 
Walter Lwr, 



cipiendo^, per hVcras suas concessit, — quasquidem liVeras 
dtc^ jyoininuA Rex nunc confirmauit: — In denanjV 
sibi liberatttf, videltcet, 'per mant^ Johannis Burgh*,^ 
xl. 8. ; per manus Robert! Welton',^ vj. s. viij. d. ; et 
per mBsms Johannis Welde,^ Clerici sui, iiij. IL vj. s. 
viiij. d., in persoluctWem x niarcan/m sibi liberandart^m 
de \i\i\uamodi certo suo, videltcet, pro termino Pasche 
vltimo preterito, per breue de liberate inter mandata de 

hoc termino vj. IL xiij. s. iiij, d. 

Eidem Thome, In denarijs sibi liberatis per manus 
predicti Johamiis Welde, Clerici sui, de pi'estito super 

hxnusmodi certo suo xiij. s. iiij d. 

vnde 
Respondebit. 

XXXII. 

14 Feb. 1417. Payment to Hoccleve of 
£2 6s. 8d. for 4 months' ink and red wax. 

[Pells Issne Roll, Michs. 4 Hen. T.] 
Die Sabba/i, xiiij® die FebiMan}*. 

Thome [Hoccleve*], vni Clericontm in officio priuati 
sigilli Domini Regis, In denaTtjs sibi liberatis pej* 
manus Johannis Welde,^ cle?ici sui, in persolucionem 
xlvj. s. viij. d., quos Dominus Rex sibi liberare man- 
dauit, pro incausto et cera rubia pe7* ipsnm empt//r de 
Walte^x) Lucy, haberdassher, London', et inter xvj diem 

^ John Burgh, "Esquire/' is still mentioned on u. 9 as 
receiving an annuity of 201, under a grant of Richard II ; see 
p. Hi 

' Robert Welton is also mentioned on this Roll, m. 9 and 
14, as one of the Clerks of the Receipt of the Exchequer. He 
had an annuity of 20^. by grant of Henry lY., and had been 
sent to Boston and Hull to oversee the customers [receivers of 
customs-dues], and ascertain the amounts of their receipts. 

» On 27 May, John Welde, ''one of the Clerks in the OflSce 
of the Privy Seal," received 20#., which the King commanded 
to be paid him as a reward for his labours in that Office. 

* Blank : no doubt meant for Hoccleve. 

s 1418, Pells Issue Rolls, Easter, 6 Hen. V. 

"Die Venms xiy° die May. Johanm Welde «t Will«/mo 
Albertyn, Clericis in officio priuati sigilli. In denarv' sibi liber- 
atis "per manus propria^, in persolucionem Iiij. s. ii^'. d. eis 
libtfrandorum de regardo speciali, per auisamentum Consilij 
Domini Regis, eis facto pro laboribuf p^r ipsos habitis in officio 
predicto per tres annos vlttmo^ pr&tmtos, tam apud Calesiam 
[Calais] qtiam infra regnum Angits, absai^ feodo vel annuitate 
de Rege percepto per idem tempus ; per oreue de priuato sigillo 
inter mandoto de hoc termino liij. s. iiij. d." 



Appendix, Payments to IToccleve in 1417 — 1419. Ixiii 

DccembrM anno secumlo et iiij *^ diem Aprilis anno from i6 Otc. uu 

quarto expeudentis ^ in officio predic/o ; per hreue do ** * ^^** ^**** 
priuato sigillo inter mandata de iermitio Pasche vltimo 

preterito xlvj. s. viij. d. n u. ad. 

XXXIII. 

13 March, Saturday. Payment of the annuity for i3 lUrch un. 
Michaelmas, " by hia own hands,"— 6.» 13'. 4^ ^wHA^uit. 

XXXIV. 

1417, Easter, 5 Hen. V. 25 May, Friday. To Thomas » M.y hit. 

Hoccleve, one <&c., for Easter, 6^ 13*. 4^ (It does S^mJt!' 
not say that the payment was made to "his own 
hands.'') 

XXXV. 

1417, Michs. 5 Henry V. 30 Nov. Monday. Payment so not. hit. 
of part, " by his own hands,"-.3». 6'. 8^ " ^' ^' 

10 Feb. Thursday. Pavnient of the rest, "by iop«b.ui8, 
his own hands," — 3*. 6'. 8 .^ to iiiciuk'iii?. 

XXXVL 

1418, Easter, 6 Hen. V. 1 July, Friday. Payment Uuw.uia, 
to Hoccleve for Easter term,— 6\ 13\ 4^ toBMitJf' 

XXXVIL 

1418, Michs. 6 Hen. V. 7 Dec., Wednesday. To y*JS;'^«» 
Thomas Hocclyf , one, &c., for Michaelmas, 6*. 13'. 4**. to ntciia. 
(It does not say *' by his own hands.") 

XXXVIII. 

1419, Easter, 7 Hen. V. 8 July, Saturday. To Thomas jJuijr. liw, 
Hoccleve, one, &c., "by his own hands," for Easter, lo— - 
&. 13'. 4*. 

XXXIX. 

1419, July 10. Payment of 12^. 2d. to 
Hoccleve for 16 months' red wax and ink. 

[Pelli Issue Boll, Euter, 7 Hen. V.*] 

^ Sic, for expendtndU^ or expendiiis, as in other accounts. 
' John, Lord of Furnyrall, Keeper of the King's laud of 
Ireland, is mentioned on membrane 15. 
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Appendix, Payments to ffoccleve in 1419 — 1421. 



Thomas 
HoeoleTe. 

To bim, for 
red wax and ink 
bouifhtor 
Walter hvuj, 
from March 6, 
1418, to July 10, 
1419^ 

1S«. t<l. 



Die Lone, x« die JuHj (1419). 

Thome Hoccleve, viii Clericortt7/i in officio prtiiati 
sigilli, In denanjs sibi deliberatis iper maiius propria^, 
pro cera rubea et incausto,* de Waltero Lucy, Ciui et 
haberdassher London', per ip^fzm empti>, et in officio 
predic^o inter vj***^ diem Marcij anno qainto et x" diem 
Julij anno vij™** expendit»« ; per hveue de pn'uato Si^Io 
inter mando^ de hoc termino .... xij. & \j. d. 



tt Not. 1419. 
£8 IS*. 4rf. 
to Michs., 1419. 



XL. 

1419, Michs. 7 Hen. V. 22 Nov. Wednesday. To 
Thomas Hocclyve, one, &c., for Michs., 6*. 13'. 4*. 
(It docs not say ** by his own hands.") 



17 Jam, 14M. 
M U». Id. 
toSaster. 



XLL 

1420, Easter, 8 Hen. V. 17 June, Monday. Payment 
for Easter, &. 13'. 4*. «* by his own hands." 



t6 Nor. 1490. 
toMJoht. 



6 JolT. 14S1. 
«61&4d. 
to Barter. 



11 Nov. 14S1. 
£6 18«.4d. 
toMicht. 



XLII. 

1420, Michs. 8 Hen. V. 26 Nov., Tuesday. To 
Thomas Oocleve, one, &c., "by his own hands," for 
Mich., 6». IZ\ 4^ 

XLIIL 

1421, Easter, 9 Hen. V. 5 July, Saturday. Payment 
to Hoccleve for Easter, 6\ 13'. 4**. " by his own 
hands." 

XLIV. 

1421, Michs. 9 Hen. V. 11 Nov., Tuesday. Similar 
payment to Hoccleve, ** by his own hands." 



^ The payments for parchment during this time were made 
direct to Lucy : see Pells Issue Roll, Mich. 7 Hen. V., a.d. 
1419: "DieJouis xxx""* die Nouembris. WtAUro Lucy, Ciui 
et Haberdassher London', In denary^ sibi liberatis p«r manns 
propria*, pro p«rgameno pro officio priuati sigilli, tempore 
fesunacionis et necessitatis ab eo empto ad vices : jter hrcuQ 
gen<?rale vt supra — xiij. s. vi*. d." In the next roll, Easter, 
8 Hen. V., unaer date of 3 July, there is anotlier payment to 
Lucy for four bundles of parchment at certain pncea, for the 
office of the l*rivy Seal, and for the Receipt of the Exchequer, 
under a general writ. 



Appemlix, Payments to Hoccltve in 1422. Ixv 

XLV. 

23 Feb. 1422. Payment to Iloccleve of 
40^. 11^. for 19 months' red wax and 
ink. 

[Pells Iflsue Boll, Hicha. 9 Hen. V., 1421.] 

Die Luiie, xxi^. die Febrtiart/ [1422]. 

Thome Hocdeue, vni Clmoomm in officio priuati Thmm 

sigillt B^gifl, et WiUe/wto Albcrton', Clerico in eodem Sj^jJ**** 
officio, In denart;' eis liberati>, videlioet, per nianii« 

pr0dicii Thome, xl.s. xj.d. ob. pro cera rabea et in- «o«. iiff. 

caaste^ emptis de Waltero Lucy, Ciiii Londonie, ad [^teljh?fr»?tii« 

opns Regis, et expenditi^ in dtcto officio, videlicet, a x"' SlnJdy wl"** 

die Jal^' Anno vij. eioadom Regit vsqne x* diem Feb- ij^torWi*. 

luarij vltemo pretm/um / et per mantis dtc/i Willeft/ii, and u> wm. 

xviij.8. ii^.d. tarn pro pergameno per ipiftim empto ad ^S'^iSStmmA^ 

opus d»c/i Regis et expendito in dicio officio, tempr>i*e tw«ff*>t 

quo dtcius Rex vlttmo eiat apud £borckrum et parteif when hm. v. 

ibidem, quom pro soluctofie per ipnnn nuper foc^ apud ^^*^ 

Ciuitatem Lincolnie diuenis personis ibidem, pro certis Mid at unSSn 

li^eris Regis portandiff in ComUatum Coroub/e; per iai??kttm'to 

bretie de priuato sigillo inter mando/a de hoc termino Comwan; 

lix.8. iij.d. ob.' ttm.t^ 

XLVI. 

25 May, 1422. Payment to Hoccleve of his 
half-yearly £6 13*. 4d. to Easter. 

[Pells Issue Roll, Easter, 10 Hen. V.] 
Die Lune, xxv. die Maij. 

Thome Hoccleue, vni Clericomm in officio priuati ToTiMM.Hoe- 

sigiUi Dmnini Henricf nuper Re^ Anglte, po/ris Regu Pri^.sl^oo^ 

nunc, cui idem nuper Rex, pro bono et laudabili seruicu> ^^^- '^•» 
per ipvum eidem nuper R^ impenso et impeudeudo, 

XX maxcas percipiende» Ringidis annw ad Scoccantnn ;}^f»^« >**"» 

suum, pro teimino vite ii^sius Thome, ad terminus Pasche ibr iir«. for hi» 

et Saiic/i Michoe/is iier equales porciones, per It/eras r»*»««^^*«» 

' So, for 'incsasto.' 

' Among the " Liberationcs ** to the "miniBterB** of the 
Exchequer from 14 Januarj to 28 March is the following entr^ : 

"Waltero Lucy de London', Haberdassher, In denarys sibi 
liberatts p«r mania propruu, pro psrpuneno ab eo empto, tam 
prv officio TheacNirarH et GamerartorKm de Scoccortb, ^uam 
priuati Sigilli Domthi Kegis xlv.s. ij.d«" 

There is a duplicate of this roll. 

HOCCLEVK. — M.P. e 



Ixvi Hoccleves Annuity Confirmd, Payment to Him in 1423. 



and Hen. V. 
«oiiAnnd it,— 

16 t$. 7ff. by 
KMlfninient, 
and 10«. 9^. in 
uiou«y ; 



10 IStf. M. 



snas patentes conoessit^ qnas qnidem lUersA dic/us Dofni- 
HUB Kex nunc confirmauit ; In denart/tf sibi liberate per 
manus pro^tias, videlicet, par assignacionein factam isto 
die, vj.li. ij.B. vij.d. ob., et in moneta x.8. viij.d* ob., in 
peraolncionem x marcdrum sibi liber&iantm de huii/«- 
THodi certo suo, videlicet, pro termino Pasche vlUnio pre- 
teriio; pej* brewe de liberate inter mandata de hoc 
temiitio . . vj. li. xiij.s. iiij.d. 



We have seen tlit 
roiiflrniatioii by 
Henry V. 



of Hoodeve's 
Annuity of 
£lS6«.8<i.ffranted 
by Hen. IV. 

on 28 Sept. U13. 

Ry tilt advice of 
Our Council, 
We approve and 
oonflrm the eanoe. 

f 4 Jan. I42t-S. 



XLVII, 

24 Jan. 1423. Inspeximus and Confirma- 
tion by Henry VI. of Hoccleve s Annuity 
of £13 6s. Sd. 

[Patent Roll, 1 Hemy VI., port 2, membrane 7.] 

De conBnnacione — Hocdeue. 

Bsx, Omnib?^ ad quos etc., salutem. Inspcximrts 
ItYeras patentes carissimi Domini et po/iis nostn Eegis 
Henrici quiuti defuncti, de confinnactone tactas in hec 
verba : ** Henricus, Dei graciti Rex Anglte et Franc/e, 
et Dominus HendV Oranibwe ad quos (&c., as in tlie 

Patent of 1 Hen. F., 28 Sept. 1413) 

In cuius rei testimonium, has ItYeras nogtras fieri fecinifu; 
patentes. Teste me ip^o, apud WestmoTMU^ertiim, vice- 
simo octauo die Septembri^ anno re^i nostri pnrao." 
Nos autem dtc/as 1/Veras ip^us po/ris nos/ri, de auisa- 
mento magni Consilij nostii, approbamus, ratificamus 
et confirmamus, prout hYere predac^e roetonabiliter tes- 
tantur. In cuius etc. Teste Bege, apud Westmo;/atf- 
terium, xxiiij die Januarij. 

Per breue de priuato sigilla 



XLVIII. 

15 Feb. 1423. Payment to Hoccleve of a 
half-year's Annuity (£6 135. id.) to Michs. 
1422. 

[Pells Issue Rolls, Michaelmas, 1 Henry YL] 
* Sic, for Hiberuie. 



Appendix, Payments to HoccUve in 1423. Ixvii 

Die Lune, xv* die February. 

Thome Hoccleue, nuper vni clericon/m in officio ToThocHoe- 
priuati aigi^t Dammi ^enrici nuper Eegur Anglic, aui iSTtit; ph^^*' 
Kegw nunc f cui idem nuper Rex, pre; bono et laudabili S^im Heniy 
s^ruicio per ip«tim Thomam eidem nnper Kegi impenso i^- 
^ impendendo, xx marcoir percipienda« ad Scaccanum ImTb*. m. a yu 
suum, singnlis annw durante vita sua, ad terminoe ^^^^^ 
Pasche et SoncA MichoeZis per equaW porciottes, per 
li^eratf suas patent conceMt^ : quas quidem li^eras pater ^ 
Eegis nunc ac idem D<7mtnu8 Bex oonfirmauerun/ : and Henry v. 
In denary^ sibi liberatM per xaamu proprk», m per- ft,— 
Bolucionem x marearum sibi liberandarum de huiti^ in moii^ paid 
modi certo suo, yideHcet, p-o termino Sanc/i Michae/is forabair-yMr** 
vlttmo pi'eterito, per brewe de liberate inter mandata de JJJJ**^***^***^- 
hoc te^mim) vj.lL xiij.s. iiij.d. le is*, id. 



XLIX. 

20 May 1423. Payment to Hocdeve of a 
half-year's Annuity, £6 13^. 4c/., to 
Easter 1423. 

[Polk Issue Roll, Easter, 1 Hen. YL] 

Die Jouis, xx* die Maij.' 

Thome Hoccleue, nuper vni Clericorum in officio Thoaiat 
pn'uati sigilli Domtni Hemriei nupei* Eegis Anglie, aui Sj^^JSt^tg^ 
Kegis nunc, cui idem nuper Kex — pro bono et laudabili derk* w wLm 
seruicio per ipMtm Thomam eidem nuper Rep impenso miud^' 
et impendendo— XX. marecu percipiendrui ad Scaccarium ««««•<<*•• 
8uum singtilis annte durante vita sua, ad terminos Pasche 
et Saneti MichoeZte per equales porciones, per litena 
suas patentee conce«n/: quas quide^n lUena DomintiB MdHMiyv. 
Henrietts nuper Rex, pater Regis nutic, ac idem Domi- *"^ ^^ 
nils Rex nuiic confirmauenifi/ : In denanjff sibi liberatis oooflnnd it- 

Y • •« • In nMMMT Mikl to 

per manus propria^, in perso/tieume^n x marearum sibi foraiyUrThim 

liberandorum de hnxusmodi certo suo, videlicet, pro ter- •«>»""y ^ 

mino Pasche vlttmo preterito, per breue de liberate inter EMt«r, i«ss, 

mandoto de hoc termino .... vj.lL xiij.a iiij.d. m is«. 4d. 

* This is expressed more fdlly in tbe following RolL 
> This heaainff applies to both this and the next Hocdeve 
entry on this roll, but they are some distance apart 

€ 2 



Ixviii Payment to Hoccleve in 1423. Grant of a Corrody, 1424. 



Thomai 
Hoeel^M, 

orth«Privy-8flal 
Office, psld to liim 

for red wax and 

Ink, 

bouglit of Walter 

Luer of London, 

for tn« Office, 

fhND 9 Feb. 14tt 

to 19 Mj^ IttSk 

tU.ld, 



20 May 1423. Grant to Hoccleve of 23^. 
\d, for red wax and ink, bought for the 
Privy- Seal Office. 

[Pells Issue Roll, Easter, 1 Henry VI. ] 

Thome Hoccleue, de officio pr/uati sigilli D'>mini 
Regis, In denart/« sibi liberate p^r manus propr/eu, in 
peraoluctoT^em xxiij.8. iiij.d.^ quos D</mtnu8 Rex nuwc 
eidem Thome liberare mandauit pro cera rubea ei in- 
causto, per ip<wm emptM de Waltew Lucy de L<»ndon', 
et in dtc^o officio expendit/9, a ix° die Februar/;, anno 
ix° Regis Henrtct quinti, po/ris Regis nuttc, vsque xix 
die[m] Maij \\iiino preteritum, per breue de pr/uato si- 
gillo inter manda^a de hoc termino . . xxiij.s. j.d.' 



To the King and 
OounclU 

Tho«. Hoccleve 
of the Privy-Seal 
Office be^ y«ia to 
grant him andi 

ftrovleion for lift 
II SouUiwtck 
Priory, Haiit*. as 
tlie late N. Muk- 
kyngbad. 



LI. 

4 July 1424. Grant to Hoccleve of the 
Corrody that the late Nicholas Mokkyng 
had in the Priory of South wick, Hants. 

[Privy-Council Proceedings and Ordinances ^ 1422-9, 
vol. iii, p. 152, ed. Nicolas, 1834.] 

[Additional MS. in British Museum 4604, art 34 ; a 
modem Transcript. — Petition to the King and Council, 
with the answer, 4th July, 2 Hen. VI. 1424.] 

" Au Roy, notre tresredoute et soverain seigneur, et 
as tresnobles et tressages sei.^eurs do son Consail. 

" Supplie votre treshumble clerc, Thomas Hoceleve, 
de Toffice du prive seal, quil plaise a voz treenobles seign- 
uries lui grantor autiele sustenance, a prendre chascun 
an durante sa vie, en la priore de Suthwyk en contc^ de 
Suthamptoii, come Nichol Mokkynge, que mort est, — 
nadgaire Maistre de Saint Laurance de Ponteneye en 
Londres — avoit et prist en la dicte priorie quant il 
veequist,* pour Dieu et en oevre de charitee. 

» Sic 

' ** j.d." is written over an erasure ; probably a correction of 
the "iiij.d." above. 

' As Hoccleve's annnity was paid to Michs. 1425, it isn't 
certain that this South wick corrody was worth £20 a year so as 
to stop the King's annuity under the original (p. zlix) and the 
substituted Qrants. But the Treasurer no doubt did stop it 
after 1425. 



Appendix, Lad Payment of Hocdcve's Annuity, 1426. Ixix 

"H. Gloucestre. H, CAniuariensis. J.Londoniensis. 
H. Wyntonie/ww. 'Philippua Wygornieiwi*. Warre- 
wyk. Scrop. Hungerford. 

^ (In donto) iiij die Julij, anno Becundo, apud West- 4 Juw im. 
motuuferium, concessa fuit pnescns supplicatio in forma ^ISum u* 
qua petitur, prsBsentibus dominis infiascriptis." gnuii«L 



LIL 

1424, Michs. 3 Hen. Vl. Thomas Hocclyff, late one of r not. uu. 
the Clerks in the office of the Privy Sea), to Henry ui^t^^ 
IV., who for his good service gave him 20 marks 
yearly by letters patent, confirmed by the present 
King: — 6^ 13*. 4^ for the half-year, paid into his 
own hands on Monday, 27 November. 



LIIL 

11 Feb. 1426. Payment of Hoccleve's last 
half-year's Annuity (£6 13^. id.) to 
Micfas. 1425. 

[Pells lasae Roll, Michiehnu, 4 Hen. VI.] 

Die Lone, xj* die February. 

Thome Hocclyff, nuper vni Clmoonim in officio 
priuati sigilli Domtni Henrtci nuper Regis Anglte, aui 
Kegis nunc, cui idem nuper Rex — pro bono et laudabili 
seruicio per ipirtim Thomam eidem nnper Regi impenso 
et impendendo — xx [marcas]^ percipiendo^ singrdis 
annis ad Scorcar/fim suum durante vita sua, ad iermi- 
no8 Pa8ch« et Sam.7i Michoelis, per equales porcioncs, 
per It^eras suas patentee conceMiV ; quas quidem ItVrras 
Donitnris Henriciis nuper Rex Anglte, pater Regiir, ac 
idem Dominus Rex nunc, confirmauemn^ : In denanjs 
sibi liberate p^ mantis proprtna, in penoincionem x 
marcnrum sibi liberandarum de hnlumodi certo sue, 
videltret, pro termino Sonc/i Michae/is vlt/mo pretert/o, 
per brefie de liberate inter nmudata de hoc termino 

VJ h. Xllj 8. Ulj d. 



ToTho*. Hoe> 
der*, lat« one of 
the Clerks In Uie 
Privy-Seid Oflk-e, 

to whom 
£1% 6«. 84. a Tear 
WM granted by 
Henry V.,— 



tn money pakl 
to him 



fnr hi« I year'a 
AMniiity to 
Michs. 142S, 



U lU. id. 



There is nothing about Hoccleve in the Pells Issue 
Rolls of Easter 4 Hen. VI, 1426 ; Michs. 5 Hen. VI, 
1426; Easter 10 Hen. VI, 1432; Easter 15 Hen. VI, 

1 Omitted. 



Ixx Appendix. No Payment to Hoccleve in 1440. 

1437 ; Easter 17 Hen. VI, 1439 ; Michaelmas 19 Hen. 
VI, 1440; Easter 20 Hen. VI, 1442; Easter 25 Hen. 
VI, 1447. 

1440. In the Pells Issue EoU for Easter, 18 Hen. 
VL, there is a payment to ''divers Clerks of the King's 
. Privy Seal," of tiie King's gift, as a reward for trans- 
crihing the Agreements made with the Emperor — 5 
marks. And another payment to ''Thomas Fraunk,^ 
one of the Clerks, and Filacer in the office of the King's 
Privy Seal"* But there is no reference to Hoccleve. 

The foregoing notices were obtained from the Patent 
Eolls and the Exchequer EoUs only by dint of search- 
ing through some hundreds of membranes — perhaps 
about 1500. Few, if any, of them are referred to in 
the meagre indexes. 

^ Or Frankc. 

' Was he the successor of HoccleTe t He is also mentioned 
in Easter 15 Hen. VI., Easter 17 Hen. YI., and Mich. 19 
Hen. VI. 



HOCCLEVE'S MINOR POEMS. 

A.D. 1413—1446. 



Phillippi MS. 8151 (formerly Prince Henry^ Son o/Janm /). 

leaf 8 : vellam, ab. 1450 A.D. 

Eift Complesnte of ti)e Firgin before 

tije Cro00. 

(•ngUaht by oommand of Ladt HsasroBO.) 
(In S-measore sevens, ababb, ee.) 

[The first leaf of the MS. and of this CompleynU (a 1) is lost 
The first 2 lears of the Poem to *01dcastel/ si^. a 7, 8, hay 
been pat befor the 2nd leaf of the Virgin CoinpleynU (sign, a 
2), to prevent the MS. looking incomplete. Ther was thus at 
least one rascaly bookseller in James Ts time.] 



[7] 



43 



% Womman, — \ai among the peple speek* 

How ))at the wombe blessid was ^at beer, 

And the tetes |>at yaf to sowken eek* 

The gone of god / which on hy hangith heer, — 

What seist thow now / why comeat thow no neert 47 

Why nart thow heere t / o womiTian, wher^ art thow, 



That nat ne seest my wof ol wombe now t 

[8] 
% Simeon / thow seidest me fid aooth 

' The strook* that perce shal my sones herte, 

My soule thirle it shal ' / and so it dooth : 

The wownde of deeth ne may I nat asterte, 

Ther may no martirdom me make smerte 

So sore as this martree smertith me : 

So sholde he seyn / \ai myn hurt mighte see. 

HOCOLEVB, M.P. — L 



49 



50 



54 



56 



[•Ign. A t, iMf t] 

O Woman (L«Aw» 
zi. tJ) who Md 
my Womb wm 
' M ww d/ wli*n 
Aitthoanow? 



SlmooD, tbo 
•word UiAt pierat 
my Son's h«ut 

(LiMr«,tt.SS) 
pleroM mtno too! 



B 



2 I. TDB COMPLEYNTB OF THE VIROIN MART. 

[9] 
FiiUierand if 0. loachim / o deew fadir myn ! 57 

Motlw ! why did . ' "^ 

ye breed me p And seiiit Anne, my modir deere also 1 

To what entente / or to what ende or fjn 

Brogfiten yee me foorth / pat am greened so t 

Mirthe is to me become a verray fo. 61 

Tour fadir Danid / pat an harpour was, 

Conforted folk* pat stood in heuy cas. 63 

[10] 
Me thynkith yee nat doon to me arigfit, 64 

pat were his successours / syn instrument 
Ye cAiiiiot comfort Han yoo uoou left / wher-wttA me make light, 

me. 

And me conforte, in my woful torment 

Me to doon ese / han yee no talent, 68 

And knowen myn conforteless distresse : 

Yee oghten weepe for myn heuynesse. 70 

[111 

oson, if O blessid sone / on thee wole I out throwe 71 

My salte teeres / for oonly on thee 
My look is set / o thynke / how many a throwe 

tiiink how I nant Thow in mvn armes lay / and on my knee 

andkistTheel /«*,,. , I. 

Thow sat / & haddist many a k us of me. 75 

Eeek thee, to sowke, on my breestes yaf y. 

Thee norisshyng* faire & tendrely. 77 

[12] 
Now Death uket Now thee fro me, withdrawith bittir death, 78 

"•- "^ ""' And makith a wrongful disseuerance. 

Thynke nat, sone / in me pat any breeth 

Endure may / pat feele al this greuance ; 

My martirdom me hath at the outrance ; 82 

I needes sterue moot / syn I thee see 

Shamely nakid, strecchid on a tree. 84 

[13] 
[leaf 4) And this me sleeth / pat in the open day 86 

Thyn hertes wownde shewith him so wyde 



I. THE COMPLETNTE OF THE YIROIN MART. 



pat alle folk see and beholde it may, 

80 laigeliche opned is thy syde. 

! wo is me, syn I nat may it hyde 1 89 

And, among othre of my smerte greeues, 

Thow put art also, sone, amonges theeues, 91 

[H] 
As thow wer6 an euel & wikkid wiglit 92 

And, lest pat somme folk* par anenture 
No knowleche hadde of thy persone aright, 
Thy name, Pilat hath put in scripture, 
pat knowe mighte it euery creature, 96 

For thy penance sholde nat been hid. 
/ wo is me / pat al this see betid I 98 

[15] 
How may myn yen, pat beholde al this, 99 

Re6tre3rne hem for to shewe by weepynge 
Myn hertes greef / moot I nat weepe t yis ! 
Sone, if thow haddist a fadir lyuynge, 
That wolde weepe & make waymentynge, 103 

For pat he hadde paart of thy persone, 
That were a greet abr^gynge of my mono. 105 

[16] 
But thow in eerthe / fadir haddist neuere ; 106 

No wight for thee / swich cause hath for to pleyne. 
As pat haue I / shalt thow fro me disseuere, 
pat aart al heolly myn t my sorwes deepe 
Han al myn hertes ioie leid to sleepe. 1 10 

No wight with me, in thee, my sone, hath part : 
Hoolly of my blood > / deer« chyld / thow art 112 

[17] 

That doublith al my torment & my greef. 113 

Vn-to myn herte / it is confusion, 

Thjn harm to see / ^t art to me so leef. 

Mighte nat, sone / the Redempcioun 

> r MS. bleod. 

B 2 



AndfAbuI Thoa 
art Mtaroonff 

thICTM! 



Thj naiiM !• 
wrltUn op that 
•11 ftilk may know 

TIlM. 



Tboohaat no 
fatlMT lirltiK to 
comfort m«. 



[lMf4.lMdc] 

Buthly tether, 
tboo oortr hadirt. 



Thoa art wholly 
loy child. 



I grICTt tOMC 

ThMburL 



L THE COlfPLETNTE OF THE VIRGIN MART. 



But what Thoa 
wllttbtdoMl 



Death, who hast 
slaiu my Son, 



•lay mat 



Moon and 
Stan, 



weep with me I 



{} But see Lnkt 

xxlii. iS-5. fto.] 

DarknetM from the 

6th to the 9th 

hour. 

O Sun, why 

leavett 

thou my Son 

nncoverd here? 



Hide hia naked- 
ncaa! 



He is tliy Lord. 



Of man han bee withoute eff usioun 117 

Of thy blood 1 yis / if it had been thy lust 

But what thow wilt be doon / soufire me must ! 119 

[18] 
deeth / so thow ky thist thy bittiraesse 1 20 

First on my sone / & aftirwaid on me. 
Bittir art thow / & f ul of crabbidnesse. 
That my sone hast slayn thurgh thy crueltee, 
And nat me sleest / certein, nat wole I flee. 124 

Come of / come of* / & slee me heere, as blyue ! 
Departe from him / wole I nat a lyue ! 12G 

[19] 

if moone / o sterres / and thow firmament I 1 27 

How may yee, fro wepynge yow restreyne, 

And seen your Creatour in swich torment t 

Yee oghten troublid been in euery veyne, 

And his despitous deeth / with me compleyno. 131 

* 
Weepeth & crieth as lowde as yee may, 

Our Creatour wit/* wrong is slayn this day. 133 

[20] 
IF Sonne, with thy cleere hemes brij;hte,* 134 

fyit seest my child nakid this nones tyde, 
Why souffrest thow him, in the npen sighte 
Of the folk* heere / vnkeuered abyde 1 
Thou art as moche, or more, holdo him to hyde, 138 
Than Sem, pat helid his Fadir Noe 
Whan he espyde fat nakid was he. 140 

[21] 
If thow his sone be / do lyk ther-to ! 141 

Come of / withdrawe thy hemes brightnesse ! 
Thow art to blame / but if thow so do. 
For shame / hyde my sones nakidnesse ! 
Is ther in thee no sparcle of kyndenesset 145 

Remembre he is thy lord and Creatour ! 
Now keuere him / for thy worsship & honour ! 147 



I. THE OOMPLBTNTB OF THE VIRQIN MART. 



[22] 
V eerthe / what lost hast thow to susteene 148 

The crois on which he pat thee made, and it, 
Is hangid t / and aourned thee with greene 
Which pat thow werist / how liast thow thee qwit 
Vn-to thy lord ?/ o do this for him yit ! 152 

! wake for doel / & dene thow in two, 
And al pat blood / restore me vn-to, 154 

[23] 
Which thow hast dronke / it myn is, & not thyn; 155 
Or elles thus / withouten taryynge 
Tho bodyes dede / whiche in thee pat lyn, 
Caste out / for they, by taast of swich dewynge. 
Hem oghte clothe ageyn in hir dothynge. 159 

Thow Caluarie / thow art namely 
Holden for to do so / to thee speke Y. 161 

[24] 

deere sone / myn deeth neighith faste, ' 162 
Syn to an othir / thow hast youen me 

Than vn-to thee / & how may my lyf laste, 

pat me yeuest any othir than thee t 

Thogh he / whom thow me yeuest / maiden be, 166 

And thogli by iust balance / thow weye al, 

The weighte of him & thee / nat is egaL 168 

[25] 
He a disciple is / & thow art a Lord ; 169 

Thow al away art gretter than he is ; 
Betwixt yoor miglites / is ther greet discord. 
My woful torment / doublid is by this ; 

1 needes moume moot / & fare amis ; 173 
It seemeth ^t thow makist departynge 

Twixt thee & me for ay / wtt^oute endynge; 175 

[26] 
And namely / syn thow me * womman ' callist, 176 
As I to thee straunge were and vnknowe ; 
TherthurgH, my sone / thow my ioie appallist ; 



Deaf 5, bark] 
O Earth, cImv* 



tn two, and rt* 
•tore my Soii'a 
blood! 



or east odi thy 

I 



GalTary, do tiiUI 



Hov cau I live f 



Deaf 6] 



ThoQ Memast to 
bava MTard ma 
from Tbaa lor 
tT6r. 



Tboo ralladat ma 
•Woman!' 



L vu eamnxTTTK or imb i 

Vd fcefe I ptt ik^th Ua t 

Hsth bent ' ft BM paipoeith -iotn to thnwv. ISO 

Of aorwe taike maj I nai jnow^, 

.Sfo fro ' id; name / I-dnm an; ■■ ■■>'- 18^ 

Wd IM7 men cUpeaaJeaiUe me 'Mm'! 183 

From heoDei forwrnl, u bs; aen me oH. 

How ab/ilile I knger* elept be ' Maria ', 

Hjn ' I ', wbkb u tbenia, ia fro me bfi 

Tbia da; j aXtnj awetneae ia in-to pit 187 

ToTDed, ajn ^ ' I ', which waa the beautee 

(H mj nam« / thia dajr hjoome is me. 189 

[28] 
H luhn, mj deere freend ! thow haaat raceTneil 190 
A wufnl modir / and an heujr sone 
Ilase I of thee / deeth hath myn othir wejaed 1 
How may we two, the deeth eschoe or shone I 
Vft Anrj wigKt«s two / wher may we wonet 19< 

Thon art of confort / deetitut J late; 
And ao am I / fnl careful been wee I 196 

(2»1 
Vn-to oun hertee / deeth hath sent Ids wownde : 197 
Noon of va may alleggen otbrea peyns. 
80 manye eorwet in vs two habownde, 
We han no might, fro sorwe vb restrcyne ; 

dr / die moot we tweyne ; 201 

teruen heer par compaignie t 

there / Si heere wole I die. 203 

[30] 

thogit yee monrne and waile & weepe^, 204 

tong / alayn is your Cieatour 

\ni yee weren wont to keeps 

Bile / they to dethea shour 

I / thi))jh yoe han wo & langour, 208 

out, Tor want of power to work it in. 
vt'a 'wrynge & milo k weepe,' Clvtk'a Vajoj. 



L THE COMPLSTNTB OF THE VIBOIN MART. 



No wondir is it / who may blame yowl 
And yit ful cheer he had hem )kzt him slow. 

[31] 
HO/ special lone / ^t me ioyned haast 
Yn-to my sone / strong is thy knyttynge ! 
This day ther-in fynde I a bittir taast ; 
For now the taast I feele, & the streynynge 
Of deeth / by thy deeth / feele I deeth me stynge. 
O poore modir / what shalt thow now seye t 
Poore Marie / thy wit is aweye ! 

[32] 
Marie t nay / bat * marred ' I thee cafi. 
So may I wel / for thow art / wel I woot, 
Vessel of care & wo, & sorwes eM ! 
Now thow art frosty cold / now fyry hoot ; 
And right as )>at a ship, or barge, or boot, 
Among the wawes dryueth steerelees. 
So doost thow, wofol womman, confortlees ! 

[33] 
And of modir / haast thow eek* lost the style : 
No more nuust thow dept be by thy name ! 
IT sones of Adam / al to long whyle 
Yee tarien hens / hieth hidir for shame ! 
See how my sone / for your gilt & blame, 
Hangith heer al bybled vp on the crois ! 
Bymeneth him in herte & cheere & vois ! 

[34] 
His blody stremes, see now & beholde I 
If yee to him ban any affeocioun. 
Now for his wo / your hertes oghten colde. 
Shewith your loue and yoor dileccioon ; 
For your gilt makith he correccioun 
And amendes / right by his owne deeth : 
pat yee nat reewe on him, myn herte it sleeth. 

[35] 
A modir ^t so soone / hir cote taar 
Or rente / sy men neuere noon or this. 



210 

211 [leafT] 

OLort^ 



215 nowIfiselDMUh's 
•Utigl 

217 



218 I am not Mary, 
bat * marred.' 

a rwd of woe! 



222 
224 

225 Mother am I, no 
more. 

Sone of Adam, 



229 aee my Son Meed- 
Inff ou tbeCroet! 

231 



232 Cl«f7.lttek] 



236 



238 



239 



Show yoor lore I 



8 n. TO SIR JOHN 0LDCA8TLB. A.D. 1415. 

For chyld / which pat shee of hir body baar, 

To yeue her tete f as my chyld, Jjot heere is, 

His cote hath torn / for your gilt, nat for his, 243 

^!hJ!S^ ^^ ^*^ ^^® ^^^^ despent in greet foysoun ; 
"«>*• And al it was for your Redempcioun. 245 

IF Cesttout 

Ceste Compleynte paramont feut translatee au 
cowmandement de ma dame de Hereford, 
que dieu pardoynt ! 



[II.] 

Ceste feu0t fatcte au temps que le IBioy 

^enri U F, (q«e ©teu parUoint!) 

fe»0t a l^ampton mx son primer 
passage tiers f^arfiete. 

(In 6>measuTe eights, abab, eded.) 

[J] 
[•ign. A 7, leaf ij fllHe laddre of heuene / I meene charitee, 

-^ Comandith vs / if our brothir be falle 

In to errour / to haue of him pitee. 

And seeke weyes, in our ^vitte8 alle, 4 

How we may him ageyn to vertu calle ; 

And in gretter errour ne knowe I noon 

oidcutioi thou Than thow, bat dronke haast^ heresies £^^110, 

hMt lea Christ's 

ikiUi! And art fro Crystes feith twynned & goon. 8 

[2] 
Alias ! fat thow fat were a manly knyght, 

And shoon ful cleer in famous worthynesse, 

Standynge in the fauour of euery wight, 

Haast lost the style of cristenly prowesse 12 

1 The aa in 'haast,' L 7, and *aart, paart,* 1. 160, 162, 
occurs elsewhere. The Latin side-notes, below, are in the MS. 



It TO SIR JOHN OLDCASTLB. A.D. 1415. 



Among alle hem / pat stande iu the cleemefise 

Of good byleeue / & no man wtt^ thee holdith, 

Saof corsid caitifs, heires of dirknesse : 

For verray routhe of thee / myn herte coldith. 16 

[3] 
Thow haast maad a fair permutacion 

Fro Crystes lore* to feendly doctryne ; 

From honour & fro dominacion 

Yn-to repreef and meschenons y[e]nyne ; 20 

Fro cristen folk* / to hethenly couyne ; 

Fro seoretee vn-to ynsikimesse ; 

Fro ioie and ese / vn-to wo & pyne, 

Fro light of troathe / vn-to dirke falsnesse. 

[4] 
Oldcastel / alias / what eilid thee 

To slippe in to the snare of heresie ? 

ThuTgh which / thow foo arte to the Trinitee, 

And to the blissid virgyne Marie, 28 

And to the Innumerable holy co77ipaignie 

Of heuene / and to al holy chirche. alias ! 

To longe haast thow bothid in ])at folie ! 

Ryse vp / & pourge thee of thy trespas ! 

[5] 
Se3rnt Austyn seith / ' whiles a man abydith 

In heresie or scisme / and list nat tlee 

Ther fro / his soule / fro God he dinidith, 

And may nat saued been in no d^ree. 36 

For what man holdith nat the vnitee 

Of holy Chircho / neithir his bapteeme, 

Ne his almesse / how large ^at it be, 

To helthe him profyte / ne god qweeme.' 40 

[6] 
And yit more-ouer he seith thus also, 

* Thogh fat an heretyk*, for Crystes name 

Shede his blood / & his lyf for Cryst forgo, 

Shall nat him saue ' / alias, the harm & shame I 44 



NoontholdawlUi 
thM, bat oarNd 
caitiffil 



ThoQ hMi left th« 
lUchtoTTraUifor 
24 darkMM! 



bMTkJ 



Thoa art God's 
Cm! 



«Q Pnrg* thM of thj 
o^ tnspan! 



fMS.l 
AngK«fiiiK« d« 
fide, ml Petruai : 
* FlrmiMiflM iene, 
dt nnlUUnM 
dahitM,que«libet 
b«reUcaM Ac. qui 
9CcUii9 catho/{c« 
noil ttn«t viilu- 
teH, MqM* bftptis* 
mo* / iicqiM ele> 
inoslna quaiitaaM 
cunqii* copioM / 
iMq«« roon pro 
CkrUA noMlMe 
•uacepta, prottofre 
poteritad 
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IL TO SIR JOHN 0LDCA8TLE. A.D. lilS. 



OldcMtle! obey 
tlte Cliurdi I 



[•ign. A 8, leaf 1] 

CMS.] 
De Tlitodom 
Ulustris Inip«ra- 
torit obedUneUU 
liumiliUte / r»- 
•piot In historte 
tripartita, lifrro 
Ix*, vbi namt, 
*CuaiapudThe*o- 
lonioaai Ciulta* 
teM,' dx. 



Thon liaat aold 
thy xral to the 
DeviL 



Quench Uij 
pride ! 



Bepentt 



[•ign. a ft, or leaf 
2, baclij 

1 
[1 MS. m] 

A»lc Qod mercy t 



May nat thy smert thy sturdy herte attame 1 
Obeie / obeie / in the name of Jhesu ! 
Thou art of merit & of honur lame ; 
Conquere hem two / & thee arme in virtu ! 

[7] 
If thyn hy herte, bohiynge in erronr, 

To holy chirche can nat buxum be f 

Beholde Theodosius Emperour, 

How humble & buxum vn-to god was he ! 

No reward tooke he of his dignitee, 

But, as a lamb, to holy chirche obeide : 

In the scripture / may men rede & se 

How meekly of the Bisshop, grace he preide. 

[8] 
Thoffense which fat he ageyn god wroghte, 

Was nat so greet as thjrn / by many fold ; 

And yit ful heuy he was, & it forthoglite, 

Obeyyng* as fat holy chirche hath wold. 

Thow fat thy soule / to the feend haast sold, 

Bye it agayn thui^gh thyn obedience 1 

Thyn heresie is al to hoor and old ; 

Correcte thee at Crystes reuerence I 

[9] 

And for thy soules helthe / do eeke so I 
Thy pryde qwenche, & thy presumpcioun ! 
Wher thow hast been to Crystes feith a fo, 
Plante in thyn herte a deep contricioun, 
And hennes f oorth be Crystes Champioun ! 
The welle of mercy renneth al in brede ; 
Drynke ther-of / syn ther is swich foyso;<n, 
Thyn hertes hotel / thei'-of fille, I rede. 

110] 
Thow haast ofifendid god wondirly sore ; 

And nathelees / if thow the wilt amende, 

Thogh thy gilt wei^ a tfiowaand^ tymes more, 

Axe him mercy / & he wole it thee sende. 



48 



52 



56 



60 



64 



68 



72 



76 
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Thow art vnwys / thogli thow thee wys prctende, 

And 80 been alle of tbyn opinioun. 

To god & holy chirche thow thee bende ! 

Caste out thy venym thaigh confessioun t 80 

[11] 

Thow seist * confessiotm auriculeer 

Ther needith noon ' / but it is the contrarie ; 

Thow lookist mis / thy sighte is nothyng clcer t 

Holy writ therein is thyn Adu^rsarie, 

And Clerkes alle ho thy conceit vane, 

pat Grystes partie holden & maynteene. 

Leue )>at conceit / lest )»at thow mis-carie I 

Waar of the swerd of god / for it is keene. 88 

[12] 
Keere, in this lyf / vn-to god mercy crie, 
And with the ax or hamer of* penance 
Smyte on the stoon / slee thyn obstinacie t 
Haue of thy synnes heuy remembrance 1 92 

Rowne in the preestes ere / & the greuance 
Of thy soule / meekly to him confesse ; 
And in the wal of heuene / is no doutance, 
Thow shalt a qwike stoon be / for thy goodnesse. 96 

[13] 
*0 Oldcastel / how hath the feend thee blent ! 
Wher^ \b thy knyghtly herte / art thow his thral t 
Thow errest foule eeke in the sacrament 
Of the Anter / but how in special 100 

For to declare' it needith nat at al ; 
It knowen is in many a E^oun. 
Now syn the feend hath youen the a fal / 
Qwyto him / let see / ryse vp & slynge him doun ! 

[U] 
Ryse yp, a manly knyght, out of the slow 
Of heresie / o lurkei' / as a wrecche 
Whei* as thow erred haast / correcte it now I 
By humblesse / thow mayst to mercy strecche. 108 



Band thet to Holy 
Chordi! 



Thoo ol4«ctMi to 
ConflMtiott. 



[MS.] 
84 8erlpta«M</ 
'OrtMHlit«vo« 
■argiilnUhMi * 



LcftTt that oon< 
etiti 



CMS.] 
AmtftuHmaM 6» 
▼MtaMoMtaflrm- 
9rwm dieit, *In 
maro Cinitatit 
9mp4m9 appofi^n* 

In colua cdlfldo 
DO* audltwr 
Meute aat nul* 
Imw. hie ptrttT' 
tndw ast auvpi* 

tM/biOMllH- 

•ndot ast lapldi 
malUo* / hte oon- 
Urtndmmmt 
totaai lapidU 
gaftmatmnm I 
ttrapltM p«cra- 
tormmiaorum n- 
oordatio Mip«r 
qaibM ptfrttrtpat 
la aw MefrdoCit 
hnmilllaM tua 
eonCMBio, kc.* 

[• uifcm. B I. or 



RlM up, and •ling 
104 thoDrrUdowuI 



BiMOOtoTth* 
•knigh of Htreajr I 
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II. TO SIR JOHN OLDOA8TLB. A.D. 1416. 



Oct absolution 
from Holj 
Church! 



Thoa reftuMt to 
dMjPreUtM. 



[■Ign. b. 1 ; ir. 8, 
back] 



Confbsa and 
repent of Uijr 
envral 



ir a Priest la 
vicious. 



follow liim not, 
but ob«y his 
teaching. 



Stir noan^ments 
about our Faitli I 



To holy chirche go / & ther* fecche 

The holsum oyle of absolucion. 

If thow of soules hurt ne shame recche, 

Thow leesist heuene / and al knygtitly renoun. 112 

[15] 
Par cas / thow to thy self shame it arettist, 
Vn-to Prelatz of holy chirche obeie : 
If it so be / thy conceit thow mis settist 
What man aright can / in his herte weyo 116 

The trouthe of thatf To Ihe*u Cryst, I seye, 
Principally / is J)at obedience. 
God hath ordeyned preestes to purveye 
Salue of penance / for mannes offense. 1 20 

[16] 
Vnto seint Petir and his successours, 
And so foorth doun / god hath his power lent 
Go to the Preest / correcte thyn errours, 
With herte contryt vn-to god y-bent ! 124 

Despute no more of the sacrament 1 
As holy chirche biddith, folwe it ! 
And hennes forward / as by myn assent, 
Presume nat so mochil of thy wit ! 128 

[17] 
I putte cas, a prelat or a preest 
Him viciously goucjue in his lyuynge / 
Thow oghtist reewe on it / whan thow it seest, 
And folwe him nat / but afbir his techynge 132 

Thow oghtest do / & for thyn obeyynge 
Thow shalt be sauf / & if he teche amis, 
Toforn god shal he yeue a rekenynge, 
And fat a streit / the greet peril la his. 136 

[18] 
Lete holy chirche medle of the doctryne 
Of Crystes lawes / & of his byleeue, 
And Icte alle othir folkc / ther-to enclyne, 
And of our feith noon argumentes meeue. 140 
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For if we migllte our feith by reson proeue. 

We sholde no meryt of our feith haue. 

But now a dayes / a Baillif or Keeue 

Or man of craft / wole in it dote or raue. 144 

[19] 
Some womTnen eek^, thogti hir wit be thynne, 
Wele argumentes make in holy writ I 
Lewde calates ! sittith down and spynne, 
And kakele of sum what elles, for your wit 148 

Is al to feeble to despute of it ! 
To Clerkes grete / apparteneth ))at aart 
The knowleche of fat, god hath fro yow shit ; 
Stynte and leue of / for right scleudre is your paart 152 

[20] 
Our« fadres olde & modres lyucd wel, 
And taghte hir children / as hem self taght were 
Of holy chirche / & axid nat a del 

* Why stant this word heerc 1 ' / and * why this word 

there t' 15G 

' Why spake god thus / and seith thus elles where 1 ' 

* Why dide he this wyse / and mighte han do thus t ' 
Our fadres medled no thyng of swich gero : 

pat oghte been a good mirour to vs. 160 

[21] 
If land to thee be falle of heritage, 
Which ^t thy fadir heeld in reste & pees, 
With title iust & trewe in al his age, 
And his fadir before him brygelees, 164 

And his and his / & so foortli / doutelcas 
I am ful seur / who so wolde it thee reuc, 
Thow woldest thee deffendc & putte in prees ; 
Thy right thow woldest nat, thy thankes, leue. 168 

[22] 
Right so / where as our goode fadres olde 
Possessid were, & hadden the seisyne 
Peisible / of Crystes feith, & no man wolde 



[MS.] 
FldM non lioAet 
DMrituui, Ac 



[■iffii. b t. If. 9] 

WomMi txtn 
argue now about 
HoljWritI Lh 
•m cackle of 
■ooMthlnff alM I 



Onr fbrdUiiien 



nerer a»kt quea- 
tions. 



No mora ought 
we. 



Ifyoolnharitad 
Und 



you'd defend it 
agaliut robbera. 



[•Ign. h ?, If. % 
back] 
So our (kthera 
bald Chrirt'a 
fkitb. 
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II. TO SIR JOHN OLDCASTLR. A.D. 1415. 



IM tu tlitn keep 
their poeeeMkm 
with all oor 
might! 



He whntl not 
defend hie rtf hte 
it a coward I 



[M8.] 
Lege Nemo. 
' Nemo Cleriooe 
▼el militarie, vel 
caittellbet alttf/iue 
coiidiciowli de fl<le 
e*rtfdana pofr/joe 
tarbis ooadunatie 
A aodientibM 
traetare oonetur 
in pocteruM ex 
hoc tamolttM A 
perfldie occaei- 
oneia requirene 
Ac. A ibi expTM- 
tMtmr pena In 
huiaemodi caneie 
exeqaend<f.' 

[iMif 10] 

OldcasUe, don't 
read Holy Writ! 
Read Laneetof, or 



th»ai*ffto/Troifi 



arJtuign and 
JosAua : 



Impugne hir right f it sit vs to enclyne 1 72 

Ther-to / let us no ferther^ ymagyne 

Bat as fat they dide ! occupie our right ; 

And in oure hertes fuUj determyne 

Our title good / & keepe it with our might. 176 

[23] 
Who 80 hath right / and nat wole it deffende ; 
It is no manhode / it is cowardyse : 
And as in this cas / he shal god offende 
So greuously / )>at he shal nat souffyse, 180 

The maugree, for to here in no wyse 
Fro Cryst fat right first greew / & if pat we 
Nat shuln susteene it / we been f ul vnwyse : 
Him self is feith / right / troutho, & al bontee. 184 

[24] 
The Cristen Emperour Justinian, 
As it is writen / who so list it see^ 
Made a lawe deffending* euery man. 
Of what condicion or what degree 188 

pat he were of / nat sholde hardy be 
For to despute of the feith openly ; 
And ther^ vp on / sundry peynes sette he, 
pat peril sholde eschued be therby. 192 

[25] 
Bewar Oldcastel / & for Crystes sake 
Clymbe no more / in holy writ so hie 1 
Eede the storie of Lancelot de lake. 
Or Yegece of the aart of Chiualrie, 196 

The seege of Troie / or Thebes / thee applie 
To thynge pat may to thordre of knyght longe I 
To thy correccioun / now haaste and hie, 
For thow haast been out of ioynt al to longe. 200 

[26] 
If thee list thyng rede of auctoritee. 
To thise stories sit it thee to goon : 
To ludicum / Regum, and losue. 
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To laditli / & to Paralipomenon, 204 

And Machabe / & as siker as stoon, 

If ^t thee list ia hem bayte thyn ye, 

More autentiktf thing / shalt thow fynde noon, 

Ne more pertinent to Chiualrie. 208 

[27] 
Knyghtes so dide in tymes fat be past, 
Whan they had tendrenesse of hii' office ; 
In Crystes feith they stooden stidefast ; 
And as ^t the preest, hir soules Norioe, 212 

Hem goostly fedde / & yaf hem the notice 
Of Crystes lore i with obedience 
They iocke it / but now r^neth swich malice, 
That buxamnesse is put in abstinence. 216 

[28] 
O Constantyn, thow Prince of hy nobleye / 
O cristen Emperour / whos worthynesse 
Desdeyned nat to holy chirche obeye. 
But didest al thy peyne & bisynesse, 220 

With wel disposid spirit of raeeknesse. 
The Ministres of god for to honure ; 
How thow wroghtist / hast thow so strong witnesse. 
That lyue it shal / whil the world wole endure I 224 

[29] 
Thow took nat on thee hir correctiotm, 
Ne yp on hem / thow yaf no iugement I 
Swich was to god thy good affeccioun, 
Thow seidest / ' they been goddes to vs sent ! 228 

And ^t it is nothyng conuenient. 
That a man sholde goddes iuge and deeme.' 
Thow wecQ a noble & a worthy Regent ! 
Wel was byset on thee / thy diadeeme I 232 

[30] 
Bleesid be god / ho whom deryued is 
Al grace / our lige lord / which ])at is now 
Our feithful cristen Prince and King / in this 



tlMMpartalo to 
Chivalry. 



KoighUoroU 



obcjd the Pri«Ht. 
Noir, ohedicne* ia 

WtMtdt. 



[It 10 bk.] 

Tb« Bmperor 
CnnatantiiM obeyd 
Holy Chnrdi. 



[MS.] 
De admtrabill 
honor* qnta 
CoiMtantintM Im* 
p«rmtor •xhibait 
eee£Mfo MlniitH* 
lu seriUtatr / 
* D«iu Tos eonati- 
tuit mocrdotw. & 
potMUt*M d«m 
vobfo iodicMMli. k 
ld«o not a tcbis 
tadie«ma»r; voa 

aOt«M IMM f)0(Mti« 

ab hmMiwANu 
ludlcari/ fto. 



Oar HanryT 
foUowa his attpa. 



16 



n. TO SIR JOHN OLDCASTLB. A.D. 1415. 



OldcftiUe! Follow 
thete PrincM ! 

[iodd.thft! If he 

* does it no longer/ 
why ehonld he be 
BColdedP PRead 

* that' (or *tkogh* 
in2S8.] 



[leaf 11] 



Bow and correct 
tbyeeiri 



Return to God 1 



Leeve thy mU- 
beliefl 



Debate not agaimt 
Ood! 



[leaf 11. back] 
Lord of all! 

Inspire Oldcastle 
with Thy grace ! 



Folwith thy steppes / o* for shame thow 236 

Oldcastel / thow haast longe tyme ynow 

Folwed the feend / thogh thow no longer do,^ 

Do by my reed / it shal be for thy prow : 

Flee fro the Feend / folwe tho Princes two ! 240 

[31] 
Be ward had, & consideracioun, 
Yn-to the dignitees of tho persones, 
Thow art of a scars reputacioun I 
A firoward herte / haast thow for the nones ! 244 

Bowe & correcte thee / come of at ones ! 
Foule haast thow lost thy tyme many a day ! 
For thyn vnf eith / men maken many mones ; 
To god retoume / & with his feith dwelle ay ! 248 

[32] 
Thogh god the haue souflfrid regiie a whyle, 
Be nat to bold / be war of his vengeance ! 
He tarieth* for thow sholdist reconsyle 
Thee to him / & leue thy mescreaunce. 252 

Holsum to thee / now were a variaunce 
Fro the feend to our lord god / & f ro vice 
Vn-to vertu, fat were his by plesaunce, 
And his modres, man-kyndes mediatrice. 256 

[33] 
Some of thy fetheres weren plukkid late, 
And mo shuln be / thow shalt it nat asterte ; 
Thow art nat wys / ageyne god to debate ! 
The flood of pryde / caste out of thyn herte ! 260 

Grace is a-lyue / to god thee conuerte ! 
Thow maist been his / if thee list Ydm obeie ; 
If thow nat wilt so / sorrer shalt thow smerte. 
Than herte of man may thynke, or tonge seye ! 264 

[34] 
Almighty god / thow lord of al, and Syre, 
Withouten whom is no goodnesse wroght, 
This knyght, of thyn habundant grace onspyre I 
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Remembre how deera / pat thow haast him boght 1 268 
He is thjn handwerke / lord ! refuse him noght, 
Thogh he thee haue agilt outrageously / 
Thow ^t for m^rcy deidest, change his thoght t 
Benigne lord, enable him to mercy I 

[35] 

Yee ^t peruerted him / yee folke dmmpnable I 
Yee heretikes ^t han him betrayed. 
That manly was / worthy & honurable, 
Or pat he hadde of your venym assayed, 276 

I doute it nat / your wages shal be payed 
Sharply / but yee correcte your trespas. 
In your fab errour / shul yee been outrayed, 
And been enhabited with Sathanas. 

[36] 
Yee, with your sly coloured arguraentes 
Which ^t contenen nothyng but falshode, 
Han, in this Knyght, put so feendly ententes, 
pat he is onerchaiged with the lode 284 

Which yee han leid on his good old knygttiode. 
That now * a wrecchid knyght ' men caUe may. 
The lak* of feith / hath qwenchid his manhode ; 
His force ageyn god / naght is at assay. 288 

[37] 
' Pryuce of preestes ' / our lige lord yee calle 
In scorn / but it is a style of honour : 
Auctoritee of Freest excedith alle 
Eerthely powers / thoffh it seeme sour 292 

To the taast of your detestable errour. 
They ^t in the feith been constaunt & sad. 
In seint Petres wordes han good fauour. 
And &yn been to fuUfill^ ^t he bad. 296 

[381 
Alltf eerthely Princes and othir men, 

Bysshops to obeie / commandid he. 

Yee han no ground to holde ther ayen : 

HOOOLBVB, M.P. — ^I. 



He to tby handl- 
worik 



Pit him for 
272 mtttfl 



Te H«r«Ue« that 

mUtodthto 

Knight, 



AA^ 7« than go to 
280 HoUl 



To hoTO qotndit 



hto nuuihood. 



OeoflS] 

Te eoll the King 

'Prineeof 

PrteaU.' 

But PHeete oro 

olWThlm. 



Barthljr Prioece 

mtutobejr 

Bishope. 
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II. TO SIR JOHN OLDOASTLB. A.D. 1415. 



Si^ritoal things 
ar abav tomporaL 



Th« Sun and 
Moon 



betokan Papal 
authority, and 
Kingly. 



Deaf It, back] 

At Sun to Moon, 
so it Popa to 
King. 



Ifye'Unotbe- 
liar It, I hope ye 
may be bortit ! 



Yeeay'aainftil 
prtent oan't mnke 
Oiriat't body.' 



He can. 



Spirituel thynges / passe in dignitee 
AUe the thynges temporel fat be. 
As moche as dooth the soule the body. 
In the scriptures, serche / & yee shnl see 
pat it no lees at al is hardily. 

[39] 
Two ligtites, god made in the firmament 
Of heuene / a more made he, & a lesse ; 
The gretter light, to the day hath he lent, 
It for to serue in his cleer brightnesse; 
The smaller, to the nyght in soothfastnesse 
He lente also / to helpe it with his light. 
Two dignitees they toknen in liknesse : 
Auctoritee papal, and kynges might. 

[40] 
Looke, how moche & how greet dyuersitee 
Betwixt the sonne ther is, & the moonef 
So moche is a popes auctoritee 
Aboue a kynges might / good is to doone 
pat yee aryse out of your errour soone, 
pat there-in walwid han / goon is ful yore. 
And but yee do / god, I byseeche a boone, 
pat in the fyr yee feele may the sore ! 

[41] 
Yee fat nat sette by preestes power, 
' Crystes Eebels, & foos ' men may you call^. 
Yee waden in presumpcioun to fer ! 
Your soules to the feend, yee foule thralla ! 
Yee seyn, * a preest in deedly synne falle. 
If he so go to messe / he may nat make 
Crystes body ' / falsly yee erren aUe, 
pat holden so / to deepe yee ransake ! 

[42] 
As wel may a preest fat is vicious, 
pat precious body make, day by day. 
As may a preest / fat is ful vertuous ; 



aoo 



304 



308 



312 



316 



320 



324 



328 
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but waar the preest / his soule it hurte may, 332 

And shaly but he be deene : it is no nay. 

Be what he be / the preest is instrament 

Of god / thuigb whos wordes / trostith this ay, 

The preest makith the blessid sacrament 336 

[43] 
Yee medle of al thyng / yee moot shoo the goos : 
How knowen yee what lyf a man is ynne 1 
Your fals conceites renne aboute loos ! 
If a preest synf ul be, & fro god twynne, 340 

ThuTgh penitence he may ageyn god wynne. 
No wight may deerly knowen it or gesse, 
pat any preest, beynge in deedly synne, 
For awe of god, dar to the messe him dreese. 344 

[44] 
Yee seyn also * ther sholde be no pope, 
But he the beste preest were vp-on lyue/ 
O ! wher-to graspen yee so fer, and grope 
Af tir swich thyng / yee mowe it neu^re dryue 348 
To the knowleche / nothyng there-of stryue ! 
Medle nat ther with / let al swich thyng passe I 
For if fat yee do / shul yee ueuare thryue ; 
Yee been ther-in as lewde as is an asse ! 352 

[45] 
Many man outward / seeroeth wondir good, 
And inward is he wondir fer ther-fro : 
No man be luge of pai / but he be wood : 
To god longith pat knowleche, & no mo. 356 

Thogh he be right synf ul / sooth is also. 
The hy power pat is to him committid, 
As large as petres is / it is right so : 
Amonges feithful folk* / this is admittid. 360 

[46] 
What is the lawe the werse of nature. 
If pat a luge vse it nat aright 1 

No thyng / god wot / auyse him pat the cure 

c 2 



Tb* PriMt k 011I7 
•n instroiiMnt ta 
nalu Um Bodjr. 



PMflS] 



BmUm, no on« 
<mii knoir that 
a PriMt In tin 
<Ur»ptrlbfm 



T« Mgr that 'only 
thtlMrt PriMt 
should be Pope.' 



T«artMMt! 



OodaloMoui 
Judge what a tarn 
St. 



The Pope's power 

Uiaegriatae 

Peter's. 



Pt IS, bk] 
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Ther-of hath take / looke he do bat right ; 364 

Waar / fat he nat stonde in his owne light t 
Good isy fat he his soule keepe & sane. 
Pat your him TooT fab conceites, puttith to the flight. 

opinionftolllgbtl 

I zede / and Ciystes mercy, axe & haue ! 368 

[47] 

Tee pat pretenden folweis for to be 

Of Crystes disciples / nat Ijue sholde 
v lire in lutt, AftiT the flesshlv lustes / as doon yee 
^v one wif«7« Jjat rekken nat / whos wyf yee take & holde : 372 

..tke. 

Swich lyf / the disciples nat lyue wolde, 

For cursid is the synne of aduoutrie ; 

But yee ther-in, so haidy been & bolde, 

pat yee no synne it holden, ne folic. ~ 376 

[48] 
If yee so holy been as yee witnesse 
Of your self f thanne in Crystes feith abyde ! 
Christ's ditdpiM The disciples of Cryst had hardynesse 

faced dMth boldly. „ . , ,. , « ^ » i aa/> 

For to appeere / they nat wolde hem hyde 3o0 

For fere of deeth / but in his cause dyde. 
They fledden nat to halkes ne to hemes, 
TehidthieornMrt. As ycc doon / fat holdcn the feendes syde, 

Whiche am of dirknesse the lantemes. 384 

[49] 
[iMf 14] Ne neuere they in forcible maneere 
^^7.^71^ With wepnes roos / to slee folk, & assaUle, 
(at tiM» Ritinff in As y cc didcu late in this contree heere, 

8t. ones'* Fields, . .% -ry ^ f ^ o « . .11 AAA 

In Jan. uu,) Agcyu the King, sti}'f to rere, & bataille. 388 

Blessid be god / of your purpos yee failk, 
And faille shuln / yee shuln nat foorth ther with! 
Tee broken meynee / yee wrecchid rascaille 
Been al to weyk6 / yee han ther-to no pith I 392 

[50] 
Ton ofedeot to Also ycc holdou ageyn pilgrimages, 
imagia. Whichc am ful goode / if fai folk wel hem yse ; 

And eeks ageyns the makynge of ymages* 
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What / al is nat worth ^t jee clappe & muse. 396 

How can yee, by leson, your self excuse 

)}at yee nat erren / whan yee folk* excite 

To vice / and stire hem, verta to refuse t 

Waar goddee strook* / it peisith nat a lyte. 400 

[61] 
For to visite seintes / is vertu, 
If ^t it doon be for deuodoun ; 
And ellee / good is, be ther-of eschu. 
Meede wirkith in good entencioun. 404 

Be cleene of lyf / & be in orisonn ! 
Of synne, talke nat in thy viage ! 
Let vertu gyde thee / fro toun to toun I 
And so to man / profitith pilgrimage. 

[52] 
And to holde ageyn ymages makynge, 
(Be they maad in entaille or in peynture,) 
Is greet errotir / for they yenen stirynge 
Of thoglites goode / and causen men honure 
The seint / after whom / maad is that figure, 
And nat worsshippe it / how gay it be wroght 
For this knowith wel eu^ry creature 
jkxi reson hath / ^t a seint is it uoght. 416 

m 

Kight as a spectacle helpith feeble sighte, 

Whan a man on the book* redith or writ, 

And causith him to see bet than he mighte. 

In which spectacle / his siglite nat abit, 420 

But gooth thuigh / & on the book restith itf 

The same may men of ymages seye, 

Thogh the ymage nat the seint be / yit 

The siglite ys myngith to the seint to preye. 424 

[64] 
Ageyn possessions / yee holden eek^, 
Of holy chirche / & that is eek^ errour : 
Your inward ye / is f ul of smoke & reeke I 
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II. TO SIR JOHN OLDCA8TLB. A.D. 1415w 



Bat Christ. whlU 
on Mith, httd 
PoriM, 



ClMflS] 



What riKht hav« 
yetotak« from 
tho Church what 
ye never gave ? 



Why thonld the 
Cbnrohbe^KiUd^ 



Te lay • Property 
ought to be oom- 



mon.' 



But It oughtn't to 
be made so by 
Tlolenoe. 



[If. 15, bk.] 



Ve only want to 
plondM*. 



While heei^ on eerthe / was our Sauueotir, 428 

Whom Angels diden s^ruice & honour, 

Purses had he / why f for his chirche sholde 

So haue eek* aftir / as seith mine Auctotir : 

Yee goon al mis / al is wrong / pat yee holde t 432 

[65] 
lustinian Emp^rour had swich dieertee 
To holy chirche / as f^at seith the scripture, 
))at of goodes how large or greet plentee 
It hadde of yifte of any creature f 436 

Him thoghte it youe in the best mesure 
))at miglite been / his herte it loued so. 
Yee neuere yaf hem good, per auenture : 
What title ban yee / aglit for to take hem fro 1 440 

[66] 
And if yee had aght youe hem or this tyme, 
Standynge in the feith / as yee oghten stonde, 
Sholden they now / for your change & your cryme, 
Despoillid been of )>at they haue in honde f 444 

Nay / pat no skile is / yee shul vndirstonde, 
They nyglit and day labouren in prayeere 
For hem that so yaf / etyntith, and not fonde 
To do so f for first boght wole it be deere. 448 

[57] 
Presumpcion of wit, and ydilnesse, 
And couetyse of good / tho vices three 
Been cause of al your ydil bysynesse. 
IF Yee seyn eeke : * goodes, commune oghten be : ' 452 
\)at ment is, in tyme of necessitee, 
But nat by violence or by maistrie. 
My good to take of me / or I of thee, 
For pat is verray wrong & robberie. 466 

[58] 
If pat a man the soothe telle shal, 
How ^t your hertes in this cas been set, 
For to ryfle, is your entente final ; 
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Tee ban be biay longe / abonte a net, 460 

And fayn wolde ban it in tbe watir wet, 
The fissli to take / which yee ban purpoeid. 
Bat god and our lord b'ge hath yow let I 
It nis, ne shal been / as jee ban snppoeid. 

[59] 
Men seyn 'yee purpose hastily appeere, 
The worm for to sleen in the pesecod : ' 
Come on / whan yow list / yee shul reewe it deere 
The feend is your cheef / & our heed is god I 
Thogli we had in oura handee / but a clod 
Of eerthe / at your heedee to slynge or caste, 
Were wepne jmow / or a smal twig or rod ; 
The feith of Cryst / stikith in ys so faste 1 472 

[60] 
We dreden nat / we ban greet auantage, 
Wheihir we lyue / or elles slayn be we. 
In Crystes feith / for yp to heuenes stage, 
If we so die / our soules lift shul be ; 
And on fat othir part / yee feendes / yee 
In the dirk« halke of^ Helk shul descende ! 
And yit with ys abit this charitee, 
Our deeir is / pat yee yow wolde amende. 480 

[61] 
Tee holden many an othir errotir mo 
Then may be writen in a litil space, 
But lak* of leisir me commandith ho. 
Almighty god / byseeche I of^ his grace 
Enable yow to seen his blessid face. 
Which fat is o god / & persones three. 
Remembre yow / heuene is a miry place, 
And helle is f ol of sharp aduersitee. 488 

[62] 
Tit, Oldcastel / for him pat his blood shadde 
Vp on the crois / to his feith tome agayn I 
Forget nat the loue / he to vs hadde, 
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II. TO SIR JOHN 0LDCA8TLB. A.D. 1415. 



Tarn not thy 
brain agminat the 
Faith! 



Repent! 



Why art thoa not 
fighting In France 
by King Henry*! 
•ideP Shame on 
thee! 



Dearie, bk.l 

Once, Oldcaetle 
wae in every ttmy. 



HowhaatheDeril 
changed thee! 



HnmUe thee to 
bur King! 



pat blisful lord / fat for slle vs / was slayn ! 492 

From hennes forward / trouble nat thy brayn 
As thow hast doon, ageyn the feith ful sore ! 
Cryst, of thy soule / glad be wolde, & fayii : 
Betoume knyghtly now vn-to his lore ! 496 

[63] 
Eepente thee / and with him make accord I 
Conquere nieryt and honour / let see, 
Looke how our cristen Prince, our lige lord, 
With many a lord & knyght beyond the See, 500 

Laboure in armes / & thow hydest thee ! 
And darst nat come / & shewe thy visage ! 
O, fy ! for shame / how can a knyght be 
Out of tlionur of this rial viage t 504 

[64] 
Sum tyme was no knyghtly turn no when, 
Ne no manhode shewid in no wyse, 
But Oldcastel wolde, his thankes, be there. 
How hath the cursid fiend changid thy gyse ! 508 

Flee from him ! and alle his wirkes despyse t 
And pat y-doon, vn-to our cristen kyng 
Thee hie as faste / as pat thow canst dyuyse, 
And humble eeke thee to him / for any thyng t 512 

Cest tout 
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[IIL] 

Cg ensugt la male trgle tie E* f^occUue. 

[Against his ill-regoUted life : eating and drinking to exoeM 
for 20 yean (L 109 — 112) ; treating and kissing girls, L 145 — 
160 ; (He confesses his cowardice in L 169 — 176 ;) drinking in 
Taverns at Westminster, L 179 ; (tho* still young— «ay 35-> 
L 209) going on the river, 1. 190—208, and this mainly with 
borrowd money, L 869^71. 

Final 8 kept up. Double vowel for tone, ' haast, aart, paart,' 
&c, and to give the liquid u, treewe ; ou used for other u, 
souf^se, &C., souffre ; not for not, as always.] 

[In 6-measnre eights, abdb, hcbc. Printed by 0. Mason.] 

[I] 

precious treeor incooparable 1 
O ground & roote of prosperitee ! 
O excellent richesse commendable 
Aboaen all^ / ^t in eerthe be 1 4 

Who may sasteene ihyn adoersitee 1 
What wig&t may him airante of worldly welthe, 
But if he folly stande in grace of thee, 
Erthely god / piler of lyf / thow helthe t 8 

[2] 
Whil thy power / and excellent vigour 

(As was plesant vn-to thy worthy neese) 

R^ned in me / & was my gouemour, 

Than was I wol / tho felte I no duresse, 12 

Tho farsid was I with hertes gladnesse ; 

And now my body empty is, & bare 

Of ioie / and ful of seekly heuynesse, 

Al poore of ese / & ryche of euel fare I 16 

[3] 
If pai thy fauour twynne from a wight f 17 

Smal is his ese / & greet is his greuance ! 

Thy loue / is lyf / thyn hate sleeth doun right 1 
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ihaTaiofftHttiUi, Who may compleyno thj disseu^rauco 20 

Bettre than I, pat, of myn ignorance, 
Yn-to seeknesse am knyt / thy mortel fo. 

and I know whai Xow Can I knowe feoftte fro penaunce ; 

pMUUM Is* 

And whil I was vriVi thee / kowde I nat so. ^ 24 

I mttK diOty My grief and bisy smert cotidian 25 

So me labouren <& tormenten sore, 
\>at what thow art now / wel remembre I can, 
And what fruyt is in k^epynge of thy lore. 28 

Had I thy power knowen or this yore, 
As now thy fo oonpeliith me to knowe, 
Kat sholde his lym han cleued to my gore, 
For al his aart / ne han me broght thus lowe. 32 

[5] 
PMfi7,iMirk] But I haue herd men seye longe ago, 33 

' Prosperitee is blynd / & see ne may ' : 

And venfie I can wel / it is so ; 

For I my self* put haue it in assay. 36 

Whan I was weel / kowde I considere itf nay ! 

But what / me longed aftir nouelrie, 

As yeeres yonge yemen day by day ; 

for my part folly. And now my smert accusith my folie. 40 

[6] 
In yonui I kntw Myn vnwaT yowthe kneew nat what it wrogfite, 41 

loM uoaith. This woot I wel / whan fro thee twynned shee ; 

But of hii* ignorance hir self shee sogfite. 

And kneew nat fat shee dwellyng was wttA thee; 44 

For to a wight wer^* it greet nycetee 

His lord or freend wityngly for toffende, 

Lest pat the weighte of his aduersitee 

The fool oppresse / & make of him an ende. 48 

[7] 
From hennes foorth wole I do reuerence 49 

Vn-to thy name / & holde of thee in cheef. 

And werrd make, & sharp resistence 
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Ageyn tby fo & myn, ^at cruel theef , 
\)ai yndir foote / me halt in meschee^. 
So ihow me to thy grace reconcyle. 
O now thyn help / thy socour and leleef^ ! 
And I for ay / mis leole wole exyle. 

[8] 
Bat thy m^rcy ezcede myn offense / 

The keene assautes of thyn adofrsarie 

Me wole oppresse with hir violence. 

No wondir / thogh thow be to me contrarie ; 

My lostes blynde ban causid thee to varie 

Fro me / thurgb my folie & inpudence ; 

Wherfore / I, wrecche / curse may & warie 

The seed and fruyt of chyldly sapience. 

[9] 
As for the more paart / youthe is rebel 

Yn-to reson / & hatith her doctryne, 

Regnynge which / it may nat stande wel 

With yowthe / as fer as wit can ymsgyne. 

O / yowthe / alias / why wilt thow nat enclyne, 

And vn-to reuled reform bowe thee 1 

Syn resoun is the verray streiglite lyne 

pat ledith folk* / vn-to felicitee. 

[10] 

Ful seelde is seen / fat yowthe takith heede 

Of perUB pat been likly for to faU ; 

For, haue he take a purpos / pat moot nede 

Been execut / no conseil wole he call ; 

His owne wit, he demeth best of all ; 

And foorth ther-with / he renneth brydillees, 

As he pat nat betwixt hony and gatt 

Can iuge / ne the werre fro the pees. 

[11] 

AD othir mennes wittes be despisith ; 
They answeren no thyng to his entente ; 
His lakil wit only to him souiTysith ; 
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Xy flriffttdii warnd 
ID* agaliul mjr 
mianala. 



And now I*m rip* 
tor tb« giftT*. 



LlMifl9] 
JUMODbadAin* 
Ml and drink 
modtntoly. 



BatforMyflsn 
l'T«UTdln 



His hy presumpciofin nat list consente 
To doon as fat Salomon wroot & mente, 
pat redde men by conseil for to werke : 
Now, youthe, now / thow sore shalt repente 
Thy lightlees wittea duti, of reson derke ! 

[12] 
My freendes seiden vn-to me ful ofte, 
My mis reule me cause wolde a fit ; 
And redden me, in esy wyse & softe, 
A lyte and lyte to withdrawen it ; 
But ^t nat mighte synke in-to my wit. 
So was the lust y-rootid in myn herte. 
And now I am so rype vn-to my pit, 
jxxt scarsely I may it nat asteite. 

[13] 
Who-so cleer yen hath, & can nat see, 
Ful smal, of ye, auaillith the office / 
II Bight so / syn reson youen is to me 
For to discerne a vertu from a vice, 
If I nat can with resoun me cheuice. 
But wilfully fro reson me withdrawe, 
Thogh I of hii* haue no benefice, 
No wondir / ne no fauotir in hit la we. 

[U] 
Eeson me bad / & ledde as for the beste, 
To ete and drj-nke in tyme attemprely ; 
But wilful youthe nat obeie leste 
Vn-to fat reed / ne sette nat ther-by. 
I take haue of hem bothe outrageously 
And out of tyme / nat two yeer or three, 
But .XX.** wyntir past continuelly, 
Excesse at borde hath leyd his knyf wiU mo. 

[15] 
The custume of my repleet abstinence. 
My greedy mowth, Keceite of swich outrage, 
And hondes two / as woot my n^ligence. 
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Thus ban me gyded / & broglit in s^ruage 116 

Of hire pat weneieth eaerj age, 

Seekneese, y meene, riotoores whippe, 

Habondantly fat paieth me my wage, 

So ^t me neithir daonce list, ne skippe. 120 

[16] 
Tlie outward eigne of Bachns & his lore, 121 

pat at his dore hangith day by day / 
Excitiih folk* / to taaste of bis moisture 
So often / pat man can nat wel seyn nay. 124 

For me, I seye / I was endyned ay i bnntod win*. 

Witb-outen daunger tbidir for to bye me, SnlS^ 

But if swicb cbarge / vp on my bake lay, 
Tbat 1 moot it forbere / as for a tyme ; 1 28 

[17] 
Or but I were nakidly bystad 129 pMrif,taek] 

By force of the penylees maladie, 
For tbanne in berte kowde I nat be glad, 
Ne lust bad noon to Bacbus bows to bie. 132 

Fy f Lak of coyn / departith conpaignie, 
And beuy purs, witb berte liberal, 
Qwencbitb the thirsty bete of hertes drie, 
Wher chynchy berte / hath ther-of but smaL 136 

[18] 
I dar nat teUe / bow ^t the fressbe repeir 137 

Of venua femel lusty children deer^, iwwt^terpnctj 

\>at so goodly / so shaply were, and f eir, 
And so plesant of port & of maneere, 140 

And feede cowden al a world with cheere. 
And of atyr passyngly wel byseye. 

At Ponies heed me maden ofbe appeere, attiMPMraBMd 

To talke of mirthe / & to disporte & pleye. 144 '^^^ 

[19] 
Tlier was sweet wyn ynow thurgh-out the hous, 145 and tnaitd «n to 
And wafree thikke / for this conpaignie 
pat I spak of / been sumwhat likerous, 
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Who wai better 
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Where as they mowe a draght of wjn espie, 
Sweete / and in wirkynge hoot for the maistrie 
To warme a stomak* with / ther-of they dranka. 
To suffre hem pale, had been no courteeie : 
That charge I tookd / to wynne lone & thanks. 

[201 
Of loues aart / yit touchid I no deel ; 
I cowde nat / & eek it was no neede : 
Had I a kus / I was content ful weel, 
Bettre than I wolde han be with the deede : 
Ther-on can I but smal ; it is no dreede : 
Whan yat men speke of it in my pnesence, 
For shame I wexe as reed as is the gleede. 
Now wole I tome ageyn to my sentence. 

[21] 
Of him fat hauntith iauenie of custame. 
At shorte wordes / the profyt is this : 
In double wyse / his bag^e it shal consume, 
And make his tonge speke of folk* amis ; 
For in the cuppe / seelden fownden is, 
pat any wight his neigheburgh commendith. 
Beholde & see / what auantage is his, 
pat god / his ^reend / & eek* him self, offendith. 

[22] 
But oon auauntage / in this cas I haue : 
I was so ferd / with any man to fighte, 
Cloos kepte I me / no man durste I depraue 
But rownyngly / I spak no thyog on highte. 
And yit my wil was good / if ^t I mighte, 
For lettynge of my manly cowardyse, 
pat ay of strookes impressid the wighte. 
So fat I durste medlen in no wyse. 

[23] 
Wher was a gretter maister eek* than y, 
Or bet aqweyntid at Wcstmynstre yate. 
Among the tauerneres namely , 
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And Cookes / wlian I cam / eerly or latel 
I pyncbid nafc at bem in myn acaie, 
But paied hem / as ])at they axe wolde ; 
Wherfore I was the welcomer^ algate, 
And for ' a verray gentil man ' y-holde. 

[24] 
And if it happid on the Som^res day 
\>at I thus at the taneme hadde be, 
Whan I departe sbolde / & go my way 
Hoom to the priuee seel / so wowed me 
Heete & vnlust and saperfluitee 
To walke yn-to the brigge / & take a boot / 
pat nat dorste I contrarie hem aU three, 
Bat dide as fat they stired me / god woot 

[26] 
And in the wyntir / for the way was deep, 
Yn-to the brigge I dressid me also, 
And ther the bootmen took vp-on me keep, 
For they my riot kneewen fern ago : 
With hem was I I-tagged to and fro, 
So wel was him / pat I with wolde fare ; 
For riot paieth laigely / eueremo ; 
He styntith neuere / til his para be bare. 

[26] 
Othir than ' maistir' / callid was I neuere, ' 
Among this meynee, in myn audience. 
Me thoghte / I was y-maad a man for eu^re : 
So tikelid me ^at nyce reuerence, 
fat it me made larger* of despense 
Than )>at I thoght ban been / o flaterie ! 
The guyse of thy traitorous diligence 
Is, folk^ to mescheef haasten / & to hie. 

[27] 
Al be it pat my yeeres be but yonge / 
Yit haue I seen in folk* of hy degree, 
How ^t the Yenym of faueles tonge 
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Resd In Um Book 
oftluNiUmnof 
B«a»t$, how M«r- 
nuilda entlM and 
denmr IblpoMn ! 



Hath mortified hir prosperitee. 
And broglit hem in so sharp ada^rsitee 
\)at it hir lyf* hath also throwe a-doun. 
And yit ther can no man in this contree 
Ynnethe eschne this confusioun. 

[28] 
Many a s^ruant / vn-to his lord seith, 
*)>at al the world spekith of him honour/ 
Whan the contrarie of pat / is sooth in feith : 
And lightly leeued is this losengeour : 
His hony wordes / wrappid in erroar, 
Blyndly conceyued been / the more harm is 1 
I thow, fauele, of lesynges Anctour, 
Causist al day / thy lord to fare amis ! 

[29] 
Tho combieworldes clept been * enchantoars ' 
In bookes / as pat I haue, or this, red, 
That is to seye, sotil deceyuours, 
By whom the peple is mis gyed & led, 
And with plesance so fostred and fed, 
f)ai they foi^ete hem self, & can nat feele 
The soothe of the condicion in hem bred, 
No more / than hir wit werd in hire heele. 

[30] 
IT Who-80 pat list in ' the book* of nature 
Of beestes ' rede / ther-in he may see 
(If he take heede vn-to the scripture,) 
Where it spekith of meermaides in the See» 
How fat so inly mirie syngith shee, 
pat the shipman ther-with fallith a sleepe, 
And by hir* aftir deuoured is he : 
From al which song, is good, men hem to keepe, 

[31] 
Right so the feyned wordes of plesance 
Annoyen aftir / thogh they plese a tyrae 
To hem pat been vnwyse of gouemance, 
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Lordes ! beeth waar / Let nat fauol yow lyme I 
If pai yee been enuolupid in cryme, 
Tee may nat deeme / men speke of yow weel, 
Thogli fauel peynte hir tale in prose or ryme : 
Ful holBum is it / truste hii' nat a deeL 

[32] 
If Holcote seith vp-on the book* also 
Of sapience / as it can testifie. 
Whan ^t Ylixes saillid to and fro 
By meermaides / this was his policie^ 
AUe eres of men of his compaignie. 
With wex he stoppe leet / for fat they noght 
Hir song sholde heere / lest the armonye 
Hem mighte vn-to swich deedly sleep han broght, 

[33] 
And bond him self / yn-to the shippes mast : 
Lo ! thus hem alle, saued his prudence. 
The wys man is, of peril sore agast. 
O flaterie ! o lurkyng< pestilence ! 
If sum man dide his cure & diligence 
To stoppe his ores fro thy poesie, 
And nat wolde herkne a word of thy sentence, 
Yn-to his greef it were a remedie. 

[34] 
As nay / al thogli thy tonge were ago, 
Yit canst thow glose in contenance & cheere ; 
Thow supportist with lookes eueremo 
Thy lordes wordes in eche mateere, 
Al-thogh pat they a myte be to deere ; 
And thus thy gyse is priuee and appert 
With word and look* / among our lordes heere 
Preferred be / thogh ther be no dissert 

[35] 
But whan the sobre / treewe, & weel auysid, 
With sad visage his lord enfozirmeth pleyn, 
How pat his gouemance is despysid 

HOCCLEVB, M.P. — h O 
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toll tiMiriord AmoDg the peple / & seith him as ihey seyn^ 276 

As man treewe oghte vn-to his soaereyn, 
to Rinttid his Conseillynge him amende his gouemance, 
StemiMTs. The lordes herte swellith for desdeyn, 

And bit him voide bljae with meschaance. 280 

[36] 

Men setten nat by trouthe now adayes ; 281 

Men loue it nat / men wole it nat cherice ; 

And yit is trouthe best at aA assayes. 

When ^at fals fanel, soustenour of yice, 284 

Nat wite shal how hir^ to cheuyce, 

Ful boldely shal trouthe hii' heed yp here. 
Letnot FiAttory Lordes, lest fauol / yow fro wele tryce, 
m I " ^^^ No lenger soufire hii* nestlen in your ere ! 288 

[37] 

^ Be as be may / no more of this as now ; 289 

But to my mis reule wole I refeere. 

Wher as I was at ese weel ynow, 
Before T lird In Or oxccsse vu-to me leef was, & deere, 292 

off: now I am And, or I Kueew his emestful maneere, 
^^*^' My purs, of coyn had resonable wone ; 

But now, ther-in can ther but scant appeere : 

Excesse hath ny exyled hem echone. 296 

[38] 
[iMfn] The feend and excesse been conuertible, 297 

£nr ** "" ^8 enditith to me my fantasie : 

This is my skile / if it be admittible : 

Excesse of mete & drynke is glotonye ; 300 

Glotonye awakith malencolie ; 

Malencolie engendrith werre & stryfs ; 

Stryf causith mortel hurt thurgh hir folie : 
and kiua tha »oni. Thus may excosse reue a soule hir Ijie, 304 

[39] 

H No force of al this / go we now to wacdie 305 

By nightirtale / out of al mesure ; 

For as in |)at / fynde kowde I no macche 
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In al the priuee seel with me to endure ; 
And to the cuppe ay took I heede & cure, 
For fai the drynke apalle sholde noght. 
But whan the pot eroptid was of moisture. 
To wake aftirward / can nat in my thoght. 

[40] 
But whan the cuppe had thus my neede sped, 
And sumdel more than necessitee. 
With repleet spirit wente I to my bed. 
And bathid there in superflnitee. 
But on the mom / was wight of no degree 
So looth as I / to twynne fro my cowche : 
By aght I woot / abyde / let me see ! 
Of two / as looth / I am seur, kowde I towche. 

I dar nat seyn Prentys and Arondel 

Me countrefete, & in swich wach go ny me ; 

But often they liir bed louen so wel, 

)>at of the day / it drawith uy the pryme. 

Or they ryse yp / nat tell I can the tyme 

Whan they to bedde goon / it is so late. 

O helthe, lord / thow seest hem in ^t cryme I 

And yit thee looth is / wtt^ hem to debate. 

[42] 
And why / I not / it sit nat yn-to me, 
pai mirour am of riot & excesse. 
To knowen of a goddes pryuetee ; 
But thus I ymagyne / and thus I gesse : 
Thow meeued art, of tendre gentillesse, 
Hem to forbore / and wilt hem nat chastyse. 
For they, in merthe and yertuous gladnesse, 
Lordes reconforten in simdry wyse. 

[43] 
But to my purpos / syn pat my seeknesse, 
As wel of purs as body, hath refreyned 

Me fro Taueme / & othir wantonnesse, 
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my nftin«ta 



PeafM] 



Hood«T«! B« 
rooderatonowl 



Be Mtttfled with 
aroiddtocoone! 



Thy TMiti are 
■canty. 



thoa earnest 
nothing. 



ThoQ dnr'Rt not 
■teal or beg. 



[leaf 14, bark] 

Thoa borrowedst 
mach. 



Among an heep / my name is now desteyned, 
My greaous hurt fnl litil is conpleyned, 
Bat they, the lak* compleyne of my despense. 
Alias fat euere knyt I was, and cheyned 
To excesse / or him dide obedience. 

[44] 
Dcj^penses laige enhaonce a mannes loos 
Whil they endure / & whan they be forbore, 
His name is deed / men keepe hir mowthes cloos, 
As nat a peny had he spent tofore. 
My thank is qweynt / my pars, his stof hath lore, 
And my Carkeis repleet with heuynesse. 
Be waar, Hocdeae / I rede thee therfore, 
And to a mene reule / thow thee dresse ! 

[45] 
Who-so, passynge mesure, desyrith, 
(As J>at witnessen olde Clerkes wyse,) 
Him self encombrith often sythe, & myrith ; 
And for-thy let the mene thee sonffyse. 
If swich a conceit in thyn herte ryse, 
As thy profyt may hyndre, or thy renoun, 
If* it were execut in any wyse, 
With manly resoun thriste thow it doun ! 

[46] 
Thy rentes annuel / as thow wel woost, 
To scarse been, greet costes to susteene ; 
And in thy cofre, pardee, is cold roost, 
And of thy manuel labour, as I weene. 
Thy lucre is swich / fat it vnnethe is scene 
Ke felt / of yiftes seye I eek the same ; 
And stele, for the g^erdoun is so keene, 
^e darst thow nat / ne begge also for shame. 

[47] 
Than wolde it seerae / J>at thow borwid haast 
Mochil of ^at ^at thow haast thus despent 
In outrage & excesse, and verray waast, 
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Auyse thee / for what thyng )>at is lent, 
Uf verray right / moot hoom ageyn be sent ; 
Thow ther-in haast no perpetuitee. 
Thy dettes paie / lest pat thow be shenf. 
And or pat thow ther-to compellid be. 

[48] 
Sum folk in this cas droedeu more offense 
Of man / for wyly wrenches of the lawe, 
Than he dooth, eithir god or conscience ; 
For by hem two, he settith nat [an] hawe. 
If thy conceit be swich / thow it withdrawe, 
I rede / and voide it clone out of thyn herte ; 
And first of god, and syn of man, haue awe. 
Lest ^t they bothe / make thee to smerte. 

[49] 
Now lat this smert, wamynge to thee be ; 
And if thow maist heere-af tir be releeued 
Of body and purs / so thow gye thee 
By wit / ^t thow / no more thus be greened. 
What riot is / thow taasted haast, and preeued ; 
The fyr / men seyn / he dreedith ))at is brent ; 
And if thow do so / thow art wel y-meeued : 
Be now no lenger, fool / by myn assent 1 

[50] 
Ey / what is me / pat to my self, thus longe, 
Clappid haue I / I trowe pat I raue. 
A / nay / my poore purs / and peynes stronge 
Han artid me speke as I spoken haue. 
Who-so him shapith, mercy for to craue. 
His lesson moot recorde in sundry wyse ; 
And whil my breeth may in my body wane. 
To recorde it / vnnethe I may souffyse. 

[51] 
^ O god ! o helthe I vn-to thyn ordenance, 
Weleful lord / meekly submitte I me. 
I am contryt / & of f ul repentance 
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HmIUi, be va»- 
dAil to in« I 



My body and 
pane «• both 
•ick. 



nMrt5,bw!k] 

Tell Lord Furnl- 
rml, the Tnuarer, 
to paj me my 
yearly £10, due 
iMt MiohaelmM. 
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pat euere I swymmed in swich nycetee 404 

As was displesaunt to thy deitee. 

Now kythe on me thy mercy & thy grace ! 

It sit a god, been of his grace free ; 

Foryeue / & neuere wole I eft trespace I 

[52] 
My body and purs been at oones seeke ; 
And for hem bothe / I to thyn hy noblesse, 
As humblely as pat I can * byseeke 
"With herte vnfeyned / reewe on our distresse I 412 
Pitee haue of myn harmful heuynesse I 
Releeue the repentant in disese I 
Despende on me a drope of thy largesse, 
Kig&t in this wyse / if it thee lyke & plese. 

[63] 
IT Lo, lat my lord the Foumeyal, I preye, 
My noble lord / pat now is tresoreer. 
From thyn Hynesse haue a tokne or tweye 
To paie me pat due is for this yeer 420 

Of my yeerly .x. ti. in theschequeer, 
Kat but for Michel terme pat was last : 
I dar nat speke a word of feme yeer, 
So is my spirit symple and sore agast. 

[54] 
I kepte nat to be seen inportune 
In my pursuyte / I am ther-to ful looth ; 
And yit pat gyse / ryf is, and commune 
Among the peple now, withouten ooth ; 428 

As the shamelees crauour wole / it gooth. 
For estaat real / can nat al day werue. 
But poore shamefast man ofle is wroth ; 
Therfore, for to craue, moot I leme. 432 

[55] 
The prouerbe is / ' the doumb man, no lond getith ; ' 
Who-80 nat spekith / & with neede is bete. 
And, thurgti arghnesse / his owne self forgetith. 
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No wondir / thogb an othir him foigete. 436 

Neede hath no lawe / as )>at the Clerkes treie. 

And thus to crane / artith me mj neede ; 

And right wole eek* bat I me eotremete, 

For ^t I axe is due / as god me speede 1 440 whaitadMioiM. 

[56] 
And ])at that due is / thj magnificence 441 [Imt m] 

Shameth to werne / as ^t I bjleeue. 
As I saide / reewe on myn inpotence, 
pat likly am to sterue yit or eeue, 444 

But if thow in this wy[8]e me releeuo. 
By ooyn, I gete may swich medecyne coin n 

As may myn hurtes alk, ^t me greeue, 
Exyle cleene / & yoide me of pyne. 448 



[IV.] 

Ccste ialalie nuugante trust Uitt au tree 
tiofile Hog «!&. le. VK, (qve liieu pars 

llOhtt t) le ioior Hue leS tieiyneuxsi lit SOtt 

Hoialme lui firent Una homages 
a Itengngtoim. 

[21 March, 1412-18. In 6-meatim eights, abah bdK,\ 

[1] 
rnhe Kyng of Kynges regnyng* ouer al, [«, uaf m] 

-L Which stablisshid hath in eternitee 

His hy might / ]K»t nat yarie he may ne shal, 

So constant is his blisful deitee, 4 k. Hmy y. 

My lige lord / this grace yow graunte he, MajOodcram 

That your estaat rial / which |wt this day y\MML^ia. Sj*?'^"^"' 

Haaih maad me lige to your souereyntee, Jll^irimL"^ 

In reule Yertuous continue may. ^**"^ 
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[leaf 26, back] 



Be Just, 



pitiful, and pra* 
dmt! 



GoTeni wiUi Law 
and Equity. 



Be Holy Chareh'e 
champion 1 



Drire oat hereqr t 



PeaftT] 



ini praj to Ood 
Cor joa. 



[2] 
God dreede / & ficcbe in him yowr trust verray ! 

Be clene in herte / & lone chastitee I 

Be sobre / sad / iust / troutbe, obserue alway I 

Good conseil take / & aftir it do yee ! 

Be humble in goost / of* your tonge attempree ; 

Fitous & merciable in special ; 

Prudent* / debonair^, in mesure free ; 

Nat ouer lai^e / ne vn-to gold thral ! 

[3] 
Be to your liges also sheeld & wal 1 

Keepe and deffende hem from aduersitee ! 

Hir wele and wo / in your grace lyth aL 

Gouemeth hem in la we and equitee ; 

Conquere hir loue / & haue hem in cheertee ! 

Be holy chirchcs Champioun eek* ay ; 

Susteene hir right / souffre no thyng doon be 

In preiudice of hii', by no way I 

[4] 

SeUieet. eoc/c*iam aanctam. 

Strengthe your modir / in chacyng* away 
Therrowr / which sones of iniquitee 
Han sowe ageyn the feith / it is no nay, 
Yee ther to bownde been of duetee ; 
Your office is it / now, for your seurtee, 
Souffreth nat Cryst-es feith to take a fal ! 
Vn-to his peple / and youres, cheerly see, 
In conseruyng* of your estat real ! 

[6] 
Syn god hath sent yow wit substancial, 
And kynges might / vertu, putte in assay 1 
And, lige lord / thogh my conceit be smal, 
And nat my wordes peynte f ressb and gay. 
But clappe and iangle foorth, as dooth a iay, 
Good wil to yow shal ther noon faille in me, 
Byseechyng* vn-to god, J)at, to his pay, 
Yee may gouerne your hy dignitee. 
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[V. AND VI.] 

€tfSU6 haldHui eiumgantes ^ Ceurent (aiU& au 

trefntobU Eog ^, It quint, (q«e liieu pau 

liotnt I) & au txtsliftmouxiMt conpaignie 

tiu Sarter. 

[In fiTe-measnte eights, abab, bde.] 

[1] 
riTo yow, welle of honar and worthynesse, 

-L Oar rigM cristen kyng / heir & Successour 

Yn-to lostinians deuout tendrenesse 

In the feith of Ihe#a, our Redemptoor ; 4 

And to yow, lordes of the garter / * flour 

Of Chitialrie ' / as men yow clepe & calle ; 

The lord of verta, and of grace Auctour, 

Graonte / the fniyt of your loos nat appaUe I 8 

[2] 
Lige lord, pat han eek* the liknesse 

Of Constantyn, thensaumple and the mirour 

To Princes alle, in lone & boxomnesse 

To holy chirche / o verray sustenour 12 

And piler of our feith, and werreyour 

Ageyn the heresies bittir galle, 

Do foorth / do foorth / continue your socour ! 

Holde yp Crystes Baner / lat it nat falle 1 16 

[3] 
This yle, or this, had been but hethenesse, 17 

Nad been of jour feith the force & vigour 1 

And yit, this day, the feendes fikilnesse 

Weeneth fully to cacche a tyme & hour 20 

To haue on vs, your liges, a sharp shour. 

And to his seruiture / vs knytte and thralle. 

* There are two Balades, of 4 stansas each, under this heading. 
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4'2 VL TO THB KNIGHTS OF THS OABTSR. 

But ay we truste in yow our protectour ; 

On your Constance we awayten alle. 24 

w 

King, fbrbid Commandith )>at no wig^t haue hardynesse, 25 

(Our worthy kyng and cristen Emperour !) 
open di^potinff Qf the f eith to desDute more or lease 

about tlMnath! '^ 

Openly among peple / wheve errour 28 

Spryngith al day / & engendrith nunoor. 
Makith swich lawe / & for aght may befalle, 
Obserue it wel / ther-to been yee dettour. 
Dooth 80 / and god / in glorie shal yow stalle. 32 

[6] tVI.l] 
[iMf »] TT^ee lordes eek shynynge in noble fame, 33 

tM^^tiqf ^!ru?r ■*• To whiche approped is the maintenance 
^^^ Of Crystes cause f In honour of his name 

Shone on / & putte his foos to the outraunce ! 36 

[MS.I 

Y quia sux uum God woldc 80 / 80 woldo eek^ your ligeance : 

I ustiMl[ w}ain 

portMi toiMi To tho two prikkith yow your duetee : 

Who-80 nat keepith this double obseruance, 

Of meryt & honour / nakid is he. 40 

[6] [VL2] 
Tour style seith / )>at yee been foos to shame. 41 

Now kythe of your feith / the p^rseu^rance 
In which an heep of vs am halt & lame '. 
Our Cristen kyng of Engeland and France, 44 

And yee, my lordes, with your alliance. 
And othir feithful peple )>at ther be, 

Qaraoh the Trusto I to god, shul qweuche al this nusanoe, 

nnluiMM of 

Hcraqr ! And this land sette in by prosperitee. 48 

[7] [VI. 3] 
Conqueste of hy prowesse is for to tame 49 

The wylde woodnesse of this mescreance 
Right to the roote / lype yee )>at same ! 

Aisftatoaoet Sleepe nat this / but for goddes plesance 52 

And his modres / & in signifiance 
pat yee been of seint Geoiges liueree, 



VIL TO TH8 BLESSED VIROIK. 
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Dooth him seruice and knyglitly obeissance I 
For Crystes cause is his / wel knowen yee I 

[8] [VI. 4] 
Stif stande in ^t / & yee shuln greeue & grame 57 peaftt. back] 
The f o to pees / & nonce of distaunce ; 
That now is ernest / torne it in-to game ; 
Dampnable fro feith were variance! 
Lord lige / & lordes, haae in remembratmce, 
Lord of al is the blissid Trinitee, 
Of whoe verta / the mighty habundannce 
Yow herte & strengthe in feithful ynitee ! Amen I 

Cest tout. 



60 BM««ytt 
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[VIL] 

afti heatwax VixQintm. 

[In fiTe-xneasnre eights, abab, bcbc] 

[1] 

Modir of lyf / o cause of al our welthe, 
Fyndere of grace and of our medecyne I 
Whereas an appil refte our lyf and helthe, 
And marie[de] vs vn-to ay lastyng pyne. 
As sones of pf rdicion and ruyne ; 
That matrymoyne / thy virginitee 
Dissolued / & vnbownden hath, virgyne, 
And at our large / maad vs walke free I 

[2] 
O blessid be thow 1 vessel of clennesse, 

In whom our soulee salue list haby te ! 

O tree of lyf / swettest of al swetnesse, 

In thy fruyt yeue vs grace to delyte I 

And thogll thy sone, cause haue vs to smyte 
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TII. TO THE BLE88ED VIRGIN* 



Stir thj Son to 
luiv«ro«r07oniis! 



I Mn M ttnft with 
ftin, that I flMT 
thou wlH tarn 



Sin» whj bMt 
thoorobbdmo 



ofthoToloeof 
Prayer P 



[lMrS9,bMk] 



Whore to tht 
reinody of my 
caitiff Mul? 



For our giltes / jit our mediatrice. 

As thow hast euere doon / thow him excite 

Vu-to mercy / for fat is thyn office. 

[3] 
My soule is stuffid so with stynk* of* synne, 

pat ay it dreedith befom thee appeere. 

Lest for the filthe / which fat it is ynne, 

Thow tome away thy merciable cheere, 

And deyne nat accepte my preyeere. 

And if my ti'espas heere / I nat confesse, 

How shal I doon / o Crystes modir deere 

Whan god shal iuge vs Me, more & lease 1 

[4] 
why, my synnes / why, my wikkidnesses, 

Wtt^ your venym / my soule slayn, han yee, 

And put in it so desperat gastnesses, 

pat mercy may ne list beholde me 1 

Why opp?*6Ssith your heuy aduersitee 

The hope of myn exaudicioun, 

And shame in yow, maad hath so laige entree, 

))at yee the vois me reue of orisoun 1 

[5] 
Alias thy shame, o thow filthy offense 

In the presence of shynynge holynesse I 

shenshipe of vnclene conscience 

In the beholdynge of pured clennesse ! 

caitif* soule inuolued in dirknesse I 

What wilt thow do / where is thy remediel 

Who may thy mescheef and thy greef redresse, 

Syn of thy gilt / thow darst nat mercy criel 

[6] 
Lo ! blessid womman among wommen alle, 

Syn my spirit nat dar putte vp his bille, 

Thy grace ne thy mercy for to callc, 

But in his mazidnesse abydith stille, 

My thristy soule / drynke may hir fiUa 
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Of sorwe, and bathe in sorwe & heuynesse : 
Hir ferdful shame / hir shende wole, & spills, 
For to hii* helthe / nat shee dar^ hir dresse. 

[7] 
My synnes yemen fat thyn hy pitee 
Fully hem kneew / for hir caracioun ; 
But they lothen appeera befom thee 
For hir cursid abhominacion. 
O spryng and welle of our sauuacioun, 
My dirke soule of thy grace enlumyne, 
And keepe it fro the castigacioim 
That it disserued hath in helle pyne ! 

[8] 
If I confesse myn iniquitee, 

I^y / ^t I wTOght haue in thy presence, 

Wilt thow me weme thy benignitee t 

If ^t my gilt / & my dampnable offense 

Of giltes all^ haue an excellence, 

Shal thy mercy be lease / than it oghte t 

May nat thy mercy, with my gilt dispense, 

And pardon gete of pat )Kit it mis wroghte t 

[9] 
Tlie more fat my gilt passith mesure. 

And stynkith in thy sones sighte and thyn / 
The gretter neede hath it, of his cure 
And of thyn help / wherfore, lady myn, 
My soule fro the net and fro thengyn 
Of him fat waytith it to slee / thow keepe ! 
His sotil snares, and cacchynge twyn. 
In my memorie ficchid been ful deepe. 

[10] 
Lady / thyn help / nat wole I me despeirOi 
For in myn herte fully I conceyue 
pftt thow to heuene / art the laddre & sterre 
By which men clymben, blisse to receyue. 

> Why not «dar shee nat ' T 
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YII. TO THE BLB88SD VIROIN. 



Lftdj, thr might 
can win OM 
pardon! 



ClMfSO^tedc] 



DItdaIn not to 
•avamat 



Chriat gava thaa 
tha light of Oraea 
to Itghtan aU Mk 
with. 



Thou haat tnrnd 
aUodoTTan- 
gaanoe Into a 
Lord of Merry. 



[laafSl] 



Despeir heei'-aftir shal me nat deceyue, 
pat I ne shal ay thee byseeche of grace. 
Thy migtity I woot wel, is my gilt to weyue, 
And of my trespas * pardoun me purchace. 

Thow, Crystes modir / sholilest neuere han be, 

Ne had our synnes causid it certayn ; 

For why / it had be no necessitee 

But for thow qwikne shuldeet 78 Bgajrn, 

pat for our gilt original wem slayn. 

Thow art his modir / wherfore I thee preye 

To sane me / haue thow no desdayn, 

J)at of bountee & mercy art the keye I 

[12] 
Eiiene as the moone / a mene is verraUy 
Betwixt Ys and the sonne / of whom hir light 
Shee takith / & it vniuerselly 
Yeueth vn-to the world whan it is nyght ; 
In swich a wyse / god, thy sone right, 
The light of grace betook* vn-to thee. 
For to mynistre it vn-to euery wight 
pat ther-of list enlumyned to be. 

[13] 
Thyn humble goost, & maydens chastitee, 
For our behoue han so mochil wroght 
In sundry wyse / as fat wel knowen we, 
pat thee to thanke / we souffyse npght. 
Thow hast vs vn-to swich a plyt I-broght, 
pat he, fat lord was sum tynie of vengeance. 
With his blood hath our synful soules boght, 
And is now lord of mercy & souffrance. 

[U] 
Where is a streighter way vn-to man-kynde. 
To god, thy sone / our soules for to lede, 
Than where as fat we may thy sone fynde 
Befom his £ftdir, with his wowndes rede, 
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And the before hem / mercy for to grede : 
Thy aone his body shewith al bybled ; 
And to thy aone also, thy maydenhede 
Shewith the pappes / wher-wttA he was fed. 

[18] 
O blessid Ihera ! for thy modres lone ; 
And modir ! for the hy dileccion 
pat thow hast to thy sone in henene aboue, 
Haneth me, bothe, in your proteccion ! 
PUnte in myn herte swich correccion, 
Pat I, yoor grace / & your m^rcy may hane. 
And fully stande in youre affeccion, 
Or my body be dothid in his graue ! 

Cesttoui 



ThoQ thowtM 
Christ thy paps, 
and h« •bows God 
Hbwoandstoffvt 
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113 Ghrial and Mary, 



116 proteeioMl 
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[VIII.] 

1[ Cnste balatie ensusante fruist faite tost 

uftts que Ui ofUts tiu Hog Eicfiarli 

feurent apportei a VRtstnumsttt. 

[a.d. 141S. In fiTe-measare eights, abab, bebc] 

[1] 

TTThere-as pai this land wont was for to bo 
V * Of sad byleeue & constant vniofi ; 
And as ^t holy chirche vs taghte / we 
With herte buxum lemed our lessofi ; 
Now han we chongid our condiciofi ! 
Alias 1 an heep of ts, the feith werreye ; 
We waden so deepe in presumpciofi, 
jXit Ts nat deyneth vn-to god obeye. 

[2] 
We rekken nat thogll Crystes lore deye ; 

The feend hath maad ts dronke of the poisoem 



ClMf 81, back] 



4 Wa art no kmfar 
aaoToldfOoalii 
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VIII. ON RICHARD Il/S BURIAL AT WE8TMIN8TBR, 1413. 



We hav* drank 
tht Dtril't poiMO 
oiHmmjl 



BatCtiumkOod!) 
Henry Y. ie 
Hereqr'eftM* 



[teftrsf] 



AhereUcktoff 
might rain oar 
Fetth. BniOod 
heaeeniiii 
Henry, 



WhohasbQiied 



Rlehftrd II. by 
bin Qaeeii In 
Wettmlniter 
Abbey. 



Of heresie / & lad vs a wrong weye, 

pat tome shal to our conf usiotm. 

But if )>at left be this abasioun. 

And yit, sear conforf haae I / ihynkith me : 

Our lige lord, the kyng, is Champioun 

For holy chirche / Crystes knyght is he ! 

[3] 
For why, o reuerent goostly fadres, yee, 

And we, your sones eek*, han enchesoun 

Eight greet / to thaoke god in Trinitee, 

pat of his grace / hath sent this Regioun 

So noble an heed / looke vp, thow Albioun ! 

God thanke / & for thy cristen Prince preye, 

Syn he, fo is to this RebellioMn : 

He, of thy sooles helthe, is lok* and keye ! 

[4] 
What mighten folk* of good byleeue seye, 

If bent were our kynges affeccion 

To the wrong part / who sholde hem help pwrueye t 

A kyng set in )>at wrong opinioun, 

Mighte of our feith be the subuer&ioun ; 

But eteme god, in persones three. 

Hath reyned dropes of conpassiot^n, 

And sent vs our good kyng for our cheertee I 

[5] 
See eek* how our Kynges benignitee 

And louyng* herte / his vertu can bywreye. 

Our kyng Richard )>at was / yee may wel see, 

Is nat fled from his remembrance aweye. 

My wit souffysith nat to peyse and weye 

With what honour he broght is to this toun. 

And with his queene at Westmynstre in thabbeye 

Solempoely in Toumbe leid adoun. 

[6] 
Now god, byseeche I, in conclusioun, 

Henri the .V.* in ioie & hy nobleyo 



12 



16 



17 



20 



24 



25 



2d 



32 



33 



36 



40 



41 



IZ. BALADB TO THB DUKB OP YORK. 



49 



Begne on vs yeeres many a miliotin I 

And whertf as ^t men erren & foraeye, 

Walkynge blyudly in the dirk aleye 

Of herede / o lord god, preye I thee, 

Enspire hem / fai no longer they foleie I 

To feithes path / hem lede thy pitee ! Amen I 
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Mty H«nry V. 
Klgn many 
miilimi jean! 



And God lead all 
Harttict to Um 
Ffeitb! 



pX.] 
[Balatie to mg gracioud Hato of |[orit.] 

[Fftther of Edward IT. about 1448 A.D.] 
[In 6-m«a«nra nines, aab, aab, tab.} 

[1] 

GO, little pamfilet, and streigllt thee diesse 
Yn-to the noble rootid gentillesse 
Of the myghty Prince of famous honour, 3 

My giadoos lord of york* / to whoe noblesse 
Me recommande with hertes humblesse. 
As he ^ot haue his grace & his fauour 6 

Fownden alway / for which I am dettour 
For him to preye / & so shal my symplesse 
Hertily do / vn-to my dethes hour. 9 

[2] 
Bemembre his worthynesse, I chaise thee, 10 

How ones at London, desired he. 

Of me JMit am his seruant / & shal ay, 12 

To haue of my balades swich plentee 

As ther weren remeynyngo vn-to me ; 

And for nat wole I ^ / to his wil seyn nay, 15 

But fulfille it / as ferfoorth as I may, 

Be thow an owtei** of my nycetee, 

For my good lordes lust, and game, & play. 18 



nMfSt.back] 

Go, UtUa paroflet, 

tothtDokaof 

Tork, 



whooQceat 
London Mtkt roe to 
•end him ail the 
Babdeelhad. 



1 Again, why not ' I wole nat ' ? 
HOCCLEVE, M.P. — L 
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50 UL BALADB TO THB DUKB OF TOBK. 

[3] 
My lord, byseeke eek* in humble maneerei 19 

That he nat souffre thee for to appeere 

Bat ut him not In thonurable sighte, or the presence, 21 

•how this to hit 

DoohM, Of the noble Princesse & lady deere, 

P«mj My gracious lady / my good lordes foere. 

The mirour of* wommanly excellence. 24 

Thy choei^ is naght / ne haast noon eloquence 

To moustre thee before hir' yen cleere : 

For myn honour / were holsum thyn absence. 27 

[4] 
Yit ful fayn wolde I haue a messageer 28 

To recommande me, with herte enteer, 

To hir benigne & humble wommanhede ; 30 

tho I lutTt none And at the tyme / haue I noon othir heer 

ot'ier (o send her. 

But thee / & smal am I, for thee, the neer. 

And if thow do it nat / than shal pat dede 33 

Be left / & ]>at nat kepte I / out of drede. 

My Lord / nat I / shal haue of thee / poweer. 

Axe him a licence / vp on him crie & grede ! 36 

[5] 
Whan pat thow hast thus doon / than aftir%vard 37 

AUo. aaic Prince Bysccche thow bat Worthy Prince Edvrard, 

Edward not to let " ' , - , , «^ 

Mr. Picerd see it. f)at he thee Icyc apart / for what may tyuo, 39 

Lest thee beholde my Maister Picard. 

I wame thee / pat it shal be ful hard 

For thee & me to halte on any syde, 42 

But he espie vs / yit no force / abyde I 
Bat, yet. let him Let him looke on / his herte is to me ward 

So freendly / pat our shame wole he hydo. 45 

[6] 
neiif8s,biM»kj If f at I in my wrytynge foleye, 46 

As I do ofte, (I can it nat withseye,) 

Meetrynge amis / or speke vnfittyngly, 48 

Or nat by iust peys / my sentences weye. 

And nat to the ordre of endytjrng* obeye, 
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And my coloara sette ofkc sy the awry i 
With al myn berte wole I buzomly, 
It to amende and to correcte, him preye ; 
For yndir his correccioiin atande y. 

[7] 
Thow foul book*, vn-to my lord seye also, 

))at pryde is vn-to me so greet a fo, 

pat the spectacle, forbeditb he me, 

And hath y-doon of tyme yore ago ; 

And for my siglite blyue hastith me fro, 

And lakkith )>at )»at sholde his confort be, 

No wonder thogli thow bane no beautee. 

Out vp-on pryde / causei' of my wo ! 

My siglite is hurt thuigll hir aduersitee. 

[8] 
Now ende I thus / the holy Trinitee, 

And our lady / the blissid mayden free, 

My lord & lady haue in gouemanoe ! 

And graunte bem ioie & by prosperitee, 

Nat to endure / oonly two yeer or thre, 

But a .M.t ! and if any plesanc^ 

Happe migbte, on my poore souffissance. 

To bis prowesse / & hir benignitee, 

My lyues ioie it were, and sustenance ! 

Cest tout 
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rUoometitM 
iMUUsme. 



Fm too prood to 



sndtbertfcn 
nukoflwlta. 



64 

May tU Trinity 
prolMt Um Duke 
66 aadDoolMMl 



Fol. 25, Johannes Talbot, Domintis de FumiTal, was first 
soDunoned to Pari* 11 H. 4, and to many subsequent Parl^* in 
that reign and the next . . . . T. T]rrwhitt. [Note in MS.] 

Balade to Duke of York, If. 32 bk. Prince Edw^ (after, 
Edw. IV), not bom till about 1442. If we suppose him 6 
years old (and he could not be much less to be under the tuition 
of Maister Picard), this poem was written in 1448. [Note in MS.] 
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53 Z. TO THB BLB88KD VIROIN, THB MOTHER OF OOD. 



[X.] 
at! heatum VixQintm. 

(Omurally cold Chaucer's " Mother of CfotL"} 
[In S-^ieasure seyens, ababb, cc,] 

[1] 

Mother of God, Tll'odir of god / asd virgyne vndeffouled ! 1 

-*^ blisf ul qneene / of queenes Emperice ! 
Pray to chrirt for Preve f Of me / bat am in synne mowled. 

To god thy sone / punysshei' of vice, 

pat of his mercy / thogh pat I be nyce, 5 

And negligent in keepyng of his lawe, 

His hy mercy^ my soule / vn-to him drawe. 7 

[2] 
Mother of Merejt Modii of mercy / wey of indulgence, 8 

pat of al yertu art superlatyf*, 

Sauei' of vs by thy beneuolence, 

Humble lady / mayde / modir and wyf ! 

Causer of pees / feyntei* of wo & stryf ! 1 2 

PreMnt my My prayer* vn-to thy sone presente, 

prayer to thy Son! -, - mi. t * n j. i j 

Syn for my gilt I fully me repente. 1 4 

[3] 
[leaf S4, back] Benigue confort of vs wrecches alle ! 15 

i\e with me at my Be at myu cudyng* / whan pat I shal deyei 

death! y 

welle of pitee / vn-to thee I calle ! v/ 

Ful of swetnesse / helpe me to weye 

Ageyn the feend / pat with his handes tweyc, 19 

And his might, plukke wole / at the balance 

To weye vs doun / keepe vs from his nusance I 21 

[4] 
And, for thow art ensaumple of chastitee, 22 

And of virgynes / worsship and honour, 
Among aH wommen blessid thow be ! 
Pray Chriit to Now speke and preye to our Sauueour, 25 



Z. TO THB BLB88BD YIRGIK, THE IfOTRER OF OOD. 



53 



pat he me sende swich grace & fauour, 
))at al the hete of* brennyng* Leccherie 
He qwenche in me, hlessid maiden Marie 1 

[5] 
blessid lady / the cleer light of day I 

Temple of our lord / and roote of al goodnesse 1 

pai by prayers wypest deene away 

The filthes of our synful wikkidnesse, 

Thyn hand foorth putte / & helpe my distresse, 

And fro temptadoun deliure me 

Of wikkid thoght / thurgh thy benignitee, 

[6] 
So ^t the wil folfild be of thy sone, 

And pat of the holy goost he menlumyne. 

Preye for vs, as ay hath be thy wone ! 

Lady / all^ swiche emprises been thyne. 

Swich an aduocatrice, who can dyuyne, 

As thow / right noon / our greenes to redresse : 

In thy refuyt is al our sikimesse. 

[7] 
Thow shapen art by goddes ordenance, 

Mene for ys, flour of humilitee : 

Ficche pat, lady, in thy remembraunoe, 

Lest oor fo, the feend, thor^ his sotiltee, 

))at in awayt lyth for to cacche me, 

Me ouercome with his treecherie. 

Yn-to my sooles helthe thow me gye 1 

[8] 
Thow art the way of our Eedempciotin, 

For cryst of thee hath deyned for to take 

Flessh and eek* blood / for this entencioun, 

Vp on a crois to die for our sake : 

His precious deeth made the feendes qwako, 

And cristen folk* for to reioisen eu^re. 

From his mercy / helpe / vs we nat disseu^re ! 
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Pray fbr us, M 
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Let oa not depart 
Do from Ilia meny I 
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Z. TO THB BLBMRD VIBOIN, THE MOTHER OF OOD. 



ClMifS5»t»ok3 

Remember thy 
woe at Hie Croe^ 



and that He died 
to eave mankind. 



Thoa art deetlnd 
to heal our Socda. 



Blessed be thy 
womb and teata I 



PeafSS] 



Then canst get 
foiviTeneaa for all 
oar ains! 



By thee, the gatea 
of Hell an 
broken. 



[9] 
Tendrely lemembre on the wo & peyne 57 

pat thow souffridiBt in his pasdorm. 

Whan watir & blood, out of thyn yen tweyne. 

For sorwe of him, ran by this cheekes doun 1 

And syn thow knowest pat the enchesoun 6 1 

Of his deeth was / for to saae al man kynde^ 

Modir of mercy, pat bane in thy mynde 1 63 

[10] 

Wei oghten we thee woishipe & honnre, 64 

Paleys of Cryst / flour of viiginitee ! 

Syn vp on thee / was leid the charge & cxue, 

The lord to bere^ of heaene & eerthe & see, 

And alle thynges ^t ther ynne be. 68 

Of heuenes kyng, thow art predestinat 

To hole our soules of hir seek estat. 70 

[11] 

Thy maidens wombe, in which our lord lay, 71 

Thy tetes / whiche him yaf to sowke also v 

To our sauynge / be they bleasid ay ! 

The birthe of Cryst / our thraldom putte vs fro, 

loie & honour / be now & eueremo 75 

To him and thee / pat vn-to libertee, 

Fro thraldam, ban vs qwit / blessid be yee ! 77 

[12] 
By thee, lady, y-makid is the pees 78 

Betwixt Angels and men / it is no doute. 
Blessid be god, ^t swich a modir chees I 
Thy gracious bountee spredith al aboute. 
Thogh ]>at oure hertes steeme been, & stoute, 82 

Thow to thy sone canst be swich a mene. 
That aH our giltes he foryeueth clene. 84 

[13] 
Paradys yates opned been by thee, 85 

And broken been the yates eek* of helle 1 
By thee / the world restored is pardee 1 
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Of al vertu / tbow art the spryng & wellc ! 
By thee, al bountee / shortly for to telle, 
In heuene & eerthe, by thyn ordenance 
Farfomed is / our soules sustenance 1 

[14] 
Now, syn thow art of swich auctoritee, 
Lady pitous, viigyne wemmelees, 
pat our lord god nat list to weme thee 
Of thy requeste / I wot wel / doutelees 
Than spare nat / f oorth thee to putte in prees 
To preye for vs, Crystes modir deere ! 
Benygnely wole he, thyn axyng* heere. 

[15] 
Apostle, and freend familier of Cryst, 
And his y-chosen virgyne / seint Ion / 
Shynynge apostle / & euangelyst, 
And best beloved among hem echon ! 
With our lady, preye I thee to been oon, 
t>at vn-to Cryst shal for vs alk preye : 
Do thus for vs / Crystes derlyng, I seye ! 

[16] 
Marie & Ion, heuenely gemmes tweyne ! 
O lightes two, shynynge in the presence 
Of our lord god / now do your bysy peyne 
To wasshe away our clondeful offense. 
So )>at we mowen make resistence 
Ageyn the feend / & make him to bewaille 
))at your preyere may so moche auaille. 

[17] 
Yee been the two, I knowe verraily. 
In which the fadir god gan edifie 
(By his sone oonlygeten specially) 
To him an hows / wherfore I to yow ciye, 
' Beeth leches of our synful maladie ! 
Preyeth to god / lord of* misericorde, 
Ovae olde giltes / pat he nat recorde ! ' 
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ChrUt wlU gnni 
98 Uiypnurert 



99 Paarae, back] 
Saint John 1 Join 



103 our L*dy In pnj- 
Inff to Christ for 



i! 



105 



106 Uarj and John, 



110 halp us anintt 
tbeDcvU! 



112 



113 



117 CortourstniU 
malady I 

119 



U^CjOiMMt! 



56 XL TO THE Decs Cff BBDPOSD, BaOVT Of JtLAHCM, 

[18] 
Be ««r pnftM* ' Be jeo Ofoiv hdp and oar protoedoini, 120 

Tbe pnmlege of hn dflec ci own 

In yow oonfenned god, Tp on % treo 

Hangyng* / and TA-to OQQ of yow aeide be 124 

^B&^bi in this wjBe /Mlrdienecan, 

*«Beholde! beei«,]o/tli7 8one,WQniMan!*' 126 

[19] 
«And to >at otlur / "beer thy modir,lo !"' 127 

Than pre je I thee / ^ for the greet s ir eiiMaH ae 
Of the hj lone / ^ god, twixt yow twoi. 
With bk mowth made / and of bn noblesse 
Conioyned hath yow / thnr^ bk blkfnfaiene, 131 
Hstp mamimt As modir and eone, belpe ts in our neede I 

And, for our giltes, make ouie bertee Ueede ! 133 

[20] 
Yn-to yow tweyne / I my eonle commende^ 134 

Marie and lohn, for my sanoadoiin ! 
Helpith me yA I may my lyf amende ! 



wp mt to note Helpith now / bat the habltadonn 

d'^r-iing o/ tiw Of the holy gooet, our recreadoiin, 138 



Be in myn herte now and eo^remore ! 

And of my aonle / waaehe away tbe son 1 Amea 



[XI.] 

€t fmst 11198 en U Itttrr He vtamsei^en 

Jo^an, lots noivmri / ore Ecgent He 

§xBmt & Sue lie Baifin)!. 

[In S-meassre nines, mbai^ loUc:] 

[1] 

Ckttfsr.taek] T7n>to the rial egles excellence, 
Toth.o^ y i^ tnnible Oere, with al heiiee bnmhleBBe, 



XL TO THB DUKE OP BEDFORD, RBOBKT OF FRANOB. 



57 



This book ^ presente / & of your reuerence 

Byseeche I pardofi and foryeuenesse, 

patf of myn ignorance Ss lewdenosse, 

Nat hane I write it in so goodly wyse 

As pat me oglite vn-to your worthynesse. 

Myn yen / hath costumed bysynesse 

So diswed / pat I may no bet souffyse. 

[21 
I dreede lest pat my maister Massy, 

pat is of fructuous intelligence, 

Whan he beholdith how vnconnyngly 

My book is metrid / how raw my sentence 

How feeble eek been my colours f his prudence 

Shal sore encombrid been of my folie ; 

But yit trusts I / pat his beneuolence 

Compleyne wole myn insipience 

Secreetly / & what is nus / rectifie. 

[3] 
Thow book* / by licence of my lordes grace, 

To thee speke I / and this I to thee seye : 

I charge thee / to shewe thow thy face 

Bef om my seid Maistir / Ss to him pieye 

On my behalue / pai he peise and weye 

What myn entente is, pat I speke in thee, 

For rethorik* hath hid fro me the keye 

Of lus tresor / nat deyneth hir nobleye 

Dele with noon so ignorant as me ! 

Cest tout 



Mnt thk Balad«, 



tbo it if not good, 
beoanMinjr wurlc 
9 hasdasadmjr^jrw. 



Mr. Mutytoo 



13 wiU SM ita WMk- 
neM, bat wiU (I 
trust) 



18 MtUright. 



19 



22 



26 



Let him weigh mjr 
intent, and excuae 
tlie wantof 
Rhetoric 



[IfafSSJ 



' The poem, foL 87 b. to Monsr. Johan (afterwards Duke of 
Bedford), and that, fol. 89 b. to the Prince (afterwards Henry 
\), were both sent with the book of the Regimen of Princes^ and 
are added at the end of that book in MS. Reg. 17, D. XVIII. 
[Brit Mos.] . . . T. Tyrwhitt (Letter pasted in the MS.). 

This poem is not in MS. Reg. 17, D. YI.' which the late Thos. 
Wright printed for the Roxborghe Club in 1^60. That has 
only, at end, the poem on p. 61, below. 






K. 



24 
'4' 

yeemay!* 
- r * ^» . r^.i'i.tf^ - *ir WIS M vwcye j 28 

w^^ '3^ *- s.^ T-fc k fyii?t it mke game, 

^j r-.^f .; *- ▼ £ knciAi? of Tonr name. 32 



3&jan^L :ir CSsnttm to Somrr.] 









M>U te V 



._ ^ ^ *i V.csi-a ik3< ,'^ vb: Scziaes wmnnnesse. 



A. V> '"^^ '£ ^i-*J^ ^^ i-CIi:i is k) blesse ! (3) 35 

fc»i;b^t {*a kM< Av\I il-Ti ftwssfiL Iv'i: ,-« niribc Jt of gladnesse ! (5) 37 

S.^=>^ Ac (6—8) 

3^ 



:s: 



Fo»r whjr , wv xh'jt? cfiid $yc^ in Cmtemesse, (11) 40 

Soiuerdw (12—14.) 



ZIY. BALABI TO PRIXOB HBNRT. 



61 



[XIV.] 

Ceste balalie msugante feust mtee en le 
fin liu Uure liel Eegiment lies ^xintts. 

[See note 1, abay, p. 57 ; and p. 105-6, of T. Wright's edition 

of the 2>0 Regimim (about 1412 A.D.)> Roxb. Club, 1860. 

In 5-mea8nre eights, abab, bcbe,} 

[11 

Olitil book* / who yaf thee hardyneese 
Thy wordes to pronounce in the presence 
Of kynges ynipe and Princes worthynesse, 
Syn thow al nakid art of eloquence % 4 

And why approchist thow his excellenooi 
Vnclothid, sauf thy kirtil bare also) 
I am right seur, his humble pacienoe 
Thee yeueth hardynesse to do so. 8 

[2] 
But thyng woot I wel ; go wher thow go, 9 

I am so pryuee vn-to thy sentence, 

Thow haast, and art / and wilt been eu^remo, 

To his hynesse of swich beneuolence 1 12 

Thogli thow nat do him due reuerence 

In wordes / thy cheertee nat is the lesse. 

And if lust be, to his magnificence, 

Do by thy reed / his welthe it shal witnesse ! 16 

[31 
Byseeche him, of his gracious noblesse, 17 

Thee holde excusid of thyn innocence 

Of^ endytynge / and with hertes humblosse, 

If any thyng thee passe of negligence, 20 

Byseeche him of mercy and indulgence, 

And paty for thy good wil^ / he be nat fo 

To thee / pat al seist of loues feruence 1 

J>at knowith god* / whom no thyng is hid fro. 24 

Cest tout 

» hcrt-ed. Wright (MS. Beg. 17, D. VI.) » he-ed. Wright 



O Book, who gsTt 

ttlMboUlMMtO 

go before tho 
the Prince of 
Walee? 



Hlspallenw. 



Thoo art ftiU of 
good win to Iiim, 
tho tbjr words be 
poor. 



Praj him to ex- 
coietlij ignor- 
anee. 



M Itepoakafrom 
lore, whidi Ood 






i xaT mr ^reti awaa 



Ti i^ z:: irt ill iiJv.-i:L-HS 
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Xn. BALADB TO MT MAISTKR CARPENTBB. 
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See 



[XVL] 

[Balalie to mg maister Carpenter.] 

[In 6-measare Mrens, ababb, ecj 
[1] 



[iMfil] 

Y A. d B. ft C. d 
D. ftc [Credi- 
tor*]. 

^ CaatobaUde 
fetut tendr«tnait 
oonsidcre, & booa- 
inani czectite. 

Mr. Carpenter, 
I can't paj 017 



Tbejr muit thdr 
money. 



heer, my maist^ Carpenter,* I yow preyo, 
How many cbalenges ageyn me be ; 
And I may nat deliore hem by no weye, 
So me werreyeth coynes scarsetee, 
That ny Coosin is to necessitee. 5 

For why, vn-to yow seeke I for lefat. Help ma i 

Which fat of confoit am ny destitat. 7 

[2] 
Tho men / whoe names I aboae expresse, 8 

Fayn wolden fat they and I euene were : 

And 80 wolde I / god take I to witnesse ! 

I woot wel, I moot heers / or elles where 

Rekne of my dettes j h oi hem answere. 

Myn herte, for the dreede of god & awe, 

Fa]m wolde it qwyte / fc for constreynt of lawe. 

[3] 
Baty by my tronthe / nat wole it betyde ! 15 

And therfore, as iaire as I can & may, 

With aspen herte / I preye hem abyde, 

And me respyte / to sum lenger day. 

Some of hem grante / and some of hem seyn ' nay !' 19 sooa won't dr 

And I so sore ay dieede an aftir clap, ™* 

That it me reneth many a sleep & nap. 21 aiopao^ 

If yjii it lykid / vn-to your goodnesse, 

To be betwixt [hem] and me, swich a mene 

1 ' Carpenter ' is written orer an ensare, the original haring pro(«hly anoth'^ 
name, to whose owner it had been sent, as it was doubtlem aft4'rwanls sent to 
other moneyfiil folk. Carpenter was no doubt the (amooA town-clerk oC Lui. lua 
(1417-38), iU M.P. and benefactor Itc, bom 1370, died 1441. 



12 



And I do whh 1 
1 4 eould pay em. 



Bat»iipn«i mj 
word.lc«iX 



22 n«r41.kack] 



Te 

thnmnwrnoiiajrl ■» 
IMInloHtwgaM. W( 



01 

Ou 



Wadon-luklbT Th< 



01 

Vn 
Stj 



XVI. BAL&nB TO MT HAISTBR CARPENTHB. 6 

[XVI.] 
[BalaHe to mg maistrc Carpmter.] p-f*'] 

t A. d B. A C. 

[la &-mcsBaN nvem, omM, ec] D.ftc[Ciwii- 

Ooo heet, my miuster Carpenter,* I yow preyo, nwit <ii>nt>i. 

How many chalenges ageyn me be ; ?^iirt«' nj 

And I may nat deliure hem by no weye, ■•diion. 

So me werreyeth coynea BcaT8et«e, 

That ny CouBin is to necessitee. 6 

For why, vn-to yow seeke I for refnt, Hiipntl 

Which ^t of confort am ny destituL 7 

[21 
Tho men / whoa names I aboue expresse, 8 

Fayn vrolden fat they and 1 euene were : '^•v "■"' ""^i 

And so wolde I / god take I to witnesee I 
I woot wel, I moot been / or elles whore 
Rokne of my dettefl / A of hem answere. 12 

Afyn berto, for the dreede of eod & aws. 

And I do wlrt 1 

Fayn wolde it qwyte / & for constreynt of lawo. 1 4 ixmw vj nn- 

[3] 

Bnt, by my tronthe / nat wole it betyde I 15 Bni, upon nv 
And thoifore, as faire aa I can & may, 
With aspen berte / I preye bem abyde. 
And me respyte / to sum lenger day. 

Someof bem grante/aodsomeof bem seyn'nay I' 19 sominnitKi* 
And I BO sore ay dreede an aftir clap, "" ™' 

That it me reneth many a sleep & nap. 21 ibiiairriiHpii 



' ^ ^ ' n;irrit UCkS be iso dnraHtf 

-M h..- UioAUr- «T>Ue it Toide dae. 

-ST i-wm A iwiw aoone lim, 

■ — z^.; 31 I ■mi III ii"i iif iiij mt 
Cettiam. 



nsm.] 

" *«■!■' ^^^^^lf riESnssntr frww im Is Cent 

^ sonr v^^niFttfTnin' rnumfr s l6iuirc 

s::? Wcnn So<Btiiui, C T ia in u r Jlfr bt 

IcBtJicqmi,^ & im Iff la lift 

ff ffTtrt. 

p] 

•~ ■•i..:-i:ul st^, md onr iraeitd ^omJ, I 

ill- i^uRwe. in this cm / we aHe yaw. 
_ ; :^ teiBS m-w vt / cloerlj / ■! 
„^-. '^■- A radireUadflu how 
I --. • u !•■ '■''W oraiceit, u now, i 

^. -:^ j.i.vJi m we been Inne; 
_ ^ .ij.-r rtJf to bqgTUDe : 7 

[2] 
. , .^ i. ■■, in lie jJaoe of hoDoor, 8 

. ^ J! :-t s.^1** & for gl«dnBBe^ 
^ *. )*; -v-'-i Ts;J been enour 
^1.- 1.--V-- *»i^ '* '"^ eioeaie. 
,- .-•! wi f. aii'-i to T9e laigease 13 

. -.v-.-is ' -' f-* ^ «xceeda 
J ■- ■c.:r^'>>^ je« nat boedft 14 

■ «. »..*.>« >*»■«• ^ W, L 80 ; S4, L 68, «nd it «8, 1, 51. 
h- .vi^< 1^ pncida at tha Court's dinner on tli« 







XVIL TH« OOCRT OF GOOD OOVPAJTr, TO H. 90MES. 65 

If Tee allegge eek* / bofw a rale bath be kept 

Or ibis / whicb was good / » jee bane bod sejn ; 

Bui it now late / oessid bath, & &lepi; 

Wbicb good yow tbjnkitb / were Tp take ageyn : 

And bat if it 80 be / oar Comi oerteyn, 19 

Nat likly any wbyle is to cndoie; 

As bath in mowtbe, many a cieaUue, 21 

w 

Yee wolden, fat in conaeniacioan 83 

Of ooi' bonotcr / & eek* for oar profyti 

pai ibentente of om* old fondadoon 

ObsfToed migbte been / d^ to >at plyt 

BebE0c^asitwa8fint/&paHealq[wyt 26 .iitet*..^.^ 

Out of the damiger o^ oatiageoQB waart^ 

Lost with acoin d^ r^feef^ &ede V8 awidi taasL 28 

[5] 
Yn-to ^ ende, .Tj*. sb^vpes greie,^ 29 

To yeoe ts ban yee gnnntid & bebig^t^ ^^ «? 

To bye ageyn oar dyner, floor or wbete ; iwrw'rtS, 

And besyde it / as reaon wde, & n^l, 

Paie yoor lagb / as dootb an otbir wigbt, 33 

pai by mesore ralitb bim, and gyetb. 

And nat as be / wbom outrage maistrieUi. 35 

[6] 
In your lette f oontened is ako, 36 

Jkit if TS list to diannge in no maneere 

Oar newe gysey ne twynne tber-lio i 

Tbe fiiste day of May, yee wole appeere, 

(pai day yee aette be with ts in feere,) 40 



ir««i:«it 



> Tbe great Koble of Edvnd III. sUmpt with a Ship, ia 
whidi be Mt, bearing bk ibield on hit left ann, and his srofd 
in his fight hand, vas immed in 1S44, in honour of hit naral 
Tietoiy OT«r tbe Fteseh, off Slnyi, on Midsommer Day IMO. 
Its worth vas <«l 8dL The Ship lasted thro* all onr Kings to the 
early dayaofQ. Elizsheth. The half-Noble also had the Ship ; 
the qoarter-Koble, not See RM/iing, p. 219. 

HOOCLCTK, M.P. — L F 



64 



XVII. THE COURT OP GOOD COMPANY, TO H. SOHER. 



Pray keep me out As bat I migfite kept be fa) duieesef 

of gaol! *j s 

Myn heuy thogfites wolde it voide clene. 
As your good plesance is / this thyng demene! 
How wel fat yee doon / & how soone also, 
I suflB»^ may in qwenchynge of my wo. 

Cest tout. 



26 



28 



tonlaafil.back] 



Sir Haxrj, your 
k$tter wanta na 



toatartaftMh 
cnatom. 



Clear 42] 

Yoa tell OS tiiat 
oar Club in the 
Temple 



waa founded to 
apend a tot of 
money. 



[XVII.] 

Ceste balabe ensusante tmst, pax la Court 

He hont tonpaisnie, enuoiee a lonure 

sire ISenti &ommtt, Cftaunceller tie 

lescfjequer,^ ^ bn He la Htc/e 

Court. 

[After 1408. In 5-measaro aeveiu, aiabb, ee.] 

[1] 

TTTorshipful sii*, and our freend special, 1 

' * And felawe, in this cas / we call« yow. 
Your leiie sent vn-to vs / cleerly / al 
We haue red / & vndirstanden how 
It is no wit to your conceit, as now, 5 

Yse the rule f oorth as we been Inne ; 
But al an othir rule to b^ynne : 7 

[2] 
Eehercynge how, in the place of honour, 8 

The Temple / for solace / & for gladnesse, 

Wher as nat oghte vsid been errour 

Of oner mochU waast or of excesse. 

First wem we fowndiJ to vse largesse 1 2 

In our despenses / but for to excoedo 

Reson / we han espyed / yee nat beede. 14 

» It's 'souffre ' before, p. 60, 1. 20 ; 64, L 68, and at 68, L 61. 
* He was to come and preside at the Court's dinner on the 
Thursday following, May 1. 



XVIL THE COURT OP GOOD COMPANY, TO H. SOUER. 



65 



If Tee allegge eek* / how a rule hath be kept 

Or this / which was good / as yee haue herd seyn ; 

But it now late / cessid hath, & slept ; 

Which good yow thynkith / were vp take ageyn : 

And bat if it so be / our Court certeyn, 

Nat likly any whyle is to endure ; 

As hath in mowthe, many a creature. 

w 

Tee wolden, pat in conseruacioun 
Of oui* honour / & eet for our profyt, 
pat thentente of oui' old fundacioun 
Obserued mighte been / &iopat plyt 
Be broght as it was first / Ss passe al qwyt 
Out of the daunger ot outrageous waast, 
Lest with scorn & repreef, feede vs swich taast. 

[5] 
Yn-to ^t ende, .yj*. shippes grete,^ 

To yeue vs han yee grauntid & behight, 

To bye ageyn our dyner, flour or whete ; 

And besyde it / as reson wole, & right, 

Paie your lagh / as dooth an othir wight, 

)>at by mesure rulith him, and gyeth. 

And nat as he / whom outrage maistrieth. 

[6] 
In your letre / contened is also, 

pat if YS list to chaunge in no maneere 

Our newe gyse, ne twynne ther-fro i 

The firste day of Hay, yee wole appeere, 

{pat day yee sette be with vs in feere,) 



15 AIm, that we wen 
0000 ntoAtrwt^'t 



19 



21 



22 



29 



33 



35 



36 



40 



> The great Noble of Edward III. stampt with a Ship, in 
which he sat, bearing lua shield on his left aim, and his sword 
in his right hand, was issued in 1844, in honour of his naval 
rictory oyer the French, off Slnys, on Midsummer Day 1840. 
Ite worth was e<. 8dL The Ship Usted thro' all our Kings to the 
early days of Q. Elisabeth. The half-Noble also had the Ship ; 
the quarter-Noble, not See Ruding, p. 219. 

HOOCLEVB, M.P. — I. F 



and wt ought to 
bt 10 ■g»lii» 



26 and have no o«l» 

28 



DMrtttbaek] 

Toa*TO pnmiist to 
giro M 6 itrait 
NoUm toboj 
floor or whaat, 
and pay your 
•ootttoo. 



And, If weni not 
altor oor n«w 
CMhkm, you'll 
dine with n« on 
the lit or M^. 



66 XVII. THE COURT OP GOOD COMPANY, TO H. SOMER. 

And to keepe it / yee wolo be reedy : 

This is theffect of your letre soothly. 42 

[7] 
weannrnr: fT}o the whiche, in this wyse we answere : 43 

Yon*re not bound A Excesse for to do / be yee nat bownde, 

to b« extravagant, .^r ^ 

Ne noon of vs / but do as we may bere : 
Vp-on swich rule, we nat vs ne grownde. 
Tho you're plenty Yee been discreet / thogh yee in good habownde 47 

(^ money do as -rx i . . 

you think proper! Dooth as yow thinkith for your honestee ! 

y^f and we M, am at our libertee. 49 

[8] 
Deaf 4S] At our laste dyner / wel knowen yee 50 

At our last IHnner -n ri^ j i* •!. • 

By our Stywardes limitacioun, 
(As custume of our Court axith to be,) 
And ay at our congregacion 

Obserued / left al excusacion, 54 

you wer wamd to Wamed yee wem / for the dyner arraye 

provide dinner fur 

next Thursday. Ageyu thorsday next, & nat it delaye. 56 

[9] 

Pray don't let US Be yow nat holdo auysid in swich wyse 57 

dinner r" ** ' As foT to make vs destitut, fat day, 

Of our dyner / take on yow fat empryse. 

Put down excess. If youT lust be / dryuoth excesse away, 
you e. ^^ wyse men / mochil / folk* leme may : 61 

Discrecion mesurith euery th3rng : 
Despende af tir your plesance & lykyng* ! 63 

[10] 

Be a pattern tout, Eusaumpleth VS / let seeu / & vs miroure ; 64 

As fat it seemeth good to your prudence, 
Eeule fat day / for the thank* shal be youre ; 

and let us drink Dooth as yow Hst be drawe in consequence ; ^ 

But keepith wel your toum / how so befalls, 

but do give us the ^ ., , . , , . , . „ »>% 

Dinner we expect I On thorsday next / on which we awayte alle. 70 

Cest tout 
^ Have as much wine drawn as you think fit. 



ZVUL AN ENQUSHT BALADE TO THE YIBGIN AND CHRIST. 67 



[XVIIL] 

(Rtstt balalie msugante Cetust translatee 

au commanHement lie mon fKetetre 

Eobert Cfjtdiele. 

[In 5-mea8are eights, abab, hcbe,'] 

AS )>a/ I walkid in the monthe of May 
Besyde a groue in an heuy musynge, 
Floures dyuene I sy, nght fressli and gay, 
And briddes herde I eek* lustyly synge, 
pat to myn herte yaf a confortynge. 
Bat euei-e o thogbt me stang vn-to the herte, 
\>ai dye I sholde / & hadde no knowynge 
Whanne, ne whidir, I sholde hennes st^rte. 

[3] 
Thynkynge thus / byfore me I say 

A crois depeynted with a fair ymage. 

I thoghte I nas bat asshes and foul clay : 

Lyf passith as a shad we in euery age ; 

And my body yeueth no better wage 

Than synne / which the soule annoyeth sore. 

I preyde god / mercy of myn outrage, 

And shoop me / him to offendc no more. 

[3] 
On god to thynke / it yeueth a delyt, 

Wei for to doon / & froo synne withdrawe ; 

But for to putte a good deede in respyt / 

Harmeth / swich delay is nat worth an hawe. 

Wolde god, by my speeche and my sawe, 

I mighte him and his modir do plesance, 

* F 2 



n«if4S,l»HE3 



In May I valkt In 
agfOT«^ 



and thought I 
kntw not wh«n I 
8 ahoolddto. 



I taw a Cradflx, 



12 



16 



17 



and prajrd Qod ftir 
maity. 



20 



Deaf 44] 

WonldOodl 
might jrieaae him! 



68 XVni. AH KHOUSHT BALADB TO THE TIBQIK AND CHRIST. 



eontrlU heart I 
eniT» U17 pity I 



Andy to my meryt, folwe goddes lawe, 
And of mercy, hoosbonde a poroeance ! 

MothwoCJMM! ^Modir of Ihera, (rerray god and man, 

Jkit by his deeth / victorie of the feend gat,) 

Haae it in mynde / thow blesdd womman, 

For the wo / which yn-to thyn herte sat 

In thy sones torment / foigeete it nat ! 

onmtiMKraMto Grante me grace / to vertu me take,^ 
bttinooiis! 

Synne despyse, Ss for to hate al that 

That may thy sone & thee displesid make ! 

[5] 
vHii Mercyful lord Ihe^u / me heere, I preye, 

pat right vnkynde / & fals am vn-to thee ! 

I am right swich ; I may it nat withseye. 

With salte teeres cmue I thy pitee, 

And herte contryt / mercy haue on me 

{kit am thy recreant caytif traitour ! 

By my dissertes, oghte I dampned be ; 

But ay thy mercy heetith me socour. 

Lady benigne / our souereyn refuyt I 
Seur trust haue I, to han, by thy prayeere, 
Of strength / & confort, so vertuous fruyt, 
That I shal sauf be, Crystes modir deere ! 
My soules ship, goueme thow, & steore ! 
Let me nat slippe out of thy remembrance. 
Lest, whan pat I am rype vn-to my beere, 
The feend me assailla, & haue at the outranoe. 

[7] 
Lord, I uuink ttiM To thankc thee, lord / hyly holde I am, 

my ipiui! For my gilt / nat for thyn / ])at woldest die, 

Who souffred eu&re swich a martirdum. 

Yit thy deeth gat of the feend the maistrio. 



L«dy, I trait 1^ 
thy prayen to b« 
Mved. 



ClMfM^bMk] 



24 



25 



28 



32 



33 



36 



40 



41 



44 



48 



49 



52 



1 This begins the alternate stanzas to the Viitpn and Christ 
» To hctake myself to Virtue. 
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And patf al kynde of man may testifie. 

! bleesid be thy lone charitable, 
pai list 80 deere oar synful soules bie, 

To make vs sauf / wher we weien dampnaUe. 

[81 
Now thy socoor / o Henenes Emperice, 

Fro me, wrecche, tome thow nat thy face f 

Ther as I deepe wrappid am in Tice, 

Gretter neede bane I / thyn help to purchaoe^! 

Yn-to the sou^rain leche, preye of grace, 

pat he my wowndes / vonchesaof to cure, 

So pat the feend my soule nat embrace, 

Al thogh I haue agilt ouer mesoro. 

Wei ogbten we thee thanke, gracious lord, 
t>at thee haast humbled, for to been allied 
To V8 ! auctonr of pees and of concord. 
On the crois was thy skin in-to blood died I 
Alias 1 why haue I me to synne applied 1 
Why is my soule encombrid so with synne 1 
Lord, in al pai I haue me mis gyed, 
Foiyeue / & of my trespas wole I blynne. 

[10] 
Lady / wardeyn of peple fro ruyne, 
pat sauedest Theoffe and many mo ! 
Of thy grace, myn herte enlumyne ! 
Fur, as I trowe, & woot it wel also. 
Thy might is me to warisshe of my wo. 
Of thy benigne sone, m^rcy craue, 
Of pat forueyed haue I, & mis go. 
Ilis wil is thyn / my soule keepe & saue I 

[11] 

Lord Ihefu Cryst / I axe of thee pardoun 1 

1 yilde me to thee, lord souereyn ! 

My gilt conf esse I / lord / make vnioun 
Betwixt thee & my soule / for in veyn 



Bl ewe d bt Thy 
lof«l 



56 



Of KoiptWM of 

HMTtti, turn nol 
thyfluMfkomoMl 



60 



64 



65 Oradona Lord, 



68 



p«ftr«5] 



ftHKlvt me, Mid I 
72 will stop 107 till. 



73 Lwly.niiiiDlMiny 



76 



Cmtvamnyat 
thySoal 



80 



81 LordJMm, 



my ftrilL 
Unite mj MNil to 
84 ThlMl 



Tt z*'i.. xj^ T3»vLJs^ Tin'«mr tt ng xanr jke 



hjom if "UK COTiw if ^rr n ii hi ii m libnfl 






S'.nut acTfijr «u 3nt ^ as. iiL l^ie 



Of Jtv«, E=r:«3; I ts-^ taw ci-jf ! 



Hjtj.-^^ yti m to eoflrr Tcts fo, 9T 

IwA-wrixx gyi 4 ne nttii buh wi^ ^^^ 
jy/t cy Kn> k d»^-pxrd for eafrvam^ 
ci-^«t f A«.i t« Bvt if ^ E&f/cj / Thkli bash b>«1 tihacii ICNI 

Of njuawe* soile, ^ v-is Ti:-lat 
hj likeroTU IwA & disobaikDoe, 
T'/r wlikh oor lord Ih^^n vas innmit^ 
M^ M'^ mm! Me k<;lpe nuke the feend renstenee ! 104 

UAf, UK M4 \j^j \ yd art of grace tprjng & 8cmn» 105 

Port in peril / solas in henjmc^se ! 

Of thj wont bontee, keepe alway the eoms I 
t$*m rwM 0f^>9*t0 Lat nat the feend, at my deeth me opprease I 108 

T'irne the crois to me, noble Princeflse, 



Which m-to eu/?ry soor is the triacle ! 
Thf>gh my dissert be naght / of thy goodnesae, 
Ag<^yn the feendes wrenches, make obstacle ! 113 

[15] 

i^if/ij «ria«fi to Lord, on thy grace & pitee / myn hcrte ay 118 

ip» M 1 1/ imrcy j^^nj^^h / to porchace thy mercy. 

(i«if oi Alias ! I caytif / wel I moome may, 

Syn the fcend serued often sythe haue y. 116 
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It reewith me / do w»t/i me graciously, 
For I purpose to stynte of my synnes. 
What ageyn thee / mis take hath my body, 
Mj soule keepe fro the feendes gyunes ! 

[16] 
Blessid viigyne, ensample of al vertu, 
Jkxt peere hast non / of wommanhode flour ! 
For the loue of thy sone, our Lord Ihe^u, 
Strengthe vs to doon him seruicc & honour ! 
Lady ! be mene vn-to our Sauueour, 
pat our soules ^t the feend waytith ay 
To hente / & wolde of hem be possessour, 
Ne sese hem mit in the vengeable day ! 

[17] 
The flessli / the world / & eek* the feend my fo^ 
My wittes alle han at hir retenance : 
They to my soule doon annoy & wo. 
For why, Lord, dreede I me of thy vengeance. 
With mercy, my soule in-to blisse enhance ! 
Worthy marchant 1 saue thy marchandie. 
Which pai thow boghtest with dethes penance ! 
Lat nat the feend haue of vs the maistrie ! 

[18] 
Excellent lady ! in thy thoght impresse 
How & why thy chyld souffrid his tonnente ! 
Preye him to haue on vs swich tendrenesse, 
pat in the feendes net we be nat hent ! 
At the day of his steeme iugement, 
Lat nat him leese pat he by deeth boghte ! 
I woot wel / ther-to hath he no talent : 
Mynge him ther-on / for thee so to doon / oghte ! 

[19] 
Whan in a man, synne growith & rypith. 
The fruyt of it is ful of bittimesse ; 
But penitence cleene away it wypith, 
And to the soule yeueth greet swetnesse. 



Ketp me from Um 
120 DevU'tinarwl 



121 BlMMd Virgin, 



124 itrengthen as to 
wnreCliriA! 



128 



129 



132 Lord. Uft mjr soul 
tobllM! 



136 



137 n6itf4«.i»ck] 

Lady, pray thy 
Child to Mre as 
from th« DevU't 



I 



140 



144 



145 



148 
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ockrifttiM O stoeme luge / with thy n^^twisneese, 

Judgt, 

mix mot^ wtth Medle thy mercy / and shewe ye faaoor ! 
^ Yn-to oar sooles, maad to thy liknesse, 

GiBonte pardoon of our stynkyng errour 1 152 

[20] 
OQMen. O glorious qweene / to the repentaunt 153 

pai art lefuyt / socour and medecyne ! 
Lat nat the foule feend make his auaunt, 
pat he hath thee byreft any of thyne I 156 

pray for m, nid Thurgh thy pcayere, thow thy sone enclyne 
[leaf 473 His meTciablo grace / on vs to reyne ! 

Be tendre of ys / o thow blissid viigyne ! 
bring w to bita! For if thee Hst / WO shuhi to blisse stteyuo. 160 

Ce0t tout 

[End qfthe PhiUippt MS.] 



[XIX.] 
[Fair&x MS. 16 (BoOl. Lib. about 1480-40), leaf 40.] 

IT ^ItV^ra dtuptointe, Hei amatorte,* liirrcta 

[A.D. 1402]. [Hocclyffe (in Siotce's hand).] 
[In 68 five-measure sereiis, ahabb^ ce.] 

I, coirfd, whom IT Cupido' / vu-to whoB^ comaundement 1 

mm*6bey, the gcutil kyuredo / of goddis *an hy,* 

And pepill infernal / ben obedient, 

And mortel folke al / serven besely, 

•The goddesse sone / Sythera sooUily/ 5 

to al[]e] thoo / that to our deyte 
gTMt my rai^MU. bou sugetes^ / hertly gretyng sendo we ! 7 

*-* The Lettre of Cupide, god of Lone, B (Bodley MS. 688, leaf 88 bk.) 
« ATnoria T. (Tanner MS. 846, If. 41). • Cvpide B. * quhoie S. (Bat few of 
the afti-r variations of spelling are given.) *-• onely S. (MS. Arch. Seld. B. 
24, If 211 bk.) •-• of the . . . oonly F, The goddesse Cithera son sothly S. 
7 fiubditis S. 
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[2] 
In general, we ^wol[len] / that ye knowe,^ 8 

that ladies of honour / and reo^rence, 

and other gentil wymen / ^ haven) sowe^ 

^suche seed of compleynt / in oar audience, 

of men ^thai do hem^ / outrage and offence, 12 

that yt oure eeres greuetii / for^ to here ; 

so pitouse is theffecte / of this^ matere. 14 

[3] 
^Passyng al londes / on) the litel^ De 15 

that cleped ys albyon)^ / they most compleyn) : 

•they seye, that there* ys / croppe and rote of gile : 

*®soo konne tho men / dys8ymule[n]^^ and feyne*^ 

with stondyng dropes / ^on her eyen tweyne," 19 

When that her hertes / felitii no distresse, 

to blynden women) / wytll her doublenesse. 

w 

^•Her wordes spoken ben / so syghyngly,^ 22 

wyth so pitouse ^*chere / and contynaimce,** 

that euery wyghf / that meneth tru[e]ly, 

Demeth ^^that they in hert / haue suche^^ grevauncc. 

they soy, so importable / ys her penaunco, 2G 

that but her lady / lust to schew hem grace. 

they ryghf anoone / [mote]^^ sterven in the place. 28 

[5] 
" A, lady myn)," they sey / " I yowe ensure, 

^^as doth^^ me grace / and I shal ever be — 

while that my lyfe / may last[en]^^ and endure — 

to yow as humble / and lowe in ech degre 

as possible ys / and kepe al thing ^* secre 



29 



n«ir40,bMkj 
I tell yoQ that 
BvntMwonMn 
Itart ■oooin* 
plalnd to mo of 
meo'iootngw 



that my Mr* un 
grWvd. 



AboT«all,i]i 
Bngtand 



mMi iham erylnii 



21 to deotlTt woiMn. 



TlMjrilffh, 
look piUAil, 



and My they'll 
dIeirthdrladiM 
don't grant 'am 
fikvort. 



and that thaym 
bt as hambla 



and 

33 poM l bla. 



will that know }e 8. •-• haue we S. *-« Herd the trew S. ♦-« that 
donne thamme 8 : F reads wymen, as this MS. ' so S. ' thara S. ^-^ And 
paarid all ye bonndis of ye 8. * britanne S. *-* Thai seyfi thare In 8. 
*•— *• 8o can thir meft disRTmilefi 8. " seyfi B. ^*-" In thare eyfie tweyAe 
8 ; in, Speght 1602. >*-** Thir wordis ben spokefi generaly 8. >*-** a chere 
and countenafioe 8. **-** In hert that thai haue high S. '• 8 inserts most ; 
8(«eght<must.' ^-^)edoa ^lestena >• thing A (Ashbornham HS) 8, 
thing •• F. 8 omits as. 
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Bat it't hard to 
know a nuui'i 
heart. 



Women are 
deoeivd by (klae 
appeamnce. 



Women bellere 
men, and grant 
'em fiiYonrt to 
aave their Uvea. 



35 



36 



40 



43 



43 



And wlien tlie 
man bat poetew 
Bion of the woman, 



he niiiB after any 
other in tlie town. 



Caree him I 



rygfit as youre seluen^ lyst[e] / that I do ; 
and elles myn^ herte* / mote brest a-two." 

[6] 
fful herd ^yt is^ to know / a manys bert ; 

for outwarde may ^no man)^ / the trouthe deme ; 

^when worde out of his monthe / may non astert,^ 

but ^yt by reson) semed / eucry wight to^ queme ; 

^ so is hit seyde® of hert / as hit wolde seme. 

O* feythful woman / ful of^^ Innocence, 

thou arte deceyred / be fals apparence 1 

[7] 
^^By processe ^*moveth / oft woman ^* pite : 
wenyng al^^ thing were / as [pat] thise^* meii) sey, 
they graunte hem grace / of hir benignite, 
^*for that men shulde nat / for her sake" dey ; 
and with good hert[e] / set hem in the wey 
of blesful loue / kepe yt yf they^* konne : 
thus other while ^^ women) beth y-wonne. 

[8] 
And whann this man) / the ^^pot hath be*^ the stele, 50 
and fully is / in his possessyon), 
with that woman / kepeth he not^^ to dele 
2® after, yif he may / fynde[n]*<^ in the tovne 
any woman /his blynde affeccioh) 
On^^ to bestowe[n] / euel^^ mote he preve I 
a man, for al his ^Sothes / is herde to leve ! ^ 

[9] 
And for that euery fals man / hath a make, 
(as Tn-to euery wight / is lyght* to knowe,) 



47 



49 



54 



56 



04 



» selfe Sp., self F. selaefl 8. ' that myfi S. • herte Sp., hert F. *-* Is It 
8. *— • non 8. •— * Qahafi word may noR out of his mouth stert 8. ^—^ it 
be resoufi any wicht shuld 8. ■-« So It is 8. B. » A 8. " of Sp., om. F. 
'* Stanzas 7-16. These verses are omitted in the Digby MS. 181. ^*— " womefi 
raovit of S, of T also. " that all 8. " om. S. "-"That they schuld not for 
tbare loue 8. " he F, they 8, ye F. *' This othir quhilis S, And thus o. w. 
F. **-" the pot hath by A 8, penne F. " not 8, no more F. »-* After yal 
. . funden 8. " On A, vn F. *» foule 8. »-2» oth . . . leue A 8, beloue F. 
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when this traytouie / this woman hath for-sake, 
he ^fast[e] spedeth him^ / vn-to his felowe : 
til he be there / his hert ys on) a lowe ; 
hys fals deceyt / ' [ne] may him not^ sufiise, 
but of hys treson) / telleth al^ the wise.^ 

[10] 

Ts this a faire avannte / is this honoure 1 
a man him silfe ^accuse / thus, and di£fame t ^ 
•[Now] ys it good / confesse him* / a traytoure, 
and bringe a woman /to [a]*^ sclaundrouse name, 
and tel^ how he hir body / hathe do shame 1 
No woTshippe •may he thus / to him* conquere, 
^®but grete eeclaundre^^ / vn-to him and here ! 

Ill] 

^*[Vn] To hir ^*name yet / was^* yt no reprefe, 
for, al for vertu / was [it]*' that she wroght*; 
but he that brewed hath*^ / al this myschefe, 
that spake so faire / and falsly** inward thoghf,^® 
his be the sclaundre / as y t be resoh) oght* ; 
and vn-to hir / [a] thank *^ perpetuel, 
that in a nede** / ^•helpe can** so wel I 

[12] 

**Al-thogli of men), thorgH sleyght* / and sotilte,^® 
a sely symple / and Innocent ^i woman 
** betrayed ys / no wondre, sith the^^ cyte 
of Troye / (as [)«it] the story e telle ^ can) 
be-trayed was / thorgli the^ disceyt of man), 



61 



64 



68 



70 



And goM uid 
t«n« III* maUs 



63 allmboatit. 



Iitlilt lionoar? 



a nuui to confiMS 
Im'i m traitor. 
Mid Ull how h«'t 
iliaiiMd a woman f 



71 The woman'i not 
tube blaioed. 



75 bat Um man ia. 



77 



78 No wondor Uiat 
an iniMNvnt 
wmnRti ia 
belrajd by man. 



82 forTrojrwaa, 



1—1 



spedith him fast 8 (spedeth == sped'th). *-* ne / may nat him S. ' at S. 
* gwyce T. •— • accnsefi k deface 8. *-* Now Is It ffood confess^ him S, ys 



it g/c h. sclfe F. ' In a 8, B om. • say 8. *-• thns he may him self S. 
^•-*» Bot gett a sclander 8, disclaunder Sp. T. " St. 11-16 are st 1 to 6 in the 
Digby M8. **-" name jhit is D, nay yet was F, nay B T, na 8. " om. T. 
" om. S. » so falsly D. " wrot 8. ^' a thank S. * nede D, rede F, in soch 
a n«ed 8p *•— "• caft helpefi men S. *•-* Allthonch that meii by slicht k 
snbtiltce 8, of men D, men F, through mens Sp. ** Ignorant A 8. *•— ** Be- 
trayse no wonder Is, sefi ye 8. >> tel F D, tell Sp., tellcu S. ^* om. D. 
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and set on)^ fiie / and [al] dovne* oaer^throwe, 
and dennyd. and fynaly dystroyed / as men knowe. 84 

[13] 
^Betraied men not' / Citees^ g^te, and kynges 1 85 
what wyght is yt^ / that kan shape lemedye^ 
^ayens these falsely / purposed^ thingesl 
who can the ciafte / suche ciaftes' to espye,' 
MmMntmr but *^man, whos wytte / is euer redy ^* to aplye 89 

VMdjr for fUilty ; -^ 

to^^ thyng that "sovneth / in-to [hy]" falshede 1 
Women, beth ware / of ^'mennys sleight,^ I rede ! 91 

[14] 
And furthermore / han these ^^ men in vsage, 92 

and whmi ihtfn that,^* where [as] **they / not lykly ben^^ to** spede, 

no chanos them* 

Mivea, they im a suche ss [they] *' ben / with a double visage 

man lo ooart a 

woman for tbon. they procureu *^ / for to pursw her nede ; 

he prayeth him, in his cause / to procede, 96 

and largely ^guerdoneth / he his^ trauaylle : 

lytell wote^* wommen / how men hem^ assaylle ! 98 

[15] 
AnottMTwreich'u Another wrechch / vnto his felowe seythe : 99 

toll a man in lova» 

that < thow fisshest fayre / she that the hath fired, 

ys fals and^ inconstant / and hath no feythe ! 
she, ^*for the rode of folke / ys so desired,** 

hb Riri b hired and^ as an hors / fro day to day ys hired, 103 

daily by otiiarSf 

that when thow twynnest / fro hir companye, 

another cometh / and blered ys thyn ye I 105 

[16] 
' Now prikke on) fast / and ride thy ioumey 106 

back's tarnd while thou art there / for she, behinde thy bake. 



>aS. 'allSSp. »-» men) D, Betray not men B PS T. « realmes S. » hit 
B, om. S. « a r. S. '-^ Agape falsely porpoeyd T, these feUW Sp., fidaly D, 
false hid S. • cast<!« 8. • aspie D, espy Sp., spye F. *"-^ y* Is quho redy ay 
Is S. ^* In S. "— *' sowning is to Sp., is sownynge T, vnto hie S, into hy A. 
"->* false men Sp. " othir S. " T inserts as, where as A. **-*• quhare thai 
beii not likly for to S. ^ are D. " as D, as they B F Sp., where as T, as that 
S. '• S inserts men. **-** to guerdonfi thair S. ^ know S. *• men hem D 
Sp., men F. ^ om. S. ^^"^ for hir fade of folk Is so diairit S, . . desered F. 
w That S. 
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112 



113 



80 lyberal ys / she wol no wyght* with-sey, 
bat smerUy of another / take a snake ; ^ 
for thus thes wommen / faren, al the pake ; 
who so hem trosteth / hanged mot he be 1 
ay' they desyren chaonge / and nouelte I ' 

[17] 

* Wherof procedeth this / but of envye t 
for he him selfe / hyre ne wynne^ may, 
he speketh hir reprefe / and yileyny[e], 
as mannes blabbyng^ tong / ys wont alway : 
thus dyners men / fol ^often make^ assay 
for to 'distoorben folke / in sondry' wyse, 
for they may not / acheven^ her empiyse. 

[18] 

fful many a man*® **eke / wolde** for no good, 

(that hath *^in loue / his tyme*' spent and vsed,) 

Men wyste ^'his lady," his axyng** withstood, 

and" that he "were / of hyr pleynly" refused, 

or wast and*^ "veyn, wer / al that he had*® mused ; 

wherfore he can / no better*® remedye, 

bat on*' his lady / shapith him to lye. 126 



■lM*Utakea 
tiuidi with 

110 •OOMOIMelMb 



117 



119 



120 



123 



[19] 

* Eaery womman,' he seyth / 'ys lyght to getc, 
(kan noon sey nay) / if she be wel I-soghf : ^ 
who so may **han leyser** / with her*^ to trete. 



M womtn like 
duiitge. 



When a nun cant 
win a woman, 
baaboaeahar. 



nio'avaryona 

knowahUlady 

rafttaadhlm. 



ha hairf ns to lla 
about bar. 



127 Hetaytany 
woman can ba 
IPtt If iha'a wall 
oouitad. 



^ nothing Sp. ' smacke Sp. ' Euer Sp. ^ The collations markt D are from 
the Digby MS. 181, in the Bodleian Library. This MS. begins the noem with 
ttanxaa 11 — 16 of the Ashbam. Terrion. It then has stanzas 7 — 16 the same as 
17 — 26 here, then leaves ont stanxas 7 — 10, then takes as its stanzas 17—26 the 
Ashb. 87-9, 60-6, and after that mns with the Fairfax, its stanzas 87 — 58 
corresponding witJi Fairfax 47 — 68. See p. 92 below. * weunefi S. * blabbjng 
D Sp., babbyng St B, labbing 8 T. '-' of will mak S. •-« distrouble folk oii 
annAer 8 : distoorble T. • hane D, obtaine Sp. *• Many one Sp. **— " wolde 
eke D, wald eke 8. "-" his tyme in love D. "-" that sithe S. " askyng* D. 
^ Ere 8p. "-»• war planly of hir 8. ^ or 8. »-» vayn att that he had D A, 
. . . hatn F. *• none other Sp. " onely T. " sought D. ••-" leisnr hane D, 
leiser haue Sp., leyser hane 1^ ^ thame S. 
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of his purpose / ne^ sbal he faile noght, 

but he on) maddyng* / be so depe ybroghf , 131 

that he^ shende al / with open homelynesse,^ 

^that louen wymmen / nat as^ that, 1 gesae.' 133 

[20] 
To sclaunder women / thus, what may profyte f 134 
QenU«mMi should too gentils^ namely / that ^hem annen sholde/ 

Ann In dsfimos oC . 

and in^ defence of wofitmen / hem delyte, 



^as that^ the oidre / of gentilesse^^ wolde : 

yf that a man / lyst gentil to be holde, 1 38 

he *^moot flee al*^ that / ther-to ys contrarye : 

a sclaundryng^^ tong / is his grete adueraarya^ 140 

[21] 

A foule thing^* ys / of touge to be lyghf ; 141 

Grwu talkers gtb for who 80 mychel^^ dappeth^^ / gabbeth ofte. 

the tonge of" men^^ so ^^swyff ys / and so** wyght, 

that whan it is areysed / vp on) lofte, 

leson) yt seweth** / so slowly and softe, 145 

that it^ him neuer / ouer-take may : 

lord ! so thise men / beth trusty in asay I 147 

[22] 

Tiio' onewomsn Al-bo-hyt that mau)^ fynde / o^ woman) nyce, 148 
In-constant, recheles / or varriuble, 
^Deynouse, or proude*^ / fulfilled of malice, 

■nd deodtAii. Wythoutcn** feyt^ or love / and deceyvable, 

^sly, queynt, and fals^ / in al vnthrift** coupable, 152 
Wikked, and feers / and^ ful of cruelte, 

itdoero'tfolloir . , , «, / , ...««• « 

tiistaiisre. yt folowcth nat^ / that swicu,^ al wommcn be. 154 

' om. D. • madnesse Sp. * om. S. * hnmylnea 8. *-• And that loue 
nothing women as S, love D., they doten as Sp., nat as D. 'To geutiUesae Sp. 
'-' thame honour schald S. • om. D, Sp. puts * and * after * women.' •— • And 
8. *• gentilnesse D T. '^-"" must all eschuwe Sp. ** aclaundrooa Sp., S. 
*• MS. aduersyte. '* vice Sp., foule wise of t S. '• moche D. ^* chappitn and 
S. ^' man S. "-" swigbt and so D, swyft ys / and is F. '• is shewed Sn., 
schewit S. * it D, yf F. ** men) D. " one Sp. **— ** Sclee queynt and fala« 
S, Deignous Sp. ** With out D. **— * Deynous^ and proud S. *• vntrust Sp. , 
vntriste com|iarable B. ^ om. S, and reads fulfillit. ^ not D. ^ suche D. 
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[23] 

When that ^the high god^ / Aungels formed had, 155 

a-inonge hem al[le] / wheither ther were noon) 

that founden was / malicious and bad t 

Tis ! al men woot / that ther was many oon), 

that for hir pride / fil^ from heven anoon) : 

'shol men therfore' / al Aungels, proude name) 

Nay ! he that that^ susteneth / is to blame. 



159 



161 



or Um Angels, 
wasn't one bad P 



Ttn. 



Are all angele 
therefore prodd ? 



[24] 



162 



OrtheApoetle^ 
one was a traitor, 
bat the rest were 
troe. 



168 



169 



Every man oagbl 
to tliink women 
honourable. 



Of twelve apostels, oon) / a traytour was : 

the remenant, yit / good[e] were and triwe. 

than),^ yf it happe / men fynde[n], per caas,* 

00^ womman fals / swich® is good for® to eschiwe, 

and deme nat^^ that they** / ben al[le] vntrewe ! 166 so or women. 

I se" wel / mennes owne*' fals[e]nes8e, 

hem causeth wommen / for to trusten lesse. 

[25] 

**0 ! eucry man) oght** haue / an herte tendre 
vn-to*^ woman / and deme hir honumble, 
wheither his shap be / outher thikke or slender,*^ 
or he be badde or good / this*^ ys no fable, 
cuery man woot / that witte hath resonable, 
that of a woman / he descended*^ ys : 
than ys yt shame, of hir / to speke amys 1 

[26] 

A wikked tre, gode frute / may noon) forth bryng ; 176 

for swiche*® the frute ys / as that is the tre. 

take hede of whom / thou took thy bygynnyng ! 

lat thy moder / be Merour vnto the ! 

honure hir / yf thou wolt honured be I 180 

»-» god the hie D. » feit D. »-* Shuld me for thewi yeue Sp. * that that 
D, that F. ' So Sp. • parcaA D. 'AD. • suche D, a soch good is Sp. • om. 
BST. «» not D. "alls. " S inserts full " owne Sp., oone F. "-" Eu/ry 
ought to D. " vnto a Sp. *• sklendre B, sklendir D. ^ it Sp. " destended 
F, discendit S, discended Sp. ** suche D. 



173 He's the son of 
one. 

ir-r It's a •hame tn 
1^5 speak m of her. 



As tlie tree, so 
IsthefhUu 



Honoar your 
lloUier! 
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It'N ft bftd Mrd 
tliMt foula Ito 
own nest. 



M«n shouldn't 
ftbuM women. 



Worom Mij that 
Clerks write 
books against 
em. 



on how they 
beCi^jd Dftvid, 
Solomon, Ac, 



Grid. In his 
Miemtdv cf LoVt 
abased women, 
and was a fool for 
doing It. 



182 



183 



187 



189 



Dispise thou hir nat / in no manere, 

Lest that ther-by / thy wikkydnesse appere ! 

[27] 
An olde proverbe / seyde ys in englyssh : 
men seyn ' that brid or foule / ys dyshonest, 
what that he^ be / and holden ful^ chirlyssh, 
that vseth to defoule / his ovne neste.' 
men, to say wel of wymen / 'yt is' best, 
and ^nat to displesen hem / ne depraue,^ 
yf that ^they wol hir^ honour / kepe and^ saue. 

[28] 
These ladyes eke^ / ^compleynen hem on)' clerkes, 190 
that ^they han made bokes / of hir difPame, 
In which ^^dispisen they / wommaD[e]8*^ werkes, 
and speken of hem / grete reprefe and shame, 
and causeles yiven^^ hem / a wikked name : 194 

thus they dyspysed ben / on) euery syde, 
^2 and sclaundred,^^ and bylowen^* / on) ful wyde. 196 

[29] 
Tho sory bokes / maken mensyon) 197 

how they betrayden)** / in especial,^* 
adam, dauid, sampson) / and saJamoh), 
and many oon) mo / ^•who may rehersen al^* 
the treson) / that they haue done ^^and [ay] shal t ^^ 201 
^®the world hir malice / may not cornprehende : ** 
^*as that theys^* clerkes seyn / yt hath noon) ende. 203 

[30] 
Ouyde in his boke^ / called * remedye 204 

of" loue * / grete reprefe of womroen writeth ; 
wherin, I trowe, he dide / grete folye, 



^ that he D Sp., he F. > for S. *-* Is ye S, is the D. *-* depriae thame 
nor Jit d. S, not for to dispyse D B T. ^^-^ )e wold Jour 8. • or Sp. ^ euor Sp. 
*-• complene thame of S, compleyn) D. • That that D. >'*— " they dLmiae 
women and her Sp. " yeve D. "— " Disclaundred Sp. >* blown S, belyed T. 
" betraied D, haue betrayed S. " especyait D. especial Sp., special F, s'peciall 
S. **-w quho rehereefi schall S. ^-" and all S. *«-*8 The warld may n^ jar 
malice c. S : wordle D, worde T. >*-^ And that ve S. » bokis B. 



XIX. TBK LBTTER OF CUPID TO LOVERS, HIS 8UBJB0T8. 81 

and eucry wyght / that ^ in sucli case delyteth.^ 

a clerkys costome ys / whan he endy teth 208 cinkB aiwajs do 

nj woDMii an 

of women, be yt prose /or* ryme, or vers, naughty, tho th^ 

know it In t tm*. 

'seye they' ben wikke / al knowe he the reveis. 210 

[31] 
And that boke, scolers / lerne in ^hir chyldehede,^ 211 
for they of women / ^be war sholde^ in age, 
and for to ^louen hem / ener ben^ in drede, 
syn^ to deceyve / is set al hire' corage. 
they seyn, ^peiylle / to cast, ys avanntage,^ 215 

*<>and namely suche*® / as men ^^han in be wrapped," 
for many a man by woman ^^ / hath myshapped.^ 217 

[32] 
"No charge, whatso / thyse clerkjrs" seyn : 218 id«o'i«rtwhrt 

of al hir wrong wryting / I do no cure ; 
al hir trauayle and laboor^^ / ys in veyn), 
For, betwex me / and my lady^' nature, 
shal nat^^ be suffred / while the world may dure, 222 
these" clerkys / by ^*hir cruel ^* tyranie, 
*> thus vpon*> wytnmen / kythen hir maystrie. 224 ■««tortwoBi«. 

[33] 
Whylom ful mony'^ of hem** / wer in my cheyn« 225 Mwiyof ••m w«» 
y-tyed*' / and now, what for vnweldy age, imv* rnnm 

and for vnlust, may not / to love atteyne,** 
and seyn, that love ys / but werray'^ dotage, 
^thus, for that they hem selfe^ / lakken corage, 229 
they folke exciten*^ / by hir wykked sawes, 
for to rebelle* agayn** me / and my lawes. 231 



1-* oft fuich delitteth a « om. D B. *-* To «eye ye S. ^-* ther childhode 
D, S om. hir *-• schnld be war 8. *-• loue thaSe euir be 8, lore D. ' Siiich 
8. • ther D. •-• of perel men should cast thananfitaffe Sp., tast D. 
*•— *• Namely of such Sp. "— " haue in be wrappes B, ben ^wrapped D, be- 
wrapped Sp., be- wrappes F. " women D S. " royshapped D Sp., myshappes 
F B. **-'* Now charge Is quhat so thir clerkis S, charge is Sp., nowso this B. 
" labour and tr. Sp. 8. " om. S. ^ not D, nat AST, noon F. " Thus these 
Sp. *•— *• outrageous A. •-* on selie Sp. " many D, meny B. •• them D. 
«» ycheined S. •* susteyfie 8. * Terry D, veray S. •-* Thus for thame seluefi 
S, frilf D. ^ txcenes 8. * reule S. *• ayens D. 

HOCCLBVB, M. P. — I. 
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Tet, ihoM who 
bUnM women 
moat, 



I can make 'em 
love the fonleet 
flat 



AS ir she were a 
dudiete. 



[34] 

Bat mawgre hem / that blamen wommen most, 232 

Buche is^ the force / of myn impressyob), 

that ^sodenly / I felle' can hit boat, 

and al hir wrong / ymag3macion) ; 

yt shal not ben / in her elleccion), 236 

the foulest slutte / of al a^ tovne refuse,* 

yf that me lyst^ / for al that they can muse ; 238 

[35] 

But hir in hert / as brenyngly desire, 239 

as thogh she were / a duchesse or a quene ; 

so can I folkes hertys / set on fire, 

and as me list hem^ sonde / loy or tene. 

they that to wowmen / ^ben jrwhett^ so kene, 243 

my sharp[e] ®p«rsyng strokes / how they* smyte, 

shul fele, and knowe / and how ^they kerve^ and byte. 

[36] 

Perdee,*^ this grete*^ clerke / this sotil Ouydc, 246 

and ^*mony another / han^^ deceyved be 

of women) / as yt knowen ys ful wyde ; 

Wote no man** more / and that is grete deynte, 

so excellent a clerk / as that was he, 250 

and other mo that koude / so** wel preche, 

betrapped wer / for aght*^ they coude teche. 252 

[37] 

And trusteth wel / that yt** is no mervaylle, 253 

Women are op to ffor women *^knywen / pleynly *^ hir entent ; 

them and their 

iiee. they wiste how sotyly / they koude assayle 

hem, and *®what falshode / they in hert[e]*® ment ; 
and **this clerkys / they** in hir daungcr hent ; 257 



Ovid too, 
and other 



aboieni, were 
trickt by women. 



^istheDSp., isF. »-* sotelly y felle T. 'in all the Sp., >e B. * to refuse 
B. • lust D. • sem T. '— ' yhurt S. *-* strokis pcrcyng quho )e S. •—• f© 
berfi S. 10 Parde D. " om. Sp. **-" many D, m. one othir haue S. " Wot« 
no man S. What no men F. ^* full Sp. '» ought D. " ys F, it Sp. »'->'' 
kuewo full p. S. **— 1* y* • • • thair hert S, i*— ^ thus they clerkes Sp., haue/ar 
they S. 
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with 00 venym / another was distroyed ; 

and thus thise olerkes / often were anoyed. 259 

[38] 
These ladyes ne thise gentils / neuerthelesse, 260 udiM didn't do 

•^ Of tliU,balonly 

were noon of thoo / that wroghten in this wysse ; ^ qiMuu. 

but swyche^ filthes^ / as weren vertulesse, 

they quytten thus / this olde clerkis wisso ; ^ 

To* clerkis, •for-thy, lesse^ may^ suflfyse 264 cieri» •hoaw not 

d«fame wooMii. 

than to deprave^ wommen / generally ; 

for worahippe shul they gete / noon) therby. 266 

[39] 
If that thise men / that louers hem pretende, 267 if uiaMprtiended 

^ loren wen inw 

to women weren ^feythfull / good^ and trewe, towomw, 

and dreden hem / to deceyren or ofifende, 

women, to loue hem / wolde nat eschewe ; women would 

but euery day hath man / an herte^^ newe : 271 

yt, vpon oon, abide / can no while. 

what fors ys it / swich a wight to be-gile 1 273 

[40] 

Men) beren eke this women) / ypon) honde, 274 Men nj too uiat 

that lyghtly / and wyth-outen^^ any peyne, woomd, 

they **wonne ben / they can" no wyghf withstonde, 

that his disese / list to hem compleyne : 277 

^they been so freel / they mo we hem nat refreyne ; ^' m fhdi m thej. 

but who so lyketh / may hem lyghtly haue, 

so ben hir hertys / esy in to graue.^^ 280 

[41] 
To^ maister John de Meun / as I suppose, 281 itwatauuty 

Job of Jess de 

Than^^ yt was / a lewde occupacioh) Mean, 

In makyng of the Romance / of the Koso, 

»wiBeSp. "sucheD. « fiMok« S. * wise Sp. » To Sn., The FD. •-* ffor 
theylAsseD. ' mieht Sp. » dispraue Sp. '^ g. f. T. ^<> hert F D, horte Sp. 
" wyth out D, without eny B. **-^* women ben that can S. >*— ^» They be 
so fire T. not D B, Thai haue suich mercj / they may no man witA-seyne S. 
" graue D 8p., crane F. " To D Sp., I F. *« Then) D Sp„ an F. 

G 2 
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in hit Momanet <ff 80 maoy a sly / ymagynacioD) 

tkt MoBtf to dsrlM 

■o many tricks to and perils^ / for to roUen^ yp and doun, 285 

deceive a poor ■, . ■■ j i • 

girt. 80 longe p'ocesse / so many a slye cautele, 

for to deceyve / a sely damesele ! 287 

[42] 

Nat' can I ^seen / ne* my wytte comprchende, 288 

that art and peyn^ / and sotilte [sjholde^ faylle 

for to conquere / and sone make an ende, 

^whan man a feble place / shal^ assay Ue, 

and ^soone also^ / to venquyssh a bataylle, 292 

of whiche no wyght / dar maken® resistance, 

Ke hert hatii noon) / to stonden) at^® defence ; 294 

[43] 
Bntifittekee Than ^^yt moof folowen^i / of necessite, 295 

■o much trouUe 

to deceive a syn^^ art asketh / so grete engyn and peyne 

woman, 

a woman ^'to dysceve / what she^* be 
iureiy the'i more of constanco^* / they ben)** not so bareyne 

coQtUntthan , / 

aome derka aay. *^as that sontms of thise / sotU clerkys fejme ; ** 299 
but they ben / ^^as that wommen oghten be,*'' 
sad / constant / and fulfilled of pite.*^ 301 

[44] 
See what a friend How frcudcly was / Medea to lason) 302 

Medea was to tlie . , ,« , i » , n oa <> t « 

fiiiae Jaaon. in the** couquenng / of the flees ^ of golde ! 

how falsly quyt he / hir affeccion), 
by whom victorie he gate / as he hath 2* wolde ! 
how may this man, for shame / be^ so bolde 306 

to falsen^ hir / that from his dethe and shame 
him kept,^ and gat him / so grete pris and name t 308 



^ poreloua T, perillis S. ' Pott D. * Not D. *— * say ne Sp. S, ne in F. » part 
S. * shulde T, 8chul<¥ S. '-^ When) D, Quhen a mafi schall a f. p. S. * also 
Rofi S. • may make 8p. '• to make any Sp. "— " mote It falow S, flTolowe D. 
** sich S, om. so. "— " for to Dissane qiino S : what so Sp. " confiaunce B, 
constannte S. ^ be they Sp. '^— ^ As ar sum men Or otmr subtile clerk«ff S. 
^-^ richt as Women oucht to be S, ought to D. " bountee S. " the grete D, 
the om. S. ^ flees D, fleco Sp., flee F, fless« 8. ^ haue D, S om. hath, 
a durst be D. » flaylen D T. ** helped, om. him, a priss S. 
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[45] 
Of trove also / the traytouri Eneas, 309 andDidotoUw 

J I '^ WthleM wretch 

the feythles wiechdi / how hath he him for-swore' in«M. 

to dido, that queen / of Cartage was, 

that him releved / of his 'smertys sore ! ' 

what gentilesse^ myght^ she / han dooD) more 313 

than^ she with hert ynfeyned / to hym kyddel 

and what myschefe ^to hir / ther^f • betydde ! 315 

[46] 
In my lesende of Martres^ / men may® fynde 316 i" my i*P«miof 

•^ " " ** Martpn you may 

(who SO* that lyketh therin / for^^ to rede,) ••• ««» «tiitc»n 

biod DO nun, 

that oothe in no^* behest / ^*may no man) bynde ;^* 

of repreuable shame / han they no drede ; 

In mannes hert[e] / trouthe hath no^^ stede ; 320 

the soyl ys noght / ther may no trouthe growe ! 

to womman namely / yt is nat un-knowe.^* 322 »» women know. 

[47] 
Clerkee seyn also / ' ther is no malice 323 ci«kt n^ thwe't 

no nanghUneat 

vnto a^* womans / crabbed wykkydnesse ! * uk« » woaum't. 

woman) 1 how shalt thow^^ / thy self chevice, 

i^syn men) of*^ the / so ^^muchel harme wytnessel^® 

No fors ! doo forth / takg^ no«> heuynesse 1 327 

kepe thyn) owne / **what men) clappe^^ or crake ! 

and somme of hem shul smert / I vndertake ! 329 

[48] 
* Malice ' of women) / what is yt to drede 1 330 But wom^nji 

, naughUn«M 

they sle no men) / dystroyen^ no citees ! 
*^they not oppressen folke / ne over-lede,** 



» Duke D. * forfiu« 8. »-* herUai s. S. * gentilnease D. » Than) D, That 
F B. •— • thare-of to hir S. ' Cupid's or Chaucer's * Legend of Good Women * 

gikeat]. Speght wrongly reads •natures.' * may men) D T. • om. D. *® om. 
. " othe ne Sp. 8 T. '*-" mefl may findc S. " neuir 8. " not vmk[n]owe 
D. >» om. D. *• shaltow T. ^-^ Sith D, Sich men to 8. i*-"* mochc harm 
alle sois 8 ; moche D, soch (for ' so mnchel ') 8p. ^ an() take 8. ^ noon D. 
Spelt's line is 'Beth ware, women, of her fikelnesse.' ^—^ qnhat so men 
clepe 8. " ne distroy 8. •— • ne not oppresses folk In no sejrfi le<f 8. 
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doem'thnrt betray Empires / ^Kemes ne ducheas,^ 
houses on fire. 118 men) ^bereve hir landes / ne hir Mees,^ ' 
empoysone folkys / ne houses set on) fire, 
• ne false contractes / maken for non)^ hire ! 

[49] 

Women have, m Trust, psrfyto louo / and entere* charyte, 
and good morals, fervent* wyl / and entenlented^ corage 



334 



336 



337 



®be thewes® good / as •yt sytt® wel to be, 

ban women ay^® / of custome and vsage ; 

and wel they kan / a^^ mannes yre as wage 341 

with soft[e] wordes / discreet ^^ ^^d benigne : 

what they be^^ Inward / sheweth^* outwarde sygne. 



Women's hearts 
are devout and 
amiable. 



(If otherwise, 
they're un- 
natural.) 



[50] 

Womman[ne]s herte / vn-to no cruelte 
enclyned ys / but they ben charitable, 
pitouse, devoute / f ul of humylite, 
shamefaste,^^ debonarie^* / and amyable, 
Dredful / and of ^^ hir wordes mesurable : 
what woman thise^^ / hath not, perauenture, 
i^Ne folweth nat^* / the wey of hir nature. 

[51] 



344 



348 



350 



Men say that Eve Men seyn, ' oure firstFel moder / nathelcs, 

made all folk '' *• ■■ ' ' 

lose their uberty. made al mau-kyudo / lese^® his lyberte, 
and naked yt^ of Ioy[e] / douteles ; 
22ffor goddis hestes / disobeyed she,^ 
whan she presumed / tasten of a^^ tre 
wichcli 2* god forbad / that she ne ete of sholde ; 
25 and nade the deuel ben / namore she wolde.** 



351 



355 



357 



*— ^ realmis ne Duchess S, Duchesses D. *-* bireven) D, bereueii lander nor 
thar socs S. ^ Messuages, houses and lands, holdings. See Catholtam, * no D. 
» euir S. « frauard S. ' entalented D B. ^-^ To D, All Sp., To thewis S B T. 
»-» sittith D Sp. '« euer Sp. " they conne Sp. " swete D S. " ben) D. 
" thoy shew Sp. ^* SchamefuU S. " debonayr D. " and of D Sp., of F. 
w that S. >»-*» FoUowetli not Sp. » lose D, to leso S. » him S. «-» for that 
. . . best disobeyt sche S, heste T. ^ the D Sp. B T. « That Sp. »-» But 
3it ye fend that agayii stodeii wold S, ne wolde F. 
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[52] 

The envioase suellyng / that the fend, our fo, 358 

had vnto man in herte^ / for his welthe, 

sent a serpent / and made hir for to go 

to deceyye Eve / and thus was mannes helthe^ 

beraft ^him by the fende / ryght' in a stelthe, 

the woman *noght? knowyng* / of the* deceyt : 

gode wote, ful •fer was yt / from* hir conceyt 

[53] 
Wherfore I sey^ this / good[e] woman) Eve, 
our fader Adam / ne deceyved noght 
ther may no man / for a deceyt yt preve 
proprely, bat yf that she / in hir thoght* 
had it compassed^ first / ^er yt was* wroghf ; 
and for swich was nat hir^® / impressyon),^^ 
Men ^calle / yt may,** no deceyt" by reson). 

[54] 
No^* wyglit deceyveth / but he yt** purpose ; 
the fende ^^this deceyt cast / and nothing *• she ; 
than ys yt wronge / to demen or suppose 
that she sholde of this^^ harme / the cause be. 
witeth the fende / and his *®be the" Mawgre, 
and for excused / haue** hir Innocence, 
sauf oonly that she / breeke^ obedyence. 

[55] 
And touching that^ / ful fewe men ther ben — 
Vnnethes** any / dar I saufly seye — 
fro day to day / as *^that men now^ wel seen, 
but that** the best / of god they dysobeye : 
haue this in mynde / sires,^ I yow preye ; 383 



BatltwastlM 
Derilwbodld 



364 



365 Bve didn't 

d«0«lTtAdMIL 



369 



371 



372 



TlwDtvUdid. 



376 Blamt btm. 



378 



379 NMriy «T«7 miui 
daily 



diaobeytOod. 



^ harte Sp., hert F D. • wealth Sp. *-* 8 om. him and reada and ry* : right 
even) D, by the fende Sp. *--* kn. no* S. • that Sp. •— • fer It was from S. 
' 8 inserts that. » ptt»"po8it S. •-• or she it Sn. w hir D, hit F. " enten- 
cionfi S. '*— " may catf it D, may it call Sp. " disceipt of* her Sp. " Ne no 
Sp. ^ om. Sp. *«— " yis desaite . . . nat S. '' his D, That of his harme she 
should Sp. "-!» hie S. " hald 8. » brake D Sp. " this Sp. » Vnnethe. 
**— * men mo we D, as men may all day sec Sp., mow T. ** om. D. * Sens I). 
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XIX. THB LETTER OF CUPID TO LOVEBS, HIS SUBJECTS. 



And whm 10011 
•ay women ten 
onsUble, 



lMk*WMn'l 
Adrnmohang** 
ableP* 



yf that ye be discreet / and resonable, 

lye wol hir hold[en] / the^ more excusable. 385 

[56] 

And where' men seyn) / in man) ys stedfastnesse, 386 

and woman) ys / of hir corage vnstable, 

Who may of Adam / here swiche^ witnesset 

telleih me this / was he nat chaongeablet 

they ^bothe weren / in a caas semblable ; * 390 

sauf willyngly the feende / deceyned Eve, 

and so dide she nat Adam / by your leue. 392 

[57] 

Tct was this synne^ / happy to man)-kynde : 393 

the feende deceyved was / for al his sleyght^ ; 

for aught^ he coude him / in his sleythes wynde, 

^god, to discharge^ mankynde / of the weight*® 

of* his trespase, cara^^ doun / from the^^ hevenes height*, 

and flessh and blood / ^^he tooke of A^^ virgyne, 

and suffred deth / him^^ to delyuer of pyne ! 399 

[68] 
and ir He'd And god, to whom / ther may no thing hyd be, 400 

known that #i_» i_ /i.ji i 

woman wae §o yf hc in woman knowe / had snche malyce 
•he hj H?d"eTer ^ ^^^ ^^ ^®™ recorde / in generalte ; 
havebeen bom ^^4 our lady, of lyfe / reparatrice, 

Nolde ban be bom / but ^*for that^* she of vice 40-4 
Was woyde / and of al vertu (wel he wyste) 
endowed^* / of hir to be bore hym liste. 406 

[59] 
Hir heped^*^ vertu / hath swich^® excellence, 407 

that al to leene^* / ys mannes faculte 
to declare yt / and ther-for in suspence, 

^"^ ^ wold hold womeQ ye S, hir wolde D. ' whan B. ' sache D, socb a Sp, 

*-^ boith waw caos^ symiable 8, o case Sp. • MS. fynne. • thouch S. '— ^ God 

diBchargit S. • plicht S. • for S. ^^ come D. " om. S. "— " tuke of a cleyn 

S. "manD. ** MS. yf. »«-" om. D. " Endewcd D. ^^ happy D, hicht a 
" such D. >» low S. 



Tel God 



took flesh of a 
VirKln, 



She i« an ftitl of 
▼irtoea that no 
man can expreea 
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nuui't best trUod. 



WonMfi nti win 
niMi mcny. 



hir due preysing / pat moot nedes be ; 

but this I sej / [right] verraly, that she, 411 

next god, ^the best frend ys^ / that to men longeth : NexiG<Mi..h«i« 

the key of mercye by' hir giidille hongeth. 413 

[60] 

And of mercye / hath euery man) swich' nede, 414 

that, oessyng^ that / farewel the loy of man) ! 

of her power / now taketh^ ryght* good hede ! 

she mercye may / wol,^ and porchace kan ! 

dysplese^ hir nat^ / honoreth that woman, 418 

and other women al[le]^^ / for hir sake ! 

and but ye do / your sorowe shal a-wake ! 420 

[61] 

Thou preciouse gemme / martir" Maigarete, 

of ^ thy blood / draddeet noon) effusion) ! 

thy martirdome / ^'ne may I nat^ foryete ! ** 

thou constant womman / in thy passyon) 

ouercoom)^ the feendis / temptacion) : 

and many a wyght*^^ / conuerted thy doctryne, 

17 Vnto the feith of God / holy virgyne ! " 427 

[62] 

But ynderstondeth / I commende hir noght 428 

by encheaon) / of hir virginite. 

trusteth ryght^^ weP^ / it cam neuer in my thoght^ 

for euer werre y*^ / ayein** chastyte, 

and ever ^shal / bat this, lo, meveth me,^ 432 

hir louyng bert / and constant to hir lay, 

dryye oute of my i«m[em]braunce / I ne may ! 434 



421 WitiMM tht OOQ- 
•tancj of 
StMargarH 
tlMmutjr. 



425 



HmrlpfmlM, 
not for her 
Tirginity, 



but for her 
coustaucy. 



>-i is the best frende B. ' at Sp. > sache D. ^ wantinff S. * takith nowe 
D. • here 8. ' wett D Sp. • Dinpiwj S. • not D. " Andall othir wofnen 8. 
"of martin 8p. »«ThatofSp. "-»« may I not D. " Speght's line is : *Thou 
loner tme, thoa maiden mansuete.' *• onercame Sp. ^ mafi S. ^-^ From 
Asbb. MS. god / holy D. Speght, / holy God thou, 1602, fol. 812, back, col. 2. 
F B omit 1. 441. " om. 8. *• om. * ryght wel ' Sp. *• werrey F, I werrwy 
D 8 T. » A yens D. "»-« I shatt / but lo this mouyth D, (lo thb) Sp, lo this 
commend me 8. 



1 
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XIX. THB LETTER OP CUPID TO LOVERS, HIS SUBJBCT8. 



Who can find 



thai Any woman 
fonuiok Chri»t P 



But all the 
Apoatles did. 



In woman, then, 
Ilea oonatoncy ; 



in roan, change. 



And my true 
luud of women 



is to help thorn 
to persevere in 
virtue. 



[63] 



435 



439 



441 



In any boke also / vhere can ye fynde, 
(that of the werkis / ^or the^ dethe or lyfe 
of Ihe^ speketh / or maketh any mynde,) 
that wommen him forsook^ / for woo or stryfet 
wher was ^ther any wyghf / so ententyfe* 
a-bouten* him / as women? pardee^ noon)! 
thapostels hym forsoken* / euerychon) ! 

[64] 
Wowman) forsooke hym) noght / for al the feyttL 442 
of holy chirche / in womman left oonly : 
this is no lees / for thus^ holy wryt seyeth. 
Lok ! and ye shal so fynde yt / hardely ; * 
and therfore I may •prove / wel herby,* 
that in womman regneth / stable Constance ; 
and in men / ys the^^ chaunge and^^ variance ! 

[65] 
Kow holdeth this for ferme / and for no lye, 
that this ^*trew / and lust^^ commendacioh) 
of women, tolde^^ / I nat^* for flaterye, 
ne to cause hem^* pride / or^^ elacion), 
but oonly loo / for this entencion), 
to yeve hem corage / of perseueraunce 
In vertu / and^^ hir honure to enhaunce.^® 

[66] 
The more vertu / the lasse is the pride, 
vertu so digne is / and so noble in kynde, 
that vice and [s]he^* / wol not^ in feere abide : 
[sjhe putteth vyce^^ / clene out of hi[r] mynde, 459 
[sjhe fieeth from him / [s]he leueth^ him behyiule ! 



446 



448 



449 



453 



455 



456 



*— ^ othir S. ' hym) forsoke D, him forsook Sp. F. *— * any so Inly ententife 
S. * About D. * proucd Sp., /or pardce. ^ The Apostelis forsoke hym D, him 
forsoken Sp. , forsoken hym F B. * om. S. * redely S. •— • prove weft therby 
D, wel prevc herby F B, therby Sp. *® om. D. " of Sp. ^*— ^ lust and trew S. 
" writt S. »< not D, tcl I for no Sp. »» No bicftusc of Sp. >• nor S. "" om. 
D. " auauncc Sp. i* sche S. ^ om. S. ** om. S, reads clcre, hir. " put S. 



XIX. THE LETTER OP OUPID TO LOYEBS, DIS SUBJECTa 



91 



wommaii) / that of wertu art hoetesse,^ 

gret ys thyn honor / and thy worthy nesse I 462 

[67] 

Than wol we thus / concladen and dyffyne : 463 

we yow comaunde / oure Ministres echon), 

that redy *been / to oure heetes^ enclyne, 

that, of thise false ^ men) / our reble* foon), 

ye do punyshement^ / and that anoon) ! 467 

voide •hem our® court / and banyssh hem^ for euer, 

80 that ^iher-in / they ne come more^ neuer. 469 



[68] 



470 



ffulfilled be •yt / ceesjrng al delay ! ^ 

look [that] ^® ther be noon) / excusacion) 

**writeii in the ayer / the lusty ^^ moneth of May, 

In oure paleys / where many A Milion) 

of loners trwe / han habitacion), 474 

the yere of grace / loyful and locunde 

A thousand and^^ foure houndred / and^^ secounde. 476 

% Explicit liV^ra Cupidinis **dei aroatoris 
direct/; suis subditw.^* 

(In a late hand, Stowe's ?) T. hocleve. 



of which, woaiaa 



Th«n, my 
•enraiiU, 



tarn thaae (Um 
rtbelsormen out 
of myCouit! 



Written In Xaj, 



140S. 



* hostrease 8p., Uoetes 8. *-* ye be oure hcstes to Sp. 
• false Sp., om. F D. * rebell Sp. • pnniciotm S. ^-* thame 
Jour S. ' thame S. •— * here afur therin they come D, therein 
more come they Sp. •— • this prrcept wttAout D 8. ^* 8 in- 
oerta that **-** Wretyn) in the lusty D Sp. (Read * th* ayer* 
as one syllable.) " om. D Sp. 8. " the D. "-" Explicit etc 
8. directa snbditis suis amatoribns D T, the lettre of Ciipide 
god of loue directed to his suggestys loners, 6. [At eud of 
One, and of other poems, ' Lyty ' ; ? the mbricator, H.] 



92 XIX. THS LKTTER OF OUPID TO LOVKBS, HIS SUBJECTS. 

The title of the poem in Stowe's edition of 1561 « 
Fol. cccxxvi, back, and in Speght's edition of 1602, is : 

"The Letter of Cupide. This letter was made by 
Thomas Occleue of the office of the priuy Seale, 
Chancers scholler ; and was by him termed, A Trear 
tise of the connetsation of men and women in the 
little Island of Albion : which gate him snch hatred 
among the gentlewomen of the Conrt, that he was 
inforced to recant in that booke of his, called 
Plnnetm jwopriW." i— Speght 1602, FoL 310, back, 
coL 1| at foot. 

^ The Complaini that follows here, from the Durham MS. 



The Fairfax MS has the stanzas of the Letter of 
Cupid in the following wrong order : 1-6, 17-26, 7-9, 
30-36, 47-9, 10-16, 37-9, 60-9, 40-6, 27-9, 60,. 61-2, 
63-4, 65-8. In the text above, the stanzas are set in 
the right order of Hoocleve's autograph Ashbomham 
MS, which was got only at the last moment, years after 
the Fairfax MS had been printed, and collated with a 
lot of other poor MSS, and when I had no hope of 
getting access to the Ashbnmham MS. 

Speght has the order of stanzas right to no. 60, but 
then puts 63, 64 before 61, 62. Nos. 65-8 he has 
right 

A partial collation of the Ashbumham MS, as well 
as of Shirley's MS at Trinity ColL Cambridge, is given 
in the Kotes below, with extracts from Christine de 
Pisan's UEpielre de Cupide^ from which Hoccleve 
adapted his poem. Mr. €k>llancz will print the Ash- 
bumham MS as Part II of Hocdeve's Minor Poems for 
tiie Early English Text Society. 
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11. HOCCLEVE'S COMPLAINT, kc 

DURHAM MS. 
Collated in part with MS. Arch. SM. Sitpra 53 (Bodleian Library). 



92 XIX. THS LKTTER OF CUPID TO LOYEBS, HIS BUBJECTS. 

The title of the poem in Stowe's edition of 1561, 
Fol. cccxxvi, back, and in Speght's edition of 1602, is : 

''The Letter of Capide. This letter was made by 
Thomas Occleue of the office of the priuy Seale, 
Chancers scholler ; and was by him termed, A Trea- 
tise of the conuersation of men and women in the 
little Island of Albion : which gate him sach hatred 
among the gentlewomen of the Court, that he was 
inforced to recant in that booke of his, called 
Flandua jwoprit«." i— Speght 1602, FoL 310, back, 
coL 1| at foot. 

^ The C<mplaint that follows here, from the Durham MS. 



The Fairfax MS has the stanzas of the Letter of 
Cupid in the following wrong order : 1-6, 17-26, 7-9, 
30-36, 47-9, 10-16, 37-9, 60-9, 40-6, 27-9, 60,. 61-2, 
63-4, 65-8. In the text above, the stanzas are set in 
the right order of Hoocleve's autograph Ashbumham 
MS, which was got only at the last moment, years after 
the Fairfax MS had been printed, and collated with a 
lot of other poor M8S, and when I had no hope of 
getting access to the Ashbumham MS. 

Speght has the order of stanzas right to no. 60, but 
then puts 63, 64 before 61, 62. Nos. 65-8 he has 
right 

A partial collation of the Ashbumham MS, as well 
as of Shirley's MS at Trinity ColL Cambridge, is given 
in the Kotes below, with extracts from Christine de 
Pisan's UEpistre de Cupide, from which Hoccleve 
adapted his poem. Mr. €k>llancz will print the Ash- 
bumham MS as Part II of Hoccleve's Minor Poeins for 
Hie Early English Text Society. 
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11. HOCCLEVE'S COMPLAINT, kc 

DURHAM MS. 
Collated in part with MS. Arch, 8dd, Supra 53 (Bodleian Library). 
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Durham MS. III. 9, 

After the two fly-leaves, the first 10 paper leaves of the poem — 
all the Complamt, and the beginning of the Dialog — are in the 
handwriting of John Stowe, the Chronicler. 

Collation of vellum sheets : a and b in eights missing ; c, d, e, /, 
g, /i, t, kj I, fw, in eights ; n 1 — 3. 
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XX. 



[Durham Boeeleve : III. 9.] 

Eliomas Socclibe['g Complaint.^] 



Vmtt] 



[The Prolog,] 

(1) 
A fter that hcrvcst Inned had his shoves,' 

and that the broone ' season^ of myhelmesse 

was come, and gan the trees robbe of ther* leves 

That grene had bene^ / and in lusty fresshnesse, 

and them^ in-to colowre / of yelownesse 

hadd dyen® / and doune throwne vndar* foote, 

that chaungo sank^^ / iDto my no herte roote. 

(2) 
for freshely browght it^^ /to my remembraunce, 

that stablones in this worlde is there none ; 

there is no thinge / bat chaungo and variaunco ; 

how welthye^* a man be / or well be-gone,*^ 

endure it shall not / he shall it for-gon.^^ 

doathe^' vnder fote / shall hym thrist adownc : 

that is every wites** / conclusyon. 

(3) 
whiche for to wcyue / is in no mannes*^ myght, 

how riche he be / stronge, lusty, freshe, and gay. 

and in the ende / of novembar, vpon a nyght, 



[The various readings are from the Selden MS, unless markt 
Dm. for the Dnrham filS, or St. for Stowe's part of the Durham 
MS.] * Pencil : later. ' W. Browne [in margin]. 

• broun, Selden ; brome, Stowe. * sesoan * her • ben 
' hem • died • throwen vndir *• alterd from * sange * in Dm. 

" broujte it* fbrowght Dm] " welthi ** wel be-goon 
*• for-goon ^ Deeth " wijtes *' mannes (mans, St.) 



1 AfUrMichMhnif, 



12 



14 



15 



UMfUlofttM 



8 remindtd me 



that man** wodth 
quit* hhn, 

an<lbedi«a. 



Lat« In Norembtr 
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XX. HOOCLEVE'S OOMPLAINT. I LOST MY WITS. 



llay cmke 
Uiiiiking. 



Since mj last 
lUnaea, 



I didii't want to 
Uve; 



I (^evd so 



titat I was font 



to speak oat. 



ClMfS^bftck] 



God made me 
mad. 



syghenge sore / as I in my bed lay, 

for this and othar thowghts^ / whiche many a day 19 

before' I toke / sleape cam none in myne eye, 

80 vexyd me / the thowghtfall malady e. 21 

(4) 
I see well, sythen' I with sycknes last 22 

was scourged / clowdy hath bene the favoure 

that shone [on]^ me / fall bright in tymes past ; 

the Sonne abatid / and the derke showre 

hildyd downe right on me / and in langour 26 

he* made [me] swyme / so that my wite® 

to lyve / no lust hadd, ne [no]^ delyte. 28 

(5) 
The grefe abowte / my^ harte so* [sore] swal 29 

and bolned evar / to and to so sore, 

that nedes / oute I mnst[e] there-with-all ; 

I thowght 1 nolde it kepe^® cloos no more, 

ne lett it in me / for to olde^^ and hore ; 33 

and for to preve" / I cam of a woman, 

I brast oute on the morowe / and thus began. 35 

here endythe my prologe . and folowythe my 
complaynt. 

[The Complaint.] 

(6) 
A U myghty god / as lykethe his goodnes, 36 

visytethe folks ^^ alday / as men may se, 

with lose of good / and bodily sikenese, 

and amonge othar / he forgat not me ; 

witnes vppon the wyld infirmytie 40 

which that I had / as many a man well knewe, 

and whiche me owt of ray selfe^^ / cast and threw. 42 

^ oj>ir >ou5ti8 ' Byforne * I sy wel sithiii * shoon on 
* Me * spirite (/or wite) ' ne no [no added above the line] 
^ m3rn * so sore [sore added above the line] ^^ nolde / kepe it* 

11 oelde " preue : pryve St " vesite> folke " silfe 



HOCOLSVE's complaint. I GOT fTKLL, BUT OLD FRIENDS CUT MB. 97 



(7) 
It was 80 knowen to the people / and kouthe, 43 

that oownsell was it none / ne none be myght[e] ; 

how it with me stode / was in every mans^ mowtho, 

and that full sore / my fryndes^ affright[e] ; 

they for myne helthe / pilgrimages hight[e], 47 

and sowght them' / some on hors and some on foote, — 

god yelde it them^ / — to get[en] me [my] bote.* 49 

(8) 
but althowghe the substaunce / of my memory 50 

went[e] to pley / as for a certayne space, 

yet the lorde of vertew / the kynge of glory, 

of his highe myght / and^ [his] benynge grace, 

made it to retume / in-to the place 54 

when[ne]s it cam / whiche^ at all hallwe messe, 

was five yeere / neyther more ne lesse. 56 

(9) 
And evere^ sythen / — ^thanked be god owr lord, 67 

of his good* reconsiliacion, — 

my W3rt and I / have bene of suche accorde 

as we were / or the alteracion 

of it was / but by my savacion, 61 

[Sith] that* t)rme have I be / sore sett on fire, 

and lyved in great torment / and martire ; 63 

(10) 
for thowgh that my wit / were home^^ come agayne, 
men wolde it not ^^ so vnderstond or take ; 65 

with me to deale / hadden they dysdayne ; 
a ryotows person I was / and forsake ; 
myn olde ffrindshipe / was all ovarshake ; 68 

no wyte** withe me lyst make daliance ; 
the worlde me made a straunge continance, 70 

^ mannes : mans St ' frendis : fiynds St * hem 

* me my boote ^ and hia * was St om. was ^ every St 

' good and gracious St ' Sith >at ^ hoom 

1^ not : no St " wijt 

HOCCLBVB, M.P. — XL H 



Everj oiM kuew 
It. 



My (H«nda w«nt 

pUgrlnugMfor 

me. 



I lovtmy 
memory^ 



but It OUM \Mtk 
on Not. l» 
hjmnttgo. 



and bM renulnd. 



Bat my old 
frlcndi have cot 

DM. 
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HOCCLEVES COMPLAINT. FOLK SAID I SHOULD GO MAD AGAIN. 



[leafi] 

In Wettmliuiter 
Hall and London 



thoy turnd their 
lieadi flrom me. 



1 was forgotten. 



Folk Miid I shonld 
go mad again. 



Yet I liavn't gone 
to. 



(11) 

whiche* that myne hert« / sore gan* torment [e] ; 71 

for ofte whan I / in westniynster hall[e], 

and eke in london / amonge the prese^ went[e], 

I se^ the chere / abaten and apalle 

of theni^ that weren wonte me for to calle 75 

to companye / her heed they caste a-wry[e], 

wlien I them mette / as they not me sye. 77 

(12) 
As seide is in the sautcr / might I say, 78 

they that me sye / fledden a-wey fi-o me ; 
forgeten I was / all owte of mynde a-way, 
as he that dede was / from hertes cherte ; 
to a loste vessell / lickened myght I be ; 82 

for many a wyght / abowte me dwellynge, 
lieixl I me blame / and putte in dispreisinge. 84 

(13) 

Thus spake many one® / and seyde by me : 85 

* all-thowghe from hym / his siknesse savage 
with-drawne and passyd / as for a tyme be, 
Resorte it wole / namely in suche age 

as he is of ' / and thanne my visage 89 

b3'gan to glowe / for the woo and fere ; 

Tho wordis, them vnwar / cam to myn ere. 91 

(U) 

* whane passinge hete is,' quod they, * trusty th this, 92 
assaile hym wole^ agayne that maladie ;' 

and yet parde / they token them amise ; 

none^ effect at all / toke there® prophecic ; 

manie someres ben past / sithen remcdye 96 

^®of that, god of his grace me purveide : 

^® thanked be god / it shope noiight^^ as they seide. 98 

* with * gan to St. ' prees * sy * hem " ooiie 

' him wole : wole hym St • Noon • her 

10—10 tliese lines as iu Seld. : transposed by St. ^ shoop not* 



XX. hooclsvb's complaint, thet said mt brain was toucht. 99 

(15) 

what fall[e] shall / what men so^ deme or gesse, 99 

to hym that wott ' [well] every mans ' secre^ 

reservyd is / it is a lew[e]dne8se, 

men wyser them pretende / then they be ; Mtn sbooidn't 

and no wight knoweth / be it he or she, 103 wiut'Ub«pp«u 

whom, how ne whan / god wole hym visete ; 

It happethe ofte ^ / whan men wene it lite. 105 

(16) 

Some tyme I wend / as lite as any man, 106 Pinf 4,i»ck] 

for to have fall / in-to that wildenesse 

but god, whan [that] hym list / may, wole and can, ood Mods tiek- 

helthe with-drawe / and send a wyght sycknesse ; 

Thowghe man be well this day / no sykemesse 110 

to hym bihight is / that it shall endure ; 

god hurte now can / and no we hele and cure. 112 •• He ukm, 

(17) 

he suffrith longe / [but] at^ the laste he smit; 113 

whane that a man is / in prosperitc, 

To drede a fall comynge / it is a wit ; 

who so tliat takethe hede / ofte may se 

This worldis change / and mutabilite 117 

In sondry wyse / howe nedeth not exprcsse : 

To my mater / streit wole I me dresse. 119 

(18) 

Men seyden, I loked / as a wilde steer, 120 Mm nid i lookt 

and so my loke abowt I gan to throwe ; 

myne heed to hie / a-nother seide I beer, 

ful bukkyshe is his brayne / well may I trowe ; uwt my bnin 

and seyde the thirde7 and apt is in the rowe 124 

to site of them / that a resounles reed 

Can geve ^ / no sadnesse is in his heed. 1 26 

^ f whatso meo ' woot ' hertis ^ often 
' but at * thriddo ' Can he 3eae 

U 2 
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and my fiwt iind 
tjres never etill. 



So I Uiottf(lit 



I'U better go 
away; 



Dears] 



but I wa* very 
•ad. 



Men'atalkoTme 
nuide me go cold 
aiid Iiot. 



(19) 
ChauDgid had I my ^ pas / some seiden eke, 
for here and there / forthe stirte I as a Boo, 
none abode ^ / none arrest, but all brain-seke. 
A-nother spake / and of me seide also, 
my feete weren aye / wavynge to and fro 
whane tliat I stonde shulde / and withe men talke, 
and that myne eyne ^ / sowghten every halke. 

(20) 
I leide an ere aye to / as I by ^ wente, 
and herde all / and thus in myne herte I ca-^t : 
of longe abydynge here / I may repent[e] ; * 
leste, of hastinesse / I at the last[e] 
auswere a-myse / best is hens hye fast[e] ; 
for yf I in this preace / a-mysse me gye, 
to harme will * it me turne / and to folly[e]. 

(21) 
And this I demyd well / and knew well eke, 
what-so-evar I shuld answere or sey, 
they wold[en] ^ not have ^ holde it worthe a leke ; 
for why / as I hadd lost my tonges key, 
Kepte I me cloos / and trussyd me my wey, 
drowpynge and hevye / and all woo bystad ; 
small cawse had I / me thowght[e], to be glade. 

(22) 



127 



131 



133 



134 



138 



140 



141 



145 



147 



148 



My sprites / laboryd [euere] bysyly • 

to peinte countinaunce ^® / chere and loke, 

for that men spake of me / so wonderingly, 

and for the very shame / and fere I qwoke ; ^^ 

thowghe myne herte had be / dypped in y* broke, 152 

It wete and moyste I-now was of my swot, 

whiche was nowe frostye colde / now firy hoot. 154 



me 



* Noon abood * yen * by : be St 



* may me repent • wole ' wolden • han 
• labouriden / cucre ful bisily *• counteuaunoe ** wook 
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] 55 At bonie I lookl 
ill Uie glAM* 



159 



IGl 



162 



Mid thoaglit I 
VM all riglit. 



(23) 
And in my chamber at home when I ^ was 
mj selfe alone * / I in Uiis wjse wrowght : 
I streite ynto my myrrowr / and my glas, 
to loke how that me / of my chere thowght[e], 
yf any [other] were • it / than it owght[e] ; 
for fayne wolde I / yf it had not ^ be right, 
amendyd it / to my kiinynge and myght 

(24) 
Many a sawte made I to this myrrowre, 
thinkynge, '' yf that I loke in this manere 
amonge folke / as I now do,^ none errowr 
of suspecte loke / may in my face appere, 
this countinance, I am svre,* and this chere, 
If I forthe Tse / is no things reprevable 
to them that have / conseytes resonable.^ 

(25) 
And there-with-all / I thowght[e] thus anon : 
"men in theyr'^ owns case / bene blynd alday, 
as I haue hard say / many a day agon, 
and in that [same] plyght ' / I stonde may ; 
how shall I doo / which is the be8t[e] way, 
my trowbled spirit / for to brings at • rest[e] t 
yf I wist howe / fayne wolde I do the be«t[e]." 

(26) 
Sythen I recoveryd was / have I full ofto 
Cawse had of angre / and ympacience, 
where I borne have it ^^ / esely and sofbe, 
sufferynge wronge be done to me, and offence, 
and nowght *^ answeryd ageyn / but kept syleuce, 180 ii^beidmy 
lest that men of me / deme would, and sejTie, tang»€. 

'se how this man / is fallen in agayne/ 182 



166 



168 



169 



lmt|Mrh«|w 
rooldn't Mt mj 



173 



175 



176 nMrft.bMrii] 



rr0 •nllerd 



* nowe do 



• aloone • othir were j 

* son ^ her ' same plite 
" not 



* not had bene 

• in " it 
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Coming from 
WMtmlnator, 



I thought I 
a fool to •how 
injrtdf; 



and yet in kept 
in, I thotild bt 
hdd worse. 



(27) 
As that I ones ^ / f ro westmynstor cam, 183 

vexid full grevously / withe thowghtf uU hete, 
thus thowght I / '' a great fole I am, 
this pavyment / a dayes thus to bete, 
and in and out / labour[e] fast and swete, 187 

wonderinge / and hevynes to purchace, 
sythen I stand ^ out / of all favour and grace." 189 

(28) 

And then thowght I / on that othar syde : 190 

" If that I not be sene / amonge the prees, 
men deme wele * / that I myne heade hyde, 
and am weise than I am / it is no lee»." 

loide, so my spirite / was re8t[e]le8, 194 

1 sowght[e] reste / and I not it found, 

but aye was trouble / rody at myn bond. 196 

(29) 
I can't etop folks* I may Hot Ictt a man / to ymagine 197 

fkncles} 

ferre above the mone / yf that hym lyst ; 

there-by the sowthe / he may not determyn[e], 

but by the pref e / bene thing[e]8 kno>vne * & wiste ; 

many a dome / is wrappyd in the myst ; 201 

man by his dedes / and not by his lokes, 

shall knowne be / as it is writen in bokes. 203 

(30) 
by taste of frewte / men may well wete and knowe 204 
what tliat it is / othar prefe is there none ; 
every man wott well that / as that I trowe, 
right so they / that demen my witt is gone, 
as yet ^ this day / there demy the many a one * 208 
I am not well / may, as I by them goo, 
taste and assay / yf it be so or noo. 210 



and some deem 
me mad atiU. 



^ oones 



s stone ' wole * knowen ' lit 
* many oon 
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211 



[i««r6j 

A inan'ii vlu 
oughtn't to Iw 
JudKtl by liU 
looks. 



215 



217 



218 



(31) 

Vpon a looke / is harde, men them to grownde 
what a man is / there-by the sothe is hid ; 
whither his wittes / seke bene or soonde, 
by cowntynaunce / it is not wist ne kyd ; 
thowghe ^ a man harde / have ones bene bityde, 
God shilde it shuld / on hym contynue alway ; 
by comunynge / is the best assay. 

(32) 

I mene to comon ^ of thing[e]8 mene, 
for I am but right lewde / dowt[e]les, 
and ygnoraunte / my cunnynge is full lene, 
-^et homly reason / know I nevartheles ; 
u^t hope I founden be / so resonles 
as men demen / marie, christ forbede ! 
I can no more / preve may the dede. 

(33) 

If a man ones / fall in dronkeuessc, 

shall he contynewe / there-in evar mo 1 

nay, thowghe a man doo / in drinkyngc exce^isc 

so ferforthe / that not spoake he ne can, ne goo, 

and his wittes / welny ben refte hym froo, 229 

and buryed in the Cuppe / he aftarward 

Comythe to hym selfe agayne / ellis were it hard ; 231 beconwBtoiw; 



222 I'm n«*^ *(> wiUoM 
M Iblk think. 



224 



225 



A man who gets 
drunk 0UC9 



(34) 

Right so / thowghe my * witt / were a pilgrime, 
and went[e] fer fro home / he cam agayne ; 
€rod me voydyd * / of this * grevous venyme 
that had enfectyd / and wildyd my brayne. 
se how the curtese lechd moste sovereyne, 
vnto the sycke / gevy the ^ medii»yne 
in nede / and hym relevythe of his pcyne." 



232 andtho'Iwmit 
out of my mind. 



Oodcuridme. 



236 



238 



Tbou) ' commone 
* tlie • Jeueth 



' )>at ray * douoided 
' greuous piue 
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(35) 

Now let this passe / god wott, many a man 239 

semythe full wyse / by cowntenaunce and chere, 
whiche, and he tastyd were what he can, 
men myghten licken hym / to a fooles pere ; 

Some men look and some man lokethe / in foltyshe maner[e] 243 

as to the outward dome / and Judgement, 

and yet prove that at the prese / descrete is and prudent 245 

(36) 

[leaf 6» back] but algates, howe 80 be / my countynaunce, 246 

still, iho' I look debate is now none / bytwyxt me and my wit, 

all-thowghe there were / a dysseveraunce 

as for a tyme / betwyxt me and it ; 

the greatar haime is myne, that nevor yet ^ 250 

a wise roan nerer was I wcll lettered / prudent and discrete, 

8t4NMl on my feet; 

there nevar stode yet / wyse man on my fete. 252 

(37) 

Tlie sothe is this / suche conceit as I had, 253 

and omaii wit a* and Tudarstondynge / all were it but small, 
byfore that my wytt[e]s / wearen vnsad, 
(thanked be owr lorde Ihesa christ of all !) 
it'eieuuuw. suchc havo I HOW / but blowe is ny ovar all 257 

the reverse / where-thorwghe is the raornynge 
whiche cawsethe me / thus syghe ^ in complaynynge. 

(38) 

sythen my good fortune / bathe changed his ^ chci-c, 
u'l hiffh time for hye time is me / to crepe in-to my gravo, 261 

to lyve Ioy[e]les / what do I here? 
I in myne herte / can no glailncs have ; 
I may but small sey / but yf men deme I rare, 264 
sythen othar thinge the[n] * woo / may I none gry[>e, 
vnto my sepulture / ame I nowe riixj. 266 

* }it * syje ' hir * >an 



me to die; 
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(39) 

^fy well, adwe / farwell, my good fortune I 267 "»/ good imp 

out of yowr tables / me playned have ye ; 

sythen well ny eny wyght / for to comune 

with me lothe is / farwell prosperitie ! bu iom. 

I am no lengar / of your lyverye ; 271 

ye have me put / out of yowr remembraimce ; ^ 

adewe, my good adventure / and good chaunce ! 273 

(40) 

And as swithe after / thus by^thowght I mc : 274 

yf that I in this wyse / me despeyre, Bat •tm. 

It is purchase / of more advarsytye ; 

what nedethe it / my feble wit ap|)eire ; 

sythe god hathe made / myne helthe home repayre 278 i »» waUacain, 

blessed be he / and what men deme or* speke, ^••"'< o«*j 

su&e it, thinke I / and mo not on me wreke. 280 

(41) 

but some dele had I / reioysynge amonge, 281 i\m(7] 

and gladnese ' also / in my spirite, 

that thowghe the people / toke them mis & wronge, »nd tw Mk 

doo't Uiiak nw M, 

me demynge / of my syck[e]nesse not quite, 

yet for they / compleyned / the bevy plite 285 tt»«y feel Csrme. 

that they had sene me in / with tendemesse 

of hertes cherte / my grefe was the lesse. 287 

(42) 

In them put I no defawlte but one ; 288 

that I was hole / they not ne deme kowlde, Th«y cwi't Mkre 

and day by day / they se me by them gon 

In heate and colde / and neythar still nor lowde 

knew they me do suspecUy / a dirko clowde 292 

theyr* syght obscuryd / wit^-in* and with-out[e], 

and for all that / were they * in suche a dowt[e]. 294 

^ retenasince ' and ' a gladnease ^ Hir 
• withynne • ay 
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thn* my fellow- 
clerkt of Die 
Privy-Sttd have 



told tbem I am. 



The oUter day 
a book ofooiiaol- 
aliou by 



Eeason* 



oonrorted me. 



[leaf?, back] 

Thomas® 

A mournfiil nun 
Gomidaiiid of 



(43) 

Axid have^ they / full ofte sythe, and freined 295 

of my fellaw[e]8 / of the prive scale, 

and preyed them to tell them / wM ^ hert vnfeynyd, 

how it stode wyth me / whither yll ^ or well 

and they the sothe / told them every dell, 299 

but they helden / ther word[e]8 not but les ; 

they myghten as well / have holden ther pes, 301 

(44) 
This troubly lyfe / hathe all to longe enduryd, 302 
not have I wyst / how in my skynne to tume ; 
but now my selfe / to my selfe have ensured, 
for no sucho wondrynge / aftar this to mome ; 
as longe as my lyfe / shall in me soiome, 306 

of suche ymaginynge / I not ne reche ; 
lat them drem ^ as them ^ lyst / and speke & dreche. 

(45) 

This othar day / a lamentacion 309 

of a wofuU man / in a boke I sye, 

to whome word[e]s / of consolation 

Eeason gave ^ / spekynge effectually ; 

and well easyd / myn herte was ther-by ; 313 

for when I had a while / in the boke red, 

with the speche of Reason / was I well fed. 315 

(46) 

The bevy man / wofull and angwyssliiow.s, 316 

compleyned in this wyse / and thus seyd he : 

* my lyfe is vnto me / full enconberows ; 

for whithar / or vn-to what place I flye, 

my wyckednesses / evar foUowe ® me, 320 

as men may se / the shadow a body swe, 

and in no maner / I may them eschwe. 322 

* Azide han ^ wi> • yiul * deem • hum 
* added later in margin ^ ^af ^ foloweu 
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(47) 

* vexation of spirito / and torment 323 Tcxation, 
lake I right none / I have of them plente ; 

wondarly byttar / is my taa[8]t^ and sent ; 

wo be the * tyme / of my natyiry te, 

Tnhappy man / that evar shuld it ' be 1 327 

deathe, thy strooke / a salve is of swetnes 

to them that lyven / in suche wrechednes. 329 

(48) 
' Gretar plesaunce / were it me to dye, 330 and wisbt for 

deiiUi. 

by many folde / than for to ly ve soo ; 

sorows so many / in me multiplye, 

that my lyfe is / to me a wery ^ foo ; 

comfortyd / may I not be of my woo ; 334 

of my distrese / se none end I can, 

no force how sone / I stinte to be a man/ 336 

(49) 

Than spake Keason / ' what menythe all this fare? 337 Keason' 
thowghe welthe be not f rindly to the yet, " * **""^' 

out of thyn herte / voyde wo and care ! * 

* by what sky 11 / how / and by what rede and wit,* Thomas^ 
seyd[e] this wofuU man / ' myght I done it ? ' 341 

* wrastle,' qwode Reason / * a-gayne hevynesses Keason^ 
of the worlde / troubles, suffring and duresses. 343 

(50) 
' beholde how many a man / suffrethe desseasfel 344 to look at oUmt 

, , „ . iWkt* g«at«- ill* 

as great as thow / and all a way greatar ; 

and thowghe it them pinch e / sharply and sese, 

yet paciently / they it suffar and here : 

thynke here-on / and the lesse it shall the dere : 348 

suche sufferaunce is / of mans gylt clensynge, 

and them inablethe / to loye evarlastinge. 350 

* laost " be be • I * Terre 

' later, in the margin. 
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[leaf 8] 

Trouble is com- 
muD to all. 



atid should be 
borne 



as a punishmeut 
for sin. 



I took Reason's 
teaching to heart. 



(51) 

' WOO, hevynes / and tribulation, ^1 

comon are ^ to men * all / & profitable. 

thowghe grevows be / n)aun[e]8 temptacion, 

It slejthe man not / to them that ben sufiferoble, 

and to whom god[de]s stroke / is acceptable, 355 

purveyed loye is / for god woundythe tho 

that he ordeyned hathe / to blysse to goo / 357 

(&2) 

* Gold purgyd is / thou seyst, in the fumeis, 358 
for the fyner and clenner / it shall be ; 

of thy disease / the weyght and the peis 

here lyghtly / for god, to prove the, 

scorgyd the hathe / with sharpe adversitie; 362 

not gruche and sey / " why susteyn I this 1 " 

for yf thow do / thow the takcst amis ; 36+ 

(53) 

* but thus thow shuldest / thinke in thyn herte, 365 
and sey, " to the, lorde god / I have a-gylte 

so sore : I moot / for myn offensis smerte 

as I am worthy / lorde, I am spilt, 

but thow to me / thy^ mercy grannt[e] wilt. 369 

I am full swre / thow maist it not denye ; 

lord, I me repent / and I tho mercjr crye." ' 37 1 

(54) 

longer I thowght[e] / red haue in this boke, 372 

but so it shope / that I ne myght[e] nowght ; * 

he that it owght / agayne it to * hym toke, 

me of his haste vnware / yet have I cawght 

sume of the doctryne / by reason tawght 376 

to the man / as a-bove have I sayde, 

where-of * I hold[e] me / full well apayde. 378 



^ aren ' me 



» )>i ; the St. 
• Wcljvrof. 



naujt * to to, Dm. 
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(55) 
for evar sythen / set haue I the lesse 379 »nd imve •ince 

; , put up with foiki* 

by the peoples / ymagination, uik or my uiimm. 

talkynge this and that / of my sycknesse, 

whiche came of god[de]s visytacion ; 

myght I hare be found / in probation, 383 

not gnitchynge / but have take it in 8offraunce, 

holsome and wyse / had be my governaunce. 385 

(56) 

fhrwell my sorow / I caste it to the cok. 386 [iMrs, b^kj 

with pacience / I hens-forthe thinke vnpike "» nnp*<* *»•• 

1 1 # 11 I* It lock of mjr woes, 

of suche thowghtfull dissease and woo / the lok, 

and let them out / that have me made to sike ; ^ ttt^n out, 

here-afbar owr lords god / may, yf hym lyke, 390 

make all myne olde affection resorte ; 

and in hope of that / woll I me comforte. 392 

(57) 

Thrwghe ^ gods iust dome / and his iudgement, 393 

and for my best[e] / now I take and deme, and take my 

gave ' that good lorde / me my punishement : the bc«t. 

in welthe I toke of hym / none hede or yeme, 

hym for to please / and hym honoure and quomc, 397 

and he me gave a bone / on for to knaw[e], ood «»▼« m« a 

mc to corxecte / and of hym to have awe. 399 '^'••"- 

(58) 

he gave me wit / and he toke it away 400 

when that he se ^ / that I it mys dyspent[e], 

and gave agayne / when it was to his pay, 

he grauntyd me / my giltes to repent[e], 

and hens-forwarde / to set myne ententfel, 404 iii now uy to 

ptMMGodftnd 

vnto his deitie / to do plesaunce, to amend, 

and to amend / my synfoll govemannco. 406 

' Thoru) * jaf ' sy 



no 
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(59) 
I thank Him lawde and honore / and thanke vnto the be, 

lorde god / that salve art / to all hevynes ! 

thanke of my welthe / and myne adveisyte, 

thanke of myne elde / and of my 8ek[e]ne8e ; 

and thanke be / to thyne Infinite gooduese 
and appMi to His foF thy gyftes and benefices all[e], 

and vnto thy mercye and grace I call[e]. 



407 



mercy. 



411 



413 



Friend, 



[leaf 9] 

A friend knocks 
at my door. 



I ask him in. 



and read mj 
'Complaint' to 
him. 



XXI. 

[Thomas Hoccleve (in Stowe's hand).] 
[©ialOflUg cum amiCO.] (later, in pendl) 

(1) 
A nd, endyd my ' compkynt ' / in this manere, 1 

one knocked / at my chambre dore sore, 

and cryed a-lowde / * howe, hoccleve ! arte thow 

here? « 

open thy dore / me thinkethe [it] full yore 

sythen I the se / what, man, for god[de]s ore 5 

come out / for this quartar I not the sy, 

by owght I wot ' / and out to hym cam L 7 

(2) 
This man was my good frynde / of fam a-gon, 8 

that I speke of / and thus ^ he to me seyde : 

* Thomas / as thow me lovest, tell a-non ^ 

what dydist thow / when I knocked and leydc 

so fast upon thy dore ' / And I obeyde 12 

vnto his will / ** come in," quod I, " and se." 

and so he dyd / he streyght went in with me. 14 

(3) 
To my good frind / not thowght I to make it queinte,* 

ne my labowre / from hym to hyde or leyne ; 16 

and right anon / I redd hym my * complaynt ' ; 

and that done / thus he seyde, ' sen we twayno 

bene here / and no mo folke / for gO(l[de]s peyue, 19 

' )»us. ' anoon ' quette 



HOCCLEVE's dialog. I INSIST ON PUBLISHING MT ' OOMPLAINT.' Ill 



M/ MmmI adviaM 
in« not to make 
26 my'CoinpUbit' 
pablic, 

28 



m fi4k hare for* 
gotUn tnj luiiary. 



Thomas, soffar me speke / and be not wrothe, 

for the to offend[e] / were me full lothe. 21 

(4) 
' That I shall saje / shall be of good entent[e] : 22 

hast thow made this complaynte / forthe to goo 

amoDge the people * / " ye, friend ; " so I ment[e] ; 

what ells ^ / * Nay, Thomas, ware, do not soo ! 

yf thou be wyse / of that mattar hoo, 

reherse thow it not / ne it a*wake ; 

kepe all that cloos / for thyn honours sake. 

(5) 
* how it stode with the / leyde is all a-slepe ; 29 

men haue forget it / it is owt of mynd ; 

tliat thou towche there-of / I not ne kepe ; 

let be ; that rede I / for I can not finde 

man to speake of it / in as good a kynde 33 
as thow hast stonde / amonge men or this Jay, 

stondyst thow nowe ' / " A, nay," quod I, " nay, nay ! i ntum, 

(6) 
•* Thowghe I be lewde / I not so fere-forthe dote ; 

1 wott what men haue seyde / aud seyne of me ; 
ther word[e]s have I not / as yet forgote ; 
but greate marvayle have I / of yow, that ye 
no bet of my ' compleynte ' / avysed be, 40 
sythen, mafey / I not redd it vnto yow 
so longe a-gone / for it was but right now. 42 

(7) 
" If ye toke hede / it makethe mention 
that men of me speke / in myne audience 
full hevely / of your entencion 
I thanke you / for of benevolence, 
wott I full well / procedith yowr sentence ; 47 

but certis, good frinde / that thinge that I here, 
can I witnesse / and vnto it refere. 49 

^ ellis 



36 n«»f«,Urk] 



43 M nMn talk of my 
iUiMM In my 
bMrinc 



112 HOCCL. DIALOG. I BUFFEB BT OOD's WILL^ NOT MT OWN ILL-DEKDS. 



aiid I'm not 
»«liNin«d of Ood't 
punialiiDMit. 



I also w«nt men 
U> know that 
Jasiu hju cured 
roe. 



(8) 
** And where as that ye / me coonseile and rede, 50 
that for myne honore / showlde I by no weye 
any thinge mynge / or towche of my wildhede, 
I vnto that / annswcre thus and saye : 
of god[de]8 stroke / how so it peyse or waye, 54 

owght no man to thinke / reprefe or shame ; 
his chastisynge / hurtithe no mans name. 56 

(9) 
** An othar thinge / ther mevithe ^ me also ; 57 

sythen my syck[e]nesse / sprad was so wyde 
that men knew well / how it stode with me tho» 
so would I now / vpon that othar syde 
wist were / how our lord Ihesu, which is gyde 61 

to all relefe / and may all hertes cure, 
relevyd hathe me / syufull creature. 63 

(10) 

" had I be for an homysede yknowe, 64 

I'm not a ttikf or or an extorcioner / or a robbowr, 

a ooin-cUpper, or 

or for a coin ^ clypper / as wyde y-blowe 

as was my syckenese / or a werriowr 

a-gayne the faythe / or a falce mayntaynowr 68 

of cawsys / thowghe I had a-mendyd me, 

them to have mynged / [would] have been nicete ; 70 

(11) 

[leaf 10] « And why / for tho proceden of frailtie 71 

of man hym selfe / he brewythe all[e] tho ; 
for sythen god to man / gyven ' hathe libertie, 
a wiiftii evfl-do«r, which chese may / for to do well or no, 

yf he myse-chese / he is his owne foo ; 75 

and to reherse his gilt / whiche hym accusethe, 
honor saythe nay / there he scilence excusithe. 77 



* mene> 



' coin S. comon Dm. 
• joue 



zxi. hooclste's dialog, he complains of ught coin. 



113 



(12) 

" but ibis is / all a-nothar case sothelye : 78 

this was the stroke of god / he gave me this ; 

and sythe he hathe / withe-drawe it curteisly, 

am I not holden [tell] it owt / yes ; 

but yf god had this thanke / it wer amyse.^ 82 

In feythe, frinde / [I thenke] make an open ' sliryfte, 

and hyd[e] not / what I had of his gyfte. 84 



(13) 

" If that a leche / curyd had me so, — 

as they lacken all / that science and myght, — 

a name he shulde / have had for evar mo, 

what cure he had done / to so seke a wight 

and yet my purs / he wolde have made f idi lyght ; 

but curteys Ihem / of his grace pacient, 

axith not / but of gilte amendement. 

(14) 

" The benefice of god / not hyd be 8huld[e] : 

sythen of myne hele / he gave me triacle, 

It to confese / and thanke hym, am * I hold[e], 

for he in me hathe shewyd his myracle ; 

his vysytacion is a spectacle 

in whiche that I / beholde may and se, 

bet then I dyd / how great a lorde is he. 

(15) 

" buty frindy amonge the vises that right now 
lehersed I, one of them, dare I saye, 
hathe hurt me sore / and I wot well ynow 
80 hathe it mo / which is feble * moneye : 
many a man this day / but they gold wey[e], 
of men / not wole it take ne receyve, 
and yf it lake his peis / they woll ^ it weive. 



89 



91 



103 



105 



^ MS. anyse * make I thenke an open 
* feole St » wole 
HOOCLEVB, M.P.— II. 



* as Dm. 



bat only a ■uflsrer 
from the strok* uf 
God. 



85 Ifa doctor had 
curad ma. 



he'd haTabeen 
highly prated. 



92 SuralytlMnl 
•iMMUdn'tbide 
God't baneatB to 
ma. 



96 



98 



99 Among praeeot 
▼ioM ia that of 



Ught coin. 



112 HOCCL. DIALOG. I SUFFER BY OOd's WILL, NOT MT OWN ILL-DEEDS. 



mid I'm not 

aHliNTnedorGod't 

puiiishinent. 



I also want men 
Ui know tlmt 
Jmus liM cured 
me. 



(8) 
'* And where as that ye / me counseile and rede, 50 
that for myne honore / showlde I by no weye 
any thinge mynge / or towche of my wildhede, 
I vnto that / annswere thus and saye : 
of god[de]s stroke / how so it peyse or waye, 54 

owght no man to thinke / reprefe or shame ; 
his chastisynge / hurtithe no mans name. 56 

(9) 
" An othar thinge / ther mevithe ^ me also ; 57 

sythen my syck[e]ne8se / sprad was so wyde 
that men knew well / how it stode with me tho, 
so would I now / vpon that othar syde 
wist were / how our lord Ihe«u, which is gyde 61 

to all relefe / and may all hertes cure, 
relevyd hathe me / syufull creature. 63 

(10) 

'* had I be for an homysede yknowe, 64 

I'm not a thief or or an extorcioner / or a robbowr, 

a coin-dipper, or 

or for a coin ^ clypper / as wyde y-blowe 

as was my syckenese / or a werriowr 

a-gayne the faythe / or a falce mayntaynowr 68 

of cawsys / thowghe I had a-mendyd me, 

them to have mynged / [would] have been nicete ; 70 

(11) 

[leaf 10] " And why / for tho proceden of frailtie 71 

of man hym selfe / he brewythe all[e] tho ; 
for sythen god to man / gyven ' hathe libertie, 
a wiiftii eva-doer, which chese may / for to do well or no, 

yf he myse-chese / he is his owne foo ; 75 

and to reherse his gilt / whiche hym accusethe, 
honor saythe nay / there he scilence excusithe. 77 



meDe> 



' coin S. comon Dm. 
• joue 



XXI. hooclste's dialog, he complains of ught coin. 



113 



(12) 



u 



84 



85 



89 



91 



but ihb is / all a-nothor case sothelye : 78 

this was the stroke of god / he gave me this ; 
and sythe he hathe / withe-drawe it curteisly, 
am I not holden [tell] it owt / yes ; 
but yf god had this thanke / it wer amyse.^ 82 

In feythe, frinde / [I thenke] make an open * shryfte, 
and hyd[e] not / what I had of his gyfte. 

(13) 

" If that a leche / curyd had me so, — 

as they lacken all / that science and myght, — 

a name he shulde / have had for evar mo, 

what cure he had done / to so seke a wight 

and yet my puis / he wolde have made full lyght ; 

but cuiteys Jhem / of his grace pacient, 

axith not / but of gilte amendement. 

(14) 

" The benefice of god / not hyd be 8huld[e] : 

sythen of myne hele / he gave me triacle, 

It to confese / and thanke hym, am * I hold[e], 

for he in me hathe shewyd his myracle ; 

his vysytacion is a spectacle 

in whiche that I / beholde may and sc, 

bet then I dyd / how great a lorde is he. 

(15) 

'' but, frindy amonge the vises that right now 
rehersed I, one of them, dare I saye, 
hathe hurt me sore / and I wot well ynow 
80 hathe it mo / which is feble ^ moneye : 
many a man this day / but they gold wey[e], 
of men / not wole it take ne receyve, 
and yf it lake his peis / they woll ^ it weive. 



103 



105 



^ MS. anyse * nuke I thenke an open 
* feole St. » wole 
HOOCLEVB, M.P. — II. 



* as Dm. 



but only a ■uflsrer 
from Ibe stroke of 
God. 



IfadooUn-had 
cured nM, 

lie'd haTcbeen 
highly praUd. 



92 SurilytlMnl 
■lionldn't hUte 
tiud't btiMato to 



96 



98 



99 AOMMIf pNMOt 

▼ioMtoUutof 



Ught coin. 



114 hocclbve's dialog, he com plains of washt and cuft coix. 



[iMf 10, bMk] 



Folk elip coin. 



ftnd hart the 
poor. 



The poor are 
injured by oolna 



thindftcUpt. 



I have been. 



Sweateraofeoln 
should be hung. 



(16) 

" how may it holde his peise / when it is waishe 106 

so that it lackethe ^ / somewhat in thiknese 1 

the falce people / no thinge them ahashe 

to clyp it eke / in ' biede and in rowndoese, 

in that ^ it shulde be / alweye the lesse : 110 

the pore man / amonge all othar is 

full sore anoyed / and grevyd in this. 112 

(17) 

^' If it be golde and hole / that men hym profre 113 

for his labowre / or his chafFar lent, 

take it yf him lyst / and put it in his cofifre, 

for wasshinge or clyppynge / hold hym content 

or leve / he got none othar payment ; 117 

it semythe but small / othar is there ; 

trewthe is absent / but fiEtlshed is not fer. 119 

(18) 

" how shall the pore do / yf in his holde 1 20 

no more money / he ne have at all, 

par cas / but a noble / or halfpeny of golde, 

and it so thin is / and so narowe and smale, 

that men the eschaunge eschewen ovar all ? 124 

not will it goo / but moche * he there-one lese ; 

he mote do so / he may none other chese. 1 2G 

(19) 

'' I myselfe in this case / bene have, or this, 127 

wherefore I know it / a grete dell ^ the bett 

he that in falsynge of coyne / gilty is, 

hathe great wronge / that he nere ^ on a ' gebet ; 

It is pitie / that he there-from is let, 131 

sythen he there-to hathe / so great title and right : 

Eeigne lustice / and preve on them thy myght 1 133 

^ lacke ' it eke it in ' in than ; is that St. 
* miche * dele ® nere S. ^ >o. 



XXL hocclevb's dialog, of sweaters and false coikers. 115 

(20) 
" when I this wrote / many me dyd amyse ; 134 

they weyed gold / vnhad aucthoritie ; 
no statute [made] was ^ then / as [)ratt] now ^ is ; 
bat sythen golde to wey / chargid now ben we, Now an Aet or 

_^ .,,,,- , _ Parliament makM 

Reason axith / that it obeyed be ; 138 waifhtngorooim 

now tyme it is / unto weight[e]8 vs draw[e], 

sythen that the parlyament / hathe made it a lawe. 140 



natdAil. 



(21) 
" yet othar shrewes / done a worse gyn ; 141 peaf ii] 

and tho bene they / that the coyne countarfote, coqntarMten or 

eoin nakc tliam- 

and they that with gold / coper, cloth and tyn, MivwaMatin 



HaU. 



to make all seme gold / they swinke and swete 

In hell[e] for to purchace / them a sete : 145 

If thethar lede them / theyr ' falce covetise, 

that purchas made was / in a foltyshe wyse. 147 

(22) 
" what cawsethe, trowe ^ ye / all this mischance ? 148 
what oomforte gy ven ' is / to this vntrwthe 1 
In fejthe, men seyne / it is the mayntynance Tiitevfludone 

•' ' ^ / J J bytbamalntw- 

of gTeat[ej folke / whiche is great ^ harme & ruthe. anoe of great Mk, 

god graunt here-aftar / that ther be no slowthe/ 152 

of this treason / punishement to do, 

ryght such as that is / partinent ther-to. 1 54 

(23) 
*' they that consenten / to do that falshede, 155 

as well as the werkars / withe peyne egall 

punished ^ owght to be / as that I rede. who o««iit to ba 

now, manyte3rnors / be ware now of a fall ! 
I speke of no parson / in especiall ® ; 159 

In contries dyvers / is there many one 
of yow / and hathe bene^® / many a day a-gon« 161 

' nude was ; was Dm. ' )at nowe ; now St. ' her 

* trowen • fonen • a great ^ slouj^c ; 8how>e Dm. 

* pnnischid • special *• be 

I 2 



116 



XXI. HOCCLSVB's dialog, op the PAL8IN0 OP COIIC. 



P»lMH»ining 
luimia Uie king 



and th« people, 



(24) 
" Alas / that to owr Kyng[e]8 preiadice, 162 

and harme to all / his lige people tpew[e], 
Continue shall / this fowle and cursed vice 
of falsjnge of coyne / not begone of new[e], 165 

whiche / and it forthe goo / many one shall it i6w[e]. 
God and our Eynge / remedye all this grefe^ 
for to the people / it is a foule mischefe. 166 



(26) 



169 



who oall for Ten* 
gMuioe<m the 
fiilie moneyen. 



" by comon harme / is not small to set[te] ; 

that venom / ovar wyde and brod[e] spredethe : 

grete merit were it / suche thinge stope and let[to], 

as that the comon / in-to myschefe ledythe. 172 

the voyce of the people / vengaunce on yow gredithe, 

ye cursed men / ye false moneyours, 

and on yowre outeris / and yowr maynteynours t 175 



nmfll,bftok] 

Bnt I fear theee 
cunedMlowB 
won't be panUhk 



(26) 
" 0, this I drede alweye / this heviethe me 1 76 

many a sythe / that punishement 
none faU[e] shall / on this cursed meynye ; 
how trewe so be / ther enditement,^ 
owr lyge lorde / shall be so Innocent, 180 

that vnto hym / shall hyd be y* notice ; 
vnwasshen gold / shall wasshe ^ a-way that vice. 182 

(27) 
'* Enformed shalbe / his hie excellence 183 

by menes / whom that the lady moneye 
hath rowned with / and shewyd evidence 
In plate / that all wronge is that men seyo 
thejm trick bim, of that false folke / my sowle dare I laye, 187 

tho mens ' shullen have / no defectyve plate ; 
here receyte shall be / good and fyne algate. 189 



Tho* the King 11 
be told who the 
(Um oolnera are. 



^ enditement ; entenderoent St. ' waiashe ; vanyshe St 

' meenes 



XZI. BOOOLBT^'S DIALOG. I'lL BNOUSH * LKABN TO DO.* 117 

(28) 

** Nowe in good fajthe / I drode there shall be 190 

suche multitude / of that falce secte 

with-in this two yere / or ellis thre, 

but yf this stynkynge errowr / be correcte, irthto TH bo't 

that so myche ^ of this land / shall be infecte 194 

there-with, that tiewthe shall a-downe be throw [e], truth wtiib« 

and that cuised falshed / it^ OYeigrow[e]. 196 

(29) 

** lo, fiinde / nowe haue I myne entent vnreke . 197 

of my longe tale / displese yow nowght.** 

' nay, Thomas, nay / but late me to the speke : 

when thy compleynt / was to the end ybrowght, My MmA t^u 

cam it owght in thy purpos / and thy thowght, 201 Z> wriu. "**° 

owght ell[e]s ther-with / to have made than that t ' 

" ye, certayne, frind " / * nowe, good Thomas, what ] ' 

(30) 

** fiinde, that I shall you tell / as blyve, y-wys : 204 i\mnt} 

in latyn have I sene / a small treti8[e], rvt wen » uun 

whiche ' leme for to dye ' / I-callyd is : du; 

a bettar restreynte / know I none fro vice : 207 

for whan that deathe / shall men > from hence ^ trice, 

but he that lesson / lemed have or than, 

war that / for* deathe comethe, wot ther no wyght whan. 

(31) 
" And that have I purposed to translate, 211 ami > mma to 

et«llalilt. 

If god his grace / lyst ther-to me lene, 

sythen he of helthe / hathe openyd me the gat« ; 

for where my sowle is / of vertwe all lene, 

and thrwghe my bodyes gilt / fowle* & vnclene, 215 

to clens it / some-what by translation 

of it, shall be / myne occupation. 217 

^ moche * it ; is St ' man * heiuies 

* for ; and St. * k fowle St 



118 



XXI. hoccl&ve's dialog. I'll enoush * learn to die.' 



Tliit trMtlw 11 
nuUce men take 
iiuooaiit of Uieir 
sins. 



(32) 

" for I not only / but, as that I hope, 218 

many an othar wight / eke theie-by shall 

his consyence / [ful] tenderly grope, 

and withe hym selfe acompte, & reken of all 221 

that he hathe in his ^ lyfe / wrowght, great & ^ small, 

while ho tyme hathe / & freshe wit and vigowr, 

and not abyde / vnto his dethes howr. 224 



(33) 

** man ijiay m this tretis / here-aftarward, 
yf that hym lyke / rede and beholde, 
and not delay till consyder and se well / that it is full hard 

they are near _ i m % m t 

deaUi. delay accompts / tyll lyfe begyne to colde ; 

short tyme is then / of his offencis olde 
to make a iust / and trew[e] rekenynge ; 
sharpnes of peyne / is there-to great hindringe. 



[leans, back] 



I do thit transla- 
tion at the urging 
or a devoot man. 



and when it's 
flniRlit, I ahall 
wriie no more. 



(34) 

" Not hath 5 me stiryd / my devocion 

to do this labour / ye shullan Yndar8tond[e], 

but at the exitynge / and monicion 

of a devout man / take I here on hond[e] 

this labowr / and as I cane,^ wole I fond[e] 

his reade, thrwghe gods grace, to parforme, 

thowghe I be bare / of intellecte and forme. 

(35) 

" And whan that endyd is / I nevar thinke, 
more in englyshe aftar / be occupied ; 
I may not labowr / as I dyd, and swinke ; 
my lust is not there-to / so well applied 
as it hathe bene / it is ny mortyfied ; 
wherefore I cesse thinke / be this done, 
the night approchethe / it is fer past none. 



225 



229 



231 



232 



236 



238 



239 



243 



245 



1 this 



or 



' corr. from 'have I,' iu St. 
^ came 



XXI. HOCGLBVB's DULOO. I'm 63, OLD AND SORROWFUL. 119 

(36) 
" Of age am I fifty winter and thre ; ^ 246 i am 5S| 

Ripeneflse of dethe / fast ypon me hastethe ; ^ 
my lymes sumdell / now vnweldy be ; 

all my syght apporithe faate, and wastitbe, my •igfat it im- 

and my conceyte / a dayes now / not tastethe 250 mind too. 

as it bathe done / in yeres precedent ; 
now all a-notber is my sentement^ [Stoice ends.] 252 

(37) [Hoedeve's parchment hegins,"] 
•* More am I beuy now vp-on a day, 253 ciMf isj 

Tban I sum tyme was in dayes fyue ; 
Tbynge \ai or this me tbogbte game & play, 
Is emest now / ^the bony fro tbe hyue Tb« booey is 

gone from Um 

Of my spirit witbdrawitb wondir blyue; 257 hir^ofmytpiriu 

Wban al is doon / al tbis worldes swetnesse 

At ende tornetb in-to bittimesse.^ 259 

(38) 
" The fool, tburgh loue of tbis lyf present, 5,!I^^j;,|l'^^^ 
Deceyued is / but the wys man woot weel ***' 

How ful this world of sorwe is, and torment ; tim world is aui 

Wherfore in it / be tnistitb nat a deel : 
Thogh a man tbis day / sitte bye on tbe wheel, 264 
To morwe be may be tryced from bis sete ; 
This bath be seen often / among tbe grete. 266 

(39) 
" How fair thyng / or bow precious it be 267 fwrthinijiiart 

\>ai in tbe world b / it is lyk< a flour. 
To whom / nature yeuen bath beautee 
Of fressh beewe / and of ful plesant colour ; 
With soote smellynge also, and odour ; 271 

But as soone as it is bicomen drye, and toon iom 

tlieir colour and 

ffarwel colour / and tbe smel gyuneth^ dye. 273 mmh. 

^ now hAsti> ' sentement 

' A later hand (f Stowe's) has written ' then ' over tbe line as if it were left out. 

^ * tornithe in to bittyemisse, is repeated below in a later huid. 
* A later hand writes ' be'gyuneth ' ta ' At foot : *hongrie men seem diyures,* &c. 



120 XXI. HOCOLSVS'S DIALOG. I HAVB TO PREPARE FOR MT DEATH. 



[leaf 18, back] 

MajMty pasMf 
like a traa'a 
shadow. 



Pmparty it lent 
ut for a time; 



but Death loon 
deprives us of It. 



Isn't It wlsa to 
provide against 
Death P 



Deaf 14] 

* Tea, Thomas 
Hocrleve ; 
but your brain la 
weak. 



(40) 
'< £ial miglit ^d eerthely magestee, 
Welthe of the world / and longe & faire dajes, 
Passen / as dooth the shad we of a tree ; 
Whan deeth is come / ther be no delayes i 
The worldes trust is brotil^ at assay es ; 
The wyse men / wel knowen this is sooth, 
They knowen / what deceit to man it dooth. 

(41) 
** Lond / rente / cattel / gold / honour / richesse, 

pat for a tyme lent been to been ouris, 

fforgo we shole / sonner than we gesse. 

Paleses / Maners / Castels grete & touris 

Shal vs biref t be / by deeth pat f ul sour is ; 

Shee b the rogh besom / which shal vs att 

Sweepe out of this world / whan god list it faH. 

(42) 



274 



278 



280 



281 



285 



287 



288 



'* And syn fat shee shal of ys make an ende, 

Holsum is, hii' haue ofte in remembrance, 

Or shee hir messager seeknesse vs scnde. 

U Now, my freend / so good yeue yow good chaunoe^ 

Is it nat good to make a purucance 292 

Ageyn the comynge of pat messageer, 

That we may stande in conscience cleer 1 " 294 

(*3) 
IF 'yis, Thomas, yis / thow hast a good entente,' 295 
But thy werk / hard is to parfourme, I dreede ; 
Thy brayn, par cas / ther-to nat wole assente, 
And wel thow woost / it moot assente neede 
Or thow aboute brynge swich a deede : 299 

Now in good feith / I rede as for the beste, 
pat purpos caste out of thy myndes cheste. 301 

^ bretil, first. 

* lohan Medwell, "hLaster my lord Chamberlain, . . p^ prise 
[at top]. Also, later, * W. Browne.' At foot, "Thomas Carterys.* 



HOOGLBVK's DULOO. but I'm 8T1LL WELL BNOUOU TO WORK. 121 



(44) 

* Thy bisy stodie aboute swich mateeie 302 
Hath causid thee / to stirte in-to the plyt 

That thow vrere in / as fer as I can heere ; 

And thogli ihow deeme / thow be thera-of* qwyt / 

Abyde / and ihy purpoe putte in respyt 306 

Til pai rigKt wel stablisshid be thy brayn ; 

And ther-to thanne / I wole assente fayn. 308 

(45) 

' Thogb a strong fyr / ^t was in an berth late, 309 

Withdrawen be / and swept away f ul cleene / 

yit aftirward / bothe the berth and plate 

Been of the fyr warm / thogh no fyr be seene 

There as fat it was / and right so I meene : 313 

Al-thogh past be the grete of thy seeknesse / 

yit lurke in thee may sum of hir warmnesse.' 315 

(46) 
IF " 0, what is yow, freend / benedicitee t 
Rigbt now, whan I yow redde my ' ccmpleynte/ 
Made it nat mynde / it standith wel with me t 
Myn herte with your speeche gynneth feynte. 
Shold we be now / al neewe to aqweynte, 
pat ban so wel aqweynted be f ul yore t 
What / ban yee now lemed a neewe lore t 

(47) 

** Han yee lemed / your freend for to mis-troste 

And to his wordes / yene no credence t 

If your frendshipe cancre so and roste, 

Sore wole it trouble myn innocence, 

pat ay yow holden haue in existence 327 

A verray freend / certes, sore am I greened, 

That yee nat leeue / how god me hath releeued.^ 329 

^ Later, in mirgin: 'Ryght worshipefull Fa.' At foot, 

* Hereof se . . Thomas C* 



'TovrwTlUnf 
liMiiuidayoa 
cnektvgaln. 



*8lopweri(UU 
your brftln't 



316 ciMfi4.i»ck] 

MoocwT# rt" 
proadiMhto 
frtondt 

I told TOO I WM 

woU. 
320 



322 



323 Whjdoyo* 
mtttmsl DM ? 



122 XXL hoocleve's dialog, friendship should last for ever. 



A true (Hand 
tnuta hU fritnd. 



(48) 

'* Who so nat leeueth / what pat a man seiihy 
Is signe ]>at he trastith him but lyte. 
A verraj freend yeueth credence & feith 
Yn-to his freend / what so he speke & wryte. 
ffrendshipes lawe / nat worth wei' a m jte. 
If pat vntrost / vn-to it wei' annexid ; 
Yntnist hath many a wight ful sore vexid. 



330 



334 



336 



pcftflS] 



I Towd to sUok 
to you. 



(49) 

" I with my selaen made fore ward, 337 

Whan with the knotte of frcndshipe I me knyttc 

Vn-to yow, pat 1 nenere aftirward 

Fro pat hy bond departe wolde, or flitte ; 

Which keepe I wole ay / o, your wordes sitte 341 

Ny to myn herte / and thogh yee me nat loue, 

My loue fro yow / shal ther no wight shoue. 343 



Tullj njrt that 
Friendship UsU 
for ever. 



Solomon njs to 
too* 



(50) 

" TuUius seith / pat frendshipe verray 
Endurith euere / how-so men it assaiH ; 
flfrendshipe is noon / to loue wel this day, 
Or yeeres outhir / and aftirward faill. 
A freend to freend / his peyne & his trauaiH 
Booth ay / frendshipe to keepe & conserue 
Til dethes strook* pat bond a-sondir kerue. 

(51) 

" To this matii* accordith Salomon — 

yee knowe it bet than I by many fold : 

Ones freend / and holde euere ther vpK>n. 

In your frendshipe wei* a slipir hold, 

If it abate wolde and wexe cold, 

pat vn-to now hath been bothe hoot & warm ; 

To yow wei* it repreef / and to me harm. 



344 



348 



350 



351 



355 



357 
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(52) 



371 



" If pat me list in this mateer^ dvrM} 

And it along / for to diawe and dilate, 

Auctoritees an heep, kowde I yow tett 

Of frendshipe / but stynte I moot algate, 

Or eUes wole it be fol longe & late 362 

Or I haue endid my purpoeid werk*, 

fifor feeble is my conceit, & dnl & derk*. 364 

(53) 
** Bat as ^t I seide eer / and sooth it is, 365 

My sclendre wit feele I as sad and stable 
As eu^re it was at any tyme or this : 
Thankid be our lord Ihe^u merdable ! " 
' IT Tit, Thomas, herkne a word, and be souffrable, 369 
And take nat my speeche in displesance ; 
In me shalt thow fynde no variance. 

(54) 

* I am thy freend / as fat I haue ay been, 
And euere wole / doute it nat al. 

But truste wel, it is but seelden seen 

pat any wight / ^t caght hath swich a fal 

As thy seeknesse was / ]>at aftir shal 376 

Be of swich disposiciotm and might 

As he was erst / and so seith enery wight 378 

(55) 

* Of studie was engendred thy seeknesse,' 379 
And ^t was hard / woldest [thow] now agayn 

Entre into fat laborious bisynesse, 

Syu it thy mynde and eek thy wit had slayn 1 

Thy conceit is nat worth a payndemayn : 383 

Let be / let be/ bisye thee so no more. 

Lest thee repente / and reewe it ouersore. 385 

' Later, in inaigin : ' Is the name ene (?)... he ine life in.' 
' In a later hand at top : ' per me peter hardy of^ haljriax ' ; 
then, nibd out, 'ows this bok.' 



358 p«fift,l)Mk3 



BoHHfllap 



Uto* my niliHl to 
M SnD M CTtr il 



Tbomam, 

yoa tludl find no 
c h a n g tn f in nw. 



372 Imyowfrkod. 



Clear l«j 
Toar illiMM cmttw 
fhrai oTMMu«ly. 



Don't b9 ani/ 
•ooach to do it 



124 XXI. HOCCLEVE'S dialog, he J0V8 IN MUSING OVER HIS BOOKS. 



(56) 
* My reed proceedith nat of froward wil, 
But it is seid of verray freendly-hede 
ffor if so-causid seeknesse on me fil 
As dide on the i right euene as I thee rede, 
So wolde I do my self / it is no drede } 

Solomon Mdt yoo And Salomon bit / afbir conseil do ; 

advised. And good is it / conforme thee ther-to. 

(57) 
' He pat hath ones in swich plyt y-faii. 
But he wol rule him / may in slippen eft : 
This rede I thee / for aght pat may befatt. 
As ood iiM eurad Syn pat seeknesse god hath thee byreft, 
sv^id* u cause. The cause eschue / for it is good left, 

Namely, thyng of thogMful studie kag&t, 
Penllous is / as pat hath me been tag&t 



386 



390 



392 



393 



Peaf 16, bmck] 



Too love to port 
on your books. 



Give up roar 
studies. 



(58) 
IF * Bif^ht as a theef pat hath eschapid ones' 
The roop / no dreede hath eft his art to vse, 
Til pat the trees him weye vp, body and bones, 
So looth is him / his sory craft refuse / 
Sa farest thow / ioie hastow for to muse 
Vp-on thy book* / and thei'-in stare & poure, 
Til pat it thy wit / consume and deuoure. 

(59) 
' I can no more / the latter* erroui^ 
Wers is, rede I / than pat pat was befom ; 
The smert of studie / oglite be miroui^ 
To thee / let yit thy studie be forbom, 
Haue of my wordes / no desdeyn or scorn ; 
ffor pat I seye / of freendly tendemesse 
I seye it al / as wisly god me blesse. 



397 



399 



400 



404 



406 



407 



411 



413 



^ Written np the side in a later hand : 
Know er thow kynt [knyt, p. 152], and then thow mayst slake ; 
If thou knyt er thow know, then hytt ys to late. (See p. 152.) 
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(60) 
' If thee nat list vp-on thy self to reewe, 414 

Thomas, who shal reewe ypon thee, I preye 1 
Now do foorth, let see / and thyn harm reneewe ; 
And henyei' / shal it peise and weye 
Than it dide eer / ther-to my lyf I leye, 
Which thee wolde oner mochil harme & greeue.' 
*' fiieendy as to fat f answei' I shal by leeue.^ 

(61) 
" Where-as fat yee deemen of me, and trowe 421 

That y of studie my disese took', — 
^Vhich conceit eek* / among the pcple is sowe / — 
Tnistiih right wel / fat neuere studie in book' 
Was cause / why my mynde me forsook* 425 

Bat it' was cansid of my long seeknesse, 
And othir wyse nat / in soothfastnesse. 427 

(62) 
*' And for-thy neuere aftir this / preye y yow, 428 

Dcemeth no more so / ne nat it mynge. 
That men kneew I bad seeknesse / is ynow, 
Thogh they make of the cause no serchynge ; 
Ther cometh but smal fruyt of swich deemynge. 432 
To yow told haue I treewely the cause ; 
Now let vs stynten heei* / & make a pause. 

(63) 
" In this keepe I no replicacioun ; 
It is nat worth / the labour is in vejm ; 
Shal no stirynge or excitacioun 
Lette me of this labour, in certeyn. 
Trustith wel this pourpos is nat sodeyn ; 439 

Vp-on my wittes stiUiie hath it be bete 
Many a day / of this no lenger trete.' 441 

^ lAter scribbles at foot : 'WiUiam . . tbi . . ntinny nj/ &c 
* MS. is. 

' Later, at foot : ' Lord, Hane merce apon all cresten solles . . 
John taler . . sone frome the beg*/ &c. 



If joa won't takt 
pity on yooTMll^ 
wlMwUl? 



418 



420 ffoMln«aiw««rff. 



Myiiuanitr 



did not oooie fhwn 
book-»tody, 



bat from my kmf 
illncw. 



I don't cart that 
folic thoold Icnow 
•boot It. 



434 Let'* drop It. 



435 



Attomy toittndtd 
work, 



I'Tt thooflit 
abont it loitff» 
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XXI. hoccleve's diaixki. 1 won't give up my writixg. 



Deaf 17, bftck] 



for & yaan. 



Fritnd. 
ThomM, you're 
not wlie to follow 
your own Jadg- 
menfe ImtMd of 
mine. 



(64) 

" I haue a tyme resonable abide 

Or that I thoghte in this laboure me ; 

And al to preeue my self, I so dide : 

A man in his conceit / may serchee & see 

In .V*. yeer / what he do may, pardee, 

And aftir ^ot take vp^n him, and do 

Or leve / leson accordith heer-to." 

(05) 

if ' Thomas, holdist thow it a pradence, 
Eeed, weyue, and wirke aftir thyn owiie wit I 
Seide y nat eer / ^at Salomons sentence 
To do by reed / and by Conseil, men bit ; 
And thow desdeynest / for to folwen it. 
What art thow now / presumptuous become, 
And list nat of thy mis / been vndimomo 1 ' 



442 



446 



448 



449 



1 



453 



455 



(66) 
Hoeeievt. ^ " Nay, frecud / nat so / yee woot well, elles-where 



Vnua sit tibi 
coDsiliarios 
inter mill« 



My friend. I fiwl 
yoa are wronf . 



[leaf 18] 



I've told yon 
plninly how I 
•land. 



Salomon bit / * oon be thy Conseillour 457 

Among a .Mt.' and if fat yee were 

As constant as yee lian been or this hour, 

By yow wolde I be red / but swich errour 460 

In your conceit I feele now, sanz faille, 

That in this cas yee can nat wel consaiH.^ 462 

(67) 
" ffor god woot / a blynd Counseillour is he 463 

Which )>at conseille shal in a mateere, 
If of a soothe / him list nat lerned be ; 
And euene swich oon fynde I now nowheere.^ 
I pleynly told yow haue, the maneere 467 

How pat it vfith me standen hath / and stant ; 
But of your trust to me ward, be ye scant. 469 

^ In the beg3rnnyng god be my speade wythe grace k vertii 
pater, at bottom]. ' MS. now heere. 
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(68) 

*' Han yee ag&t herd of me in communynge, 

Wherthorgli yee ogliten deeme of me amis! 

Haae I nat eeid reson / to your thynkygneT' 

% * ffor soothe, Thomas / to my conceit / yis ; 

But enere I am agast, & dreede this, 

Thy wit is nat so mighty to sosteene 

That lahour / as thow thy self woldest weene.' 

(69) 

'* ffireend, as to fat, he lyueth nat fat can 
Knowe / how it standith with an othir wight, 
So wel as him self / al-thogh many a man 
Take on him more / than lyth in his might 
To knowe / ^t man is nat ruled right 
pat so presumeth in his iugement : 
Befom the doom / good wer^ auisament." 

(70) 

% * Now, Thomas / by the feith I to god owe. 
Had I nat taastid thee / as fat I now 
Doon haue / it had been hard, maad me to trowe 
The good plyt / which I feele wel fat thow 
Art in / I woot wel thow art wel ynow, 
What-so men of thee ymagyne or clappe, 
Now haue I god, me thynkith, by the lappe. 



470 



H«ren*t 1 tpokra 
rawon? 
Hoccle90'$ friend. 

474 

Tm; batyonr 
mind won't bew 
476 thi* iMw work. 



477 



481 



483 



484 



488 



490 



nOttw09tt 

Who eui Jndfft 
a num't •tate m 
well aa h* him- 
Mir? 



HoetieMtB friend* 

[l«ar 18, back] 
W«1U Tlioroas, 
Tra tattad ytm, 
and bellava yoa 
arallt. 



(71) 

' But al so hertly / as I can or may, 491 

Syn fcX thow wilt to fat labour thee dresse, 

I preye thee I in al maneere way 

Thy wittes to conserue / in hir f resshnesse ; 

Whan thow ther-to goost / take of hem the lease ; 495 

To muse longe / in an hard mateere. 

The wit of man abieth it f ul deere.' 497 



And, aa 70a witt, 
writ*. 



keep yoar wtta 



tirt&l 



and don't work at 
too hand a rabject. 
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ZZI. HOCCLBVES DIALOG. I WRITE BY FITS AND STABT& 



Mj braliM won't 
•iretcb to that. 



If I can't do my 
work tMlly, 
I aludl ■hut my 
book. 



ClMfl9] 
I iihall write by 
»t«rtt,aath« 
fjuxqr takM ro«. 
Mid tU)p whmi It 
•lades* 



(72) 

IT ^* ffreend, I nat medle of matires grete ; 498 

Ther-to nat strecche may myn intellect ; 

I neuere jit was brent with studies hete ; 

Let no man holde me ther-in suspect : 

If I lightly / nat cacche may theffect 503 

Of thyng* in which / laboure I me purpose, 

A dieu my studie / anoon my book* I close. 504 

(73) 

" By stirtes / whan fat a fressh lust me takith, 505 

Wole I me bisye now and now a ly te ; 

But whan fat my lust duUith and asslakith, 

I styute wole / and no lengei* wiyte ; 

And pardee, freend / pat may nat hyndre a mytc, 509 

As fat it seemeth to my symple auys ; 

lugeth your self* / yee been prudent and wys." 511 

(74) 

Hofef«90'$jH0nd. IT * Sikir, Thomas / if thow do in swich wyse 512 

Then I'm content. As fat thow seist / I am ful wel content 

pat thow vp-on thee take fai empryse 
Which fat thow has purposed and y-ment ; 
Yn-to fat ende / yeue y myn assent, 516 

Go now ther-to / in Ihc«u Crystes name ; 
And as thow haast me seid / do thou fat same. 518 

(75) 

' I am seur fat thy disposicioun 519 

Is swich / fat thow maist more take on hoonde 
Than I first wende in myn oppinioim, 
By many fold / thankid be goddes soonde ! 
Do foorth in goddes name / & nat ne woonde 523 

cnrapope and To make and wry te / what thyng fat thee list : 
like. "^ * ^^ \>at I nat eer kneew / now is to me wist. 525 



Set to work, In 
Clirlefa name. 



* Later acribble at top : 'Thomas . . Tomaa Gairdynnayr' (t). 
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630 



532 



(76) 

* And of o thyng / now wel I me remembre, 
Why ihow purposist in this book trauaitt : 
I ttowe ^t in the monthe of Septembre 
Now last, or nat fer from / it is no faiH, — 
Ko force of the time^ / it shal nat auaitt 
To my mateei' / ne it hyndre or lette^ — 
Thow seidist / of a book* thow wei^ in dette 

(77) 

' Yn-to my lord / pat now is lieutenant, 

My lord of Gloucestr^ / is it nat so 1 ' 

% ** Yis soothly, freend / and as by oouenant 

He sholde ban had it many a day ago ; 

Bat seeknesse and vnlust / and othir mo 

Han be the causes of impediment" 

IT 'Thomas / than this book* haast thow to him mentt' 

(78) 

% '* Yee sikir, freend, fnl treewe is your deemynge ; 540 

ffor him it is / fat I this book* shal make. 

As blyne as fat I herde of his comynge 

firo fifronce / I penne and ynke gan to take. 

And my spirit I made to awake, 

t>at longe lorkid hath in ydilnesse 

ffor any swich labour or bisynesse. 



526 ciMfu^bMkj 



Bot didn't yooMj 
that 70a o«rd a 
book 



533 to tb« Lord Lira- 
tenantktlM DnW 



Ym, and be ought 
to havt bad it 
long ago. 



537 



544 



546 



My nair book I* 
roaant lor hlio. 
As toon MM I heurd 
of Uaeomlng 

H Beiiicetde 
Becundo reditu 
tao de ffrancia 

from Franee, I 
took pon and ink. 



(79) 



547 



" But of sum othir thyng / fayn trete I wolde. 

My noble lordes herte / with / to glade, 

As ther-to bownden am I deepe, & holde ; 

On swich mateere / by god ^at me made, 

Wolde I bestowe many a balade, 551 

Wiste I what / good freend / teli on what is best, 

Me for to make / and folwe it am I prest 553 



naarSO] 
Bat I'd Uke to 
write MmMthinf 
to gtaddan bim 
witb. 



' MS thine ; bat this is sorely a writing mistake. 

HOCCLKVK, M.P. — II. 
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130 hoccucvk's dialog, the valour of the duke op olo'rter. 



Nexfc to oar King 
Henry V., 



DOlfM^hMbMII 

•0 good to mt for 

yMuvuthe 

Dukt. 



Itboogfatof 
•ngUshIng for 
him Veg^M OQ 
CMvuirp, 



but be knows it 
tM 

Cherbourg bauv 
witneM to hU 
rakmr. 



[lMir80,bMk] 
HebMl«g0dlt 



and won it. 



And before^ ho 
won Conatantint. 



Ha b a fknions 
Princa. 



(80) 

" Next oiir lord lige, our kyng victorious. 

In al this wyde world / lord is ther noon 

Yn-to me so good ne so gracious, 

And haath been swich / yeeros ful many oon : 

God yilde it him / as sad as any stoon 

His herte set is / and nat change can 

Sro me, his humble s«ruant & his man. 

(81) 

*' ffor him I thoghte ban translated Yegece 
Which tretith of the art of Chiualrie, 
But I see his Knyghthode so encrece, 
pat no thyng my labour sholde ediiie, 
ffor he fat art / wel can for the maistrie. 
Beyonde, he preeued hath his worthynesse, 
And among othre / Chirburgh to witnesse. 

(82) 

" This worthy Prynce lay before pat bold 
Which was ful strong / at seege many a day. 
And thens for to departe hath he nat wold. 
But knyghtly ther* abood / vp-on his pray 
Til he by force it wan / it is no nay. 
Due henri, ^t so worthy was and good, 
ffolwith this Prince / as wel in deede as blood. 

(83) 

IT " Or he to Chirbulrgll cam / in ioumeyynge,* 
Of Constantyn he wan the cloos and yle, 
£for which / laude and honur and hy preysynge 
Eewarden him / and qwyten him his whyle. 
Thogh he befom fat had a worthy style, 
yit of noble renoun is ^t encrees : 
He is a famous Prince / doutelees ! 

^ Chirburgb, in John Stowe's hand, in the margin. 
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(84) 

" ffor to reherce or teli in special 
Euery act ^at his swerd / in steel wroot there, 
And many a place / elles I woot nat al ; 
And thogh eueiy act come had to mjn ere, 
To yepresse^ hem / my spirit wolde han fere. 
Lest I his thank* par chaunce mighte abregge 
Thoigli vnkonnynge / if I hem sholde allegge. 

(85) 

" But this I seye / he callid is Humf rey 
Conueniently, as fat it seemeth me, 
ffor this conceit is in myn herte al-wey, 
Batailloos Mars / in his natiuitee 
Yn4o fat name / of verray specialtee 
Titled him / makynge him ther-by promesse 
pat strecche he sholde in-to hy worthynesse ; 

(86) 

*' ffor humf rey / as vn-to myn intellect, 

* Man, make I shal ' / in englissh is to seye ; ^ 

And |Kit byheeste / hath taken treewe effect, 

As the commune fame / can by wreye : 

Who-so his worthy knyghthode / can weye 

Duely in his conceites balaunce, 

Ynow hath / wherof his renoun enhaunce. 

(87) 

" To cronicle his actes / wei' a good deede, 
ffor they ensaumple mighte, and encorage 
fful many a man / for to taken heede 
How for to goueme hem in the vsage 
Of armcs / it is a greet auauiitage 



582 I Mimot relKt« all 
hU warlike devds. 



586 



588 



589 [iMfti] 

He te wall nainad 



593 



595 



596 for that maana 
* I ahall make a 
man/ 



and Conmon 
600 bona. 



602 



603 



It would ba a 
gouddaed to 
ehronlda liia 
feato, to encoarage 
other men. 



607 



* For 'ezpresse't 

* Humfroy, quasi 'homme feray' [in margin] ? in a 17th- 
Century hand. Other scribble : ' John, Thomas . . John . . I 
winsayn bene . . as . . so p ff H Hon . . Ar mo . . stoke . . 
gingen . . Wiyljram.* 
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132 BOCCLBVE*S DIALOG. HOW CAN I PLRASB TBB DUKE OF GI/)'STEK t 



At tlie •!««• 
of Rouen, 



Dnke Hnrofrqr 
did kiilghUy. 



What can I My 
to plcftM him ? 



He cum oiily for 
proper thinge. 



peftftS] 



609 



610 



614 



616 



Boectev€*$ JHend. 
Yoa must write 
on a worthy 
topic. 



A man before him / to haue a miroor, 
Thor-in to see the path vn-to honour. 

(88) 
" lonl / whan he cam to the seege of Boon 
ffro Chirburgli / whether fere or cowardyse, 
So ny the walles / made him for to goon 
Of the town / as he dide 1 I nat souffyse 
To telle yow / in how knyghtly a wyse 
He logged him ther^ / and how worthy ly 
He baar him / what / he is al knyght soothly. 

(89) 
IT " Now, good freend / shone at the cart, I yow preye ; 
What thyng may I make vn-to his plesancet 618 

Withouten your reed / noot I what to seye." 
H * / no, pardee, Thomas / o. no, ascafinca' 
IT " No, certein, freend / as now no cheuissance 
Can I ; your conseil is to me holsam ; 
As I truste in yow, mynystreth me sum." 

(90) 
H * Wei Thomas / trowest thow his hy nolilcsse 
Nat rekke / what mateere fat it be 
\)ai thow shalt make of T H " no, freend, as I gesse. 
So )>at it be mateere of honestee." 
IT * Thomas, and thanne I wole auyse me ; 628 

fibr who-so reed & conseil yeue shal. 
May nat on heed / foorth renne ther-w»t/<-al. 630 

(91) 
* And fat ^ so noble a Prince, namely, 
So excellent / worthy and honurable, 
Shal haue / needith good anys soothly, 
pat it may be plesant and agreable 
To his noblcf^e / it is nat couenable 
To wryte to a prince so famous. 
But it be good mateei* and vertuous. 

* What poem. 



621 



623 



624 



631 



635 



637 



XXL hooclbve's dialog, he must tuink before he writes. 133 

(92) 



to 



' Thow woost wel / who slial an hous eilifie, J.f^'Si;^ Slw • i^ 

Gooth nat ther-to withoute auisament, "i^U^J^^ •* ''***»«»* •*'»«• 

If he be wys, for w»t// his mental ye 

ffirst is it seen / pourposid / cast & ment, LIlSrSwT 

How it shal wroglit been / elles al is shent. 642 

Certes, for the deffaute of good forsighte, 

Mis-tydcn thynges / Jat wel tyde mighte. 644 

(93) 

* This may been vn-to thee / in thy makynge 645 

A good mirour / thow wilt nat haaste, I trowe, 

Vn-to thy penne / and ther-wttA wirke heedlynge, roa mustn't 

Or thow auysed be wel / and wel knowe 648 takiiiir thought. 

What thow shalt wryte / o, Thomas / many a throwe Jiyioe. ""^ 

Smertith the fool / for lak* of good auys ; 

But no wight hath it smerted fat is wys ; 651 

(94) 

' £Por wel is he waar / or he wryte or speke, 652 DMftt^bMk] 

What is to do or leue / Who by prudence 

Rule him shal / no thiuge shal out from him breke 

Hastily ne of lakil negligence.' 

% " ffreend) bat is sooth / o / now your assistence 656 Trot, fH«id. 

And help / what I shal make, I now byseeche ; adviM dm. 

In your wys conceit / serche yee & seeche." 658 

(95) 

IF He a long tyme in a studie stood, 659 

And af tir ^at, thus tolde he his entente : 

% ' Thomas, sauf bettre auys, I holde it good, tiknum. m it*. 

Syn now the holy seson is of lente "**^ 

In which it sit euery man him repente 663 

Of his offense / and of his wikkidnesse / 

fwpmt And coQ* 

Be heuy of thy gilt / and the conf esse, 665 tm» yov siiu. 



I 

J 



lS4 hoccleve's dialog, how he can get women's favour again. 



and make amenda 
for them. 

You've often 
blamed women; 

have written a 

qturter-eack 

of words agalnat 

tliem, 

that tliry've 

not forgiven or 

fbrgotlen. 



[leafSS] 
Now write in 
praise of them. 



It wants craft 
and art to please 
women. 



Bat joa can do 
it if 



yoa'H confess 
yoar guilt. 



and please them. 
Too can't flghU 



(96) 
' And satisfaccion do thow for it. 666 

Thow woost wel / on wommen, greet wyt^ & lak* 
Ofte haast thow put / be waar / lest thow be qwit. 
Thy wordes fille wolde a quarter sak,* 
Which thow in whyt / depeynted haast wiih blak* ; 
In hir repreef , mochil tbyng haast thow write. 
That they nat foryeue haue / ne foryite. 672 

(97) 

* Sumwhat now wryte in honour & preysynge 673 
Of hem / so inaist thow do correccioun 

Sumdel of thyn offense and mis-berynge. 

Thow art cleene out of hii* afieccioun ; 

Now syn it is in thyn eleccioun 677 

Whethir thee list / hir loue ageyn purchace, 

Or stonde as thow doost / out of loue & grace / 679 

(98) 

* Bewar, rede I / cheese the bettre part 680 
Truste wel this / wommen been fett and wyse ; 

Hem for to plese / lyth greet craft & art. 

Wher no fyr maad is / may no smoke aryse ; 

But thow haast ofte / if thow thee wel auyse, 684 

Maad smoky brondes / and for al }at gilt, 

yit maist thow stonde in grace / if pat thow wilt 686 



i 



(99) 



687 



* By buxum herte & by submission 

To hir graces / yildinge thee coupable / 

Thow pardon maist haue, & remission 

And do vn-to hem plesance greable. 

To make partie / art thow nothyng able ; 

Humble thy goost / be nat sturdy of herte ; 

Bettre than thow art / han they maad to smerte. 693 



691 



^ vjyUf blame ; not wit, the little bndn that Hocclcre had. 
^ A sack that holds a quai-ter (being a double sack), =» a lot 
of words. — T. Austin. 
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(100) 

'The wyf of Bathe, take I for aactrice 

pat wommen han no ioie ne deyntee 

))at men sholde vp-on hem putte any vice ; 

I woot wel 80 / or lyk* to ^t, seith shee. 

By wordes writen / Thomas, yilde thee ; 

Euene as thow by scripture hem haast offendid, 

Right so / let it be by wrytynge amendid.' 

(101) 



694 



698 



701 



H " ffreend / thogh I do so / what lust or pleisir 

Shal my lord haue in ^t / noon / thynkith me." 

% * Yis, Thomas, yis / his lust and his desir 

Is / as it wel sit / to his by degree, 

ffor his deeport / & mirthe in honestee, 

With ladyes / to haue daliance : 

And this book* / wole he shewen hem par chance. 707 



705 



[lMrtS»lMCk] 

Clwiuvr'* Wife 
of Bath Hiy« 
women don'l 
like nMii to make 
tbem uat tIcIoim. 



Aa you're oflEmd- 
ed em bj writing* 
700 no*' make 

ametida by It. 



The Duke Uk«s 



daltanoe with 
bdiea. He'll 
•l>uw em yo«r 



(102) 

' And syn he thy good lord is / he be may 
ffor thee swich mene / ^t the lightlyere 
Shuln they foryeue thee / puttOrin assay 
My conseil / let see / nat shal it thee dere ; 
8o wolde I doon / if in thy plyt I were. 
Leye bond on thy breest / if thow wilt so do, 
Or leue / I can no more seyn ther-to. 



708 



712 



7U 



and get yov their 
forgii 



(103) 

H ' But thogli to wommen thow thyn herte bowe, 715 

Axynge hir graces / with greet repentance 

ffor thy giltes / thee wole I nat allowe 

To take on thee swich rule and gouemance 

As they thee rede wolde / for greuance 719 

So greet / ther folwe mighte of it, par cas. 

That thow repente it sholdest ay, Thomas. 721 



Cleaftl] 



But yoa maeto't 
patyovTMlf 
ttnder women's 
rate. 



136 hooolbvb's dialoq. take patibntlt whatbvbr women Da 



Evtbcgnllad 
Adam, and tbt 
Mrpeat her. 

But God Mild 
Eve ataould break 
Uie eerpent'a 
head. 



(104) 

H * Adam begyled was with Eeues reed, J^*lJ^£n^ 
And sikir so was shoe by the Serpent, tSMTAcT******' 
To whom god seide / ** this woTnman thyn heed 
Breke shal / for thurgh thyn enticement 
Shee hath y-broken my commandement." 726 

Now, syn womman had of the feend swich might ; 
To breke a mannes^ heed / it seemeth light 728 

(105) 
So let no hatband * ffor why, let noon housbonde / thynke it shame 729 

feelahameifhia # ^ i. / m 

Ne lepreef vn-to him / ne vilenye, 



wife break hie 
bead. 



[leaf 24. back] 
Hang ap your 
hatchet, aud alt 
down. 



How do you and 
your Witt get on P 

Hocct«90, 
She wouldn't 
like me to tell 
yoo. 



Hoeclw*» fti§nd. 
If yoa want to 
live in 



take patiently 
all tluu women 
■ay. 



Thogh his wyf do to him }pa% selue same. 
Hir reson axith haue of men maistrie 



732 



Thogh holy writ witnesse and testifie J,b^iS«uSirii / 
Men sholde of hem han dominacioun, J^r ^«»^wtur i«i 

It is the leuers in probacioun. 735 



(106) 



736 



739 



' Hange vp his hachet / & sette him adoun ; ' 

ffor wommen wole assente in no maneere 

Yn-to \ai poynt / ne \ai conclosioun. 

IT Thomas / how is it twixt thee & thy feere 1 

IT " Wei, wel, (\uod I / what list yow thei'-of heere 1 

My wyf mighte haue hokir <& greet desdeyu 

If I sholde in swich cas / pleye a soleyn." 742 

(107) 

H ' Now Thomas / if thee list to lyue in ese, 743 

Prolle af tir wommennes benenolence. 

Thogh it be dangerous / good is hem plese, 

ffor hard is it / to renne in hii' offense. 

What so they seyn / take al in pacience. 747 

Bettre art thow nat / than thy fadres before, 

Thomas, han been / be right wel waar iherfore.' 749 

^ Why is a mau's bead easier to break than a serpent's T 
" Compare the Wife of Bath^a Prolog and Tale, 



HOOOLBVS'B dialog. I NEVER REPROVED WOMEN IN MY ' CUPID.' 137 



(108) 

1 

IT " £Preend, hard it is / wommen to greeue, I grante ; 



751 



But what haue I agilt / for him )>at dyde, 

Nat haue I doon why / dar I me auante. 

Out of wommennes graces slippe or slyde." 

f * Yis, Thomas, yis / in thepistle of Cupyde 

Thow haast of hem / so largeliche said, 

That they been swart wrooth / &ful euele apaid.' 756 



Inyoar 

'XpifUtofOiqrfd* 
/04 [III Stoire** hand] 
you're ftbiued 
'em, and they're 



(109) 

H '^fireend / doutelees snmwhat ther is ther-in 757 

f>ai sowneth but right smal to hir honour ; 

But as to ^t / now, for your fadir kyn, 

Considereth / ther^f / was I noon Auctour ; 

I nas in )>at cas / but a reportour 

Of folkes tales / as they seide / I wroot : 

I nat affermed it on hem / god woot I 

(110) 

" Who so fat shal reherce a mannes sawe, 
As feet he seith / moot he seyn & nat varie,^ 
ffor, and he do / he dooth ageyn the lawe 
Of trouthe / he may tho wordes nat contrarie. 
Who-so fat seith ' I am hii' Aduersarie, 
And dispreise hir condicions and port, 
ffor fat I made of hem swich a report,' / 

(111) 

'< He mis-auysed is / and eek to blame. 

Whan I it spak* / I spak conpleyuyngly ; 

I to hem thoghte no repreef ne shame. 

What world is this / how vndirstande am II 774 

Looke in the same book* / what stikith by ? 

Who so lookith aright / thei^-in may see 

f>at they me oghten haue in greet cheertee, 777 

^ This ii Chaaoer's excuse for telling his naughty Tales. 



ADfTy with jon. 



Omtti] 



But I didn't write 
that myselC 



761 I only reported 
other folke' tides. 

763 



764 Whoever report! 
a man'a eaylnss, 
most write what 
heeaid. 



768 And If any one 
aayal nmdown 
womoi because I 

m reported Uiings 
of 'em In my 
•Cnpid,' 



771 bebtoblaroe. 



I didn't reprove 
'em. 

On the contrary. 

Women oof ht to 
bold me dear, 



138 



XXI. HOCCLKVb's dialog. I MEAN TO WIN WOMBN'S LOTS. 



[l«irss,teok3 
or 1 dout knoir 
wliat'B what. 



IfyoaMrMdll 
yoa'd oonfiBH 
yoar mUUkt. 



(112) 

'* And elles / woot I neuere what is what 778 

The book* concludith for hem / is no nay, 
Vertuously / my good f reend / dooth it nat % " 
IT * Thomas, I noot / for neuere it yit I say.' 
"]^o, freendl" f 'no, Thomas' / f " Wei trowe I, 
in fay ; 782 

ffor had yee red it folly to the ende, 
yee wolde seyn / it is nat as yee wende." 784 



(113) 



•weu, ThomM, < Thomas / how so it be / do as I seide : 
ptoMethtwomtn. Syn it displesith hem / amendes make. 

If pat some of hem thee ther-of vpbreide, 

Thow ahalt be bisy ynow, I vndirtake, 

Thy kut to keepe / now I thee bytake 

To god / for I moot needes fro thee weende : 

The love and thank* of wommen / god thee seende I 



785 



789 



OodModyoa 
their lovt! 



Now and then I 
•hallTlattyoa 
before your 
book's done^ 



and tee that yoa 
don't write any- 
thing to annoy 
women.* 



(114) 

' Among, I thynke thee for to visyte 

Or pat thy book* fully finisshid be, 

ffor looth me were / thow sholdest aght wryte 

Wherthurgh / thow mightest gete any maugree ; 

And for pat cause / I wolo it ouersee ; 

And, Thomas / now a dieu & fare weel ; 

Thow fynde me shalt / al so treewe as steeL' 

(115) 

Clear M] Whan he was goon / I in myn herte dredde 
was gone[ Stonde out of wo7nmennes beneuolence ; 

And to fulfille pat / pat he me redde, 
I reooir'd to work I shoop mo do my peyue and diligence 
love. To Wynne hir loue by obedience. 

Thogh I my wordes can nat wel portreye / 
Lo, heer the fourme / how I hem obeye. 



792 



796 



798 



799 



803 



805 



hocclkvb's dialog. I'll enoush a tale to pleasb the ladies. 139 



(116) 

H My ladyea ali / as wisly god me blesee, 
Why ^t yee meened been / can I nat knowe ; 
My gilt cam neu^re yil^ to the ripnesee, 
Al-thogli yee for your fo / me ileeme & trowe ; 
But I your f reend be / byte me the crowe I 
I am al oihir to yow / than yee weene ; 
By my wrytynge / hath it, & shal be, seene. 

(117) 

But nathelees / I lowly me submitte 
To your bonteea / as fer as they ban place 
In yow / vn-to me, wrecche, it may wel sitte 
To axe pardoun / thogh I nat trespace ; 
Leuer is me / with pitous cheere & face, 
And meek spirit, do so / than open werie 
yee make me / & me putte atte werre.^ 



806 Bat,lmdl«. 



810 



812 



813 



817 



819 



tho' 7o« think 
me your fii«, I'm 
yoar friend, or 
•iMiiugr Um 
Crow bite dm! 



Still, ini biff jo«r 
pudtm tbor I've 
ntTtrbarmd yov. 



(118) 

A tale eek* / which I in the Romayn deedis 
Now late sy / in honur & plesance 
Of yow, my ladyes / — as I moot needis. 
Or take my way / for fere in-to finance, — 
Thogh I nat shapen be / to prike or prafice, — 
Wole I translate / and ^t shal pourge, I hope, 
My gilt / as cleene / as keuerchiefs dooth sope. 

^ At foot, in a later hand : ' Hyharie ' (?)• 

* PtfT me gabriell cortjrs [in a later hand at top]. 



820 PMftt^bMkl] 



824 

m Migliah joa I 
tatofromtlM 



140 



XXII. THE EMPBROR JBBBSLAUS'S WIFE. 



The Cfetta Bo- 
mamorum sayt 
the Emperor 
Jereslaue 



wedded Uie fair 
daughter of Uie 
King of Hungary, 



a virtttoai and 
merciftal woman. 



Jereelaus reeolvea 



to go to tlie Holy 
Land. 



He teUa bli wile. 



[For various readings from MS Beg, ITD^.seep. 248.] 

XXII. 
ffabula lie quatiam Smiieratrice iClomana. 

(I) 

In the Eomain actes writen is thus : 1 

Whitom an Emperour in the Citee 
Of Roome regned, clept lereslans, 
Which, his noble estat & hy dignitee 
Gouernedf wysly ; & weddid had he 5 

The doghtir of the kyng of Vngarie, 
A fair lady / to euery mannes ye. 7 

(2) 

And for \ai beautee iu womman, allone 8 

Wtt^outen bontee, is nat co7;2mendabley 

Shee was ther-to / a vertuous persone, 

And spectally pitous & morciable 

In all hir wirkes / which ful couenable 12 

And pertinent is / vn-to wommanhede : 

Mercy causith / good renoil fer to sprede.* 14 

(3) 
Now in my tale foorth wole I proceede : 15 

As \ai this Emperour in his bed lay 

Yp-on a nyght / a thpg&t gan in him breede, 

Yn-to the holy land / to take his way ; 

And on the morwe / left^ lenger delay, 19 

His wyf and his brothir / he made appeere 

Before him / and hem seide in this maneere : 21 

(4) 
" My deere wyf / myn hertes ioie and hele, 22 

\>a\, thyng ]>at stablisshid in myn herte is, 

I can nat hyde fro thee / ne concele, 

Ne nat ne wole / and shortly it is this : 

Yn-to the holy lond / I wole y wis ; 26 

^ b b b h h h . . . . Thomas kyngston hath Rede this gudly 
boko [in a later hand at the bottom of the page]. ' I MS. lest 



XXII. JBRSSLAUS'S WIFB. HE GOBS TO TH£ HOLT LAND. 
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And for thy / make I thoe principally 
Of al thempyre / me abeent / ' lady/ 

(5) 
'' Bytakynge and committynge vn-to thee, 

Of peple and land / the charge special ; 

And vndir thee / my brothir heer shal be 

Steward of it / to role & goueme al 

That to me and my peple, greet & smal, 

Profitable is / by Conseil & assent 

Algate of thee / and thyn auysament* 

(6) 
** Al-thpgh thee thynke / this purpos sodeyn, 

Tit be nat heuy / but in gree it take. 

With goddes grace / my comynge ageyn 

Shal nat be longe to / I, for thy sake, 

Wole the shortei' abood / there make. 

Tmste me weel / as blyue as pat I may, 

Haaste I me wole / fro thennes away." 

(7) 
IT To whom / with spirit of humilitee, 

She seide / " syn it is your good plesance 

To departe hens / & / go to pat Contree, 

I take moot algates, in souffrance. 

Tour vril / and shal, w/t/i hertes obeissance, 

As treewe as turtle / ))at lakkith hir feere 

In your absence / I shal be / my lord deore, 

(8) 
'' fful sore I am agast, & greetly dreede 

\>ai neuere yee shuln thennes with your lyf* 

Retome / almighty god yow saue & speede ! ** 

he [to] hit' yaf wordes confortatyf. 

And kiste hii* / and seide, '* farewel, wyf* 1 

Be nat abassht / ne nat dreedith, I preye ; " 

And foorth he hastith him in his ioi/rneye. 

* Later scribble at side ; ' h h ham for . . L L L . . 



He makM hia 
wife-Udy"of 
28 the Kmpirt, 



29 wlthchargtofthe 
folk audUnd; 



aiid hia brotiier 
"Steward," to 
rutoaU 



33 



35 



b/ her Adrica. 



36 Daarn.back] 



40 



42 



He promiaaa, for 
her aake, to come 
b«d( home aa BooQ 
18 he call. 



43 HlaiHfo^UM 
Kmpraaa, 



47 



anbmita to his 
will. 



She will be as 
true to htm as the 
49 tartle-dore to iu 
mate. 



50 



54 



5G Tlie Emperor 
starts for the 
L L,* &C Holy Land. 



142 JKRESLAUS'S WIFE. HIS BROTHER TRIES TO OORRUPT HIS WIFE. 



(9) 
Deaf E83 The sorwe of herte / and cheei* of heuynesse^ 
grieves yraafciy Which this good lady at his departynge 

Made / the book* nat can telle or expresse ; 
Wherfore / of fat haue I no knowlechynge ; 
Eek* kepe I nat / the belle of sorwe out rynge, 
Thogfi pat I kneew wel euery circumstance 
Of hii* wo / & hir* heuy contenance. 

(10) 

IT But whan this Emperour was thus agoon, 
His brothirs herte was so eleuat 
And so prowd / pat by wigfit ne sette he noon ; 
Him self f oigat he / for his hy estat ; 
The pore & simple folk / this potestat 
Oppressid sore / and dide hem greet duresse ; 
aiid roiM the rich. The riche / he robbid eek* of hir richesse. 



57 



Hit broUier geU 
pruQd, 



oppresMe tlie 
poor. 



Worse stni, 



he plnns and 
strives 



to earrj ont a 
greater crime; 



bnt a woman's No 
•topehfan. 



[leaf 28, back] 
This Steward or 
Seneechal tries to 
make the Empreet 
lie with him. 



She refuses, 



(11) 

And yit this wikkid man / this Seneschal, 
Meeued was werse / and to fulfill it / thogfite ; 
he dide his migtit / and his peyne total, 
And alle weyes / serchid he & sogfite, 
And to brynge it aboute he faste wroghte ; 
Al-thogli he faillid / at preef and assay, 
He was knyt vp / witJi a wommanly nay. 

(12) 

He day by day lay / on this Emperice* 

To make hii' vn-to him flesshly consente ; 

U But shee answerde / " it wer^ ouer greet vice 

To me / if I ther-to myn herte bente. 

Nay, brothir, nay / god woot, I neuere it mente, 



61 



63 



64 



68 



70 



71 



75 



77 



78 



82 



^ thomas . . Thomas kaye the sonne of thonias kay . . Thom- 
mas Kaye the sone of Thommas Kaye . . Thomas Kaye the sonne 
. . 8 hus ' [in a later hand in the mai^gin]. 

' In a later hand, at top : ' be it konge vnto all men be thes 
present Wiyting.* 
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Ne neueie shal / I truste in goddes grace ; 

Yee goon wrong / yee mis-chosen han your place. 84 

(13) 

" In al your lyf / yee neuere, ne noon othir^ 85 

Shal make me consente to fat synna 
ifor shame, fy / ]yat yee, my lordes brothir, 
And whom fat he rig&t feithful trust hath Inne, 
Sholde any swich tale / to me begynne, 89 

Which wei' ageyn his / and your honestee, 
And myn / ))at am his wyf*, wel knowen yee. 

(14; 

" A treewe wyf / I lyue wole & dye ; 
his wole I be / to whom fat I am bownde 
Whyle he lyueth and I / withouten lye ; 
Trustith wel / it noon othir shal be fownde.'* 
But for al this / at euery tyme & stownde 
be stired hire / whan he fond hir soul, 
Vn-to this deede vicious and foul. 

(15) 

And whan shee sy / shee mighte haue no reste, — 99 

Nat wolde he stynte of his iniquitee, — 

Shee aftir three / or foure / of the grottesto 

Of al thempire sente / and thus spak« shee : 

H '' Sires / the cause / pat hath meeued me 

fibr yow to sende / is this / as I shal seyn, 

Of which / I sore encombred am / certeyn : 

(16) 

" yee woot wel / }at my lord the Empcrour, 

In his absence / hath maad me principal 

Of thempire / and his brothir gouemour 

And Steward vndir me / for to rule al, 

With this addiciofi / fat be nat shal 110 

Wirke / my Conseil and assent ynhad : 

This was my lordes wil / and thus he bad ; 112 



tnd reproAchM 
htm tor hit 
treadiMry to hit 
brother. 



91 whoM wifii tiM it. 



92 ShtwiUbea 
tnM wife to her 
hubftod. 



96 Bat ttni thit iMMl 
Steward ariget Iter 
toTlee. 

98. 



nt«rs9] 



TheBrnprtta 
•ends for 8 or 4 
Magnatea, 



103 and teUa them 



105 



106 that the Bmpefor 
made her Chief 
of the Empire, 

and hit brother 
Steward, to mte 



bjheradrkt. 



144 JBRESLAUS'S WIFE. SHE HAS HER BROTHER-IN-LAW IMPRISONED. 



(17) 



Bat the Steward 
has opprett and 
robd, 

and tried to do 
wone to her. 



113 



The Magnates 
most imprlaon 



117 



119 



neafS9.bark] 
and fetter hliu. 



" And nathelees / the poore he hath oppressid, 
And robbid ryche folk* / yee woot, I trowe ; 
And werse thyng / which shal nat been expressid 
As now / he wolde han doon / my self it knowe ; 
Wherfore / vp-on the feith / which }at ye owe 
To my lord / and on his part^ I yow charge 
Euprisone him / let him nat goon at laige ; ^ 

(18) 
ffottreth him faste " / and they answerden thus : 120 
U *^ Ma dame / he hath doon many a wikkid deede 
Syn our lord wente / it wel knowe is to vs. 
To your commandement / as we moot neede / 
We wole obeie / but withoute dreede 
yee muste in this / warranto vs and allowe, 
Lest our lord / whan he comth / vs disallowe.** 



124 



126 



(19) 



U "What, Sires," quod shoe / " doutith yow rigfit noght; 
ffor if my lord kneew / as mochil as I, 128 

That he hath doon / sholde be deere boght 



shewiu sundby \)at I yow charge / wole I stande by." 
So the Magnates They made anoon areest on his body, 
imprison and la And iu-to prisou / they him threew & caste, 

And fettred him in yren bondes faste, 



131 



133 



When he hears 
the Bmperor is 
coming home, 



(20) 
Whei' he abood / til fat word comen was, 134 

How fat the Empcrour was hoom comynge. 
Thanne he thus thoghte / ** how shal I doon / alias, 
Now knowe shal my lord, by enquerynge, 
The verray cause of myn enprisonynge, 138 



* liater, at foot : 


ti — 


8 


— d 






1 — 


10 
> 9 


— 2 

— 4 








8 


4 
10 


84 


[1 crost thro* for 2] 


2 


2 


100 


S* to to SuTTima totalis 


42 


10 





JERRSLAUS'S W1PB. HER BROTHER-IN-LAW BEQ8 HER FORGIVENESS. 145 



Wherthorgli, his grace / I vttirly shal leese, 
Or per cas / my lyf / I ne shal nat cheese ; 

(21) 
'' In feith if I may / it shal nat be so." 
A messager / as blyue ordeyned he, 
And made him / to the Emperice go. 
And byseeche hii* / of hir hy[e] bontee, 
Syn shee had ay been of hir grace free, 
pat shee so mochil grace / wolde him do. 
As come / and speke a word wtt^ him or two. 

(22) 
U Vn-to the dore / of his prison / shee cam ; 
Withouten danger / shee ther-to obeide : 
'* What is your wil," quod shee / " lo, heei* I am.** 
He lookid pitously // and meekly preide,^ 
** O gracious lady / reewe on me,** he seide ; 
" If fat my lord me fynde heei^ in prison. 
My deeth wole it been, & confusion. 

(23) 
" My gentil lady / what shal yow profyte 
To do me of a mescheuous deeth sterue f 
If fat I lyue may / wole I me qwyte 
Treewely to yow / and your thank disserue. 
What yow list me commande / I wole obserue, 
And do as humblely as any man 
pat in this world lyueth / do may or can." 

(24) 
And shee anoon rig^t, meeucd of pitee, 
Seide / " if [fat] I wiste fat of thy folic 
Thow stynte woldest, & amende thee 
Hena-foorth / and thee vn-to vertu applie, 
My grace wolde I nat to thee denye.'' 
He seide and swoor / al fat he cowde swere, 
Amende he wolde / and wel aftir him here. 

^ Later, at itide : 'hyghte . . Thomas . . bee.* 
HOCCLEVE, M. P. — II. 



140 



141 



145 



147 



148 



ClMfSO] 

be tends to tlie 
Empreee, 



and begs 1mi^ 



to come and epeek 
to him. 



She 



1 52 He pnjt her 
to frftjr bim. 



154 



155 Whet good 11 hit 
deeth do her? 



If ehell epere 
him, he'll repay 
hM end deaerve 
1 e Q bw mercy. 



161 



162 ^nr80,bM^k] 

site Mjt that if 
■he can be eure 
he'll amend. 



1 66 ehell pardon bIm. 
He ewears be wllL 

168 



146 ZXII. JERBSLAUS'S WIFE. SHE FREES HER FALSE BBOTHBR-IK-LAW. 



Alas, •!!• tniaU 
him. 



(25) 

U noble lady / symple and Innocent, 169 

Trustjnge vp-on his ooth and his promesse, 

fful wo is me / for thy wo consequent ! 

Qften happith / wommannes tendrenesse 

Tometh hii' vn-to harm / and to duresse : 1 73 

This Emperice fond it so by preef, 

Whom }at forsworn man / greet harm dide, & greef. 1 75 



(26) 

This man shee took* out of the prison hous, 
And made him batbid been, and fresshly shaue, 
And dide him clothe in clothes precious, 
And a fressb Courser / eek* shee made him haue, 
And seide, " now, brothir / so god yow saue ! 
and bids htm ride Taklth youF hors / and ryde foorth vrith me 
the Bmperor. Toward my lord " / and foorth w/t/i hii* rood he. 



mU bim free, 



clothes htm, 

pats him on a 
steed. 



176 



180 



182 



(27) 



Deaf SI] 

As thej ride, 
a hart starts, 

and every man 
rushe* after it. 



183 



The Emprem is 
left alone with 
the Steward. 



And as they riden / right in the hy way* 

Ny a fforeste / an hert before hem ran : 

Ther nas but " ryde on, ryde / and hay, dogge, hay ! ** 

Eu^ man dooth his peyne / in what he can, 

The hert to sue / ther lefi^ no man 187 

WiHi this good lady / sauf this wikkid wight, 

This Steward / which brak* al )Kit he had hight 189 



(This linppend 
long ago.) 



(28) 

U Par auenture / men wole han m^ruaiH, 
That damoisele / wtt^ hii' had shee noon : 
No force of ^ai / the book* withouten faitt 
Makith no mynde / as mochil as of oon ; 
This chaunce shoop / many a yeer agoon ; 
That tyme par cas / was no swich array 
As pat in sundry Contrees is this day. 



190 



194 



196 



* Later, at top : * within . . from eve dep.* 



JSRBSLAU8*8 WIFE. 8HB SHUNS HER fiBOTHER-IN-LAW's PROPOSALfi. 1 47 



(29) 

Whan this knyg&t sy / ther was noon but they two, 197 

To themperice / he seide in this maneere : 

** It is ago fem / syn I spak* yow to 

Of lone / come on now, my lady deere» 

With me / in-to this priuee foreste heere, 201 

That y of yow / may haue my talent I 

Now shal be doon / fat I longe haue ment" 203 



HeMktbar 



to emne Into the 
forest and yield 
to liU deeirt. 



(30) 

U ** What, fool / took I thee nat out of prison), 
No lengei^ hens / than 3ristirday," quod shee, 
In trust and hope / of thy correccion), 
As thow swoor / and behightest vn-to me ; 
And now to thy folie and nycetee 
Ketoume woldest thow / nay, doutelees 
It shal nat be / stynte and holde thy pees ! 

(31) 

" Ther neueie shal man / do with me )>at deede, 
Sauf my lord themperour / which fat of right 
Licenced is ther-to / o, god forbeede, 
pat by myn honestee / sette I so light ! 
Peyne thee nat ther-to / for in thy might 
Shal it nat be / thy vril for to p«?rfourme ; 
By no way wole I me ther-to confourme." 

(32) 



204 CleufSl.beck] 
She reprcMcbee 



208 



210 bide htm hold 
lib tongue. 



211 



215 



217 and absolutely 
nftiseehim. 



And he answerde / and spak* vnreuerently : 

" But if fat thow / consente wilt to me 

In this foreste / as swythe right wole y 

Hange thee by thyn heer / vp-on a tree, 

Wher no wight shal thee fynde / and so," qiiod he, 222 

Of wikkid deeth / thow sterae shalt & die ; 

Truste on noon help at al, ne remedie." 224 

L 2 



218 He dedans that 
If she won't gire 
liertelftohim. 



hell bang her on 
a tree by her hair, 



to etanre and die. 



148 JBRESLAUS'S WIFE. SHB IS 8TRIPT AND HANOD UP BY BEH HAIB. 



CiMfss] 

She Monis his 
threats. 



He RhAll never 
Waive her alive. 



The Steward 
stripe the Empreat 
to her smock, 
hani(8 her on an 
oak hy ber liair. 



and ridea off, 
the tyrant. 



Tlien he lies to 
his men, 



and says that 
the Rmprens wns 
lairried off by 
force fh>m lihn. 



Clear St, back] 
Liar, stinking 
adulterer, 



traitor. 



(33) 

II " By thy manaces / sette I nat a rayte," 
Shee seide / '*of hem haue I no dreede at al. 
Thogh thow me thretne / myn heed of to smyte. 
And do me what torment thow canst / I shal 
Thee weme ay ^ot / this for answei' final 
Take if thee list / for, to pat poynt me dryue, 
Thow neuei'o shalt / whyles I am on lyue. 

(34) 

** Thow woost wel / in effect / thus seide I ecr." 
He strypid hii* anoon / left al delay, 
Vn-to hir smok / and heng hii* by hii^ heer 
Vp-on an ook* / and by hii*, hir palfray 
He stonde leet / and foorth on deuel wny 
Eood this tirant / this man malicious, 
This cruel-herted man enuenymous. 

(35) 

And whan he had liis felawshipe atake. 

He bleew and blustred / and made heuy cheere ; 

And a strong lesyng* / he gan to hem make ; 

He seide, "alios / fat I nere on my beore, 

So wo is me / for fat my lordes feere. 

My lady, is me reft / by force of men." 

God yeue him sorwe // and aH swicho [Amen] ! 

(36) 

U O false lyei* / o thow cofre and cheste* 
Of vnclennesse / o stynkynge Aduoutour 
In wil, seye I / and willy to inceste ; 
false man to god / and thow traitoor 
To thy lord and brothir, the Emperour ; 
O enemy to wyfly chastitee, 
And in thy wirkes f ul of crueltee ; 



225 



229 



231 



232 



2.36 



238 



239 



243 



245 



246 



250 



050 



* Later, at top : * false Iyer.* 



XXU. JERESLAUS'S WIPE. SHE IS SEEN IN THE OAK BT AM EABL. 149 

(37) 

^ cuTsid feendlj wrecche / why hast thow 253 diTiUahimiflhi 

Deceyued & betrayed Innocence t 

What wilt thow seye / & how wilt thow looke, how, 

Whan thow comeat / to thy Lordes presence. 

And art opposid by his excellence, 257 

How ^ot it with bis lady bath betid[de]t 

I am sear / pat the trouthe sbal been [hidde]. 259 

(38) 
ffor as wel as ^t to tliy conpaignie 260 

Thow lyedist / whan thow hem ouertook* / 

As lowde wilt thow / vn-to thy lord lye, yo«Ti lie to yocr 

I woot wel / and wtt^ bolde face and look*. 
Nathelees / of this tretith nat the book* ; 264 

WherforS to my tale wole I go, 
Of this lady / and foorth teU of hir wo. 266 

(39) 
% Whan }at shee so had hanged dayes three,^ 267 {vmt ss] 
By ^t forests* / rood ther on huntynge 

An £rl / ^t was of a strange contree ; An But, whu* 

Befom whos howndes was a fox rennynge. 
And they aftir it blyue folewynge ; 271 

And as pat they ran / they hadden a sent 
Of the Lidy / and thidir be they went ; 273 

(40) 
And there as shee beeng / they stood at a bay. 274 
This Erl, of pat meruaillynge him greetly, mm um smprew 

Thidir him hyeth / in al pat he may ; <Mk. 

And whan he hire / there hangynge sy. 
He seidg / " womman / what art thow, & why 278 
Hangest thow in this wyse vp-on the tree 1 " 
^ " A strange womman / sire, am I " / quod shee, 280 

^ Jjater, at top : ' Wh . . Bentamen . . . benefold . . Beniamin 
. . Beiiee e e e e.* At side: 'Thomas, I haue my hertili co- 
mended vuto you of du . . . ' 



150 ZZII. JBRESLAUS'S WIFE IS GOVERNESS TO THE BARL's DAUGHTER. 



(41) 

" Of fer[re] parties / how in-to this place 281 

She won't teUbim I cam / god woot" / shee wolde by no way 
Deskeuere wliat shee was / ne what fallace 
Was doon to hire / cloos she kepte hire ay, 
And tolde nat o word of hire af&ay. 285 

Than axed hire the £rl / " whos hors is this 
pat by thee standith 1 " // quod shee, " myn it is ; 



. »> 



[l«»r 88, back] 



The Earl pities 
her. 



and often to Aree 
htr 



(42) 

Wherby the Erl anoon right vndirstood 

pat it noon othir wyse mighte be, 

But shee sum gentil womman was of blood ; 

And in his herte / routhe of hire had he, 

And seide to hire / " if it lyke thee, 

Vn-to my wil / thee confourme and enclyne / 

Deliure wole I thee / out of thy pyne. 



288 



292 



294 



if ihe'H be hli 

daughter's 

governess. 



(43) 

" Lo, this I meene / this is myn entente ; 
A yong doghtir / haue I in soothfastnesse. 
Of which I wolde / if pat thee list assente, 
Thow tooke on thee to be gouemeresse. 
And teche hire / as longith to a Maistresse 
pat Lordes children ban in gouernaitt ; 
And wel wole I thee qwyte thy trauaiH ; 



295 



299 



301 



She agrees, 
is taken down, 



(44) 



(< 



Myn entente is pat / and othir right noon." 
U " Sire," quod shee / gladly wole I obeye 
To yow in pat " / and shee was take anoon 
Doun fro the tree / & shortly for to seye, 

goes to the Earl's With him to his Castel / shee rood hir weye ; 

and ukes charge And of the chyld / shee tooke the gouemance, 
Which torned hire aftir to greet nusance. 



302 



306 



308 



XXII. JERESLAUS'S WIFE. A REJECTED LOVER PLOTS AGAINST HER. 151 



[lMfS4] 

Slie deep* with 
the diild In Um 
Saii'a room. 



313 



316 



316 TheEarl'a 

Steward wants to 
li« with h«r. 



(45) 
Shoe wtt^ this yong chyld in the Chambre lay^ 309 
£u^ nyglit / wber lay therl and the Contesse, 
Betwixt whos beddes brente a lampe alway ; 
And wel beloued / for hire hy goodnesse, 
Of eueiy wight was / bothe more and lesse. 
This Emperice / til ypK)n a nyght, 
Giltlees, hir good loos / refte a wikkid wight 

(46) 
11 Ther was a Styward / in this Erles boos, 
pat to hire ofte had spoke of flesshly loue ; 
To whom seide ay this lady gracious, 
** Maad haue I an avow to god aboue, 
Loueres alle / fro myn herte shoue» 320 

Sauf oonly him / whom, of goddes precept, 
To Loue / I holde am / and pat shal be kept 322 

(47) 
** I truste in god / myn herte shal nat change 323 sbt refoMs him. 

ffro jHJt, whil my lyf shal soioume in me." 
H " / wilt thow so / wilt thow make it so strange ; 
Wilt thow noon othir wyse do," qtiod he. 
IT " pat I seid haue / I wole holde," quod sliee. 327 
And whan he sy / noon othir remedie, 
He wroothly wente / out of hir conpaignie. 329 HerMoUestobe 



(48) 
And fro thens foorth / conpassid in hb wit,^ 
How to be venged / vp-on hire, & wroken. 
IF And on a nyglit / vnhappyly shoop it, 
Left was the Erles Chambre dore vnstokeu ; 
To which he com / and fond it was nat loken. 



330 ClMfHback] 
revenged on tier. 



334 



^ Later scribble at top and side : ' o . . of . . of the saide saide 
. . of the saide . . . 4,000,000,000 . . 278231459 ... as .. of the 
Of . . 8y . . 400,000,000 . . 29,000,000/ 

' Later letters often scribbled in margins : D, h, y, a, w, n h 
n, and ' myn . . . And for . . . where . . . hyL* 



152 XXII. JERSSIiAUS's WIFE. 8HB IS WRONGLY A0CU8BD OF MURDER. 



Tlie SUwMrd 
staaU into ber 
bedroom. 



eau the thro«t of 
the Eari'B oliild, 



tnd pate the 
bloody knifii Into 
the sleeping 
Emprese's hand. 



ClatfSS] 



TheCoonteea 
the knife. 



wakee the EkrI, 



who thinks the 
Emprees guilty. 



Later, at top 



And theefly in staal / this wikkid persone, 
Where as he fond hem slepynge euerjchone. 

(49) 
And he espyde / by the lampes light, 
The bed / where aa fat lay the Emperice 
With therles doghtir / and as blyue right 
This feendly man his purposid malice 
Thoghte for to fulfill and accompb'ce ; 
And so he dide / a long knyf he out drow, 
And ther-with-al / the mayden chyld he slow. 

(50) 
Hir throte with fat knyf / on two he kntte ; 
And as this Emperice / lay slepynge, 
In-to hire hand / this bloody knyf he putte, 
ffor men sholde haue noon othir demynge, 
But shee had gilty been / of this murdrynge. 
And whan fat he / had wroght this cursidnesse, 
Anoon out of the Chambre / he gan him dresse. 

(51) 
^ The Contesse aftir / of hir sleep awakid,^ 
To themperices bed gan caste hir look*, 
And sy the bloody knyf in hire bond nakid. 
And for the fere / shee tremblid and qwook* 
And rogged on hir lord / and him awook*, 
Preyynge him / to the bed he looke wolde, 
And there a meruaillous thyng / seen he sholde. 

(52) 
IT Whan he was wel awakid of his sleep, 
He lookid ther-to / as shee him besoghte. 
And it byheeld / and of it took* good keep, 
And of fat meschief / him sore forthoghte 
Demynge fat this cursid deede wroghte 
This Emperice / as fat it was ful lyk* 
To been / and vp he threew tin heuy syk*, 

aud iD margin : ' The Ck>ntes8e . . dan (f ) . . . H . . pr . 



336 



337 



341 



343 



344 



348 



350 



351 



355 



357 



358 



362 



364 



JBimLADS's WIFB. HBR DEATH DKVANDED BT THE COUNTESS. 153 

(53) 

And hire awook* / and thus to hire he crydo, 365 

** Womman ! what is pat in thjn hand I see f 

What hast thow doon, womnian 1 for him bat dyde, and mcom* hw 

of the murder. 

What wikldd spirit / hath trauaillid thee t " 

And as soone / as pat adawid was shee, 369 

The knyf fil out of hire hond in the hed[de], 

And shee hyheeld the clothes al bjhled[de] / 371 

(54) 

And the chyld deed 5 " Alias ! " shee cryde, "alias ! * [i«irss, bMk] 

How may this be / god woot al / I noot how ; 373 

I am nat pryuee to this heuy cas ; sim tow* th* 

rvn .t. /-riiii im didn't kill Um 

The gilt IS nat myn / I the chyld nat slow. ohUd. 

To which spak* the contesse / " what seist thow t 376 
Excnse the nat / thow icaist nat seyn nay ; 
The knyf al bloody / in thyn hand I say." 378 

(55) 

And thus / vn-to hir lord / shee cryde anoon : 379 

" Slee this cursid f eend / bat onr chyld hath slayn ! The coant«M 

' ' •' dMiMuida that Um 

Lat hire no lengere [now] on lyue goon ! KmprcM shau 

b« •lain. 

pat y neoere had hire seen / wolde I f ol fayn, 

But or shee heer cam / pat shee had be flayn ! 383 

ffor 80 greet wo / cam neuere to myn herte : 

Slee hire as blyue / lat nat hire asterte ! " 385 

(56) 

Al-thpgh pat shee were in this cas vengeable, 386 

ffor causes two / me thynkith it smal vice, (And rarvij 

Shee was in pat in partie excusable : ju»utud hn 

% Oon is / shee wende / fat the Emperice 

Hire chyld had slayn of purposid malice ; 300 

And so it seemed / as by liklyhede, 

Al be it / ^t nat were it so in dede. 392 

^ Scribbles of letters at top and iu margin : ' H . . Hn . . f . . 
the loh, HH, yyyy yy, hhhhh, hh, hb, uon ny non, 
hb, a.' 



inthU. 



154 XXII. JERBSLAUS'S WIFE IS TURND OUT OF THE EARL's CASTLB. 



No love Is M 

moUMr's f<Mr btr 
child} 



and for her boa- 
band, we nuuTiod 
men maj My.) 



Tlie Earl says 
he'll not kiU the 
Empreea. 



He set her free. 



and In retara 
•he's kild hU 
daughter. 



[leaf 36, back] 
She must gto, 



or else be slain. 



The Empree* 
•peaks uo word. 



(57) 
pat othir cause / as woot eu^y man : 393 

In [al] the world / so louyuge tendrenesse 
Is noon / as is the loue of u womman 
To hir chyld namely / & as I gesse, 
To hire housbonde also / where-of / witnesse 397 

We weddid men may here / if fat vs lyke, 
And so byhoueth / a thank* vs to pyke. 399 

(58) 
^ Now foorth / how the erl to themperice him hadde. 
And how fat he gouerned pat mateere, 401 

Herkneth / with heuy cheere & wordes sadde, 
To hire he spak* / and seide in this maneere : 403 

" Womman / wit^ my swerd / slee wolde I thee heere, 
Sauf for awe of god / at whos reuerence 
pat deede wole I putte in abstinence. 406 

(59) 
'* Thow haue shalt for me noon harm at al ; 407 

But whoHso truBtith on the curtesie 
Of thee / ful soone he deceyued be shaL 
Whan pat thow were / on a tree hangid hye, 
Where as thow likly haddest been to dye, 411 

Thow woost wel / ther-from I deliured thee, 
And with my Doghtres deeth / thow qwit hast me ! 413 

(60) 
" Vnkynde womman / walke on foorth thy way ; 414 
Hye thee hens / and neuere see my face ; 
fFor if fat I / heere-aftir thee see may, — 
Outhir in this / or eny othir place 
Of my lordshipe / — thow noon othir grace 4 1 8 

Shalt ban / but die a deeth ful viUenous, 
Thow wikkid womman, fals and traiterous ! 420 

(61) 
This Innocent lady / no word ageyn 421 

Spak* / for shee spoken had ynow befom. 



XXII. JERESLAUS'S WIFB LEAVES THE CASTLE, AND SAVES A THIEF. 155 



Excnsynge hiitf / but, al was in vejn ; 

£for whan ^t shoe had al y-seyd and sworn, 

Shee with the £rl and his W3rf / was doon born ; 

And sikirly / where as ^t no credence 

May been had / wysdam conseillith silence. 

(62) 

H What leeue pat shee took* / ne woot I nat, 
Or ^t shee fro fat place was y-went ; — 
The booke maketh no mencion of that ; — 
But hire palfray / shee hire self hath hent, 
And so foorth roode toward the orient 
O £inperice / our lord god gye thee, 
ffor yit thee foiwith more aduersitee.^ 

(63) 

As shee rood, on hir right hand / shee espyde 
A galwe tree / to which men a theef ledde. 
Hanged to been / and to hire horses syde 
The spore gooth / shee faste hire thidir spedde, 
ffor verray routhe hir thoghte hire herte bledde. 
And to the Officers / meekly shee preide 
In this wyse / and right thus shee to hem seide : 

(64) 



— I»«r flrrt 9%i 
w«rt In vain — 



425 



427 



428 



but ummbU Iwr 
432 MidridMoff: 



434 



435 



Cl6ttfS73 



She MM a thief 
ltd to Um gallows. 



439 



441 



442 



'* Sires, if yow list / this mannes lyf saue 

I reedy am / to yeue yow good meede." 

IT " We wole wel," quod they / " what shul we haue t 

What lykith yow / for his lyf vs to beede t 

Paieth therfore wel / and yee shul speede." 446 

They of the paiement / accordid were ; 

Shee paide / and this man / foorth shee took* wiiJi here, ^th he? *" 



bays him of his 
KOArds, 



^ Id margin, in a later hand : 

Of aiie thingea that I can fynde, 

Hope dothe help the carefnit myn<f , quod Carter. 



At foot : 



8 

20 

10 

9 

89 



2 
4 

T 
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The rescued Tlilef 
promises to serve 
tlie Empress 
faithftiUjr. 



[learS7,bw:k] 

She sends him 
to find an Inn 
In a City, 



and tlien lives 
Uiere. 



She is courted 
in vuin by many 
lovers. 



19 



6 



455 



456 



(65) 
" Be to me treewe" / now qttod shee, " my freend, 449 
Syn fro thy deeth / deliared haue y thee." 
IF " Yis, certes, lady / elles to the feend, 
Body and soule bytake y," seide he ; 
" Noon othir woldo I / for al cristienteey 453 

Been vn-to yow " / and foorth shee rood hir way. 
And on his foot / this man hire folwith ay,^ 

(66) 
Til fat they drow / vn-to a Citee ny,^ 
Whidir befom / shee bad him for to go 
And take hire In / so fat shee honestly 
Mighte Inned been / and he dide right so. 
And taried nat his lady longe fro, 
But ageyn hire / as blyne right this man, 
To brynge hire thidir / faste wente & ran. 

(67) 
Shee cam in-to hir In / and abood there 
Dayes dyuerse / for hire ese and reste ; 
And in the Citee / fame wydewhere 
Sprang / how a lady / the womanlyeste 
Of cheere / port / shap / and eek* the fairoste 
That any wight beholde mighte or see. 
Was come / and Inned hire in the Citee. 

(68) 
Many a lusty man / in loues art 
Expert and sotil / drow hem to hir<^ In, 
Weenynge ban geten fat / of which no part 

^ At foot, later : li s d 

1—10 — 2 
9 — 4 



460 



462 



463 



467 



469 



470 



Bumma totalis 39" 6d 
' In margin, in a later hand : 
Thys ys lohn Hanook ys boko, ho so cuer saye naye, 
the deuyll of hell here Thomas Carter awaye ! 
Know cr thow knyt, and then thow mayst slake ; (see p. 124) 
Iff thow knyt [MS, kynt] er thow know, then hyt y<i to late. 
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8h« i» plamiant 
with htr lovera. 



481 bat nothf ntr more. 



484 



How ■illj it l« 
of men to My 
that wouMtt caii'i 
be constant 



Tliey gete kowde / for noon art ne gyn. 

To thententes corrupt / pat they were In, 474 

Shee wolJe for no thyng / bowe & enclyue ; 

Hire hertes Castel / kowde they nat myne. 476 

(69) 
As fer as the boundes of honestee^ 477 [Imtssj 

Bequeren / shee made hem disport and cheore ; 
But passynge it / for al liir sotiltee, 
ffor profre of meede / ne for faire preyeere, 
Shee change nolde hir vertuous maneere ; 
The lessons fat they in Ouyde had red, 
Halp hem right noght / they wenten thens vnsped. 483 

(70) 
If 0. yee pat seyn / wommen be variant, 
And can nat sad been / if they been assaillid f 
Tee been ful vnkonnynge and ignorant, 
And of the soothe / foule yce han faillid ; 
Constance is vn-to wommanhode entaillid ; 
Out of fat fee / they nat be dryue may ; 
Swich hir nature is / thogh sum men seyn nay, 

(71) 
They stidefast been / as for as y woot. 

But it be / wher they take han a purpos 

pat naght is / which, be it neuere so hoot, 

They change / lest it hurte mighte hir loos, 

And keepen it secree / couert & cloos, 

Vnexecut / thogh of hem nat a fewe 

The reuers doon / what / the feend is a shrewe. 

(72) 
Let al this passe / ther cam to the port 
Of this Citee / a ship with marchandyse 
Charged / where-of hir man made report 
To his lady / shee bad him in al wyse 
Go tliidir, and see / and him wel auyse 502 

^ At top, later : A nanni a A a nunni A nnnui k k k ('). 



488 



490 



491 



Thffj only ehunge 
a porpoM when 
it miglit Imrt 
tlMir repotatioQ. 



495 



497 



498 Oaf 38, back] 



A m«rrhant^tp 
ooinea. 



Rite tend* to 
know 



158 ZXII. JERBSLAUS'S WIFE ASKS THE 8HIPMAN TO SHOW HIS GOODS. 



what*! on botrd 
of it 



What thyng the]>in was / & word hoom hire brynge, 



Her man (the 
TlileO fliids rich 
■tnfh. 



andtakeethe 
Shipman 



CleafSQ] 
to the Empress. 



She Mki him to 
bring his dotlii 
to her. 



He afjrecSf 



but tempts her 
tliief'senant. 



504 



505 



509 



511 



512 



Withoute any delay or taryynge. 

(73) 

He thidir wente / & clothes precious, 
Amonges othir thynges / there he fond ; 
ffol ryche was the stuf, and plenteuous, 
Of the ship / and the maistir, by the hond 
he took / and seide / " ga we to the lond, 
[Vn]To my ladyes In / shee wolde bye, 
If ^t yow list / sum of your marchandie." 

(74) 

If '' I wole gladly *' / seide the Shipman ; 
And to the ladyes In / they bothe two 
Goon / but before dressith him hir man, 
And reported hire / as him oghte do, 
What he had in the ship seen / and ther-to, 
That the Shipman was comen / he hir tolde, 
Axynge hire / if shee wtt^ him speke wolde. 

(75) 

IT " Yis," quod shee / " let him in come, I the preye." 
He entred / and vn-to him thus spak shee : 520 

IF '* Sire / yee han in your ship heere, y seye, 
Dyuerse precious clothes / and if yee 
Wolden some of hem brynge hidir to me. 
As fat we mighte accorde, wolde y paye 
In honde / and nat your paiement delaya" 

(76) 
IF ** Ma dame, I graute," he seide / and took* his leeue ; 
And with him / hir seruant to the ship wente, 527 
To whom / the shipman by the way gan meeue : 
IF ** fifreend, I am set / on a certein entente, 
Yn-to the whiche / if fat thow wilt assente, 530 

And do thy deuer / and my Conseil hyde, 
That thow me kneew / thow blisse shalt the tyde. 532 



516 



518 



523 



525 
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(77) 

'* 0, may I tniste / may I truste in theet 

Thow helpe me maist / and no wight but thow. 

If thow wOt 80 / in this necessitee, 

Gold and siluer wole I thee yeue ynow." 

IT " Yis," quod this seruant, ** that I make avow 

To god / if ^t it in my power lye, 

Myn help to thee / ne wole y nat denye. 



533 



537 Her thief-wrrant 
tignw to take th« 
Sbipiuan's bribe, 

539 



(78) 

'* K thow heere-aftir / fjrnde fat I gabbe, 
Of my promesse / thanne dokke me ; 
I neucre was yit / of my tonge a labbe ; 
t>ai thyng / pat me told is in priuetee, 
Keepe I can wel / be in noon aweertee, 
But anoon to me telle out al thy gole, 
ffor tree we and trusty / be to thee y wole." 

(79) 

H " Grant mercy," seide the Shipman ; " I-wis, 

Now feele I confort / now dar y by wreye 

To thee myn h^rtes secree / which is this : 

Swich excellence of beautee is, y seye, 

In thy lady / pat but if thow purueye 

ffor me / pat y hir loue may obteene, 

fful shorte shuln my dayes been / y wecne." 



540 [leafSO^bMk] 



544 



546 *nd rows to be 
true tobim. 



547 



551 



553 



The Shipman 
aaye be moat 
get hold of the 
Empree«. 



(80) 

If Quod this seruant / ** looke how y may profyte 
In this, let see / and me sette in the way 
How y shal do / and so shal y me qwyte, 
pat y thy thank / disserue shal for ay ; 
Al shal be doon right to thyn owne pay ; 
Telle on / how wilt thow fat I me goueme." 
The Shipman seide / '' and pat 1 wole as yeme : 



554 Her servant 



558 pv^cmiMa to bdp 
him. 



560 



IGO XXII. JERESLAUS'S WIFE. THE SHIPMAN's PLOT TO ENTRAP HSR. 



ClMfiO] 

Tlie Mrvant U 
to Bay that the 
EmpreM must 
come to the ship 
to see the olotlia. 



(81) 

IT " On my behalue / to thy lady weende, 561 

And to hire seye / fat in no maneere, 

Clothes out of my ship may I hire seende ; 

If hir good lust be, in my ship appeere, 

Shee shal seen what hir list / with ful good cheere ; 565 

But out of my ship / wole y nothyng selle : 

Right euene thus / vn-to hir seye and telle ; 567 



He fniut briiiK 
her when the 
wind's fair for 
leaving port. 



(82) 



" But of thyng / thow must thee wel auyse, 
Good heede ther-of take / and nat ne faitt, — 
Be thow wel waar / in al maneere wyse 
pat the wynd thanne / be good, hens to saiH ; 
Al pat thow doost elles / may nat auaiH ; 
flfor lede hire hoom / wole y to my contree : 
Lo, this is al / fat y desire of thee.'* 



— 568 



572 



674 



(83) 

£fhl sooth is seid / the fals and coueitous 575 

Been soone accordid / alias ! this onhede 

Synful shal be / wikkid and treecherous. 

O / Empe?ice / god the gye and lede ! 

Thow haast, or this, had trouble greet & drcde, 579 

And yit a sharp storm is vn-to thee shape ; 

But, thankid be god / al thow shalt eschape. 581 



[laaf 40, back j 



The man eweart 
he'U do this. 



(84 

IT Now to purpos / than seide this seruant 582 

To the Shipman / " come of, yeue me meede, 

fifor heere y swere / and make couenaunt, 

This shal be doon / haue there-of no dreede." 

He had[de], y not what / the deuel him speede 586 

fifor his labour / to be doon in this caas ; 

And to his lady / dressith he his paas. 588 



XXII. JE11BSLAUS*8 WIFE. SHE IS TAKEN ABOARD THE SHIP. IGI 

(85) 
He tolde hire / how the Shipman wolde naght 589 hm* thiar-Mrruit 

tcUs htr 

Deliure clothes / out of his vessel ; 

But if it Ijkid hire / to bye[D] aght / 

Thidir shee muste come / and he f ul wel tbt mtwt r> (o 

Um Blitp to bttJT 

With hire wolde do / shee kneew no del 593 

Of the treson / purposid twixt hem two, 

And seide / ^ in goddes name / it shal be do ; 595 

(86) 
'' I reedy am to go / whan fat j shal, 596 su 

Syn fat thow seist / it may noon othir be, 
But outhir moot y goon / or leuen aL 
Let vs go thidir as swythe," quod shee. 
% "A I nay, madame / it may nat be " / seide he, 600 
*' Swich occupaciotfn hath he this day, 
That he vn-to yow / nat entende may. 602 

(87) 
** Ma dame / vs muste abyden his leisir ; 603 [iMf 4i] 

There-on I wole awayte bysyly ; 
And whan tyme is / yee shuln han your pleisir. 
Often vp-on him awayte moot y, Htwidt«tm 

To wite and knowe / wel and redily,^ 607 

The tyme / whan we shal vs thidir dresse : 
Ma dame / for yow / this best is, y gesse." 609 

(88) 

This humble lamb / this lady Innocent, 610 

Of al this treson no notice hauynge, 

Seide / " as fat thow doost / holde y me content." 

Thus hir seruant delayed hir goynge 

Til pat the wynd wel stood / the ship to brynge 614 th« wind it oir 

Out of the port / and thidir he hir spedde, and uim ukM 

And yxt in haaste, he to the ship hire ledde. 616 ^ *« p- 

' Lat«r scribble in margin : After my most . . . Thomas, you be a 
good samener (?)... thorn . . This bilt made the . . . b 11 . . . ShL 

HOCCLEVE, M.P. — II. M 
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The Shipraan 

MiUoflTwithtlM 

EropraM. 



[iMfit.baek] 

anddenuinds to 
lie witli her. 



She refuses. 



He threatem to 
throw her hito 
the 



She temporixet. 



and aaks him to 
make a prirnte 
mom for tliero. 



(89) 

Whan shee withy n the Shipbord entred waB, 617 

Yp gooth the sail / to the top of the mast 

Hira man, of purpos / lefte on londe / alias. 

Quod Shee / " nat was y waar of this forcast ; " 

And ther-with-al / out to weepe shee brast, 621 

And seide, *' what tieson / doost thow, Shipman, 

To me 1 " IT " nay," quod be, " no treson / womman, 



(90) 



624 



" Nat meene I, but thus / lo / thus wole I do, 

fflesshly the kuowe / and aftir wedde thee." 

IT ** A vow," quod shee / " maad haue I god vn-to, 

pat neuere so / shal ther man do to me, 

ffor thyng in this world / outake oonly he 628 

To whom y am y-bownden to / and^ knyt; 

The labour is in vein / to speke of it." 630 

(91) 

% " Keepe in thy wordes / womman, I thee rede," 031 

Quod he / " considere and tliynke wel, fat thow 

Of thy lyf standist in peril and drode, 

ffor in middes of the See been we now. 

To me conforme / it shal be for thy prow, 635 

Elles in-to the See wole I thee caste ; 

Truste me wel / so wole y do as fasto." 637 

(92) 

IT " Now wel," quod shee / " syn y may nat asterte 638 

My deeth / but y your entente fulfille, 

Al-thogh it be greetly ageyn myn herte i 

Yit rather than ^t yee me sle or kille, 

Wole y assente / so it be your wille, 642 

In the ende of the ship / for to ordeyne 

An honest place / and pryuee / for vs tweync. 644 



^ MS. and and. 
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645 



649 



651 



656 



658 



(93) 

'* It is nat / as I hope / your entente^ 
In open sigllte of folk / do with me so : 
Hard were it make me / ther-to consente, 
fibr fai / a greet encrees were of my wo ; 
Yit leuer were it me / my lyf forgo. 
A pryuee place, as I seide / parueye 
£for vs / ^t folk see nat / how we foleye." 

(94) 

H He in the ship / where as was his plesance, 
A place ordeyned / curtyned aboate, 
In-to the which / with heuy contenance, 
Whyles he speek* with his meynee wtV/oute, 
Shee entred hath / and anoon gan to loute 
To god / right on hir knees she hir prayeere 
Made / as I to yow shal rehercen heere : 

(95) 

H ** god, our Lord, Ihe^, our Saueour, 

f>ai fro my youthe / haast kept me to this day, 

Corteys Ihe^u / me keepe now this hour 

ffrom al polluciofi / so pat y may, 

With herte cleene / in this woful affray. 

My soule yilde to thy deitee ; 

Mercyful lord / of this byseeche y thee ! " 

(96) 
Nat endid was hire orison vnnethes, 
But swich a tempest / arooe in the See, 
pat the ship brast / and there took hire dcthes 
They pat ther in weren / the hool meynee, 
Sauf oonly this maistir shipman / and shee : 
By oon of the hordes / shee faste hire heeld. 
Which from hire deeth was hire deffense & sheeld, 672 

^ In margin, later scribble : A nanny . . A nunn . . hon . . 
In the . . In the . . In the . . In. 

M 2 



[iMr4S] 

He CMinot meiui 
to force her before 
hUmen. 



652 TlieShlpnun 

ntukee a eurtaind 
room. 



659 The Kmp r e w 
prajatoOodio 



save har from 
liuUatioa. 



663 



665 



666 ClMf <>> bark] 

A tempeet iplite 
the ahip In two. 



All the ereir 
perish, but the 
670 aiid the Slilproan. 



164 XXII. JERESLAU8*S WIFE ENTERS A KCNNERT. HBAL8 THE SICK. 



The Empreu !• 
c irried Mfely to 
Und. 

Tlie Shipnum !• 
•Iso saved. 



(97) 
And brogllte hire vp / vn-to the land sauflj. 
To an othir boid / this maister shipman 
Eek claf / and was sauf / this fil wondiil j : 
Many maistries our lord god do can ; 
And ^at this lady, this noble womman 
Was sauf / this maistir shipman kneew no deel, 
Ne shee / fai he foiiuned had so weel. 

(98) 

IT Of this shipman / speke y no more as now ; 
TheBinpreeiigoee But this lady / vu-to a Nonncrie 

pat was but there faste by / hir drow, 
Wher the ladyes / of hir conpaignie 
Were ful glad, & of hir genterie 
Koceyued hire / al thogh fat no notice 
They haddc / of hire estat of Emperice. 



into « Nunnerj, 



[leftfiS] 



and, bj Ood'e 
ffmoe, lieals eiok 
folk. 



Hercnraed 
broUieMu-lnw 



la now a leper. 



(99) 

And there abood shee / a long tyroes space 

In holy lyf / and vertuous clennesse ; 

Vn-to whom god yaf / and shoop swich a grace, 

pat shee kowde hele folk* of hir seeknesse, 

What so it were / and thidir gan hem dresse 

ffrom euery part / and euery Contree, 

They fat felten any infirmitee.^ 

(100) 
Than shoop it / he fat to the Emperour 
Was brothir / which this lady on a tree 
By hire heer vp heeng / fat cursid traitour, 
MiroMT of malice and iniquitee, 
As foul a leepre was / as mighte be : 
Lo, thogh god him / to wreke a whyle abyde, 
The fals and wikkid, qwytith he sum tyde. 



673 



677 



679 



680 



684 



686 



687 



691 



693 



694 



698 



700 



* Later scribble in m&rgin : • Righte welle . . Robarte . . Ro- 
barte . . ff hrramm.' 
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(101) 

The kn jglit eek which the Erles dogbtir slow — 

The Emperice & shee / bothe sleepjnge, 

As I before told haue / vn-to yow — 

Was blynd and deef / and also the tremblynge 

Of palesie / sore gan him wrynge : 

No force how sore / swich a wreeche smerte, 

That to wommen / so cruel is of herte. 



701 The fiilM knight 
who kild th« 
Barr* daaglit«r 



705 



707 



ia blind, drnt, 
Mid pabttd. 



(102) 

U The theef / which to the maistir of the ship 
Betrayed themperice, his lady, als 
f&om* harm ne greef / kowde nat make a skip — 
God sheelde he sholde / he ^t was so fals 
To hire / pat from the roop[e] kepte his hab-^ 
Potagre and gowty / & halt he was eek*, 
And was in othir sundry wyse seek*. 



708 [lMf4S,bMk] 
ni« thfef«err«nt 



712 



7U 



Uffootyand 



(103) 

H The Shipman had also the franesie, 

pat "with this Emperice / hadde ment 

ffoliillid lus fool last of adaoatrie, 

Which was in him / fill hoot and f ol feruent : 

See how all hem / ^t to this Innocent, 

This noble lady / had y-doon greuance, 

Our lord god qwitte / wtt^ strooke of vengeance. 



715 Th« Sliiimuui 

hMtbtfrMUJ. 



719 



721 



(104) 

U Yee men, whoe vsage is, wommen to greeue, 
And falsely deceyue hem and bytraye, 
No wondir is / thogh yee mis happe & cheeue : 
€rod qwyte yow wole / and your wages paye 
In swich [e] wyse / pat it yow shal atfraye. 
Let goddes wreches hens-foorth yow miroure, 
ffor, but if yee do / yee shul bye it soure. 



722 God'i vragwiiet 
fUli on deodvwfl 



726 



728 



166 XXII. JBR.'S WIFE. HER FALSE BROTnER-IK-LAW COMES TO HER. 



flThen the Ein> 
peror hMira of the 
Holy Woman 



vrho henli idl 
•iokneHM, 



(106) 

H Now to the Emperour, tome wole y, 
Which, whan he herde / fat in an Ahbeye 
Of Nonnes / was a womrTian so holy, 
And ther-to so konnynge, he heTd[c] seye, 
That voide kowde shee / and dryue aweye 
Seeknesses aH / of what kynde or nature 
They weren / and hem hele wel & cure, 



729 



733 



735 



(106) 
im bids his leproot Right thus vn-to his brothir seide he tho : 

brotlier go with m » . * i # « 

hiiii to h«r, '* To this holy womnian / best is pai we, 

As faste as we may make vs reedy, go, 
Syn, so good / and so gracious is shee, 

and K«t cured. pat of thy leepre / shee may cure thee." 

This was assentid / they hem haaste & bye 
In what they may / vn-to fat Nonnerie. 



736 



740 



742 



The AbbMs and 
CoiiTent meet 
tlir Emperor, 



(107) 

Knowen vn-to thabbesse & hir Couent 
How )>at the Emperour / was ny comynge, 
Ageyn him in processiofi / am they went, 
Hir seruice ful deuoutly syngynge, 
And dide al / )>at was to swich cas longynge. 
And whan he in thabbeye was alight. 
Thus of thabbesse / he axid anoon right : 



743 



747 



749 



(108) 

[leaf 44, back] **Is ther any swich womman in this hous, 750 

As f oikes hele can of hir seeknesse ) 
Men seyn, heere is a womman merueillous : 
Slial it be fownden soo '* / he seide, " Abbesse 1 " 
and tell him they If And sheo (luswerde / " Sire, in soothfastnesse 754 
rni^Ld ^wen ^ A good wommau / dwellynge is / w»U vs heere, 

Which in vertu / we knowen noon hir peere." 756 
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(109) 

She dide hir come anoon / to his presence ; 
But with hir veil / hir face hid had shee, 
To been vnknowe / and dide him reae)*enoe, 
As longid vn-to his hy Dignitee. 
And right as blyue / of hint axid he, 
" Can yee my brothir / of his maladie 
Of leepre, cure, and of meselriet 

(110) 

" If fat yee can / now teti on, y yow preye, 
ffor your labour / ful wel qwyte wole y." 
But or )»at shee / aght wolde answere & seye, 
She caste hir look about[en] / and there sy 
The Emperoures brothir stande by, 
Iktt leepre was / and eek* tho othir three 
pat had hir doon so greet aduersitee. 



757 Th« BmpreM 
oooMB vtild to 
UMBmptror, 



761 



763 



764 



768 



770 



(111) 

That is to seyn / the knyght, theef, and shipman ; 771 

And thanne shee spak* / and seide in this wyse : 

** Sir6 / noon ))at is heere, y cure can ; 

I may nat take vp-on me fat empryse — 

Thereto may nat my konnynge souffyse — 775 

But if )>at they / an open shrif te make 

Of hire offenses dirke & synnes blake." 777 

(112) 



H To his brothir / than spak* this Emperour : 

** Among ail vs / thee openly confesse ; 

Spare nat to deskeuere thjn errour, 

Syn fat thow ther-by / maist, of thy seeknesse 

Cured be / telle out al thy wikkidnesse ; 782 

Be nat abassht / it manly is to synne, ' ^ SSSurTAc*!** 

But feendly is / longe lye ther-ynne." 784 



lilalvproos 
broUi«r, 



Ctoaftf] 

and 1i«r other 
UirM betrayort, 

anduyishe 
oaanoi curt tlMtn 



anIeM tht j eon< 
fisM their aint. 



778 Tlw Emperor bids 
hU broUier ooo- 
hltgnUt. 



^ Later, above this : lohn. 






168 ZZII. JERBSLAUS'S WIFE. THE EMPEBOR's BROTHER TRICKS HIH. 



The Brotlier 

nuUtMaiham 

ccmfeMion, 



bat not of his 
•ill ftfralnet tbt 
EmpreM. 



[lMf45,bMk] 



Shenyththat 
not made ftiU 
tlirift. 



The Brother then 
•aye he can't do 
it nnleea the Em- 
peror '11 fiwgiTt 
him. 



(113) 

ffor forme / a confession made he, 
Swich as it was / but how the Emperioe, 
his lordes wyf / he heeng vp-on a tree 
By hire heer / tolde he nat / fat cursid vice, 
ffor tome it sholde him / in-to preiadice 
And harm also / deskeue^'e kepte he noght, 
Yit aftirward / he ther-to was y-broght 



785 



789 



791 



(114) 

Whan fat his lewde shrifte was y-do, 792 

" Sire," qttod shee / " laboure y sholde in veyn, 

K aght I leide / your brothir vn-to, 

ffor he maad haath / noon hool[e] shrifte, ne pleyn." 

H This Emperour vn-to him spak* ageyn : 796 

" Woost thow nat weel / thow art a foul mesel 1 

Telle out, let see / shryue thee cleene and wel, 798 

(115) 
" Or truste me weel / for pat encheson) 799 

Thow voide shalt / out of my conpaignie." 
H " Lord ** he seide / " but if your pardofi 
Tee me promette / I dar nat specifie 
word of my gilt / I yow mercy crye." 803 

H Quod tbemperour / " what, haast thow agilt me 1 " 
U " Certes, right greeuously / my lord," seide he. 805 

(116) 
H " Now," qwod the Empe?*our / " and haast thow so 1 " 
And of the Emperice / he thoghte nat, 807 

But weenynge / shee many a day ago, 
Deed had been / seide / " what offense is that) 

810 



The EmpMrorpro- Be nat aferd / but teH on plein & plat, 

mleea to pardoo 

him, ffor what so fat it be / y foryeue al ; 



Truste wel / fat y seye, y holde shaL*'* 



812 



^ Later scribble at foot, c 1500, ' p«r me wyllyam . . per me 
me wyllyam Hopkins.' 
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(117) 

Ther-with, al was his brothir herted wee! : 
Al how the Emperice had he betrayed, 
Ikfore hem att / he tolde out euerydeel ; 
Where-of / the Emperour was sore afiiayed. 
His brothres reward / had nat been vnpayed, 
Nad promesse of the Emp<;}*0Qr him bownde 
To pordofl / for which wo was him )>at stowiide ; 

(118) 
Ahnoost he was / out of him self certeyn ; — 
So seith the book* / and pat was no meruaitt. 
What lord is fat / if swich a word sodeyn 
To hhn cam of his wyf / whos gouemaitt 
Was hires lyk* / but ny to sholde him faitt 
his wit and his good disposicion) 
£for the sodeyn wof ul impression) t 

(119) 
fibr falle anoon sholde in his remembrance 
Hir vertuous manere and wommanhede, 
hir beautee / shap / good cheere & daUance : 
Al this considered / witbouten drede, 
Out of the weye of ioie / him wolde lede, 
The mis / of so vertuous a p^rsone ; 
And yit nat for pat encheson) allonef ^ 

(120) 
But also the vnkyndely tresofi 
Of his brothir / pat him to him had qwit 
So falsely / me thynkith by reson) 
Stike right ny / vn-to his herte oghte it, 
And causen him / ful many an heuy fit ; 
But nathelees / wit axith, & prudence, 
Al thyng ^t fallith / take in pacience. 



813 



l\mt4B] 

Th« Erapcror** 
brother oontoMM 
hia dn agaiiMl Um 



817 



819 



820 TiM Bra|Nft»r is 

ftlOKWtterill* 

lUmMlf, 



824 



826 



827 nmcmbtriivhto 
wilb't vlfftQt and 
bMoty, 



831 



833 



834 [u*f4«.bMk] 



■ad hit brotlMT't 
oniMtoimll 



838 



840 



* Later scribble in margin : 'apindlye (?) Rslm . . Rv 2 (?) bo that . . he that 
ray . . he that in youth no verke will vse, all . . thoroaa . . ddcn . . god . . y, d, 
UdMc.c>..d..d..y daye . And . . iii j D . . hud . . h . . m, m.* 
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Tlie Bmpsror 
ourtM hU brother, 



and Mid he'd 



(121) 

H Now to my purpos / tliemperoMr tho spak* 
To his brothir / and thus he to him seide : 
" Thow cursid wrecche / thow demoniak* ! 
\)at our lord god / which for vs alle deide, 
The strook of his vengeance / vp-on thee leide. 
No wondir is / had y this befom wist, 
Thy body sholde han the grownd swept & kist ; 

(122) 



paniMh him 
•Imrply if lie 
hudu't pnuniitt 
to forgive hhn. 



** And ther-to eek / as sharp[e] punisshement 
As fat dyuyse ther kowde any wigfet, 
Thow sholdest han y-preeued by the sent ; 
But holde wole y / fat y thee haue hight." 
Then the Knight ^ And thauue coufesse him / began the knyght 
\)at the Erles doghtir slow / " as shee sleep," — 
lo, thus he seide / takith now good keep^ — 

(123) 

[leaf 47] IF " Notico uoou,*' seide he, ** ne knowlechynge 
haue y of fat lady / ne who it is, 
confeMee tiiet hu £ut as my lord the Erl rood on huntynge 
fuuii'd a \m\j ' In a foreste ones / wel woot y this, 
ilai'r. "* ^ *' A fair lady he fond hangynge Iwis 
On a tree by hire heer / and of pitee 
And routhe meeued / hire adoun took* he, 

(124) 

" And to his Castel / with him hire he ladde, 
And the charge / bytook* to hire, and cure. 
To keepe a yong Doghtir / which fat he hadde, 
Hire to teche and to lerne norture. 
But to me shoop ther / a mis-auenture ; 
The Knigiit tried I bisycd me / to haue by hire leyn ; 

And al my labour / ydil was and veyn. 



and pnt her In 
charge of liie 
diiugiuer. 



841 



845 



847 



848 



852 



854 



855 



859 



861 



862 



866 



868 



^ lAter, at foot : 'Thomas Onslor . . . moste.' 
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873 



875 



(126) 
" flTor any craft / pat enere kowde y do, 869 

To me shee wolde assente by no way ; 
I kowde in no wyse / biynge hire ther-to ; 
biro answers was euere oon / & tbat was ' nay/ 
Wbicb was notbyng / vn-to my lust and pay ; 
Wberfore meued was y, nat a lyte, 
But ful greetly / and hire y thogllte qwyte,^ 

(126) 
" And in hir bed / as sbee lay on a nygbt, 
This yonge maide / and sbee sleepynge faste, 
I kilde the chyld / and tber-with, foorth-riglit 
The bloody knyf / in-to the hand y thraste 
Of the lady / for pat men sholde caste 880 

And suppose / bow pat no wigbt but shee 
Mig&te of this slagbtre and murdre gilty be, 882 

(127) 
** And thens / my lord maade hire voyde anoon ; 883 
But wher shee becam / am y nat priuee ; ^ 
God woot / fat knowleche / haue y ther-of noon." 
IF Than spak* the theef / ** y noot whom meene yee, 
But a lady of excellent beautee 887 

Allone and soul / cam by the way rydyngo, 
Whan for my gilt / y led was to hangynge ; 

(128) 
** And whan pat this lady benigne & good, 
Had hir look toward me cast, and espyed 
fitrom a-fer / in what mescheef pat y stood, 
biro herte anoon / of pitee was applyed, 
Me to socoure and helpe / and hath hire hyed 
Vn-to the place / wher deed sholde y be. 
And payde for my lyf / and saued me ; 

^ In margin, by a later hand, e. 1500 : 

' of all good thing«9 the worlde brought forth, 
a faithefull frende ys thinge moste worthe ' . . . 

'gonemor.' (later still) '! shall the ihynges the world brought 
forth • . . . * y • . . . * H. Pershc * (?) » ' lay ' (Utcr, at side). 



And wbMslM 



876 Clear 47. iMck] 



h« kild ttM Eari's 
ehild, and put t4i« 
blondy knife In 
ttM Lady's hand. 



and tba waa wot 

awaj. 



Than ttia Thief- 
aarvant co af mt n 



889 



890 how tlia Lady 



894 



896 



hfan 
frooi daath 
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[iMlftfj 



And li« betrayd 
\wr to a lecherous 
Shipnuui, who 
Mild off with her. 



The Shipmin 
eoofeeeee that 
be did eo. 



but « storm 



(129) 

" And aftirward, I, as a fals traitour 897 

Agejn hir gentillesse and hy bontee, 

To a shipman / which was a foul lecchour, 

Betrayed hire / and to his Con tree 

him shoop lede hire / this man delaaee, 901 

And fer in-to the See y saw he7H saiit ; 

But what fil aftir / woot y nat sanz faiR." 903 

(130) 

IF " Swich a fair lady, certein y receyued 904 

In-to my ship " / seide the Shipman tho, 

** And thoghte hane hire deffbulid & deceyned 

Amiddes the See / but shee preide so 

To god / Jat my desyr was y put fro ; 908 

I mighte nat acheeue my purpoos. 

Whan shee had preid / an hidous storm aroos, 910 

(131) 

** And shortly / of this for to speke and telle, 91 1 

The wynd ful sore / in the sail bleew & ha^ 

And the wawes began to bolne & swells, 

And our taklynge brast / and the ship claf 

In two / of seurtee loste y ny the staf ; 915 

Vndir the watir / wenten euerychone ; 

My self except / knowe I no sauf persone. 917 

(132) 

" By a bord of the ship, heeld y me faste ; 918 

And as pat my fortune shoop pat tyde. 
The wawes me sauf vp-on the land caste." 
IF This Emperice list no lengere hydo 
The Bmprese says What bat shee was / but spak* / and sumdel cryde 922 

ihefottrgullty ' ' , \ ' , "^ 

men are now * On hy / and to hem seide in this maneere : 

clean shrlren. • -i i aaj 

" Now been yee cleene shryuen / freendes deere ; 924 



cUvt his ship, 



and he alone 



[leaf 48, back] 



escaped to land. 



^ In margin, later : ' John bo . . b b.' 
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173 



(133) 

*' Now sbul yee f^ haae of me medecyne." 925 

Shee dide hue art / ^ helid euerj wig&t 

Of his seeknesse / & Yoidid al his pyne ; 

And from hire heed / shee hath hir veil y-plight, 

And hem hir face shewid anoon rig&t 929 

And as swythe / as the Emperour hir sy, 

pat shee his wyf was / kneew he verraily ; 931 

(134) 

And wit/toute delay / to hire he sterte, 932 

And hire embraced in his armes tweyne, 

And kiste hire often / with vnfeyned herte ; 

But fro weepynge / he kowde him nat restreyne, 

Tliogh it nat causid were of greef & peyne, 936 

Bat of the inward ioie which pat stownde 

He took*, by-cause he had his wyfe y-fownde. 938 

(135) 

IT O / many a wrecche is in this lond, y weene / 939 

))at thogh his wyf lengere had been him fro, 

No kos / but if it had been of the spleene, 

Shee sholde ban had / & forthermore also, 

ffyndynge of hire / had been to him but wo, 9-13 

fTor him wolde ban thoght fat swich a fyndynge, 

To los sholde ban him tomed, and harmynge. 945 

(136) 

No force of pat / my tale I now thus eende : 946 

Hoom vn-to his Paleys this Emperour 

And his good lady themperice weende, 

And lyueden in ioie and by honour 

Til ^t the tyme of deeth cam, and his hour, 950 

Which ^t no wig&t eschue may, ne flee ; 

And whan god list / also dye shul we. 952 



TlMlmpriM 
thraeorMtlM 

and UfUh«r veil. 



TIm Rnifwror 
•he's hU wilii. 



kimm h«r, ami 
w«ep« for joy. 



(Manj « wrttrh 
now wooltl b0 
•onry to find lits 
wUb again.) 



Th« Kniperor 
took hla wifit 
kooM, and th«7 
Uvd happltj ttU 
tbaydM. 



<Ex)iUnt fabnla be quainm Jimfet*ti\nct "giomann. 
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If J fViend came 



and lookt thro' 



(1) 

My f reend, aftir, I trowe, a wike or two 
That this tale endid was / hoom to me cam. 
And seide / ** Thomas / hastow almoost dol 
To see thy werk* / hidir comen y am." 
My tale anoon y fette / and he it nam 
In-to his hand / and it al oaersy ; 
And aftirward / he seide thus therby : 

(2) 



1 



8 



[leaf 49, back] If ** Thomss, it 18 wel vn-to my lykyng ; 
and then askt me But IS ther sght pat thow purposist seyo 

More on this talel " IF " nay, my freend / no tliyng." 

" Thomas / heere is a greet substance aweye : 

Where is the moralizynge / y yow preye, 12 

Bycome heere-of / was ther noon in the book* 

Out of the which / pat thow this tale took«1 " 14 



where the Mora- 

Ultllg WM. 



I'd nerer seen 
one. 



So mj (Hend 
went home, 



fetoht it, and left 
It with me. 



And f lit once 
£ngli»ht it in 
proee. 



(3) 

IF " No certes, f reend / ther-in ne was ther noon. 

" Sikirly, Thomas / there-of I meruaiH ; 

Hoom wole y walke / and retotime anoon ; 

Nat spare wole y / for so smal trauaiH, 

And looke in my book* / there y shal nat faiH 

To fynde it / of pat tale it is parcel, 

ffor y seen haue it ofte / & knowe it weL" 

(4) 
He cam ther-with / and it vn-to me redde, 
Leuynge it with me / & hoom wente ageyn ; 
And to this moralyzynge I me spedde, 
In prose wrytynge it / hoomly and pleyn, 
ffor he conseiUid me / do so / certeyn ; 
And lo / in this wyse and maneere it seith, 
Which to pat tale is good be knyt, in feith : 



15 



19 



21 



22 



26 



28 
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f l&ic (nctpit woralijacio* f^^o] 

This Emperour fai j spak* of aboue / is our lord Ihem Th« Emperor ts 
Cryst / his wjf / is the soole; Themp^roures brother. man; 
biothir is man / to whom god committed and bytook* InMrrbodj mnd 
the cure and the charge of his Empire / ^t is to seyn, 
of his body / & natheleee principally of the soule / but 
the wrecchid flessh ful often sythe stireth and excitith 
the soule vn-to synne / but the soule fat entiorly loueth 
god abouen alle thynges / makith euere resistence vn-to t»»« •«>» ««»»^ 
synne / and takith his mightes & powers / pat is to 
seye, reson / wil / intellect and conscience, & makith 
swich inobedient fles^h to the spirit, to been enprisoned 
in the prisofi of penance / ti! it obeye in all thynges to 
reson. IF Themperour, fat is to seye, Cryst, is to come 
to the synnere / & thanne the fles^ cr}'eth, axynge tii« Oeeh oriat 
grace / and as often as he hath mercy / he hath hope / 
& for trust & hope of mercy / the rather^ wole he synne. and then tim 
IF Ageyn swiche folk spekith holy scripture in this 
wyse: If "Accursid is or be Jot man pat synneth in ^u»Mictn» 
hope " / to which the soule is often sythe enclyned / in ui^. 
shee letith the flessh goon out of the prison of penance / 
shee wasshith & ponrgith the flessh of the ^filthes of p learso.bMk] 
synne / clothyngo it with goode vertues, & makynge it 
ascende / and wortli^ vp-on the steede of cbaritee / to 
ryde in good wirkes and deedes / pat it may meete with 
god in the holy day of Estren / but alias and wele- 
away / often sythe the synnere offendith and trespaceth 
by the way in fat holy tyme / where-of the hert ryaith / 
pat is to seyn, Delectacton of synne / and all the wittes 
rennen af tir synne / and the howndes / pat is to seyn, Tiie iioandi »r% 
the wikkid thoghtes, alway berken, & maken swich 
instigacio& / pat man, pat is to seyn, the flessh and the 
soule, been to-gidere left with-outen any vertu / and 



178 xziiL myw n> imaks n> dk. 

whc rthnr gt aB the viuca bj whidia the Mtile vexed 

waa,uidtnMUed. been infact vdJl d jnene eeeknesKs / 

H jre / bj the concapwcewc of jcn / hctfji^ / fay 

[I imTM, laid] detnccwn, *aad so foortfa / whedve the soale maj nat 

iE!n"n!rtrt'" openly ^ "e™ of Crj^ hir tpoww / til ^ alt the 

mdliivlir''™ wittM be conJeaaed opoilj / and thaiUM doatelMa tbe 

soule maj be led to the itm <d psadja, to which he n 

bijnge, }at starf for o«r ledcMpcaoa, anen. 

f ffipUcit msraliiatio. 



S; 



XXIIL 
& tnrtptt a» btiUutstnu scicnlii mart .. 
t^^Di.. Ctu/i Qomcs tontines nataxaiiiex scire lic: 
stfietant jt c' .. 

(1) 

>j yn all/! wen natarelly desyre 1 

L To konne / o. eterne sapience, 
' vninersel Prince / Lord & Syre, 
Auctour of Datura / in vhoe excellence 
Been hid alle tbe treaois of science, 5 

Makere of al / and ^t al seest & woost. 
This axe y thee / tbow lord of mig&tes moost, 7 

(2) 
Thy treaoT of wiedam / & tbe konnynge 8 

Of aeiiites /opne thow to mo, y preye, 
*--' " *hor-of / may haae a knowlechynge ; 
e eek mo / and rn-to me by-wreye — 
>«r of al science berst tbe keye — 1 2 

ntirea right' profowndo & greeto, 
;he / 7 feraently desire trete. 14 

(3) 
one myn / sauoure nat so bye, 1 a-inmrt*. 15 

wle / herkne / nnil y ahal teche thee 
^t xhal to tliy soiilo fructifie ; 
> 8i>lit« iiiatrrrs A (AiiUliiinihaiu US). 
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A choeen yifte shali^ ihow haue of me ; 

My lore / eteroel lyf shal to thee be, 19 wiadom uj% 

The dreede of god / which the begynnynge is ^ i|£{|^ ^ biginningor 

Of wifldam / shalt thow leme' / & it is this : dM^i. xri lo.) 

(4) 
" Now herkne a doctrine suhstancial, 22 sheni tMwh, 

H fi&ret, how Leme Dye / telle wole y ; i. how to kum to 

H The .^j.'* how fat a man lyue shal ; t. hov to Urt; 

^ The iij.** how a man sacramentally a. how to rmirt 

^ ' WiMlom; 

Keceyue me shal / wel and worthyly ; 26 

U The .iiy.*^ how with an herte cleene & pure 4. how to lot* 

That a man loue me shal and honure." 28 

(6) 
f " Tho thynges .ii^*.**^ good lord, haue y eu^re 5 DiMJiwiM 

Desired for to knowe / and hem to leere ; 30 

Yn-to myn herte ther is nothyng leuere ; 

A bettir thyng / can y nat wisshen heere ; 

But tellith me this / this fayn wdde y heers 33 

What may profy te the lore of dyynge, J^2J*ir**''~* ^ 

Syn deeth noon hauynge is / but a pr^'uynge 1 35 

(6) 
" ffor shee, man reueth of lyf the swetuesse." 36 n^f 5s>tMch] 

IT " Sone, the art to leme for to dye 5 stfkmtu i. Tb««rt to iMm 

Is to the soide an excellent swetnesse, 

To which y rede / thow thyn herte applie ; 

Ther is noon art / ^t man can specific 40 

So profitable / ne worthy to be u hMm thu an 

Preferred artes all / as ]>at is shee. 42 

(7) 
" To wite and knowe / pat man is mortel, 43 

It is commune / vn-to folkes alle ; 

pat man shal nat lyue ay heer / woot he wel ; 

No trust at al / may in his herte falle, 

That he eschape or flee may dethes galk, 47 

' shalt A, om. D. ' Icere A. 

N 2 
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Bnt fewe )iat can die / sbalt thov seen ; 

It is the jifte of god / beet ^t may been. 4 

(8) 
iihutenhwt " To letne f or to die / is to ban Af C 

whH dMik Bothe herta and aonle / redy hens to go, 

That whan deeth cometh / for to cacche hir pray, 

Man rypo be / the lyf to twynne fro, 

And hiie to take / and recejne also G 

Aa he that the comynge of his felawe 

Deeirith / and is tbeisof ' glad & fawe. S 

(9) 
PaTM] " Bat more barm is / fill many oon sbalt tbon fynde, 
leeth / maken no purneance ; 5 

I deeth for to bane in bir mynde ; 
I they bolden thc^t of encombranpe ; 
itnesse / sleetb swich remembrance ; C 

die / nat lemed han tbey, 
Id twynne / tbey wolde in no way. 6 

(10) 
hil of hit tyme / han deepended G 

BJtd foi^y / whan, Tnwaarly, deeth 
Ulith / and tbey nat amenJid, 
am hem byreae wynd and breeth, 
reedy fynt hem / Than sbee sleetb / G 
m tho soules miserable, 
'elle in peyne p«i<duTabIe. 7 

(11) 

de han ofle a bryilit put on tbfe, 7 

ith hire / led away ebee wolde, 

land of goddes mercy be. 

\* mochil / vn-to ^t lord holde, 

w wrappid were in synnes olile, 7 

lee / thy synnes now forsake, 

ay doctrine / tbow thee take ! 7 

■T-ot U A. ' rigtt A. 
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181 



(12) 



82 



84 



85 



89 



91 



92 



'* More to thee prufyte shal my lore 
Than chosen gold / or the hookes echone 
Of Philosophies / and for ^t the more 
Feruently / sholde it stire thy persone 
Vndir sensible ensaumple thee to one 
To god / and thee the bettre for to thewe, 
The luisterie of my lore / y shal the shewe.^ 

(13) 
" Beholde now^ the liknesse and figure * inward k 
Of a man dyynge and tolkyng with thee.** 
V The disciple, of fat speeche took* good core, 
And in his conceit / bysyly soghte he, 
And ther-with-al / considere Le gan, & see 
In him self put / the figture & liknesse 
Of a yong man of excellent faimesse, 

(14) 
Whom deeth so ny ransakid had, & soght, 
pal he withynne a whyle sholde dye. 
And for his soules helthe / had he right noght 
disposid / al vnreedy hens to hye 
Was he / and therfore he began to crye 
With lamentable vois / in this maneere, * 
)>at sorwe and pitee greet / was it to heere : * 

(15) 
IT ** Euvirond ban me, dethes waymentynges, JJ.S'Siwrair 
Sorwes of helle ban conpaced me ; **" °*^^ *"* 

Alias, etemel^ god ! .o. kyng of kynges, * Mem* 
Wher-to was y bom / in this world to be ; 
O. alias / why in my natiuitee 103 

^ In the ABhbamham MS the inside double-leaf of the next 

quire his been sewn up as the outside of the other, so that stan- 

sas 19-24 here come before stsnzaa 18-18. In like wise, stanzas 

25-80 here come in the Aihbnmh. MS. after stanzas 81-86 here. 

* In margin, later, T about 1600, 

Before thou pretend any evitt in thy harte, | qtMxl 
Remember the end! when thow shalt departe, i Cart^. 



78 DMf M» bMk] 



96 



98 



DiMipla 



Mppoat « djinir 
man UUu to lilm. 



a man who U noi 
rmajtordmih. 



ClMfU] 

'Thtpalnaof 
U«U oompaM nM. 
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Nadde I perushidl o, the begyimynge 

Of my Iji ma with ■orwe & witb weepynge, 105 

(16) 

"And now mjn ende comth / hena moot j go 106 

WiUi eorwe / wayljmge and greet henynesse. 
Dtk-t iniMiii O. deeth, thy mynde is fall of bittir wo ; 

Vn to an heite wont vn-to gladsMae, 

And norisahid in delicat Bwetnesae, 1 10 

k tanwt M >•> Horrible is thy presence / and f ol gieeoable 

To him ^ TODg is / strong ttnd prosperable. 1 1 3 

(II) 

" litjl woode J so soone tohanddd: 113 

cniel deeth / thy comynge a sodeyn ; 
ffol vnwaar was y / of thy theefly hreid ; 
Thow haast » in awByt / Tp-on me leyn ; 
Thy comynge vn-to me / was^ mcerteyn ; 1 17 

»« I WDM Thow haaat vp-on me stolen / and me bownde ; 
""'' Eschspe y jomj nat now / my 6iortel wownde. 119 

(18) 
(ktf Si, tvii] " Thow me witA thes diawist in yien cheynes, 120 
As a man dampned / wont is to be drave 
To his tonnent / ontntgeons been my peynes. 
A, now for sorwe / and fere of thee & awe, 
idj.kttwi^ With handes clig&t / y crye / and wolde fawe 121 
" Wite the place whidir for to flee ; 

Sut swich oon / fynde can y noon / no see.* 126 

(19) 
) on euery syde biayly, 137 

) is noon / help and confort been dede ; 
lorrible of deeth / sownynge becre y, 
1 me thns / which encressith my drede : 
Lye shalt / reson noon / ne kynrade, 131 

honr wu ra-to tne fdl — A. 

M OD with St. 31, p. 188 : ' Or sa an tiwa aliot oat of a 
B l«*f beine mispUcad. 
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ffrendshipe / gold / ne noon othir richesse 

May thee deliure / out of dethes duresse. 133 

(20) 
" ' Thyn eende is comen / comen is thjn eende, 134 MjmdUeonM. 
It is decreed / ther is no resistance.' 
lord god / shal y now die / and hennes weende t 
Whethir not changed may be this sentence ; Cwinot my Mnt- 

•not bt oluuiftd ^ 

O. lord, may it nat put been^ in suspense 1 ^tepotA. 138 

Shal y out of this world so soone go 1 

Alias / wole it noon othir be than so 1 ^ 140 

(21) 
*' O deeth, o deeth, greet is thy crueltee ! 141 [kar st] 

Thyn office al to sodeynly doost thow. 

Is ther no grace I lakkist thow pitee 1 o DmUi, bait 

Spare my youthe / of age rype ynow 144 

To dye / am y nat yit / spare me now !' » D»dd»'jwm: 
How cruel fat thow art / on me nat ky the 1 
Take me nat out of this world so swythe ! ** 147 

(22) 
V Whan the disciple this complaynte had herd, 148 
He thog&te al fat he spak* / nas but folic, 
And inthis wyse/^he hath^ him answerd: ^'•hathvatoA. TbaDMpi* 
II ''Thy wordes, freend / withouten any lye, 47ta«iiuui: 

pat thow haast but smal lerned / teetifie ; 1 52 

Euene to all / is dethes iugement ; 
ThurgK-out the world / strecchith hir paiement 154 

(23) 
" Deeth / fauorable is to no ^ maner wight ; »o«.ik>a. 155 *Vmth hu no 
To all / hir self / shee delith equally ; 
Shee dredith hem nat / fat been of greet might, 
Ne of the olde and yonge / hath no mercy ; mwcjoo ow or 

JOUIIf. 

' In margin, Uter, e. 1500 : 

Some deaarre or they detyer / and yett they lacke \ 

that they R«qayre ; f qtiod 

Some desyre or they desarve / and yett the[y] i CarUr. 
gayne whylltf oth«r stanre, ^ 



XXIQ. HTJV TO IZa^ fJ ISE. 

Tlie rj-che & poore {<&• «tik- outukTr ]39 

Al >^ Ijf berith / wiU, fair d^t a smtf.! l«l 

tok] *■ Ful lUBr a wi^ / in ymtLe tatia ibee. ICS 

k K And mail J 'an othir eet* in middil ag^ >-• ■« ^ i. 

And aome nai / tn thej r^t oUe be : 

Wendist Uiov ban been / at svidi aaaaUge 
>tTw )}at she« uat dozcte / ban pakd tliM tlij va^ ISfi 

Bat ooulj ban thee apared £ forbcm. 

And the pniphetes deid ban heer^iefoni 1 ' 168 

(25) 
V Tlian spak* tbymage / aaswerjngt in tbia vjae : 169 
i4 " Sootblf thow art an beny confoitoor ; 

Thow Tndirstandist me nat / aa tbe wyse : 
They fut continued ban in bir enaur, 



C( 
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(27) 
I keepe^ nat / pat y shal hennes twyne, »wen>eA. 183 n«f w] 
But of my dayes / I the harm bewaitt, 
ffruytlees past / sauf wtt/t bitter f my t of synne ; 
I wroghte in hem nothyng / Jat miglite auaiH '' <*w nothing 

To sooles helthe / y dide no traaaiH 187 hmiiu. 

To lyue wel / but leued to the staf 
Of worldly lustes / to hem y me gaf. 189 

(28) 
" The way of trouthe y lefte / & drow to wronge ; 190 
On me nat shoon the light of rightwisnesse ; 
The Sonne of intellect / nat in me spronge ; 

y am weery * of my wroght wikkidnesse ; > wttry am a. But i am wmrj 
y walkid haue, weyes of hardnease 194 

And of pmlicion / nat kowde y knowe 
The way of god / wikkid seed haue y sowe. 196 

(29) 
•* AllaSy what hath pryde profytid me, 197 Pruu and rWie* 

Or what am y bet / for riche richesse hepynge t 
AH they as a shadwe passid be, Il^Si^unStirt! 

And as a messager faste rennynge, S5 ^^JSSSSII a 'Sir. 
And also / as a ship fat is sayllynge '"*^ 
In the wawes / & floodes of the See, 
Whos kerfe nat fownden is / whan past is shee. 203 

(30) 
** Or as a brid / which in the eir ^t fleeth,* 204 [laar n, i»ck} 

No preef * fownde is / of the cours of his flight ; " wiSTn^STIi^ 

Ko man espie can it / ne it seeth, « waj a. 

* At top, in a later hand : " Post bellum auxilium : Ayde 
after the felde is alredy faaght" In margin : "fortune not 
favoring, thingw not wtt^wt highe consell and wisdom enter- 
prised, have a Teiy vnlaeky ende ; and oontrarie thinge* donne 
tememsly, yf she &yor, hare right prosperous cbannce / exam- 
ple, 'Sirenns persian, a Captain' / What I speeke lytthe in 
myne owen powre / but how so the things* as I do, shall ende or 
be taken, standethe in the pleasur of fortune & y* kinge." 



Saal with liiB wyngea / tiie wynd wfte & ligfil 
He betith / mA cuttith thBir> / by* the might 208 

0[ Bwiche BtiryngB / & foorth lie fleeth his way ; 
And tookne aftir ^t / no maa see Oier may. 210 

(31) 
,1 » Or as an arwe / shot out o( a bowe, 211 

TwynnetU the eir / wbich fat continueUy 
Agayn is dosyd / fai man may nat knowe 
Whew fat it paste / no wigBt the way ey : 
BigBt 80 / syn J«' y born wae / fare haue y 215 

ContinaeUy' / y «'/"'*'' ^"^ ^ ^' '^««'^^ 
Andtohieofverta/flhewidnooniiime. 217 

{32) 
..laacoiwiniedinn'y'^kidnesse; ^^'.^iSSSC. 

„__ hnne is / M 't ^^^ * WoUe-loke "P" ™^ *^ 

;h* / for his lightnegae, 

ilid ie, and broke •uomnv*- 

irynd waastith smoke, 222 

It but R day 

rth his way. 224 

>w in bittirnesse, 225 

if sorwe & wo ; 

in henynease, 
id dirke also. 

' may be so 229 

hadde, A strengthe, 

a dayefi* lengthe, 231 

ite han seen beforn, 232 
if no charge 
y haue it lorn ; 
}leew in my barge, 
nd leet goon at laige 236 



But now DmUi 
hMMiidaM. 
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Al loos the brydil of concupiscence, i «»▼• mm to 

And ageyn vertu / made y reeistence.^ 238 

(35) 
" My dayes I despente in vanity ; 239 

Noon heede y tooka of hem / but leet hem passe, 
Koihyng considerynge hir pTecioustee, 

Bat heeld my self free bom as a wylde asse i Md mywirM 

Of thaftirclap / insignte had no man lasse ; 243 

I ouer blynd was / y nat sy ne dredde, 
With what wo / deeth wolde haaste me to bedde. 245 

(36) 
" And now as fisshes been with hookes kag&t, 246 D^s », t»ek] 

And as pat briddes / been take in a snare, 
Deth hath me hent / eschape may y naght ; 
This ynwaar woful hour / me makith bare 
Of my custumed ioie / and my welfare ; 250 

The tyme is past / the tyme is goon for ay ; 
No man reuoke / or calle ageyn it may. 252 

(37) 
" So short was not the' tyme / pat is goon, »M^ 253 
But y, of goostly lucres / & wynnynges, ' «•!•»* ta*» 

bought iplritiul 

Aughte' haue in it purchaced many oon, *iiigiiu a. mMora^bat 

didnt. 

Exceedynge in value / ali: eerthly thynges 
Inconparablely / but to his wynges 257 

The tyme hath take him / & no purueance 
Ther0-in made I / my sotde to auance. 259 

(38) 
" Alias, I, caytif / for angwissh & sorwe, 260 n*>w i wmp biit«r 

My teeres trikelen / by my eheekes doun ; 
No salt watir / me needith begge or borwe ; 

' In margin, in a later hand : " He lyrethe eo moche the 

easier, who to delighted was Ysed neuer." At foot : *' Quod cftret 

altema requie, durablle non est. 

What thing restethe not now t then amonge, 
But still traveyleth, cannot endare longe." 

Below, in another hand : " Be ytt knowen vuto att men by these 

presentes that I, Wylliam WyUon) [?]." 
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XXlll. HOW TO LEARN TO DOS. 



and raoorn th« 
Um« I've kwt. 



[i««r59] 

wn.y did I pat 
olTiunradineiit? 



Why didn't 1 
lisratodltP 



Myn yen flowen now in greet foysoun ; 

Alias / this is a sharp conclnsiottn, 264 

Thogh y the tyme past / conpleyne & motime ; 

ffor al my care / wole it nat retot^me.^ 266 

(39) 
" my lord god / how laach and negligent^ 267 

Haue y been / why hane I put in delay 
And taryynge myn amendement 1 
Wher-to haue y dissumuled / welaway 
Alias / so many a fair and gracious day 271 

Haue y lost / & am* from me goon & roune, "Iwa. 
\>at mighte in hem / my soules helthe han wonne. 273 

(40) 
" Myn hertes woful waymentacions, 274 

Who can hem telle / who can hem expf'esse ? 
Now fallen on me accusacions 
Wondirly thikke / of my wroght wikkidnesse. 
In flesshly lust / and ydil bysynesse, 
Leet y* my dayes / dryue foorth and slippe, 
Ajid nat was beten / wtt/t penances whippe. 

(41) 
" Why sette y so myn herte in Vanitee 1 
O, why ne had y lemed for to die ? 
Why was y nat ferd of goddes maugree ? 
What eilid me / to bathe in swich folie ) 
Whj nadde reson / goten the maistiie 
Of me / why? for my spirit was rebel, 
And list nat yndirstonde / to do wel. 

^ At foot, in a later hand : " Love ys the occiipacyo» or busi- 

nes of ydell folkes, that have nothing eles to sette theiii solve 

on werke wtt^lle / Diogenes / Of wilde bestes, the backebyter 

is the worse ; Of tame bestes, the flaterer / Dio[geues]. " At 

side : " Beneficiom dando accepit, qoi digno dedit, 

Himself, by geving, receyveth a benefich^. 
Who gevetne to a person worthie to have yt" 

' In margin, in a later hand : ** Diogenes being a8ke<l what 

was the moost miserable thinge in this worlde, annswered, ' Au 

aged man in extreme pouertiee / ' " At foot : '* Yertuns and good 

men, the lyvelye and true ymoge of god / Diogenes." 



278 

« I tort A. 

280 

281 



285 



287 
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(42) 
<* 0, alle yee fai heere been present, 288 P^f », bMkj 

Yee bat floure in Youthes lusty grennesse, y« who flouuh 

* In yottr youth. 

And seen / how deeth / his bowe hath for me bent, 

And tyme couenable han / to redresse 

f>at jovae vnroly youthes wantonnesse 292 

Offendid hath / considereth my miserie, cajudd«r my 

' mlaery. 

The stormy seson / foiwith dayes merie. 294 

(43) 
" Let me be your ensaumple and your mirour, 295 Ltt me h« a 

*' ^ . warning U> you. 

Lest ye slippe in-to my plyt miserable. 

With Qod, despende of your youthe^ the flour ; > (Uyw a. 

If yee me folwe / in-to peril semblable, 

Yee entre shuln / to god yee yow enable ; 299 

In holy wirkes your tyme occupie, D" »»o»y ^^^ 

" ** " * whiW you've 

And whyle it tyme is / vices mortiGe. 301 tim*. 

(44) 
II " Alias, o yonthe / how art thow fro me slipt ! 302 
O. god eteme / y yn-to thee conpleyne " ^JJ^mT ' ^ 
The wrecchidnesses / in whiche' y am dipt ; 
Lost is my youthe / y smerte in euery veyne. My yoau* u UMt 

The gilt / ^it wrogllt hath my synfiil careyne. 306 
O youthe / thy firesshenesse and iolitee 
Hatith thy soothes / be told vn-to» thee.< 308 

(AK\ * to be told to A. 

<' No lust had y to doon as y was taght, 309 Dmt 64»i 

Ther-of had y right* greet desdeyn & hokir ;• » iw a. 

^ At foot, in a later hand : ** 11. Socrates being asked* ' by 
what meanes a man myght optaine an onnest name k fame, * To 
be,' quod he, ' A man in deede, as he desireth to be ' / " 

At side : "2. Socrates. Nothing owght to be desired of god 
in mennes prayers, but vnder this forme, and with thes wordes : 
' Snche thinges as bee good for as,' wttAowte any farther addy- 
oiotm." ... " Soeratea : The best aaoce in the worlde for meats 
is to be hnngrye." 

* At top, in a later hand : ' 2. Hokir, Lothesome ' . . . 

At foot : " 8. Socrates said that soche as hadde well broken 
themselTst to Tertaos Hying and temperate dyet, did perceyve 
* 'Mked' is crest thro', Memsonded' is written OTtr it 
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Myn yen flowea now in gre«t foyMnin; 
Alias / this is a sharp conclnsioun, 

t nwum ihi Thogfi J the tyme past / coupleyne & mounie ; 
ffor al my care / wole it nat retoume.* 
(39) 
[i«rH] " my lord god / how laach and negligent^ 

!ijr dirt I put HaUQ y been / why haue I put in delay 
And taryynge myn amendementl 
W her- to haue y dissu muled / welaivay 
Alias / BO many a fair and gracious day 
Haue y lost / & am^ from ma goon & rounc, 'i 
pat migbte in hem / my soules heltlte lian wonne 

(40) 
" Myn bertes woful waymenlacioiis, 
"Who can hem telle / vho can hem expi-ease 1 
Sovr fallen on me accusacions 
Wondirly thikke / of my wrog&t wikkidnesse. 
In flessbly lust / and ydil bysynesse, 
Leet y* my dayes / dryue foorth and slippe, • 1 1 
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(42) 
" 0, alle yee }ai beeie been present, 288 

Yea ^ flours in YouUies lusty grenuaase. 
And seen / how deeth / his bowe hatb for me bent, 
Ajid tyme coueoable ban / to redreese 
f>ai foure vnrulf jrouthes wantonneaae 292 

OSendiJ hath / considereth m; miBerie, < 

The stormy seson / folwitb dayes merie. 394 

(43) 
"Let me be your ensaumpleand yonr miiour, 295 ■ 

I.eBt ye slippe in-to my plyt miserable. 
With Ood, despende of your yonthe' the flour; ■<iiv«A. 
If yee me folwe / in-to peril semblable. 
Tee entre shnln / to god yee yow enable ; 299 

In holy wirkes your tyme occupie, i 

And whyle it tyme is / vices mortifle. 301 t 

(") 

V " Alias, youthe / bow art thow fro me dipt I 303 
O. god eteme / y vn-to thee conpleyne 'JIKSf'tS*!*'" 
The wTOcchidneaaes / in whiche' y am dipt ; 
Lost is my youthe / y smerte in enery veyne, i 

The gilt / ^it wrc^Ht hath my synful careync. 306 
O youthe /thy fresshenesse and iolitoe 
Hatith thy soothes / be told vn-to' thee.< 308 

(45) •u.'-tMu.A. 

" No lost had y to doon u y was tagbt, 309 

Ther-of had y right' greet desdeyn & hokir;* •hi*. 

* At foot, In a later hand : " 11. Socratei beinft Mked* ' hj 
wh&t munea ■ man mygbt optun* an oimeat name k funs, ' To 
htobe'/" 
to ba deiirtd of ^od 
d wilA tbss vorde* ; 
e uij rnrtfa«r sddj- 
,he worlda foi meali 

ithewme ' . . . 
I hadde well broken 
djet, did perceyre 
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and mourn th« 
Um« I've iMt. 



[leaf 59] 

Why dirt I put 
oir amendment? 



Why didn't 1 
learn to die? 



Myn yen flowen now in greet foysoun ; 

Alias / this is a sharp conclusiotm, 264 

Thogfe y the tyme past / conpleyne & motime ; 

ffor al my care / wole it nat retoume.^ 266 

(39) 
" my lord god / how laach and negligent^ 267 

Haue y been / why haue I put in delay 
And taryynge myn amendementi 
Wher-to haue y dissumuled / welaway 
Alias / so many a fair and gracious day 271 

Haue y lost / & am^ from me goon & ronne, »beA, 
pat mighte in hem / my soules helthe han wonne. 273 

(40) 
" Myn hertes woful waymentacions, 274 

Who can hem telle / who can hem expf'esse 1 
Xow fallen on me accusacions 
Wondirly thikke / of my wroght wikkidnesse. 
In flesshly lust / and ydil bysynesse, 
Leet y* my dayes / dryue foorth and slippe, 
And nat was beten / wtt/i penances whippe. 

(41) 
" Why sette y so myn herte in Vanitee 1 
O, why ne had y lemed for to die ) 
Why was y nat ferd of goddes maugree 1 
What eilid me / to bathe in swich folic 1 
Why nadde reson / goten the maistrie 
Of me / why? for my spirit was rebel, 
And list nat vndirstonde / to do wel. 

^ At foot, in a later hand : " Love 3^8 the occupacyon or busi- 

nes of ydell folkes, that have nothing eles to sette them selve 

on werke witA-alle / Diogenes / Of wilde bestes, the backebyter 

is the worse; Of tame bestes, the flaterer / I>io[geuc8]. " At 

side : " Beneficinm dando accepit, qoi digno dedit, 

Himself, by geying, receyreth a bene(ich«. 
Who gevethe to a person worthie to have yt" 

' In nuugin, in a later hand : ** Diogenes being asked what 

was the moost miserable thinge in this worlde, aunswered, ' An 

aged man in extreme pouertiee / ' " At foot : " Yertuns and good 

men, the lyvelye and true ymoge of god / Diogenes." 



278 

« I leet A. 

280 

281 



285 



287 
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(42) 
" 0, alle yee fai heere been present, 288 Omt », wk] 

Yee bat floure in Youthes lusty giennesse, Ye who fioaruh 

' In yottr youth. 

And seen / how deeth / his bowe hath for me bent, 

And tyme couenabie han / to redresse 

pat your0 vnroly youthes wantonnesse 292 

Offendid hath / considereth my miserie, ooiwkUr my 

The stormy seson / folwith dayes merie. 294 

(43) 
" Let me be your ensaumple and your mirour, 295 Ltt me h« a 

waruing to yoo. 

Lest ye slippe in-to my plyt miserable. 

With God, despende of your youthe^ the flour ; > (Uyw ▲. 

* 

If yee me folwe / in-to peril semblable, 

Yee entre shuln / to god yee yow enable ; 299 

In holy wirkes your tyme occupie, D" »»oIj ^^ik 

And whyle it tyme is / vices mortiGe. 301 tim*. 

(44) 
H " Alias, o youthe / how art thow fro me slipt ! 302 
O. god eteme / y yn-to thee conpleyne " JJJJ^^TT ' *" 
The wrecchidnesses / in whiche' y am dipt; 

Lost is my youthe / y smerte in euery yeyne. My yoath \» Uml 

The gilt / ^t wroght hath my synfiil careyne. 306 
O youthe / thy fresehenesse and iolitee 
Hatith thy soothes / be told vn-to^ thee.« 308 

/je\ * to lit told to A. 

" No lust had y to doon as y was taght, 309 p««f 64)] 

Therof had y right* greet desdeyn & hokir ;• » iw a. 

^ At foot, in a later hand : " 11. Socrates being asked* ' by 
what meanes a man myght optaine an onnest name k fame, ' To 
be,' quod he, ' A man in deede, as he desireth to be ' / " 

At side : **2, Socrates. Nothing owght to be desired of god 
in mennes prayers, but vnder this furme, and with thes wordes : 
' Suche thinges as bee good for us,' wttAowte any further addy- 
cioun." ... ** Socratea : The best sauce in the worlde for meats 
is to be hungrye." 

* At top, in a later hand : '2. Hokir, Lothesome ' . . . 

At foot : " 8. Socrates said that soehe as hadde well broken 
themselTst to Tertuus living and temperate dyet, did perceyve 
* *Mked' is crest thro', 'domaonded* is written orer it 
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Good coanMi Whan men conseillid wel / y herde it naght : 

I carsd no mort 

for than an old Nat SO moclie / as by an old boote or cokir 

Sette y ther-by / in-to myn bertes lokir 313 

Entre migfite / noon holsum disciplyne ; 

No wil bad y / to good conseil enclyne. 315 

(46) 
" Lord god, now / in a deep dycb am y faH ; 316 

Now I'm in th« In-to the snare of deetb / entred am y : 

Bet bad it been / tban tbus bad it^ befaH, > ft had thus a. 
Neuere ban be bom of my modres body, 
But there-in ban perissbid vttirly, 320 

flbr y despeute in pryde and in bobance 
The tyme grantid* me / to do penance." 'lent to a. 322 

(47) 

The Diacipitaayt IF To wblcb answeide the disciple tho : 323 

" Lo / we die alle / and as watir we slyde % Bore, omm 

morimor, k 

In-to the eerthe / which bat neu^e mo Qiwriaque 

' ' diinhiiiiMr in 

Retotime sbal / but on a sikir syde '*'■'**** *^ 

We standen alle / for god nat wole hyde 327 

* Repent; ask His mercy fjTo man / who-80 list it craue, 

mercy, and you'U _ ^ . nn./\ 

hare it. DC repentant / and mercy axe & haue. 329 

(48) 
[leaf 60, back] <* God haastith nat / the gilt of man to wreke, 330 

But curteisly / abydith repentance. > thai seye and ▲. 
Heere me now / what y sbal to thee^ speke : 
ffor pat thow bast offendid / do penance ; J,^^SS"2** 
TurntoOod. Tome vn-to god / with bertos obeiissance ; SSmf*^ ^°^ 

Axe bun mercy / ^at* is al merciable, «whidiA. 
and be eaved.* And saucd shalt thow been / it* is no fable." » thia a. 336 

k take of the same, bothe moche more pleasure aud lesse paynes, 
then soche as, witJi all highe core and diligence, did on every 
syde make provision to have all thingea of pleasure." 

At side : ** Socrates. 14. As we do not put Images to making, 
but onely to soche workemen of whome we se some noumber of 
Images well-favordly and minonly [i] made a-fore ; So sholde we 
take vn[to] no persons ower frendeship, but soche as we perfectly 
know to have tried [Q themselves faythefull and oerviceable 
frende to other a-fore, to other folkes." 
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(49) 
^ Th jmage of deeth answerde anoon to pat : jfie^^^J^ tim MppoMd 
" How spekist thow, man / ahal y me repente, SU^uo"*^ «wn>M«3r» 
Shal y me tome / o man, ne seeet thow nat, SeSio m* 
Ne takiat thow noon neede ne entente Nonn* »kb« 

Of dethes angwisshes / bat me tonnentc 341 'My angoUh it 

•o sharp, I know 

And oppressen / so greuonsly and sharpe nut what to do. 

That y not what to do / or thynke or carpe. 343 

(50) 

" As a partrich / ))at with the hawk< is hent J^SJJ^ 

And streyned with his clees / so is agast ^^ii^***^ 

pat his lyf ny from him is goon and wente f moi diM^r- 

pendft eo«t- 

Kight 60 / my wit is cleene fro me past, JJllJSJJu ^^ **' ^^^ *'* •**"^ 

And in my mynde / is ther no thoght ne cast S»mirto"** 
Othir than serche a way / how deeth eschai)e tSSumrt 
Bat y in veyn / ther-aftir looke and cape.^ >f»p«A. 

(51) 
" Nat wole it be / for deeth me donn oppi'^ssith ; 351 citaf ei] 
The twynnynge of my lyf* / ful bittir is, ST* '"'^ 

))at hurtith me greuously / and distressith ; 
fful hokum had it be^ / to me or this, •b«mA. 
Penance' han doon / for ^t y wroghte amis 355 

Whyles my tyme / was in his rypnesse, 
ffor fat had been / the way of sikirnesse ; 357 

(52) 
" But he pat late / to penance him takith, JLSjlJJJltlSrto 
Whethir he verraUy or feynyngly ?a5S"iw' ' 

Bepente / he noot / vncertain it him makith. nmm m r«i 

flct« penttcat. 

Wo is me / fai my lyf so synfully wm i* m* that i 

I ledde / and to correcte it / lachid y ; 362 
Ageyn my soules helthe haue y werreied, 

pat for it haue no bettre purueied. 364 

(53) 

II " Alias, to longe hath be* the taryynge ,7iSil°^inia. '^ ^*^ '**'^* * 
And the delay of my correcciofl ! SSuroST^* 

' Alterd to 'rePentaance.' Penance A 
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A good porpos / withoote begysn jjnge. 
Good wil / witkoQten opencioo. 
Good promt wm I and Dooa cxecock^ 
HiDoith dijne amwidfs / firo monre to monre, 
And meutrt doon / fai caosith al^ mj aonre.* > 

(54) 
"O iBonre, iDorwe / thow baast me begOt ! 
O / wbethir this misene / nat exeeede 
Al woridlj wrecchidnease / alias, m j gilt ! 
Wei worthy is it / pat mjn herte bleede. 
And with angwiaBh and wo / me' fostie & feede. * 
See how mj dajes alH / am alipt me fro ; « "7 a 
^. jeer of m jn age / a-way been go. 

(55) 
fifnl wrecchidly, god woot / y hane^ hem loet. 
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And al myn owne self / is it to wyte ; 
So good a piler / was y nenere, or post 
Yn-to my sonle / as o day me delyte 
In Terta / or aght wel to god me qwyte. 
As fat y mighte bane doon or oghte ; 
By aght y woot / y nenere aftir ^t soghte. 

(56) 
'* Lord god, how shamefully stande y shal 
At the doom befom thee and selntes all, 
AMiere y shal artcd be to rekne of al 
ITiat y doon haue & left / whom shal y cali 
To helpe nie / o, how shal it befatt 1 
^fy torment and my wo / me haaste and bye, 

Hens for to / twynne / as blyue shal y dye.* 

^ In margin, by a later hand : 

*' So[crat«8] 21. No kinde of LAbore is a thmg of shame. 

Bat ydelnes erermore worthie of blame. 
8o[<Tatc8] 27. What ya a-bove owre reche. 

We have no thing to do with alL" 
At foot : *' So[cratc8] 28. Tills silver plate, and riche araye 

Of purple hewe, dothe wonderons well 
For deegnising in a stage playe ; 
Owr ly tf nedethe them not a dele / *' 
* lidter scribble in margin : "Thomas, Pardy, I sayd yt not . . 
nimiM . . P . . Pr . . r r r . . prynm) . . nng . . d . . Thomas Ac." 
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404 
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(57) 
" now this hour / gretter^ ioie & glodnesse 393 

I wolde haue of a litil orisoun > daj mora a. 

By me seyd / with hertes deuout sadnesse, 
As the angeljk' salutacioun i 

Than y wolde haue / of many a miliotm 397 

Of gold and silaer / foule haue y me horn, 
And synfully / fat sy nat this heforn. 399 

(68) 
" Whan y miglite haue it seen / than wolde y noght ; 
How many houres haue y lost / pat neuere 401 

Retome shuln / how mochil haue y wroght 
Ageyn my self / my lust was to p^rseuere 
In vicious lyf / & from it nat disseuere ; 
I lefte pat good was, & necessarie 
Yn-to my soule / and dide the contrarie. 

(69) 
'* More than was neede or expedient, 
Yn-to the help of many an othir wight 
Entendid y / y was ftd inprudent ; 
I tooke noon heede / to my self aright ; 
By soules profyt / sette y nat hut light ; 
Whan tyme was / fynde kowde y no tyme, 
Me to correcte / of myn offense and cry me. ^ 

(60) 
But now feele y / fat vn-to the gretnesse 
Gf merites celestial / had been bet IL""'."""*!* 

My wittes han kept / wttA soules clennesse, d/nSJI'miiJIi'i. 
Than bat left / with herte corruptly set, rnichi^tuiiMt 
And ageyn deedes vertuous y- whet / 418 cordi.ju' 
Helpe me mighte / any mannes preyere, 
Thogh .XXX**. yeer / he preid had for me heere. 420 

* At foot, in a later hand : "So[crates] 30. Who*so eatetbe 
drie breade with pleasore, the same nedethe no nieate to hit ; 
and to whome no maner of drinke coniethe a*misse, the samo 
reqoireth none other cnppe but aoche as ys redye in the wave." 
HOCCLKVE, M. P. — 11. O 
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^ " O, beddKth Dov . kaknedi mow •& jce 421 

|>jt heece been / mud men mj wreedudneae ! 
Tbe tjmt mfaijte teen / now fiulfilh me ; 
iNri»firt«*i 3f J freendn ptekk J / )at thcj ram afanesBe 
•ftMrgM4 Of thaboDdmce erf liir goo6dj ri dnae 435 

And wi^et goode / wolden to me dele 
In mj greet neede / for mj iooles bek ; 427 

y (62) 

** And ttke in ideef and amendement 428 

Wft thaj Mid x«. Of my gOtes / but hire mnswer was ' nay ' ; 

They eeiden, ' ther-to yeoen onrf assent^ 

Wole we nat in no maneere^ way »mmim cCa. 

Lest it Ts and yew nat sonffyse may.' 432 

I am dfftitot*. On eoery part / thus am y deetitat ; 

fiynde can y no socoor ne refut.^ 434 

(63) 

P*' «] ^ " god benigne / o fadir merciable,' 435 

amtj on me! Beholdo and leewe vp-on thy pacient ! 

To me, thyn handwerke / be thow socourable ! 

pat y greetly haue erred and mis-went. 

Me wel remembrith this tyme present 439 

Alias / why stood y in myn owne light 

So foule / o. lord^ me now^ helpe of thy might ! 441 

* iiow me 

' At foot, in a later hand : "So[crates] 35. Scyenoe and con- 
nynge is the onely good thing of the world ; and contnirye- 
wyae, ignorance the onely evell thinge / '* 

* In later hands, at top : '* god benigne, o fader merciable. 
. . Oratio." 

At side : ** Thomas hecker hane Red att Thys boke . so hano 
now hane [? MS. som] of my filos done . . Thomas hecker haue 
Red att This boke. soo haue nott, haue not, haue of of. Hcrro 
... of Repentance with any good deed / 

So[crates] 38. The be^^rnninge ys half of the wholle. 

44. Cselum non animum mutat, qui trans mare currit 
Who runneth oversee ffrom place to place. 
Though he change aire, his minde is as y t was / " 
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(64) 
** How gieie richesses spirituel 442 

And heuenely tresors / had y been wys, 
Mighte y han gadeied / and nat dide a del. 
good lord god / o lord of paiadys, 
ffol leef to me now wero / and of greet prys 446 

Of satisfaccioun / the leeste deede 
Bight dereworthe / wer^ it in this neede. 448 

(65) 
** O / now the leeste crommes / pat ther fall 449 

£Ero the lordes hordes / and tables doun, 
Refresshe wolden me ftd wel wtt/r-att. 
But noon fynde y / of smch condiciotxn 
pat yene me wole any porciotin. 453 

Y hane espyd / the frendshipe is fol streit 
Of this world / it b mironr of deceit 455 

(66) 
^ " Beewe eek on me, yee aH / and pitee haue ! 
And whyles your force and vigour may laste, 
And tyme han eeke / or yee be ny your graue, 
In-to hemes of heuene gadereth faste 
Tresors celestial / fat at the^ laste >att«A. 460 

Yee may receyue / whan pat yee shtd twynne 
ffrom hens / the blisse pat shal neuere blynne. 462 

(67) 
" And beeth nat voide of vertu, ne empty, 463 

Whan pat the deeth / an othir day to yow 
Approche shal / as yee may see ^t y 
Am Yoide of deedes yertuous right now." 
if " ffreend," quod the disciple / " y see wel ynow 467 
Thy torment and thy greuous passioroi, 
Of which / myn herte hath greet conpassiotm ; 469 

(68) 

" And by almighty god / I thee coniure 470 

pat thow me yeue reed / how me to gye, 

Lest fat heere-aftir / y,* par auenture, • i hm «fur a. 
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how to avoid th« In-to lykc peril / haaste may and hye, 
unprepared. Of Yndisposid sodeiii deeth / and drye 474 

The WO / which y considere / pat thee vexith, 
wherthurgh / myn herte sore agrysid wexitk"* 476 

(69) 
[leaf 64] II Than spak thymage / " the best purueance, 477 

JJi* *"^Snfja And wit is / han verray contricioun 
•Repent, j^ fitrengthe- & hele / of the mis-gou^mance 

coufeM yoiir rIiis, Of thy lyf / and plener confessioun 

do ameuds for 

them, and give Make of thy gilt / and satisfaccioun, 481 

And asseeth do / and att vices leue 

])at thee migliten the blisse of heuene reue.^ 483 

(70) 
Behare as ifyon " And SO / wit/i al thyn herto / it is^ the beste, 484 

were to die to* 

day. Keepe thee foorth / as fat thow this day right, » b it a. 

Or to-morwe / or this wike atte* fertheste, * at the a. 
Sholdist departe fro this worldes light, 
And ther-wM-al / enforce thow thy might, 488 

As y shal seyn / in thyn herte to thynke, 
And thow shalt it nat reewe ne forthynke. 490 

(71) 

sappoeeyaoreotti " Caste in thyn herte / as now thy soule Were 491 

has been 10 years 

In Purgatory, In puTgatorie / and hadde pyned be 

.X. yeer in a foumeys brennynge there, 

And this oonly yeer were grantid thee 

tfor thyn help / so beholde often & see 495 

and It la crying Thy soule / in the flaumbes of fyr brennynge, 

With a wrecchid vois / thus to thee cryynge : * 497 

* At foot, in a later hand : ** Socrates exorted yung ^ringallff, now and then 
emestely to veu and behold themselves in a glasse, to the ende — ^yf theyc were 
beautifuU and of good feactur of body — they shold beware to commyt nothing 
vncomly for the same / yf otherwise, that the defaates of the body myght, w»tA 
exercyse or fnrniture of the wytte, k with honnesttf of manera k behavenr, be 
redonbed." 

' That heuenes blisse mighten thee byreue A. At right side, later : * Cnmbcr 
youre ' ; at left side, * R B A.* 

' At foot, later : " Non uiuas ut edas ; sed edas, ut uiuere possis. 

Lyue not as a glutton, styll for to eate, 
But fede to maintayne lyfe by thie meate.'* 



XXtll. UOW TO LEARN TO DIE. 197 

(72) 
IT " Of alle freendes / thow, the derwortheste, 3L^„Sl^51" n«^ •♦. *»«k3 
Do to thy wrecchid soule help and socour, taxnh*^ 
})cit is al desolat / purchace it reste. 
See how y brenne / o, reewe on my langoor ; 
Be for me so freendly a punieyoar, 502 

pat in this hoot prison / y no lengero to rwoot u. 

Tormentid be / lat it nat thus me der^ ! 504 

(73) 
" The worldes fauotir / cleene is fro me went ; 505 

fforsake y am / frendshipe y can noon fynde ; 
Ther is no wight / fat to the indigent Jwi!i£iSl 

Fattith his helply hand / slipt out of mynde !!i^Jt'i^im 
I am / in peynes sharpe y walwe & vryude ; •srauX^ n »• •bi»n» vin. 
And of my wo / ther is no wight fai recchith ; 
Nat knowe y frendshipe / or to whom it strecchith. 511 

(74) 
** Men seeken thynges / pat to hem self longe, ^ sin^u qot 
And me leuen in the flaumbes vengeable. SI*iuria^"** 
O good freend / lat me nat thus pyne longe ! " uu^dereu^. lh h not raiBir 
% To which the disciple, with cheere stable **""" 
Seide / "thy lore were profitable, 516 The Di«Hpi« ap- 

Who-60 it hadde by experience 
As thow haast / ther-to yeue y may credence ;^ 518 

(75) 
** But thogh thy wordes sharpe & stirynge seeme, 519 [iear65] 
To many a man / prof yten they but lyte ; bat wys u»t 

They looke a-part / and list take no jeeme no thoaght or 

Vn-to the ende / which mighte hem profyte. 
Yen they haan / and seen nat worth a myte ; 523 

' At foot, in a later hand, " Ouidius de Ponto : 

While fortone the &yorethe, trendes thow hast plentye ; 

The tyme being tronblooa, thow arte aft alone : 

Th^w aeest CmVen haunt, howses made white k daintye ; 

To the rajmna towre, almoost comethe none / 

In emptie bamee, where faylethe snbstaonce, 

Happenethe no frende in whome is assurance." 
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And exes ban also / and maj nat heere ; 

They weenen longe for to lyuen heeie. 525 

(76) 
" And for ihey, vndisposid deeth nat dreede,^ 526 

fibni^te at al / ne baau tbo wrecches noon 
Of the hann / which ther-of moot folwe neede, 
They deemen stonde as sikir as a stoon ; 
Bat weel y see. / by thee / so moot y goon, 530 

They sbnbi baan cause / it for to dreede & doute. 
Or ]Kit hir lyues light / be fuUy onta 532 

(77) 
« Whan detbes messager comth / sharp seeknesse, 533 
fireendes and felawes hem haaste & bye, 
The seeke man to conforte of his feblesse, 
And al thyng pat good is / they prophecie ; 536 

They seyn / " thogh thow seeke in thy bed now lye, 
Be nat agast / no dethes euel baast thow, 
ffor this / thow sbalt eschape wel ynow."^ 539 

(78) 
" Thus bodyes freendes been maad enemys 540 

To the soule / for whyl seeknesse greeueth 
The man continuelly / yit so vnwys 
Is be / pat bis enformoars be wel leenetb ; 
He bopith to been bool / and be mischeeueth 544 

where as be wende ban recouered be ; 
Yndispoeid to dye / sterueth he. 546 

(79) 
IT *' Right so thyn herkners and thyn Auditoors, 547 
Tbo pat greet trust ban in mannes pradence, 
Nat list bir peynes putte, or hir labours, 

1 Later scribble at side : " Hand . . nb . . . Thomas . . . Ch 

. . . Thomas." (For * vndisposed deeth * see 200/590). 

* At foot, in a later hand, '* Martialis, lib. 12 : 

Yf thow wilt eschew Bytter adnenture, 

And avoyde the knawinge of a pensive harte, 

Sette in no one personne wholly thie pleasure, 

The lease shall t howe yoye, but lesse shalt thon smarte / " 
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To execute thyn holsum sentence ; 

Thow migfitist as wel keepe thy silence ; 551 

They by thy wordes yeuen nat a leeka." 

S To which, thymage thus answerde & speeke : Y i<ioirco / 

" ** ca«Uq»«o 

/Q/xv morUt capU 

\oy)) ftMrint/coM 

" ffor thy, whan they in dethes net been hent, pmtiiui cnu- 

Whan sodein wiecchidneese hem shal assaitt^ tSSSuI**' 

Whan deeth, as tempest sharp & violent, ingrmntk^ 

With woful trouble hem shal vexe & tmuaiH, 

They shuln crie aftir help / and ther-of faiH, 

ffor they in hate / sapience hadde, 

And despysed my reed / & heeld it badde.^ 

(81) 
" And right as now ther been but fewe fownde, 
pat of my wordes conpunct wole hir lyf 
Correcte / ne amende in no stownde, 
Xat may to hem auaille my motyf*, 
But they / hir synnes vsen ay foorth lyf*, 
And han no lust / fro synnes hem withdrawe, 
No more / than they nouere had herd my sawe i 

(82) 
" Right so for the malice of tyme / and lak* 
Of goostly loue / and for the iniquitee 
Of the world / vertu gooth so faste a-bak*, 
pai fewe to the deeth disposid be 
So weel / pest list this worldes vanitee 
Leue / and for desir of lyf / ^t shal euere 
Endure / coueiten hens to disseuere. 

(83) 
'* But whan deeth on hem stelith with hir darte^ 
They vnreedy / wowndid in conscience, 
Nat oonly goon hens / whan they hens departe / 

* At foot, in A later hand : '* In tyme of prosperitie, t nuui 
•halt not knowe his frend^, and in aduersitie an ennemye wiH 
not be hidde." " Yf thow be ashamed to speeke eveH, be wore 
ashamed to doe the same." 



Hm dying nuM 
Mtya that wbcD 



565 



567 



568 



572 



574 



they cry IbrlMlp, 
tlMy Bban't c«t It. 



[leaf 66] 

ll«n will nol 
amend thair Utm 
by IiIb worda. 



or glT« up Um 
▼anitka of tba 
world; 



575 ao that whan 
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thty're omrtod Bat they witb a manure of violence 

off 0^ BOTO^a _ 

Been hent away / so pat fol greet prudence 579 

They wolde han hold it / han deid as a man 

And nat as a beest / ^ot no reson can.^ 581 

(84) 

[Uaf 66, back] IT '' If of this common peril, thencheson* 582 

SUm^^I^ to Thee lyke knowe / y wole it now expresse : 

The desir of honours out of reson, 
worldly pientnr*, The body bathyngo in worldly swetnesse, 

and oovHoiuuMt* 

Eerthely lone / and to greet greedynesse 586 

In muk^hepynge / blynden many an herte, 

And causen men in-to tho perils sterte. 588 

(85) 

" If thow desire / the perils to flee 589 

Of vndisposed deeth / my Conseil heere : 
lmto vy dm to This heuy plyt / in which thow seest now me, 
Beuolue of te in thy mynde / & by me leere 
ffor to be waar / if thow in this maneere 593 

Wilt do / it shal be thy greet auantage, 
And ese thee at thy laste passage ; 595 

(86) 

" It shal vn-to thee profyte in bat hour, f kx e« mm- 

pat nat oonly dye it shal nat thee gaste, S<5?^^S^ 

andflnddMih But deeth / eck as eeude of worldly labour, ^StSlIwIotSL 

or otornlTbiiL. And begynnynge of blisse / ay pat shal laste / 

Abyde thow sbalt / and desire faste 600 

With al thyn herte / it to take & receyue, 

And al worldly lust leye a-part & weyue. 602 

^ At foot, in a later hand : 
" The good or evett fortune of att a mans lyffe, 
Ys in the good or eveit chowsinge his frend or his wiflTe." 

« At top, in a later hand : "Woman cam of syd of a doog 
wherfor I beeechthe to . . ." At side: " W. Bamabe" . . **To 
the right worshipfoll . . . master Hanna (?) . . He that hath" 
.. "Thomas Carter." 
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(87) 
" Eucry day haue of me deep remembrance^ ; 603 ne«f 67] 

In-to thyn h^rie / let my wordes synke ; "^ 

The sorwe and angwissK & greuous penance KiUron» ponidi- 

Which thow haast seen in me / considere / & thynke 
That of peril / thogh* art ful ny the brynke ; 607 

Kemembre on my doom / for swich shal thyn be ; 
Myn yistirday / and this day vn-to thee. 609 

(88) 
" Looke vp-on me / & thynke on this nyght ay 610 •»! ttdnk bow 
Whyles thow lyaest / o how good & blessid 
Art thow Arsenius' / which ))at alway 
This ilke hour haddest in thyn herte impressid, 
pat man / as in holy writ is witnessid, 614 

Which whan god comth and knokkith at the yate, 
Wakynge him fynt / he blessid is algate ; eom T«n«y?tdMrf. 

nan a palMUMrit 
Ad 

(89) 
Blessid is he pat thanne founden is 617 biMMd ii im who 

Beedy to passe / for he blissfully 
Departe shal / and truste right wel this, 
Thogh deeth assaili and vexe greuously 
The rig^twys man* / or slee him sodeynly, 621 

How so he dye / he shal go to* pat place ^SSSTSSSTid 
Where-as confort is / refresshynge & grace. 623 

(90) 
He shal be pourged cleene & purified, 624 ciMfer, bw^] 

And dispoeid the glorie of god to see ; 
Angels shuln keepe him / & he shal be gyed 

' Lfttin scribble at top and sides : '* wo . . woman, man sent 
woman . . Father and mother . . w . . sir lohn) . . -th . . the 
Father . . A Thowsand, a hondreth, fyve and fyfty / I Love / 
. . . Toman mast . . Vm . . women" . . **Pardye, I sayd yt 
not / nor nevw yt Intended /" . . " Barnard" (t) . . <*Choot 
and Crave not, quod Carter." 

« for " thow." » Arcenius A. 

* The good lyuei* A » he gooth vn-to A 
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Mul go to Um 
Court of UMren, 
to eternal bliM. 



But where ehall 
my wretched 
eoolgo? 



I shed teuv. 



but in Tain. 



n«»f«] 



O God, lean 
epeali no more: 



I shall die 
at once. 



YSAfhrame 
miMnm Ac* 



And led by Citeins of the hj Con tree. 
And to the Court of heuene vp taken lie ; 
And of his spirit / shal be the issynge, 
In-to eteroel blisse / the entry nge.^ 

(91) 
But alias / where shal my wrecchid goost 
This nyght become / whidir shal it go ) 
What herbergh shal it haue / or in what cooet 
Shal it arryue / who shal receyue it / who ? 
O ! what f rendshipe / shal it haue tho 1 
O soule abiect / desolat & forsake, 
Greet cause haast thow / for fere & wo to qwake. 

(92) 
** Wherfore y, hauynge of my self pitee, 
Amonges heuy wordes / y out shede 
Teres / in greet habundance & plentee ; 
But nat auaillith me / it is no drede. 
llens-foorth compleyne / weepe^ & crye & grede, 
ffor in no wyse / changed it be may ; 
Al man-kyndes fo / stoppid hath my way. 

(93) 
'* In hidles, in awavt as a Leoun^ 
He hath leyn / & my soule led hath he 
In-to the pit of deeth al deepe adoun. 
O my lord god / this sharp aduersiiee, 
To stynte of speeche / now conpellith me : 
y may no more hens-foorth / speke & bewaitt, 
My tonge and eeke my wit / now so* me faiH. 

(94) 
" Ther is noon othir / y see wel jmow 
The tyme is come / as blyue y shal be deed ; 



628 



630 



635 



637 



638 



642 



644 



645 



649 



651 



652 



^ Later scribble at side : "he shal be . . H. 5, 8.** 

' weepe and compleyne A. 

• Later scribble at side : "Gefferye thirgoocP . . Ryght . . 
pefferye thir . . put to . . p p p p p p p p . . put to . to the aayd 
gofferyth dc vez . . th . . . d d d." * so now A. 
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See how my face wexith pale now. 

And my look ful dym / &* heuy as leed ; 

Myn yen synke eeke j deepe in-to myn heed, 656 

And torae vp so donn / and myn hondes two 

Wexen al stif and starke / & may nat do ; 658 

(95) 
" Prikkynges of deeth me, wrecche, conpaoe ; UJ2lS!IIr- 
Stirtemeel gooth my pows^ / and elles naght ; dJ^j^iSlt 
Mortel pressures / sharply me menace, 
^[y hieeih bcgynneth faitt / and eeke the draght 
Of it fro fer is fet / & deepe caglit ; 663 

No lengere y now see this worldes light ; 
Myn yen lost han hir office 9c might. 665 

(96) 
" But now y see wttA myn yen mental^ 
Thestat of al^ an-othir world than this ; 
I am ny goon / as faste passe y shal ; 
O my lord god / a gastful sighte it is ! 
Now of confort haue y greet lak* & mis ; 
Horrible feendes and innumerable 
Awayte vp-on* my soule miserable ;• 

(97) 
" The blake-faced ethiopiens 
Me enuyrone / and aftir it abyde 
To hente it / whan ]Kit it shal passen hens, 
If \ai par auenttire it so betyde 

))at the lot ther-of / faH vp-on hir syde ; 677 

hir viserly-^faces, grim & hydous, 
Me putte in thoghtful dreedes encombrous. 679 



lly polM btatt 
bysUrU, 



xajtjmUiX. 



666 [iMra8.i»eii] 



670 Iharenoeoafort. 



672 



673 BlMkBthtoiM 
•anxNUMl me. 



^ don my look and as A. 

• poufl A ; powr D. 

• Later pencil writing at top : "Thomas Wylton) of kyrke 
Landes whare I doo rooete humbly Bygge [?] that (If. 69, top) 
thia Byll mayd the iiij*^ daye of may in) ye yer*." 

• al of A. • Awayten on A. 

• The Ashbuniham MS cuds. ' grisly Reg. 
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Tht fum Judge 
ootkUmnt me. 

[1 weyeet me R.] 



t« eke Ref .1 



(98) 
If "0 streit and steerne luge & doniesinan, 
Thow weyest^moche / in deemynge me, wrecche, 
The thjnges whiche fewe folkes can 
But smal by sette / or of hem charge or recche ; 
Lo / deethes strooke haastith me hens to fecebe ; 
My membreSyshee^sothirlith & distressith, 
That nature ouercome is / shee %yitne88ith. 

(99) 



6S0 



PeefW] 



684 



686 



68: 



'' gastful is the iust luges lookynge 
Vn-to me, now present / thurgli fere & dreede, 
which sodeynly shal come / him self sheewynge. 
Pereweii, Mende! H £Ear-wel, freendes & felawes / for neede JSiU^^JiJuS, 
Moot y vnclothe me of lyues weede ; ^^ttSSiSTT" 



lehallgoto 



flery flame*. 



where souls In 
torment cry 



To purgatone y shal as streiglit as lyne, tut 

nor myn offenses / ther to suffre pyne ; eodj w . . 

(100) 
" And thens twynne y nat / til maad haue y gree 694 
Of the leeste fertbyng pat y men shal ; 
In whiche place y beholde and see 
AfHiccioun and sorwe ynow at al ; 
There y no ioie see, but wo oueral ; 698 

The fyiy flaumbes vp-on heighte ryse, 
In which / the soules brenne in woodly wyse. 700 

(101) 
" They vp now possid been / & now doun throwe, 701 
Eight as sparcles of fyr / aboute sprede, 
Whan pat a greet toun / set is on a lowe, 
And al is fyred / bothe in lengthe & brede. 
Wo been tho soules / in tho brondes rede, 705 

ffor peyne of which torment / ful lowde & bye 
They in this wyse / ful pitously crye : ^ 707 

' Later scribble at dde and foot : " Richard Lyon . . go<f 
haue mercie vpon all Crysten sovlles . . and yf thou . . . knewea 
Thouu knewest . . 869 . . t . . . 12 " . . ' hast * . . ' hayll mygb 
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(102 
D " Now, mercy haue on our captiuitee ; 708 

To yow our freendes / namely we preye ; ^nSatfm*^ 
Wher is your help now / wher is your chiertee) JlSSSS a 
Whidir been the promesses coon to pleye Mtmmini 
Of yow, our Cousins eek« / can yee portreye '"jninwi 

ajnici ro«i. 
Tlii •Mt tm«c 
■Mioort»m 
in«orMM 
HiliulorluM f 
vbf Bant pro* 
iiiiavionea 
bune Coniuin- 
KiiiiMoriMM 
uieoniM iuf 



for iSftrqr, 



P K{»Uj R«ff.] 



717 



19 



721 



722 



[> And otli«r 
folkM Reg.] 



•nduwftiU 
of wot. 



Th^rtproAch 
their fHetids 
for nol iMlpitiy 
them. 



Your wordes so gayly^/ and effect noon 
ffolwith / but al as deed is as a stoon 1 

(103) 
*' By youre desires inordinat, 
And eeke of othir^ mo/ our self han we 
Broght in-to this plyt and wrecchid estat ; 
loie han we noon / but of wo greet plentee. 
Alias / why nat vp-on vs reewen yee 1 
We dide al our might / to do yow plesance ; 
And yee no routhe han / on our sharp greuauce. 

(104) 
** fful euele we rewarded been of yow ; 
We brenne / and yee the fyr nat qwenche a deel. 
Alias ! we nadden for our self or now 
Y-doon / we were auysid no thyng weel ; 
Worldly trust is / as slipir as an eel ; 
Al is nat trewe / fat the world promettith ; 
fful wys is he / pat ther-by litil settith.^ 

(105) 
'' The leeste torment of this purgatorie 
pat we souffren / exceedith in sharpnessc 
Tormontes all of the^ world transitorie. 
Heera, of torment / more is the bittimesso 
In an hour / then the worldes wikkidnesse 
May hurte or greeue in an .C.^yeer : 
Greet is thaffliccioun pat we han heer. 

' Later scribble at gide (repeated from leaf 61, p. 192 ft. abore) : 

" No kinde of labore is a thinge of shame, 
but idelnes eyermore worthi of blame. 

love is the occuppacion or busines of idle Folkes, that haue no thinge 

ells to sett themselves k works witA-alt." Id the beginning. 



726 



728 



729 



[iMfTO] 

Their tonncnts 
art moat bitter. 

[« this Reg.] 



33 



735 



{* hotidrad Reg.] 



l^ 
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(106) 

'^ But aboue alio k3mde8 of tormentis, 736 

God'i &re ui«y Qf goddes blissid face the absence 

Greeueth most / pat lak*, our mooet * wofuH seniis : * 
[' -» R*K. 17 Dri.] ^Qj 1^ memorie / leue y this sentence 

To thee / and heeie y die in thy presence.*' 740 

Th« DiMipi« MM f Whan the disciple sy bat he was past 

tli« nun ia dMd. '^ '' ' *^^ 

And deed / he tremblid and was sore agast ; 742 

(107) 
Aboute he torned him / and thus seide he : 743 

He •ppwu to ^ «« Wher art thow now / o sapience eterne ? 

WItdom for Mp. ' ^ 

/ good lord, haast thow now forsaken met 

Wilt thow thy grace me denye and weme ? 

Thow seidest / * sapience y sholde lerne ; ' 747 

And now y am broght to the deeth almoost, 

So troublid is my spirit & my goost 749 

(108) 
n«ii^ 70. back] " This sightc of dccth so sore me astoneth, 750 

** * * \>ai wite y can vnnethe in soothfastnesse, 

But am in doute / wher the soothe woneth, 
That is to meeno / if this be in liknesse 
hM maz«i him. Or in deede / swich is my mazidnerae ; 754 

But how it be / lord, y byseeche thee, 
Be my confort in this perplexitee ! 756 

(109) 
lu perils " Neuere the perils of deeth vndisposid 757 

p self R«g.] In my lyf^ knee w I, as y do now right ; 
havt sunk into Withyn myn h«rte been they deepe enclosid, 
And so sadly / ther-in picchid and pight, 
})at hem foryete / lyth nat in my myght 761 

That gastful sighte / y hope shal profyte 
Vn-to my soules helthe / nat a lyte. 703 

(110) 
iJi^^hlue"^^ ^ " Dwellynge place / y haue espyd, and see, 

wpied . 116 Han o » . 

w«iiereR«K.] Han wc Hoon^ / in this wrecchid world changeable. 
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ffor why / vn-to ]Kit blisful hy contree 
which nat may varie / but is parmanable, 
Shape y me streeche / o lord god m^rciable, 
Y m^rcy axe / vp-on me, wrecche, reewe ! 
Hens foiward / wole y lede a lyf al nee we. 

(Ill) 

" Now leme tor to die / y me purpose ; 
Hens-foorth / penance wole y nat delaye ; 
My lyf to amende wole y me dispose ; 
ffor syn thoghtes of deeth / so me esmaye / 
Wei more y am seur / deeth me shal affraye 
Whan ]Kit eschue / y shal nat hir presence ; 
O, ther thyn help / eteme sapience !^ 

(112) 
" Now wole y voide fethirbeddes softe, 
The pilwos nesshe / and esy materas 
On whiche my careyne / hath tymes oftc 
Walkid and leyn / now stande I in swich cas 
\)at me thynkith / al greet folia it was. 
Of dothynge eeke, fy on the precioustce, 
And slouthe of sleep also lettynge me. 

(113) 
" Syn y tormentid am so greuously 
With thynges smale / how sorwes so grcte 
Souffre mighte y, if now die sholde y, 
pat neuere or this / my synnes kowde Ictc I 
0. what matire / of belle fyr / the hete 
Mighte in me thanne fynde / certes greet, 
ffor which / my body of cold swoot is al weet 

(114) 
" Xow woot I weel / what thyng pat may auaitt 
My soule / and it keepe fro perisshynge : 
By soufl&ance of greet labour & trauaili, 
And exercyse of vertuous lyuynge, 

^ Later scribble in nutigin : "sapience . . presence . . 



768 H« pray* for 
Uod'tOMroj, 

770 



771 o«f7i] 

and promiaw to 
learn how to die, 
by r«p«ntanoa 
and amendment. 



775 



777 



778 HewtUglrenp 
feather beds 



782 



784 



785 



and choire 
oloUiee, 



789 



791 



792 [leaf71.backj 



and will take 
to labour and 
rlrtooaalife. 



softc." 



I 
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lie fiUlH to the 
grtnintl, 



ami pniyA for 

puiilthiiieut 

here 



Initend of here- 
after. 



[leaf 72] 
Tho' he haa here- 



XXIII. HOW TO LEARN TO DIE. 

Wole y it helpe / left al taryynge, 796 

pat in 8wich an houres extremitee, 

No peyne ' but reste, fynde may shee. 798 

(115) 
" holy and mercyful Sauueour, S^SS^i'iinat^. 

Of 80 bitter deeth / souffre me nat dye, JS'tSHfZ?^ 
Thogli y be thikke wrappid in errour f 
See / befom thee / plat on the grownd y lye, 
Weepynge / for myn excessyf folye ; 803 

And, curteys lord / of thy benignitee, 
This grace vouche-sauf to grante me, 805 

(116) 
" Aftir thy lust / be my punysshement 806 

Whyle y am heere / and, good lord, nat reserue 
To othir place / the chastisement 
Which pat y, wrecche / heerc in this world disseiue ! 

810 



812 



813 



tofore set hie heart 
on rain thlngi. 



he now feart 
Death. 



Wisdom bide him 
amend wliile 
he is young, 



let me abye it heere / or fat y stenie, 

fEor in pat place horrible / is swich sharpnesse 

Of peyne / pat no wight can it expresse. 

(117) 
IT " how vnwys or this haue y been ay, 
Syn pat deeth vndisposid and the peyne 
Of purgatorie / y kowde by no way 
Considers / ne how it kowde distreyne. 
Set was myn herte in othir thoghtes veyne, 
\)at yaf me lettynge and impediment 
To thynke vp-on the perils consequent ; 

(118) 
' But now, thurgh fadirly amonestynge. 
My myndes yen pat cloos were and shit / "p^*®***^ 
I opne / and of tho perils am dredynge." 
If And sapience ansuccrde anoon to it : 
" My sone / to do so / it is greet wit, 
Whiles thow yong art / & haast strengthe & force ; 
Thy lyf for to correcte / thee enforce. 826 



817 



819 



5 S#d nunc pat^me 
aUmonitu* uralu* 



824 
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(119) 

" Whan fat deeth cometh / which cruel and fol is, 827 

Whom thow nat maist withstonde ne withsitte / 

Help ne refuyt / is ther for thee noon ellis / 

But to the mercy of god / thee co/7nnitte, »nd btuke him to 

Ood*B mtrey. 

By no way / fat nat leue ne ommitte ; 831 

My passioun putte eekc / twixt my doom & thee, 
Lest more than neede is / adrad thow be. 833 

(120) 

'* My rightwisnesse nat 80 mochil dreede 834 [iMf7s,hMk3 

J)at thow fro trust and hope of mercy twynne ; 

Contrytly mercy axe / and thow shalt speede. 

Now restfullere in thy goost be withynne, 

))«t ouer ferd art / thee pourge of thy synne, 838 

Scourge thy self / with repentances rod : Th« fcM-of Ood 

. : U lh« beginniiiif 

Begynnynge of wisdam / is dreede of god. 840 ofwudom. 

(121) 

S ** Scriptures scrche / & by hem shalt thow leere 841 

pat vn-to man is it greet auantagc, 

Deeth to hauo ofte in mynde, in this lyf heere. 843 



If yeeres manye / and vn-to good age lp1i,?"m'uiiu?!x- 
Man lyue / and in att hem glad & sauagc ZJitWmThiiB ihh" 



Be / good is, the dirke hour & dayeS Wikke debet lenebrosl Let him remem- 

Kemembre / or \>at he come to the prikke ; tiiue, 

(122) 

" ffor whan Jxit tyme is comen, and J>//t hour, 848 

Repreeued shal be the past vanitec ; 

Remembre therfore on thy Crcatour and hi« cmitor 

In thy fressh you the & lusty iolitoe, 

Or tyme come of sharp aduersitee, 852 

And or pat yeeres approcho of disese, 

In whiche thow wilt seyn / they nat thee plese, 85 i 

HOCGLEVK, M.P. — II. P 
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[leafTSl 



855 



Tlie wnj of s«I 
Tatlcm b opMu 



Few tliink of 
th« aniitabl«neM 
or Uie worid. 



859 



861 



862 



nnrt the ever- 
liiKtiiifc Joy of 

llCHTCII. 



(123) 
And, or asshen in- to hir eerthc also^ 
Where-of they were / ageyn hem thidir drease, 
And thy spirit to god / whens it cam fro 
Ketottme / god, with al th3m herte blisse, 
Thanke him / she we vn-to him thy kyndenesse ; 
ffor he to thee now opned hath the way 
Wherthurgh thow maist be saued, is no nay. 

(124) 
*' ff ul fewe been / fat so with hertes ere, 
Konne apparceyue thin stabili tee 
Of the world / and konne of the deeth han fere, 
Which fat alway lyth in awayt pryuee, 
Xe fat of the ioie and felicitee 
Of henene / which ay shal laste & endure. 
Take any manere heede at al / or cure. 

(125) 
H " Lifte vp thyn yen^ / looke aboute & see 
Diligently / how many folkes blynde [• ms. uwn] 
In hir conceites now a dayes be ; 
They close & shitte the yen of hir myndc ; 
They nat keepe, in hir conceit serche & fynde 
Vn-to what ende / needes they shuln drawo, 
And al for lak of dreed e of god, and awe. 

(126) 

** They stoppe hire eres / for they nat no keepe 

Heere how conuerted be / and receyue helthe ; 

Correccion is noon / they let it sleepe ; 

They been so dronken of this worldes welthe, 

That deeth, or they be waar / right in a stelthe 

ffallith up-on hem / which condiciotin 

Hem cause shal hastyf perdicioun. 

* Later scribble at top and side, with monograms or fignres: "(?) Samnl 
Edmedye . . now must I die, and have not deferred . . Harrison late ffr . . . To 
my approved ffrende m*" Geaven (/)... try and then trust, quod bodytt . . peace 
and Grace be witA yow, frome god the father for euer and euer . . W. W . . . 



866 



8G8 



8G9 



They tliiit the 
eye« of llielr 
mind, 



[lonrW,b«ck] 



873 



875 



870 



•nd are dnink 

with thlB world't 

wealth. 

But Death shall 

briiiff them to 

perdition. 



880 



882 



W 



n. 



>f 
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(127) 
" The peple now let seen innumerable 883 

pat for deeth vndutposid / lost ban be / 
Considere / and if thy wit be ther-to able / 
Noombre of hir multitude the plentee sm how many 

IwvtdM during 

£eke of hem ^ai m thy tyme with thee 887 jov mm uh. 

Dwelt ban / looke how ^t they been take away : 
Thow seest wel / they from hens been past for ay ; 889 

(128) 
'* And as they heere ban do / so shuln they haue. 890 
What multitude in yeeres fewe ago, 
Thee yit lyuynge / ban leid been in hir graue ! 
What brethren / Cousins / felawes and mo broUi«,«m». 

Of thy knowleche / beholde alle tho ! 894 

Thyne eeke, with hem / hire olde synne goon is ; 
Touche vn-to hem / speke and axe hem of this, 896 

(129) 
" And they with wepynge and wtt/t waymeutynge 897 VmtW} 
Shuln to thee seye / and thus ageyn answere : 
' Blessid is he / pai can see the endynge. 
And synncs / fat the soule hurte & dere,* 
Eschue can / and hem flee and forbere ; ' 901 

And ^t in my Conseil hath good sauour, 
Dispoeynge him alway vn-to ^at hour. 903 

(130) 
" And therfore / alle vicious thynges left, 904 TiMrat>r» pnp»n 

Weel thee dispose / and reedy make thee 
To dye / lest the tyme be thee reft 
Or pat thow be waar / for no certeintee 
Haast thow ther-of / thow art no thyng pryuee 908 
Ther-to / deeth is nat fer / right atte yate 
Shee is / be reedy for to dye algate ! 910 

1 Id margin, later : "John Jarlin, k Elizabethe his welle- 
belovinde Wiffe, dme.*' At foot : "Ryghte wcllbeloued father 
and mother." 

P 2 



todle. 
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XXin. HOW TO LEARN TO DIK. 



Look to to yonr 
loul before you 
go henoe, 
t)i»t you may 
gain life tver- 
Usting. 



(131) 
H " Right as a Marchant stondynge in a port, 911 

his ship fat charged is with marchandyse 
To go to fer parties / for confort 
Of him self / iookej) / pat it in sauf wyse 
Passe out / Eight so, if thou wirke as the wyse, 015 
See to thy soule so / or thow hens weende, 
\)at it may han the lyf pat haath noon eende. 917 

Amen ! ** 

IT (Explicit iUa jmr^ / per quam «cieubu?>i est taori. 



[lMr74,b«ck] 

The other S Parte 
orthUtreatiite, 



I'm too great 
a fool 



T 



(132) 
Ihe othir .iij. partes which in this booke 
Of the tretice of deeth expressid be, 
Touche y nat dar / fat labour y forsooke, 
ifor so greet thyng / to swich a fool as me 
Ouer chargeable is, by my leautee. 
To medle wiUi / ynow the firste part 
ifor my smal konuynge is / and symple art ; 

(133) 
But as the .ix! lesson which is rad 
In holy chirche / vp-on all halwen day 
witnessith / syn it ioieful is and glad 
fifor hem fat hens shuln wel departe away, 
And to the blisse go fat lastith ay, 
toengiiBhinryme, Translate wole y / nat in rym, but prose, 

•orUdoitin «, •• V i. • / L 4. 

proee. ffor SO it bost 18 / as Jjr/t y suppose. 



and tell of the 
Joye of tlie 
heavenly city 
Jenualein. 



(134) 
How greet ioie and blisse / is shapen to hem 
j)at so shuln passe hens / vp to the Citee 
Callid celestial, Icrusalem. 
Aftir our might and possibilitee 
Let vs considere / al thogh it so be, 
That for to comprehende fat gladnesse, 
Verraily / no wit may, nc tongo expr^se. 



918 



922 



924 



925 



929 



931 



932 



936 



938 
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0, thus is seid of fat Citee in a place / Therc-ia piwfT^] 

, m . i_ . No sorrow it 

18 no sorwe / heuyncsse ne waymentyngo. what u,,,,^ or wauing. 

is more blisful / than fat lyf is / whew no 
dreede is of pouerte / of maladie / no feeblenesse / 
therd is no wight hurt / no wight wrooth / no wight 
hath enuye / ther is no brennyngo or hete of couetyse / no envy, 
no deeir of mete / noon amhicioun of honofir or of 
power / no dreetle of the feend / noon avrayies of 
deaeles / the fere of heH / fer thens / no deeth of body nofiMrofiieii, 
ne soule / but ioieful yiftes and iocounde of immor- 
talitee / there shal neuere be discord / stryf ne debat / nottHfe; 
bat alle thynges conuenient and accordynge / no diui- 
sion, bat onhede / for ther shal been o concord of all bat unity, 
seintes / o pees & gladnesse continuel / all thynges pmc«, 
peisible / all in quiete and reste / there is an excellent 
brightnesse and shynynge / nat this Hght / fat now is / brightoew. 
but in so mochil cleerere / as it is bettre and more 
noble / for, as it is red / ''fat Citee shal noon neede 
haue of the sonnes light / but our lord god al-mighty Ood Ughu it. 
shal enlumyne it ** / <& the lamb is his lanteme / where 
as seintes shuln shyne as sterres in perpetuel etemitees / 
and as the shynynge of the tirmament fat spredith his 
hemes yp-on many men / whcrfore in fat place is no 
*nyght / no dirknesses / no concours of clowdes / no c*i«ar7s,bM^] 
fretynge cold / no sharpnesse / but swich attemperance JiI*^**bJirjIlJi'^ 
of thynges shal be there / whiche neither ye of man «"**»*"'^*^J 
neuere sy / ne ere herde / ne herto can thynke ne com- 
prehende / sauf of hem fat been worthy & ban dis- 
sf^rued to haue fat blisse / whos names am writen in 
the booke of lyf/ & whiche wassbid hir stoles in tlie ['robcrtas- 
lambes blood / & been befom the See of god / and ^t side*]**^' 
seme hiw day and nyght / noon age is there / ne 
miserie or wrecchidnesse of age / whyles aH shul been no n»i»trT, 
o parfyt body, o parfyt man, m the mesure of the ful body in chruu 
age of Cryst / [No break in MS.] 

U And abouen aH thynges / is to been associcxl to 



214 



XXIII. THB JOTS OF HEATEX. 



Than folk 
company with 
AiigeU, 



andSaiuU, 



Mid Mt Martyra 

PlMfTtt] 
and ViigiiM. 



TtMchtorofaU 
Joy«i», 



to M« lh« bHght- 
nvwoTOod. 



^^nn Dili vwOm 
liy Kuod wurkt. 

Ttt* Kingdom 
of Hmrvn to 
lMk»n hy Mnolto 
of Virtat. 



U Mtk* no o(h«r 
priM bul Um*. 



At Chriit Kiiv* 
Htniwir for tliM, 
[*)Mr7«.biickj 

fiTtthytolffor 
Him, 



the conpaignies of the trones / dominacions / Principatz 
& potestatz of Angels & Archangels / & to been in the 
conpaignie of ali the celestial and hy vertues / & io 
beholde the conpaignie of seintes, brighter^ & yeuynge 
more light than the sterres / shynynge in the feith of 
Patriarks / gladynge & ioyynge in the hope of prophetes 
deemynge the world of apostles in .xij. tribes of Israel / 
& to beholde eeke the shynynge^ of martirs with pur- 
porat coro^nes of victorie / and to see the conpaignies 
of virgines werynge brighte gerlandes. [No break in 
MS.] 

II And for to speke of the kyng ^t sittitli in the 
middes of hem / no vois ther-to souffisiih / it may not 
be told ne ezpressid / that honofir / ^t vertu / pat 
magnificence and )>at glorie exceedith and passith afi 
wittes & intellectes of man / and passynge M the 
seintes ioies / is to beholde the inestimable brightnesse 
of jKit kyng / & to be spred with the hemes of his 
magestee / let thise thynges sadly synke in-to oure 
hertes / let vs vnderstande hem with ful feith / let hem 
be beloued wtt^ alle onre hertes / let hem be goten by 
the greetnesse and by the multitude of goode wirkes 
and continuel / this thyng* is put in the might of the 
wirkere / for the kyngdam of heuene soufi&ith forcible 
and mighty assautes of vertu. [No break in tlie MS.] 

II man / this thyng / \ai is to seyn, the kyngdam 
of heuene, seekith noon othir prys / but thyn owne 
self / it is as mochil worth as thow art / yeeue thee / & 
thow shalt haue it / what, artow astoned or adrad of the 
prys 5 Cryst yaf him self / to purchace thee the Begne 
to god the Ifadir / Right so yeue *thow thy self / ^t 
thow maist been his kyngdam / and \ai no synne regne 
in thy mortel and deedly body / but let thy good spirit 
regne in tliee to purchace thee thetemel lyf. U And 
therfore, who>so desirith to haue the merites euere 
lastynge / he moot de-lyte him to gete hem thui^gh 
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goode and Tertuoos wirkes / That is the path and the by MighUng in 
streight way to blisse endelees / the which he vs 
grante, fat boghte ts with his precious blood. Amen ! 
Amen! 



N 



ow vndirstandith wel and considerith in your 



hertes, bat as mochil ioie as ther is in that AtmochjoyM 

la in HeftTen, 

Dlisf ul place, of heuene 1 as gi-cet sorwe, angwissh and m Kn^ torment 

torment is in ))at othir part in heU / to expresse hem / 

needith nat / for they been the reuers and contrarie to 

the ioies aboue named / wherby uery persone may 

reeonablely conceyue ^at in ^t place of torment the 

peynes been mei'ueillously sharpe & greuous / And yit 

for al ^t smert / if any ende sholde sue or folwe / that 

wolde yeue the soules right hy confort, and greetly 

abregge and lesne hir grief / but awayte nat aftir ))^t / 

for it wole nat betyde / for right as the seid ioies been AndwUiejoj. 

ete^nel and ay lastyngel so been tho ^peynes infynyt pienf??]* 

and endeles / And sikirly, syn god of his hy grace and JJJw "*****"* 

benigne courtesie hath yeueu vs libertee and frcedam weambny 

eiUierooe 

for to purchace by oure wirkes in this present lyfe^ fat ortiwouicr. 

oon or pat othir / al standith in our choys and elec- 

ciounf to gretc fooles been we / but if we* cheese the Oodjcwniai* 

to rhonae tlie 

bettre part / which part, god of his infynyt goodnesse better put, 
graonte vs alle to cheese / Amen ! 



XXIV. 

^ ll^tc tXtiitia alia fabula ati instanctam 
amici met {neDilec/i assiliuam < ^ -, 

[Prolog.] (1) 



T 



his booke thus to ban endid had y thogh^, 1 i «»««"i ^ *^^ 

my book here. 

But my freend made me change my cast ; 



Cleene out of pat purpos hath he me broght : 

« >IS faded 
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XXIV. A TALE WANTED AGAINST BUTINO GIRLs' FLKSU. 



but mj ftimid 

pfMt UM to 



Clear 77, back] 

mixHsli another 
Tale to warn 
youug meu 



againit bnyiiig 
female llesli. 



He Mid, 
bought women 
•Ih3' the eoiil, 
and empty tlie 
purse. 



And he had a 
wild son of 15, 



for whom he 
wanted tlie Tide 
engUtht. 



[leafTSj 



" Thomas/' he seide / ''at Estren that was last, 

I redde a tale / which j am agast 5 

To preye thee, for the laboures sake 

That thow haast had / for to translate & make ; ^ 7 

(2) 
** And yit lu.^ tayn wolde y fat it maad were ; 8 

Thensaumple of it / to yonge men mighte anaiUe, 

And par cas / cause hem riot to forbera 

The rathere / and be bettre of gouemaitt ; 

Youthe in no wyse / wole his thankes faiH, 13 

fflcssh for to chepe, femel and venal, 

I^ayyng for it / more than worth is al. 14 

(3) 
" pat thyng is deere and ouer deere boght, 15 

That soule sleeth / and the body destroieth, 

And the purs emptith, leuynge in it noght 

Or smal / swich chaffare often sythe annoieth, 

And yonge folke encombrith and accloieth, 19 

Lettynge hem to purchace hem good renoun. 

And haastynge hem to hir confusioun.' 21 

(4) 
" ffor this is pat y speke / and to this ende : 22 

A sone haue y .xv. yeer of age, 

ffor whom it is as wisly, god mamende, 

pat y desire, in-to our langage 

pat tale be translated / for Sauage 26 

And wylde is he / and likly to foleye 

In swich cas / now heli)e if thow maist, y preye. 28 

(5) 
'' Nat fer the tale fro / which thow maad haast 29 

Of themperice / this tale is, y trowe, 

And is of a womman / pat was vnchaast 



* Later scribble at foot : * g p d . . This balws (t).' At back : 
•Thomas. . nn) . . M V 

^ At side, later : *Mr. Joclyne.* 
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And deccyuable and dy / as thow shalt knowe 

By )wit the lyues / thow red haue on rowe. 33 

Brynge y slial thee / the copie verray 

There-of / if tliee list / seye on yea or nay." 35 

(6) 
f " fifreendy looth me were nay seye vn-to yow, 36 

But y suppose / it may noon othir be, 

Lest wommen vn-to Magge, the good kow, 

Me likne / and thus seye / * o, beholde & see 

The double man / o, yondir, lo, gooth he 40 

That hony first yaf / and now yeueth galle : 

He fo in herte is / vn-to womwien alle ; 42 

(7) 
" * Til he of womwien oute^ wordes wikke, 43 

He fastynge is / him seemeth ; al the day, 

Out of his mowth / lesynges swarmen thikke ; 

On wowmien / no good word / affoorthe he may ; 

And if he wel speke / or wryte / is no nay, 47 

He nat meueth / as he spekith or writ : 

O lewdc dotepol / straw for his wit I ' 49 

(8) 
** This J)at yee me now reede is al contrarie 50 

Vn-to fat yee me red han heer-before ; 

Yee senden^ / syn y many an aduersarie 

Had of wommen / for y mis had me bore 

To hem or this i yee redden me therfore 54 

Humble me to hem / and of grace hem preye ; 

But this reed haldith al an othir weye. 56 

(9) 
** Sholde y a neewe smoke now vp reyse, 57 

And y so mochil rered haue or now 

By your sawe than were y nat to preisc." 

H " Thomas, to wikkid wommen wel niaist thow 

Yeue hir pars / & wryte of hem cuele ynow ; 61 

* out, vb. = utter. [The proof of the next 3 J itages has been 

' i/or Seidell. 



It »u a O0*ta 
•toiy of a de> 
otItfUl, nnchjuU 
wonuui. 



Hnocl«v« con* 
■cnU, 

It«t women 
•liould liken him 
to Madge, the 
guodcow, 



and abuse him for 
telling Ilea all day 
about Uiem. 



tleafTS^bMlc] 

Hocdeve thlnke 
thit Tale incoii- 
•latent with hi* 
(Heiid's advice 
that be thai beg 
for women's 
fovour. 



Hit* niend mts 
** HUniing uli-keJ 
women 



lost] 



218 XXIV. THE TALE IS TO REBUKE WOMEN's WANTONNESS. 

is no shame to To goode wommen shal it be no shame, 

good ones* 

Al thog& pat thow / vnhonest womfjien blame ; 63 

(10) 
" ffor, Thomas / thow shalt vndirstonde tliis, 64 

"No woman 11 ^q womman wole / to thee ward malisme, 

abase yon except ' "^ 

those who've gone But swich oon / as hath trode Mr shoo amis ; 

wrong. 

ffor who 80 dooih / ful suspect is the signe ; 

The vertuous wom/Tian / good and beniguo, 68 

Noon encheson but good / may han to thee 

ffor this tale / wryte on par charitee ! 70 

(11) 

[leaf 79] " Nat oonly for my sones tendrenesse^ 71 

Tale, not only for Coueito y / fcit this tale were makid / 
rebuke' women's ^^t to rebuke also / the wantonnesse 

WiUitonness now." /-v* i t t /•.j.'^i-i 

Of lyf of many a womtnan / fat is nakid 

Of honestee / and with deshonowr blakid ; 75 

Eeke to miroure wommen vertuous i 

What ende takith swich lyf vicious?" 77 

(12) 

soHoccieve f " On goddes half, freend / than let the copie 78 

Of pat tale / whan yow list, be me sent ; 
And with good wil / wole y thor-to me hye 
Whan y there-of / take haue auisaraent." 
II He glad was ther-wtt/i-al / & wel content. 82 

geu the story. The coplc on the morwe sente he me 5 

and englishes 't* . , , , o j 

And thus y wroot as yee may neere see. o4 

IF Explicit prologus, & incipit 
fabula de quadam muliere mala. 

^ Later scribble at top and side : 
*' He that in yothe no vartue (?) well ves [^ use], 
in age all honor will hym refuse ; 
therefoi*e better yt were, a pouer house to holdc, 
then to lye in preason in fetteres of golde. 
Le the Ryght Ryght Reuerent fayther in god, maisUr honor, 
doctor Wyllyam) Willon) of Kyrke-lande in the dyoulo [? MS.] 
afore-sade dothe all vnto the . . thay thay thay that . . Can 
natt, nor may nott, nor yett, I thenke, shall not Lcde my Lyfe 
quyet-lyc ; my wyfc well not Ictt me." 
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91 



92 



98 



99 



(13) t Somtjnne Resr- 

Whilom^ an Empei-our prudent & wys* 85 

Regned in Eome / and hadde sones three, 
whiche he hadde in greet chiertee & greet prys ; 
And whan it ahoop so / fat thinfirmitee * ne lug. 
Of deeth / which no vright may eschue or^ flee, 89 
Him tbreew down in his bed / he leet do call 
His sones / and before him they cam all ; 

(14) 
And to the firste / he scide in this maneere : 
•* Al theritage which at the dyynge 
Of my fadir he me lefte i al in feere 
leue y thee H and al pat of my byynge 
was / wtt/t my peny / al^ my purchacynge, » and r. 96 
My second sone / byqwethe y to thee." 
II And to the .iij***. sone / thus seide he : 

(15) 
" Ynmeeble good right noon, witAouten coth, 
Thee yeue y may / but y to thee dyuyse 
le Welles .iij*. a ryng / brooch & a clooth, 
with whiche / and thow be gyed as the wyse, 
Thow maist gote al fat oghte thee soufifyse. 
who-so fat the ryng vsith for to were, 
Of alle folke the loue he shal conquei'e ; 

(16) 
" And who so the brooch berith on his brest, 

It is eek of swich Tertu and swich kynde. 
That thynke vp-on what thyng hiw» lykith liest, 
And he as blyue shal it haue & fynde. 
My wordes, sone, enprynte wel in myiule ; 
H The clooth eeke hath a meruoillous nature, 
which fat committed shal be to thy cure : 

(17) 
" Who-so sit on it / if he wisshe where 

In al the world to been / he sodeynly 

• A few of the inAny diffefenc&i of the worse MS. Reg. 17 D 
VI arc given iu this sheet. 
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106 



110 



112 



113 



[l«af 79. beck] 

A RnnuMi Em- 
peror, wlUi ihrM 
MNw, U dying. 



mid Mnds fur hii 
•oiia. 



To tlie fln4. Im 
1««VM hit iiilier> 
Itodland. 



To the Mcond, 
Ilia M^nirad 
property. 



To the third, 
tliree Jewelx, r 
Ring, a Broocli, 
and a Clotlu 



The Ring *U get 
ita wearer tli« love 
oferery one. 



[leaf 80] 

Tlie Broocli '11 
get him wliatever 
lie Ukea. 



Tlie autli 



ni miry any 
aittcr oil it 
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XXiV4 JONATHAS'S MOTHER GIVES HIM THE MAGIC BING. 



wherever he 
wiMhes to go. 



The Uiird Son is 
to study at the 
Uiiiversilj. 



Tlie Emperor 
dies, 



and is solcinnlj 
buried. 



[leaf 80, back] 

I sltall tell yoa 
only of the third 
son, Jouatliai. 



His motlier says 
she'll give him 



the three Jewels. 



But her huHbaiid's 
death sticks in 
her heart. 



(Some widows do 
grieve terribly, 



but wise ones take 
Iteasy* 



Withoute more labour shal be there. 

Sone, tho three lewelles byqwethe y 

To thee / vn-to this effect certeynly, 117 

pat to the studie of the vniuersitee 

Thow go / and fat y bidde and chaige thee." 119 

(18) 
Whan he had thus seid^ / the vexaciottn ' y»eide Keg. 120 
Of deeth so haastid him, fat his spiryt 
Anoon forsooke his habitaciown 
In his body / deeth wolde no respyt 
him yeue at al / he was of his lyf qwyt, 124 

And biried was with swich solempnitee 
As fil to his imperial dignitee. 126 

(19) 
U Of the yongeste sone I telle shal, 127 

And speke no more of his brethren two, 
ffor with hem haue y nat to do^ at al. » doise Keg. 
Thus spak the modir, lonathas vn-to : 
" Syn god his wil hath of thy fadir do,» 131 

To thy fadres wil / wole y me confourme, 
And trewely / his testament* paifourine : ♦ entente r. 133 

(20) 
" He^ .iij. lewelles / as thow knowest weel, * Here Reg. 
A ryng / a brooch & a clooth, thee byqwoetb, 
AVhos vertues / he thee tolde euCTydeel 
Or fat he paste hens / & yald vp the breeth. 
goode god / his departynge, his* deeth « and Reg. 138 
fful greuously stikith vn-to myn herte ; ^ i r«^. 
But souffied moot been al / how sore it'' smerte." 140 

(21) 
In pat cas wommen ban swich heuynesse, 141 

pat it nat lyth* in my konnynge aright • nth nat Reg. 
Yow telle of so greet sorwe the cxcesse, 
But wyse wommen konne take it light. 
And in short whyle^ putte vn-to the flight • wiseR. 145 
' Sithen god hath his wille / of thy fader ydo. — Reg. 
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147 



148 



152 



154 



155 



Al sorwe and wo / and cacche ageyn confort : 
Now to my tale make y my resort. 

(22) 
H **Thy fadres wil, my sone, as y seide eci^, 
wole y parfourme / haue heer the rynge, and go 
To studie anoon / and whan pat thow art theer, 
As thy fadir thee had / do euene so ; 
And as thow wilt, my blessyng haue also.** 
Shee vn-to him as swythe tooke the ryng, 
And bad him keope it weel / for any thyng*. 

(23) 
He wente vn-to the stndie general, 
Wher he gat loue ynow, and aqueyntancc 
Eight good and freendly / the ryng causynge al. 
And on a day / to him beBl this chance : 
With a womman, a morsel of plesance, 
By the streetes of the vniue/'sitee 
As he was in his walkynge, mette he ; 

(24) 
And right as blyue he with hire had a tale, 
And ther-wtt/i-al / sore in hir loue he brente : 
Clay / fressh and pykid was shee to the sale, 
fTor to pat ende and to pat entente 
Shee thidir cam / and bothe foorth they wente, 
And he a pistle rowned in hire ere : 
Nat woot y what / for y ne cam nat there.^ 

(25) 
Shee was his paramour, shortley^ to soye. « •hortiy r. 169 
This man to folkes alle was so leaf, 
pat they him yaf ^ habundauce of moneye. » T*fc r^. 
he feestid folkd / and stood at hy boncheef ; 
Of the lake* of good / he felte no greef, ♦ Uku Ueg, 173 



and get oomfbrted 
■gmiii.) 



tiMrsii 

JotiathM'a moUMT 
Rive* liim tlM 
MHgic Ring, 



and lie goe« to 
Uie Uiiiveniij. 



159 



161 



162 



He meeta a wa> 
man, a monel of 
plaaanre. 



gaj and smart, 
for eale, 



166 



168 



Clear 81, back] 

and take* her 
as kU mistrvM. 



* Later scribble at foot: "This bitt msuXe the x** dayc of* 
mayo In the fy[r]8te yeere of* the raygne of* ore rooste souercn 
lonl ky ". Above : ** youth . . B . . lie . . yoii)." 
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XXIV. FBLLICULA WUEKDLB8 J0NATHAS8 SECBKT OUT OF Blir. 



H« g«ta plentj 
of ro«Miey ntNn 
hU Kintf. 



Hit panunoar 
Fellicula 



pniyt him, 



as tie's had her 
inaidetihaad, 

to t«ll her where 
hit riches come 
fyoin. 



[leafs*] 



He says women 
can't Iceep a 
secret. 



But, as she says 
she can. 



175 



176 



180 



182 



183 



he tells her 
> At side : <* 



Al whyles fat the ryng lie with him hadde ; 
But faylynge it / his frendshipe gan sadde.^ 

(26) 
His paramour, which pat / y-oallid was 
ffellicula / meiuailled right greetly 
Of the despenses of this lonathas, 
Syn shee no peny at al with him sy ; 
And on a nyght / as fat shee lay him hy 
In the bed / thus shee to him spake & seide, 
And this peticion assoiH him preyde : 

(27) 
H " O reuerent sire / vn-to whom," quod^ shee, 
" Obeye y wole ay with hertes humblesse, 
Syn / pat yee ban had my virginitee, • kotn (aiwaj.) bc^. 
yow y byseeche, of your hy gentillesse, 
Tellith me whens comth the good & richesse 187 

That yee with feesten folke / and ban no stoor, 
By aght y see can / ne gold ne^ tresor." » no coigne ui lUg. 

(28) 
" If y telle it," quod he / ** par auenture 
Thow wilt deskeuere it / & out it publisshe : 
Swich is wommannes inconstant nature. 
They can nat keepe conseil worth a risslie ; 
Bettre is, my tonge keepe / than to wi:<she 
pat y had kept cloos pat is goon at large, ♦ For R«g. 
And* repentance is thyug pat y moot chaise." ^ 196 

(29) 
U " Nay, goode sire / haldith me nat suspect ; 197 

Doutith nothyng ; y can be right secree. 
wel worthy were it me to been abiect 
ffrom al good conpaignie / if y," qtu)d shee, 
" Vn-to yow sholde so mis take* me ; • raTstake Reg. 201 
Beeth nat adrad your Conseil me to shewe." 
f " wel," seide he / " thus it is, at wordes fewe : 203 

ynof." • At side : " Robert askewe . . He thdf . . Lwillm." 



190 



194 



XXIT. JOKATHAS GIVES FKLUCULA HIS MAGIC RING. 223 

(30) 
** My fiuiir, the ryng which pat thow maist see 204 ih«thuiung 
On my fyngir / mo at his dyyng^ day » •••dyng b«s. 
Byqweeth* / which this vertu & propretee • Beqwohe JUg. 
hath / bat the loue of men, he shal haue ny m«ke" mm 

)Xit werith it / and ther shal be no nay, 208 

Of what tbyng fat him lykith axe & crane, whi «<»• him 

But with good wil / he shal as blyue it haue 210 

(31) 
"Thurgh fat rynges vertuous excellence : 211 D«afM,bock] 

Thus am y ryche, and haue euere ynow." 
II " Now, sire, yit a word, by your licence, 

Suffrith me for to seye and speke now : ^ p«nictti« thow* 

Is it wysdam / as fat it seemeth yow, 215 

werc^ it on your fyngir continuelly 1 " » To were Rag. 
U " what *woldest thow mene," quod he,* " ther-by f 

^—* wold ye my k>ve kulR he. meiie Reg. 

(32) 

" What peril ther-of mighte ther befall 1" 218 

II " Right greet," quod she / ** as yee in conpaignye him how eMiiy 

walke often / fro your fyngir mighte it faH, Rin^ off hu 

Or plukkid of been* in a ragerie, » bepiukkedofneg. "**'* 

And so be lost / and fat were folic. 222 

Take it me / let me been of it® wardeyn ; * be tueror Reg. and offers to keep 

, ^ m ,,o -,rk4 tt for him. 

nor as my lyf, Keeyte it wole y ' certeyn. * 224 

7 kepe wole I it Reg. 

(33) 
This lonathas / this innocent yong man, 225 Poor innocent 

Yeuynge vn-to hir wordes / ful credence, — it her,"** '** 

As you the nat auysed best be canf — 
The ryng hir tooke, of his insipience. 
Wlian this was doon / the hete & the feruence 229 

' Later scribble in murgin : '* harye ollyic xc to caanend [!] • . 
Who seketh the renotme to have. 
And eke the prayse of vertnns name 
Of wisdoms ways, he ought to crave 
Withe gladsom will to work the same." 



224 



XXIV. PELLICULA STEALS JONATHAS'S MAOtC RING. 



and li«r lore at 
oiic« cools. 



nnd meu'tginf 
•top. 



Jonatlias asks 
her (br tlie Ring 
again. 



She declareB it's 
been stolen. 



(But it trAHiinfe 
in her box all 
the time.} 



Jouathns tells her 
not to mind. 



Of lone / fat he had beforn purchaced. 

Was qweynt / & loues knotted was vnlaced.* 231 

1 the knotte of lore Reg. 

(34) 
Men of hir yiftes for to stynte gan : 232 

"A," thogfite he / ** for the rjng y iiat nc here, 
ffaiUith my loue / fecche mo, womman," 
Seide he, ** my ryng / anoon y wole it were." 
She roos / and in-to Chambre dressith here ; 236 

And whan shoe there-in / hadde been a whyle, 
•* Alias," quod shee / " out on falshode and gyle, 238 

(35) 
" Tlie chiste is broken / and the ryng take out." 239 
And whan he herde hir conplaynte and^ cry, « andwr r. 
He was astoned sore / and made a shout, 
And seide / " cursid be fat day fat y 
The mette first, or with myn yen sy." 
She wepte, and shewid outward cheerc of wo. 
But in hire herte / was it no thyng so ; 

(36) 
The ryng was sauf ynow / and in hir cheste 
It was / al* fat shee seide was lesyng, ♦ And aiw R«g. 
As sura womman / othir whyle atte beste 
Can lye and weepe / whan is hir lykyng.^ 
II This man sy hir wo / and seide, " derlyng, 250 

Weepe no more / goddes help is ny ; " * lit i.^XrR^elr^'' 
To him vnwiet / how fals shee was and sly.* 252 

' Later, at side : ** Felix qttcmfaciunl aliena perimla eaiUum : 
Fortunate is he who Imthe the hapjie 
to bewarre by an-other mannes clappc." 

• In a later hand (? c. 1500), at foot : 

*' A sufficyent salve for eache disease. 
The chefl' revenge for cruell yre, 
Ys patyence, the present ease 
For to delaye cche flamy fyre." 



243 



245 



246 



At side 



" I count his conquest jjreate, 
That canne, by reasons scylle, 
Subdue affections heato, 
And conquer wauto?t wylL" 



XXIV. J0KATHA8 0BT8 HIS MAOIO BBOOCH. 225 

(37) 
He twynned thens / and hoom to his Contree, 253 CiMtrn, tMck] 
Yn-io his modir, the streight way he wente. hmm toiST 

And whan shee sy / thidir comen^ was he, * SmiaJS! ■■****^' 
H ** Mj sone/' quod shee / " what was thjn entente. 
Thee fro the scoole / now for to aheente 1 257 

What cansid thee / fro scoole hidir to' hye f " c* um atodyv 

hidar Big.] 

U •* Modir, right this," seide he / " nat wole y lye : 259 

(38) 
" ffor soothe, modir / my ryng' is ago ; *^lJSi?B! 260 and uiuiiw 

jm warn mxhw n. ^^ partmour 

My paramour, to keepe y betooke it, hu umi hi« King. 

And it is lost / for which y am ful wo ; 

SorwefuUy* vn-to myn herte it sit" ♦ wgiitgrwooitijBag. 

IT " Sone / often haue y warned thee / & yit 264 

ffor thy profyt y wame thee, my sone ; 

Vnhonest wommen / thow heere-aftir shone. 266 

(39) • to the wole I Big. 

*' Thy brooch anoon right wole y to thee^ fette." 267 Hb moUmt giT«i 

Shee broghte it him / and charged him fnl deepe — Brooch. ^^ 

Whan he it tookd / and on his brest it sette, — 

Bet than he dide his ryng / he sholde it keepe, 

lest he the los / bewaille^ sholde and weepe." 271 

To the yniuersitee / shortly to Seyn, • for the loeee be walle Beg. He itoee back to 

In what he kowde / he haastid him ageyn.^ 273 " ' 

(40) 
And whan he comen was / his paramour' 274 [i«ef s*] 

Him mette anoon / and vn-to hir^ him tooke, mod take* np 

As fai he dide erst / this yong reuelour ; penmoar' 

Hir conpaignie he nat a deel forsooke, 
Thogh he cause hadde / but, as wttA the hooke 278 
Of hir sleighte / he befom was caght & hent / 
Eight 80 he was deceyued eft & blent 280 

' At foot, later, **ThoinM." 

* In margin, later : "tho . . Oefferye thnrgood . . Gefferya 
thnigood . . Oefferye thnrgood . . Dut to th D fayde.** 

HOCCLBVE M. P. — U. Q 



FeUlcula. 
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XXir. FELUCULA IXUUC8 ABOUT JOHATHA8*8 MAGIC BROOCH. 



titfokiBBnxKk. 



FcOiaila QiTM 
himtotcUher 
where hfai moacj 



[t— 1 HoM fro hir 
*—* lie not to liir 
Swept Beg. 



And as thni^ Teitn of Uie lyng before, 281 

Of good lie hadde habondanoe & plentee, 

while it was wttA him / or he hadde it lore f 

Bight so / thm;^ Terta of the broceh, had he 

What good him list / shoe thoghte, *" how may this be t 

Sam prjuee thjng / now caunth this richessef 

As dide the lyng / heer-before, y gesse." 287 

(42) 
Wondiynge heer-on / shee preide him, and besoghte 
Bysyly nyght and day / pai telle he wolde 289 

The caose of tliis / bat he an othir thoghte ; 
He mente / ^it cloos for him^ / it kept be sholdc ; 



And a long tyme 'it was / or he' it tolde. 
Shee kepte^ ay to and to / and seide, ''alias 
« she borne Beg.] The tyme Slid hoar / ^t eaere y bore* was !* 

(43) 
** Trusts yee nat on me, sire 1 " she seide ; 



[leftrst, iMick] 

She nya sheni 
■ooiier be ahdn 
than betr»y hira. 



292 



294 



295 



He U fodithUr 
tender, 
and telb her. 



*' leuer me were be slayn^ in this place • dedaBeg. 

By )>at good lord / pai for vs alle deide, 

Than purpose ageyn^ yow any fallace. ' «ye«etBef. 

Vn-to yow wole y be, my lyues space, 299 

As tree we as any worn man in eerthe is 

Vn-to a man / doutith no thyng of this." 301 

(44) 
IF Smal may^ shee do / fat can nat wel byheete, 302 
Thogh nat parfourmed be swich a promesse. • un Beg. 
H This lonathas thoghte hir wordes *80 sweet^^, 
pat he was dronke of the plesant swetnesse 
Of hem / and of his foolissh tendrenesse,^ 306 

Thus vn-to hire he spak and seide tho : 
** lie of good confort / why weepist tbow so 1" 308 

» At foot, later, "lohn Bargain / Ann. 1551." 

• swete 

To hym, and of liis foolish tendimessc, 

Why uiakest thou att thw wo and hevyness© Reg. 




XXIV. PELLICULA STEALS JONATHAS'S MAOIC BROOCH. 227 

(45) 
H And shee ther-to aoswenle thus / sobbynge : 309 Ftiiicnia mji 
'• Sire," quod shee / " myn beuynesse and dreede 
Is this / y am adrad of the leesynge ■h«'s«rniMorhi« 

Of your brooch / as almighty god forbeede 
It happid so" // "now, what so, god thee speede," 313 
Seide he, ** woldist thow in this cas consaille ) " 
II Qt4od shee, ** ^t y keepe mighte it,^ sanz faille.** 315 He^booidittiMr 

» I mygUl it iMfw Big. ^*^ '* 

(46) 
He seide, "y bane a fere & dreede algate, 316 QMtrss] 

If y so dide, thow woldest it leeso. 
As thow lostist my ryng / now goon but late." 
IF " ffirst, god preye y," * quod shee / " fat y nat cheese p pray i tod R.] 
But ^t myn herte / as the cold frost may freese, 320 
Or elles be it brent / wtt// wylde fyr ; 
Nay / seurly it to keepe / is my desyr." 322 Mfcforbim. 

(47) 

To hir wordes / credence he yaf ^ pleneer, » h« ymfc endence r. jonmtiiM giv« 
And the brooch tooke hire / and aftir anoon, 324 

Where-as he was befom ful leef & cheer* ♦ d«M B<g. and Iom« hi« 

To folke / and hadde good / al was agoon : friends. 
Good and frendshipe him lakkid / ther was noon. 327 

" Womiuan / me fecche the brooch," qufxf he, " swythe* h« Mks for th« 

Brooch sffulii. 

In-to thy chambre for it go / now by the ! " • 329 

* tlic bmoche in« r«rtt«. \w wide now Keg. 
/^^\ * go Ibertore. «ii«l Urye iiat tliow Reg. 

Shee in-to Chambre wente / as fat he"^ bad, ^ he hir Reg. 

But she nat broghte / fat he sente hir fore ; 331 

Shee mente it nat / but as shee had be mad, Feiucuu uv> 

hir clothes hath shee al to-rent & toro, mmi wy« ule 

And cryde, ''alias / the brooch away is bore ! 334 ^^^ 

ffor which y wole anoon right, wtt/t my knyf theTi kui her^if. 

My self slee / y am wccry of my lyfe." 336 

^ Later, at side : " Uoind . . V God, my duty dou, I hntnble 
commend me ynto you, trustinge In the lonyng god long to 
contenne." 

Q 2 
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XXIV. JONATBA8 GBTS HIS MAOIC CLOTH FROM BIS MOTHER. 



ne«f86»lMckj 



JonalhM tekM 
th« knife oat of 
h«r hand. 



and forgives h«r. 



H«goMback 
aipUn to hu 
MoUmt, 



and t«ll« Iter his 
Brooch it lost. 



Hhe wanu him 
a^ainat riotoua 
women, 



fleafse] 
andgiveii himhia 
MiikIc Cloth. 



(49) 
This Doyse he herde / & blyue he to^ hir ran, « wite mto r. 
weenynge shoe wolde han doon as shee spak* ; 337 

And the knyf^ in al haaste fat* he can, * as hastily as R«g. 
firom hire tooke / & ihreew* it behynde his bak*. 
And seide / " for the loe / ne for the hk* >cait« bc«. 341 
Of the brooch / sorwe nat / y foryeue al ; 
I troste in god / ^t yit vs helpe he^ shal.** *het% i»i]w r. 

(50) 
To themperioe his modir / tius yong man 344 

Ageyn him dressith / he^ wente hire vn-to. > dressed, and r. 
And whan shee sy him / shee to wondre gan ; 
Shee thoghte / * now sumwliat ther is mis-ilo ' ; 
And seide / **y dreede thy lewelles two 348 

IWen lost now / per cas the brooch* with the ryng." 
f ** ^lodir," he seide / " yee / by heuene kyng." 350 

* tlie broodie psr cas Rnr. 

(51) 
1i " Sone, thow woost wel / no lewel is left 351 

Vn-to thee now / but" the clooth precious, ^ sars R*g. 
Which y thee take shal / thee chargyng ell, 
The conpaignie of wommen riotous 
Thow flee / lest it be to thee so greuous 355 

That thow it nat susteene shalt,^ ne here : 
Swich conpaignie, on my blessynge, forbere ! " * 357 

* ne shalt not it sujitene R«fc. 

(52) 
The clooth shee fette / and it hath ^^ him take," 358 
And of his lady his modir, his leeue >• it fette . and haiti u Una, 



• By a later hand in the mai)|;in : 

** Know er thow kyntt, and then thow mayst slake ; 
yf thow kyntt er thow know, then hyt ys to Ute, Ac," 

Csee pages 124, 152, above : footnotes). 

*• He that wyll not whan he maye. 
Whan he wolde, he shall haue naye." 

At foot, upside down : 

** lictter hyt hys, soeten to abyde, 
tlien hastly to clym, and hastly to clyde [glyde]." 
" Later scribble at top and side : ** Hary ollyeux (?) Ha Mollynex . . 
This it good . . hys fcyudes . . to vudorstand . . mihm . ." 



XXIV. JONATUAS AND FBLLICULA 00 OFF ON THE CLOTH. 229 

He tooke / but first this forward gan he make : 

U ** Modir/' seide be / *' trustitb this weel, & leeue Jonathat M.vf 

. . It I It ii 1 t -A A/»/\ lie'U never ••« 

p<it y shal 8e3'n / for sooth yee shul it preeue : 362 his Mother again 
If y leese this clooth / neuei-e y your face ooth. 

Hens-foorth se wole / ne yow preye of grace. 364 

(53) 
** With goddee help / y shal do wel ynow." 365 

Hir blessyiur he tooke / and to studie is go : He jjoe* h.M-k to 

''^' ' ° ' tlie ITiiivenity. 

And as befom told baue y vn-to yow, >n<i again hu 

pairainour meeta 

his pccramour / his priuce mortel fo, ana kinea htm. 

Was wont for to meete him / right euene so 369 

Shee dide thanne / ^ made him plesant cheere : 

They clippe and kisse / and walke homward in fecrc. home. 

(54) 
Whan tliey were entred in the hows / he spradde 372 
Tliis clooth vp-on the ground / and ther-on sit, 
And bad his paramour, this wom;nan bodde, He bids her su 

. by him on his 

To sitte also / by him adoun on it. cioth. 

Shee dooth as pat he commandith and bit 376 

had shee his thoglit / and vertu of the clooth 
wist / to han sete on it / had shee been looth. 378 

(55) 
Shee for a whyle was ful sore affesid.^ 379 [i«af86,b«ck] 

H This lonathas wisshe in his herte gan : 
** wolde god hut y mighte thus been esid, ""«i ^••«" '^'•'»« 

° f 'f o timl tliey may 

That as on this clooth y and this wom»ian go liar away. 

Sittc here / as fer were, as fat ueuere man 383 

Or this cam " / and vnnethe had he so thoght. 

But they wit^ the clooth thidir weren broght 385 At ooc« Uiey 

(56) 
Kiglit to the worldes ende, as bat it were. 386 are home to th« 

^ '^ world'aand. 

H Whan apparceyued had shee this / shee cryde 

' Law scribble at top: "Shee for a godes wis falh soryo 
saa" . . "Th Tho y y y y y." At left side : " Wolld godd 
WoUd WoUd . . atuinm." 
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XXIV. JONATHAS TELLS PELLICULA ABOUT THB MAGIC CLOTH. 



Jonathat myt 
hell 1mt« F0lU- 
cuUtlier*, 



beeanw nbe't 
•tolcn hit Ring 
and Broodi. 



She tow ahell 
give era back to 
hira if lie'U Uke 
ber home. 



Deaf 87] 



and tweara ahe'll 
give ap ill doing. 



Then the aika 
how they were 
earrled away. 



Jonathas MU 
her of hia Magio 
Cloth» 



397 



399 



400 



As thogh shoe thurgti-giit had be with a spere : 

** Harrow / alias fat euere shoop this tydo ! 

How cam we hidir " / " nay," ho seide / ** abyde ; 390 

Were is comynge / heer, soul wole y thoe leue ; 

Wylde beeste^ thee shuln deuoure or eue, 392 

(67) 
** flfor thow my ryng and brooch haast fro me holden." 
H " reuerent Sire, haue vpK)n me pitee," 394 

Quod shee / '' if yee this grace do me wolden. 
As me brynge hoom ageyn to the Citee 
Wherp as y this day was / but if pat yee 
hem haue ageyn / of foul deeth do me dye ; 
Your bontee on me kythe / y mercy crye." 

(68) 
II This lonathas kowde no thyug be waar,^ 
Ke take ensample of the deceite^ tweyne 
pat shee dide him befom / but feith him^ baar, 
And hire he comanded, on dethes peyne, 
ffro swiche offenses / thens-foorth hir restreyne. 
Shee swoor, and made ther-to foreward ; 
But herkneth how shee baar hire aftirward : 

(69) 
Whan shee sy and kneew pat the wnitthe & ire 
pat he to hire had born / was goon & past. 
And al was wel f shee thoghte him eft to fyre ; 
In hir malice ay stood shee stidefast, 
And to enquere of him / was nat agast. 
In so short tyme / how pat it mighte be 
That they cam thidir out of hir contree. 

(60) 
H " Swich vertu hath this clooth on which we sittc," 
Seide he / " pat where / in this world vs be list, 415 
Sodeynly with the thoght shuln tliidir flitte, 

1 Later scribble at side: ''This eomon) (?) . . Williaffi . . 
This is geff." « I hir 
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406 



407 



411 



413 
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418 



420 



425 



427 



428 



And how thidir come / vn-to vs vnwist, 
As thyng fro fer / vnknowen in the mist." 
And iher-witA / to this womman fraudident, 
'* To sleepe," he seide / *' haue I good talent ; 

(61) 
'* Let see/' quod he / ** strecche out anoon thy lappe,^ 
In which wole I myn heed doun leye and reste." 422 
IT So was it doon / and he anoon gan nappe : 
Nappe i nay / he sleep / right wol atte heste. 
AVhat dooth this womman / con the fikileste 
Of wommen alle / but fat clooth pat lay 
Vndir him / shee drow lyte & lyte away. 

(62) 
Whan shee it had al / •• wolde god," quod shee, 
" I were as I was this day morwenynge." 
And ther-wttA / this roote of iniquitee 
Had hir wissh / and soul lefte him ther slepynge. 
H " lonathas, lykc to thy perisshynge 
Art thow / thy paramour maad hath thy herd .: 
Whan thow wakist / cause hast thow to be ferd ; 

(63) 
** But thow shalt do ful wel / thow shalt obteene 
Yictorie on hire / thow haast doon sum deede 
Plesant to thy modir / wel can I weene, 
ffor which our lord god / qwyte shal thy meede. 
And thee delinre out of thy woful dreede. 
The chyld / whom J)at the modir vsith blesse, 
fful often eythe is esid in distresse." 

(64) 
AVhan he awook / and neithir he ne fond 
Womman ne clooth / he wepte bittirly, 
And seide, " alias / now is ther in no lond 
Man werse, I trowe, begoon / than am y ! " 
On cuery syde his looke he caste, and sy 

^ Later scribble at top : ' Becoguise . . Dr.* 



432 



434 



435 



439 



441 



442 



and M^ b« wwiu 
toslMp 



Clwf87,lMck] 
oaberlap. 
He dot* to. 



FtUleola palls 
Um Cloth from 
under hiin. 



wUlie* hendf 
at tiouM, 

an«l i« at onoe 
earned than. 



( JonaUias, jon're 
trickt; 



biit yoa ahall 
yet win. 



becaoeeyoor 
mothar has 
bleat yon.) 



[leaf 88] 

He wake*, and 
fimU nelllier 
his p«rmm<iiir 
nor his Cloth. 
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ZZIV. JONATHAS'S PBET ARE BURNT. HE TURNS LEPER. 



Nothyng but briddes / in the eir fleynge. 
And wylde beestes / aboute him rennynge. 

(65) 
Of whoB^g^te / he ful sore was agrysid : 
He thoghte / " al this wel disserued y haae. 
What eilid me to be so euel auysid, 
That my Conseil / kowde I nat keepe & saue f 
Who can fool pleye / who can madde or raue, 
But he )>at to a wornvTian his secree 
Deskeuereth / the smert cleueth now on me.*' 

(66) 
H He thens departed / as god wolde harmlees, 
And foorth of auenture his way is went. 
But whidirward he drow / he conceitlees 
Was / he nat kneew / to what place he was bent, 
and (COM throiuHi He paste a watir / which was so f eruent 
barnii the flash ))at flessh vp-ou his feet / lefte it him noon ; 
Al cleene was departid fro the boon. 



448 



449 



JonathMre- 
proMhM hlmtalf 



for having playd 
the tool bj tniet- 
Inir hb eecret 
to a woman. 



Heetarti, 



453 



455 



456 



Peaf86,back] 

He flUt a glai* 
witli till* water. 



and then eata 
•ome fhitt which 
tunis hlin Into 
a leper. 



(67) 
H It shoop so fat he had a lytil glas, 
Which, wit^ pat watir / anoon filled he ; 
And whan he ferthere in his way goon was, 
Before him he beheeld and sy a tree 
))at fair fruyt baar / and pat in gteet plentee : 
He eet ther-of / the taast him lykid wel, 
But he ther^thurgli becam a foul mesel ; 

(68) 
ffor which, vn-to the ground, for sorwe & wo 
He onrMs the day He fil / and seide / " cursid be bat day 

hewaebore, ' , ' , , , , 

pat I was bom / and tyme and hour also 
pat my modir conceyued me / for ay 
Kow am I lost / alias and weleaway ! *' 
And whan sumdel slakid his heuynesse, 
but waiki on. He roos / and on his way he gan him dresse. 
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463 



467 



469 



470 



474 



476 



XXIV. JONATHAS IS CURED, AND GETS WATER £SD FRUIT. 
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(69) 
H An otbir watir before him he ey, 477 

Which for to comen in he was adrad ; 
But nathelees / syn ther by / othir way, 
Ne aboute it / ther kowde noon been had f 
He thogllte / '*8o streytly am I bystad, 481 

pat thogh it sore me affese or gaste, 
Aasaye it wole I " / and thaigh it he paste. 483 

(70) 
And right as the firste watir his flossh^ 484 

Departed from his feet f so the secownde 
Restored it / and made al hool and fressh. 
And glad was he, and ioieful ^t stownde 
Whan lie felte his feet hoole wer6 and sowude. 
A viole of the watir of pat brooke 
He filde / & fruyt of the tree wit^ him took& 

(71) 
ffoorth his iotmieye this lonathas heeld ; 
And as fat he his looke aboute him caste, 
An-othir tree from a-fer he byheeld. 
To which he haastid and him hyed faste : 
Hungry he was / and of the fruyt he thraste 495 

In-to his mowth / and eet of it sadly. 
And of the leepre / he pourged was thcr-by. 497 

(72) 
Of fai fruyt more he laglite / & thens is goon ; 
And a fair Castel from a-fer sy he. 
In compas of which / heedes many oon 
Of men ther heeng / as he mighte wel see ; 
But uat for fat / he shone nolde or flee ; 502 

He thidirward him dressith the streight way. 
In al ^t euere pai he can or may. 504 

> Later scribble at side : <*Thi8 biit made the z (? v) daye of> 
maye In the fy[r]8t year of the rayne of kyDg "... *' Thomas " 
(6 times). 



491 



He tli«n oonca 
to anoUMT lake. 



and tU wmUr 
rvfttoTM the flMh 
orhUfoei. 



488 

He (lib a phial 
with it. and Ukca 

^ ^ ^ eone of Uie lrntr> 

490 frulU 



Then he eat* tlie 
fruit of another 
tree, and that 
cam hi* lepruay. 



498 He fatben MMiM 
of It, 



and walk* to a 
Caetle. 



^^4 XX.-1. »SA:mAd ctub a usg or lkpumt. 

Ti^sasi A^i miihio. 'Si'^a 'Jeoe ficatil. we rowpreye, 
■Wjiu 311^ ie jee " 1 ■* Sire*," qwoJ be eeiteTH, 
A 'jetasti I ^ sal lOigK mj^df it aeje, 
«r la 5:r :£« ht'Ttr ?< «ck« folb »d pKraeje.'* 509 

^E<«rf^ Y T1i>>y KBV kf=i ~ of niadir CMtd, the kjDg 

A j^^CR a MSii as L-xl t« For no thjng*. 511 

'"*■ 
- ^.'» silt lEif huh be^ ■■nj a sundiy leeche 513 
Pti rat^ncii'ti "~- ■» fcr fa> can and bele 
_j.di,^:k. >^-^T^c{ airt feals hot al to aeecbe 
ABB. ™ H^ m vk: rar ^ Uwv tut «(U hun dule, 

B:n if ;^: V ckk* the cfaaitn of heltbe enaele, 516 

Le»t ^!H Uj: t leys b?^ Iwse / •« diden they. 

Lijt ibow be VTf iiuw fynde it ahalt no pley." 518 

j^^>v> 4 "Sire^" eeile b« **yo* thauke I of jour hmJ, 519 

But g^tilillj yee hu roc to me qwit ; 

But I oat dn«<ie to l«w mjn becd ; 

Bj goildes help . ful nnf kcvpe I vole it, 

Goal, of his grace, swicfa koDDji^ & wit 523 

taosivitte bath lent me / ^ot I hope I sbal him con; 

fful wel dar I me putte in anentun^" 525 

(76) 
[Harm] They to the kynges preseaoe haa him lad ;* 526 

HinmiiH And bim, of the fruyt of the second Inn 
Kid IRC, He yaf to ete / & bad him to be glad. 

And aeide anoon / "your heltbe ban ahul yoe." 
•<Hi«»trsrihi Eekeof the second watir, him, yaf he 530 

"d drynkc / and whan he tbo two had receyuod, 
is leepre from him / voiiled waa & weyued. 532 

' Scrib1>l« at top, "It*iii." 

* Scriblila at toy and sida : " d d d <1 d . . and ho idil . . . 
id vuo . . Thomas . . Thomat," &e. 
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ZZIV. J0NATHA8 ARRAN0B8 TO RETUliK HOME. 
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(77) 

H The kyng / as vn-to his hy dignitee 
Conuenient was / yaf him largely. 
And to him seide : ** if ^t it lyke thoe, 
Abyden heere / I more habundantly 
Thee yeue wole " ^ " my lord, sikirly," 
Quod he / ** fayn wolde I your pleisir fulfitt, 
And in your hy presence abyde stille ; 

(78) 

But I no whyle may wtt^ yow abyde, 
So mochil haue I to doone elles where." 
^ lonathas euery day to the See syde 
Which was ny / wente / to looke & enquere 
If any ship drawynge thidir were, 
Which him hoom to his Contree ledo mighte. 
And on a day, of shippes had he sigHto, 

(79) 

Wei / a XXX**. toward the Castel drawe ;* 
And atte tyme of euen-song they ali 
Arryueden / of which he was ful fa we ; 
And to the Shipmen crie he gan & cidl. 
And seide / " if it so happe miglite & fall 
))at some of yow, me hoom to my Contree 
Me brynge wolde / wel qwit sholde he be ; " 

(80) 

And tolde hem whidir / ^t they sholden go. 
IF Oon of the shipmen foorth stirte atte laste. 
And to him seide / ** my ship, and no mo 
Of hem ))at heete been / hem shape & caste 
Thidir to weende / Let see / t^ on faste," 
Qtiod the Shipman / '* pat thou for my trauaiH 
Me yeue wilt / if fat I thidir saitt." 



533 TIm King part 
JoiwUuM W«1L 



537 



539 



540 



JonathM walks 
•Mwan^ 



544 



546 



547 P^fM>«rk) 



•ndMka Um 
. CkptaiMofsO 
551 ship*, who can 
takt lilm iMime. 

553 



554 



One 
doM. 



to 



558 



560 



^ Scribble in maigin : "Thomas . . Thomaa . . Thomas . . Tlioma." 
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XXIT. J0NATHA8 SETS UP AS A PHTSICIAX. 



Tlie King agrws. 



JonatliM 



•eUsnil, 



and Imnds at Um 
city wtiere the 
•erpentine FeiU- 
culaia. 



Sli« tliinlcs lie't 
been eaten by 
wildbeaMe; 



and lie's iw) 
cliaiiged Umt no 
one known liini. 



He Mte «p 08 a 
pbyeician. 



And enrea many 
dele folk. 



(81) 
The J were accorded / lonathas foorth gooth 561 

Vn-to the kjng / to axe of him licence 
To twynne thens / to which the kyng was looth ; 
And natheleeSy with his beneuolence, 
This lonathas from his magnificence 565 

Departed is / and foorth to the Shipman 
his way he takith / as swytbe as he can« 567 

(82) 
In-to the ship he entrilh / & as blyne 508 

As wynd and wedir, good shoop for to be, 
Thidir as he purposid him arryue, 
They saillid foorth / & cam to the Citee 
In which this serpentyn wom^nan was / shoe 572 

That had him temed with fiUse deceitis ; 
But where no remedie folwith / streit is ; 574 

(83) 
Tomes been qwit / al be they goode or baddc, 575 

Sumtyme / thogh they put been in delay. 
IF But to my purpos / shec deemed he haddu 
Been deuoured with beestes many a day 
Goon / shee thoghte / he deliured was for ay. 579 

ffolke of the Citee / kneew nat lonathas, 
So many a yeer was past / fat ho ther was ; 581 

(84) 
Mislykynge & thoght / changed eek his face. 582 

Abouten he gooth / and for his dwellynge 
In the Citee / he hyred him a place, 
And ther-in excercysid his konnynge 
Of phisyke / to whom weren re|Hjirynge 586 

Many a seeke wight / and ati were helid ; 
wel was the seek man / pat with him hath delid ! * 588 

^ Later scribble in the margin : " In the . . h . . I . . h . . 
k . ,"(each repeated). "This bill made the . . k k . . viz. . . 
This hill made . . Tliis byll made the v day of* niaye. This 
biH . . Roiuane." 



XXIV. JONATHAS ATTEXD^ THE SICK FELLIOULA. 
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596 



(85) 
Now shoop it thus / ^t this Fellicula — 
The welle of deoeyaable doublenesse, 
fiblwere of the steppes of dalida — 
Was thanne exaltat vn-to hy richesse, 
But shee was fallen in-to greet seeknesse, 
And heide seyn / for nat migHte it been hid, 
How maistref ul a leche he had him kid i 

(86) 
Messages solempne to him she sente, 
I^yynge him to do so mochil labour 
As come and seen hire / and he thidir wcnte. 
Whan he hir sy / ^t shee his pa;*amour 
had been, he wel kneew / and for ^t, dettour 
To hire he was / hire he thoghte to qwyte 
Or he wente / & no lengere it respyte ; 

(87) 
But what ^t he was / shee ne wiste nat. 
lie sy hire vryne / & eekc felte hir pous, 
And seide / " the soothe is this, pleyn & plat : 
A seeknesse han yee strange & merueiUoiis, 
AVTiich for to voide / is wondir dangerous ; 
To hele yow / ther is no way but oon ; 
Leche in this world / othir can fynde noon : 

(88) 
•* Auysith yow / whethir yow list it take* 
Or nat / for y told haue yow my wit." 
^ " A, Sire," seide shee / " for goddes sake, 
J)at way me shewc / and y shal folwen it, 
What-euere it be / for this seeknesse sit 
So ny myn herte / fat y woot nat how 
Me to demene / telle on, preye y yow." 

' Later, at top : " Ceste letttre fait le trouesme loore de aoulte 
enstre lames et moye Poir du vingo SS'' 39* et demi et quoy ct 
fouct Cure, Ac (1)." At side : "This bitt maJe the xx** day of 
may In the fy[r]st yerc of tho rayne of,*' 



589 [lMf9MMck] 
FeUicaU 



593 ludCdUnm, 



595 



600 



602 



603 



607 



609 



610 



6U 



616 



MidtMuUfor 
JoiiaUMs. 



He ktokt lU Iter 
oriiie, liMU Iter 
pulM, 



and Mjt th«ra^ 
only 000 waj to 
our* her. 



PMfMJ 



She rfedaiw •UM 
fbllow It, wlia^ 
ever It U. 
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XXIV. FELUCULA CONFESSES HEB ROBBERY OF JOKATHAA. 



Jonatlwa Mys 
•he inuKt c*oiir«M 
If she's etnleu 
Miy thing, 



and muit reetor* 
Hi 



(89) 

" Lady, yee muste openly yow confesse ; 
And if ageyn good conscience & rig&t, 
Any good han yee take, more or lesse, 
Bcfom tliis hour of any maner wight, 
yilde it anoon / elles nat in the might 
Of man is it / to yeue a medecyne 
pat yow may hele of your seeknesse & pyne. 

(90) 

" If any swich thyng be / telle out, y rede ; 
then ihe'u be weu And yee shul been al hool, y yow byheete ; 

•gikin. 

Elles myn art is naght, withouten dreede." 



617 



621 



623 



621 



" lord," shee thoghte / helthe is a thyng ful sweete ; 
Therwith desire y souerainly to meete. 628 

Syn y it by confessioan may rckeue/-e, 
A fool am I, but I my gilt deskeuere." 630 



[teafOS. bMk] 

She oonfeenee 
how the robd 
Jonnthas. 



Hie Jewels are 
In a cofliBr at the 
foot of her bed. 



(91) 

How falsly to the sono of themperour 
lonathas / had shee doon / before hem att, 
As yee han herd aboue / al )>at errour 
Bykneew shee / o Fellicula, thee ciiH 
Wei may y so / for of the bittir gaS 
Thow takist the begynnynge of Uiy name, 
Thow roote of malice / and mirour of shame ! 

(92) 



631 



635 



637 



638 



H Than seide lonatlias / ** wher» am tho three 

lewelles / ^t yee fro the Clerk withdrow 1 " 

H " Sire, in a Cofre / at my beddes feet yee 

Shul fynde hem / opne it / and see, preye y yow." 

He thoghte nat to make it qweynte and tow, 642 

And seye nay / and streyne courtcsie. 

But with right good wil / thidir he gan hye. 644 
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(93) 

llie Cofre he opned / and hem there fond^ 
Who was a glad man but lonathas, who 1 
The ryng vp-on a fyngir of hia hond 
he patte / and the brooch on his brest also ; 
The dooth eeke vndir his arm heeld he tho, 
And to hire him dressith / to doon his cure, 
Cure mortal / way to hir sepulture. 

(94) 

he thoghte, reewe shee sholde, and forthynke' 
pat shee hire hadde vn-to him mis bore ; 
And of ))at watir hire he yaf to drynke. 
Which fat his flessh / from his bones before 
had twyuned / wherthurgh he was olmoost lore, 
l^ad he releeued been / as yee aboue 
liau herd / and this he dide eeke for hir loue. 

(95) 

Of the fruyt of* the tree he yaf hire ete, 
Which pat him made in-to the leepre sterte ; 
And as blyue in hir wombe gon they frete 
And gnawe so / fat change gan hire herte. 
Now herkneth / how it hire made smerte : 
II ir wombe opned / and out fil eche entraille 
That in hire was / thus scith the booke saiiz faitt. 

(96) 

Thus wrecchidly, lo / this gyle [wojmau' dyde ; 
And lonathas, wttA tho lewolles three, 
No lengere there thoghte to abyde. 



645 Joiuthw ftiids 
hU J«web thert. 



649 



651 



652 



656 



658 



665 



666 



puUthc Ring 

on hb AnffMr, 

tiw Brooch on hit 

chwt, 

mid Um CloUi 

umler lils arm. 



ClMfn] 



In r»Teng«,he 
givw KeUicula 
UmUoC wator 



659 andtiMltper^ 
firuiU 



663 T1i«7ban%h«r 
belly op«n, and 
l»«r boweU fidl 



out. 



Jonatluw, with 
his 3 Jewels, 



' ** leyenge '* added by a later hand. In the margin are also, 
** Lonyng brother, I dan (?) . . my haryly cuddyr (?) . . p . . all 
• . ifan<f . . stoops . . . This ys Jamys." 

' Later, at top : "This bill made the xvij daye of* maye In 
the fy[r]8t yeare of* the Rayne of kyng Edwanle the ayxt, by the 
grace of god, of* Inglond, france, and yrclond, kyng. " 

' *guile-y woman died ' it must be ; not * this gtiilo, man did.' 
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XXIV. MORALIZATIOK OP THE 8T0RT OP JOICATHAS. 



goeabttck tohU 
Muther» 
and Hvet in Joj 
till he diM. 



But hoom to themperice, his modir, hastith he, 
Where as in ioie and in prosperitee 670 

his lyf ledde he / to his dyynge day : 
And 80 god vs graunte ^t we do may ! 672 

Amen. 



Deaf 93, hack] 

The Emperor 
UOod. 
Tlie first Son 
is Uie Angela. 



Tlie Snd Son 
is the Patriarcfaa 
ami Pro];>hete. 



The Srd Son 
ialCan. 



The Ring ia 
Faith. 



% Si habnerHi* 
fldem siottt gra^ 
num aynapis A/d 



n leftfM] 

The Brooch tc 
the Holy Ghost. 

5 MitUM voM« 
paraditusi Ac* 



[^oralijatlon,] 

Themperour |yat y spake of aboue, is oure lord god, 
))at hath .iij. sones. IF By the fixate sone, we 
shul vndirstonde Angels / to whiche / god yaf swich 
confirmacion ^t they may nat synne / for aftir )>at the 
wikkid Angels fillen 1 the goode angels so sadly weren 
adherent to god, and by him so conformed / ^t they 
mighten nat synne. IF By the second sone, we shul 
vndirstonde Patriarks and Prophetes / to whiche god 
yaf and bytook the olde lawe / pat is to seye, the lawe 
of Moyses / which was meuable / for it changid by the 
comynge of Cryst / IF To the .iij. sone, this Emp^-our 
yaf the lewellea / fat is to seyn, the ryng / the brooch 
& the clooth / IF By the ryng fat is rownd / We shul 
vndirstande feith / which is rownd, WiU^outen obliquitee 
or crookidnesse / and who-so hath the ryng of verray 
feith / he shal haue the loue of god and of his angels. 
U Wherc-of our Sauueowr spekith and seith thus : H " If 
yee haue as mochil feith as is the greyn of Sencfee ; 
yee shuln mowe seye to this hil, passe & go / and it 
shal paj^se " / & therfore he fat hath the ryng of verray 
feith f ho slial haue al ^ thyng at his lust and plesance. 
IF God yaf also to the Cristen man a brooch / fat is to 
seyn, the holy goost / and seyde / " I shal sende to yow 
the holy goost & he shal telle and informe yow of al 
l-at y seye " / and if we haue the holy goost in ourc 
h^rtes / wttAouten doute we shul ban aS goodes fat 
profyten to the helthe of soule / U Also god yaf to the 
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Cristen man the ,uj^ lewel / ))at is to seyn, the precious 

clooth / this clooth is parfyt charitee / which god xiwciouiu 

shewid vs in the Crois / he loued vs so mochu pat he 

deide f or vs / to brynge vs to etemel blisse / therfore 

vrho-60 sitteth vp-on parfyt charitee i dowtelees he shal 

be translated oat of this world / vn-to perpetuel resie. 

% The seid lonathas may be clept a Cristen man / 

which is sliden or fallen in*to synne. IF His paramour, tim Paramour is 

man's writolMd 

yxi is to seyn, his wrecchid flessh, cometh to him and setii. 

meetith him / stirynge him to synne / and so he leesith 

the ryng of feith / which he receyued & tooke in his 

baptema ^ Also the brooch, pat is to seyn, the holy 

gooet, fleeth from hym by cause of his synne. IF The 

clooth eek is with-^drawen from him, ^t is to seye, [> ic«r9i»iMck] 

parfyt charitee / as* often as he consentith to synne / 

and thus the wrecchid man dwellith or abydith wiUi- 

oaten help among beestes / ^t is to seyn / with the 

feend / the world and the flessh. IF Do therfore as 

dide lonathas. IF Ryse vp fro thy synne, ryse vp / f or l surn qn» ^or^ 

mis, k Ulaminabo 

al to longe haast thow slept in the lappe of* camalitee te &d 

or flesshlyhede / as it is writen : IT " Aryse vp thow 

^t sleepist, and y shal enlumyne thee." H Eight so 

Sampson slepte in the lappe of Dalida, and loste his 

strengthe. U lonathas roos and entred in-to the watir tim hot water 

of penance / which twynneth and disseuerith the flessh, 

bat vi to seyn, flesshly affeccions / H Aftirward he eet Tiieisttrse*tfhiit 

Is SbarpiMss. 

of the fruyt of sharpneese / which changed his cheere 

in-to the manere of a leepre / as it is red of Cryst: ^viaimiumai 

tassquaai Tiiltaai 

H '^ we sy him as haaynge no chiere or contenance." itotihabmtMmAa 
H Right so of the soule, which is in bittimesse for the 
wroght offense and synne. H wher-of it is seid in the 
figure and liknesse of the soule : H '* Blake y am, but y 

' Later, at top : "Badufbt WQcokea." " Iheras, 

" IheaiLB, haue mercy ^pon tb and this Inglishe nacyon, 
which hath bene of dmsts flock an habitacioft." 

At foot : ** Thomas, late Pokes Walere (I) " and some French, 

upside down. 

HOCCLKVE, M.P. — II. B 
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XXIV. hooclevb'b dedication to ladt wkstuoblakd. 



% Nigra tOM, Mt 
fonnoMftc^ 

TiMtnd Water 
U Um HoI j 
Commaulon. 

[1 lMf95] 

^ Ego tOM font; 
HHi biberit &d 



T)m fruit of 
the 2nd tree i« 
Ueuon, 



The Ship it the 
Chordi. 



The Home b 
the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 



am fair " / pat is to seyn, blake in body, and fair in 
soule. IF lonatJias entred the second watir, which 
restored al, &c. ^ This watir is the holy comnranioun 
aftir penitence, 5 Wher-of spak^ ouic ^Sanueoar:* 
IF " I am the well / who-so drynkith of fat watir, he 
shal nat thriste ageyn." H Afttr, this lonathas eet of 
the fruyt of the second tree, which restored al pa% was 
lost, ^t is to seyn, whan man is glorified in etemol 
lyf, and helith the kyng, pat is to seyn, resoun. and 
so he entrith the ship of the chirche / and to his 
paramour, )>at is to seyn, his flessE, he pumeieth watir 
of contricioun & fruyt of penance and aharpnesse / for 
which the flessb / pat is to seyn, camel or fless^y 
affeccton, sterueth and dieth / and the man purchaceth 
& getith by penitence the goodes pat were lost / and so 
he gooth in to his Contrce, pat ia to seyn, the Regno 
of heuene : to which, god of his grace brynge vs aH. 
Amen! 



Little poem, 
beg ImAj Wctt- 
niorland 



to receive yon 
at her riglit, 
and try to please 
her. 



GO, smal book* / to the noble excellence 
Of my lady / of Westmorland / and seye, 
Hir humble seruant / with al reuerence 
Him reco9?tmandith yn-to hir nobleye ; 
And byseeche hire / on my behalue, & proye, 
Thee to receyue / for hire owne right ; 
And looke thow / in al manere weye 
To plese hir womTTianhede / do thy might. 

Humble seruant ) 

to your gracious > 

noblesse } 

T: Hoccleue. 

At foot, later, "Perlegi 1666." 

'Later, at top: **Vnto the glory ous Reaurreccyon of the 
Body and the lyfe Kuer lastyng." At side ** radulfus Wilcok . . 
honerif isnilitatibus . . But, the sayd def (I)." 
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NOTES. 

L 

Extracts from Christine de Pisan's L*Epi8tre du 
Dieu d! Amours (Mai 1399). — CEuvres Po^tiques 
de C. de P. publi^ par Maurice Roy. ii. 1 — 27. 
Soc. des Anciens Teztes FranQais, 1891. 

[The no8. of the Kngliah lines are on the left ; those of 
the ^ench on the right] 

1 CupidOf roy par la grace de lui, 1 
Dieu des amans, sans aide de nullui 

2 Regnant en Fair du ciel tr^ reluisant 

5 Filz de Venus la deesse poissant, 4 
Sire d'amours et de tons ses obgiez, 

6 A tons nos vrais loiaulz servans subgiez, 

7 Salut, Amour, Familiarity I 

8 Savoir faisons en generality 8 
11 Qu*a nostre Court sont venues complaintes 

Par devant nous, et moult piteuses plaintes 

9 De par toutes dames et damoiselles, 

10 Gentilz femmes, bourgoises et pucelles, 12 
Et de toutes femmes generaument, 

Nostre secours requerant humblement ... 14 

11 Si se plaignent les dessusdittes dames, 17 

12 Des grans extors, . . des oultrages tr^ griefs, 20 
Que chascun jour des desloiaulx re^ivent, 

Qui les blosment, diffament et de^oivent 
15-16 Sur tons pais se complaignent de France ... 2.3 
18 Car a present sont pluseurs chevaliers 33 

£t escuiers mains duis et coustumiers 
21 D*elles trayr par beaulx blandissemens. 
18 Si se faignent estre loyaulx amans 36 

21 Et se cueuvrent de diverse faintiae ; 
22-5 Si vont disant que griefroent les atise 

L*amour d'elles, qui leur cuer tient en serre, 
Dont Pun se plaint, a Tautre le cuer serre, 40 

19, 22 L'autre pleure par semblant et souspire, 
25 Et Tautre faint que trop g^efment empire 
23 Par trop amer tout soit descoulour^, 

28 Et presque mort et tout alangor^, 44 

29 Et jurent fort, et promettent et mentent 

33 Estre loiaulx, secrez, et puis s*en vantent ... 46 

41 Ainsi, se trop ne sont aperceiies, 99 

42 Sont maintes fois les dames deceues. 

41 Car simples sont, n*y pensent se bien non, 



5J44 Christine de Pisan's " Z'JEpistre au Dim cC Amours.' 

Dont il avient souvent, veullent ou non, 102 

42 Qiramer leur fault ceulz qui si lea de9oiveiit, 
49 Tra'ies sont ains qu'ellee raperyoivent. 104 

50-1 Mais quaut ainsi sont fort envolop^es, — 105 

57 Lea desloiaulz qui lea ont attrap^es, 

Or escoutez comment ilz s'en chevissent : 
59 Ne leur souflBst ce qu'ainai lea trahisaent, 108 

57 Aina ont coropaings de leur male alliance ; 

62 Si n'y remaint ne fait ne couvenance 

63 Qui ne aoit dit Tun a Tautre, et, trop pliia 

Qu^ilz n'ont de bien, ae van tent que reclua 112 

68 Sont devenua en la chambre leura damea 

Dont Bont amez ; puis jurent corps et ames 

Comment du fait il leur eat avenu, 
68 £t que couch4 braz a braz y ont nu . . . 116 



78 Mais a'aucunea attraient en tel guiae, 537 

80 Quel merveille ? Ne fu pas, par faintise, 

82 Par faulz consaulz, par tra^faon bastie, 

Par parlemena, engine et foy mentie, 540 

81 La grant cit^ de Troye jadia prise, 

83 Qui tant fu fort, et toute en fen esprise ? 542 
Et tous les jours par engine et desrois 

85 Ne traiat on et royaumea et roya ? . . . 544 

Et fust ores malicieuse et sage 551 

Si n*est ce pas en ce grant vassela^e 

89 A homme agu, de grant malice plem, 

90 Qui peine y met comme il en est tout plein. 554 

99 La rigolent Pun Tautre, et par reprocliea 126 

^entredient: ** Je syay bien de tea fais, 
100 ** Telle est t'amie^ et tu le jolis fais 
102-8 ** Pour sienne amour ; mais pluaeurs y ont part ; 
104-5 " Tu es recen quant un autre a'en part." 130 



Kt puis apr^ s'en moquent et s'en vantent, 531 

110 Et vont disant que femmea ae consentent 
127 Legierement, com legieres et frailles, 

111 Et qu'on ne doit avoir fiance en ellea . . . 534 
113 La difEament les envieux la belle 131 
115 Sanz achoison, ne nul mal savoir d'elle ; 

Et lors cellui qui en est rigoM 

Monstre semblant qu*il en suit adoul^s ... 134 

120 Si en y a qui se sont mis en peine 147 

121 Qu'on les amast, mais perdu ont leur peine; 
122-3 Si sont honteux dont ilz sont reffus^ ; 

124 Ne veulent pas qu'on croie que mus6 150 

Ayent en vain, pour ce de ce se vantent 
126 Qu'oncques n*avint . . . 



134 Et quel proffit vient d'ainsi diffamer 165 

135 A ceulz meismes qui se deussent armer 

136 Pour les garder, et leur honneur deffendre ? 
138 Car tout homme doit avoir le cuer tendre 



Christine de Pisaiis '* LEpidre au Dieu cC Amours** 245 
174 Envers femme qai a tout homroe est mere . • • 169 



148 Et suppose qa'il en y ait de nycea 185 

150 Oa rempllea de pluaeura divers vices, 

151 Sans foy, n'amour, ne nnlle loiault^, 

153 Fieres, males, plaines de omault^, 

149 Oa poa oonstans, legieres, variables, 

152 Caatelleuses, fausses et decevables, 190 

154 Doit on poor tant toutes mettre en freraaille, 
Et tesmoignier qu*il n'est nulle qai vaille ? 

155 Quant le hault Dieu fist et forma les angelz . • . 193 
156-7 N*en y ot il de mauvais en leurs fais ? 195 

160 Doit on poor tant angelz nommer mauvais ? • . • 196 

169 Par ces preuves justes et veritables 721 
Je conclus que tous hommes raisonables 

170 Doivent femmes prisier, cherir, amer, 
175 Et ne doivent avoir cuer de blasraer 

174 Elles de qui tout homme est descendu . . . 725 

190 Si se plaingnent les deesusdittes dames 259 

191 De pluseurs clers qui sus leur mettent blasraes, 
Dittiez en font, rimes, proses et vers, 

192 En diffamant leurs meurs par moz divers . . . 262 

197 En vers dient, Adam, David, Sanson, 267 
199 Et Salemon et autres a foison, 

198 Furent deceuz par femme main et tart : 

202 Et qui sera done li homs qui s*en gart r . . • 270 

204 Ovide en dit, en un livre qu*il fist, 281 
206 Assez de maulz, dout je tiens qu'il meflist, 

204-5 Qu'il appella le " Remede d'amours,** 

205 On leur met sus moult de villaines moors, 

Ordes, laides, pleines de villenie . . . 285 

Si ont les clers apris tr^ leur enfance 291 

211 Cellui livret en premiere science 

De gramaire, et aux autres Paprenent 

213 A celle fin qu*a femme amer n*emprenent. 

219 Mais de ce sont folz, et perdent leur peine, 295 

220 Ne Tempescbier, si n'est fom chose vaine. 

221 Car, entre moy et ma dame Nature, 

222 Ne souffrerons, tant com le monde dure, 298 

224 Que cberies et amto ne soient, 

232 Malgr^ touz ceulz qui blasmer les vouldroient, 
Et qu'a pluseurs roeismes qui plus les blasment 
234 N^ostent les cuers, et ravissent et emblent . . • 302 

225 Et aucuns sont qui iadis en mes las 495 
227 Furent tenus, mais il sont d'amer las, 

226 Ou par vieillece ou deffaulte de cuer, 

227 Si ne veulent plus amer a nul fuer, 

Et convenant m'ont de tous poins ny^, 

230 Moy et mon fait guerpy et reni4 500 

231 Comme mauvais serviteurs et rebelles. 

228 Et telle gent racontent telz nouvelles 
Communement, et se plaignent, et blasment 

232 Moy et mon fait, et les femmes diffament . . . 504 
Si M tel gent trop plus qu'autre riens, certes 509 



246 Christine de PisarCs ** VEpistrt au Dieu cP Amours. 

234 Et les paye eouvent de leurs dessertes ; 
Car, en despit de leurs males paroles, 

236 Eulx assorter d'aucunes femmes foles, 512 

237,262 De pou d'onneur, males, maurenomm^es, 

239 Je fais yoeulz : de tel gent sont am^ . . . 514 

La sont surpris et bien envelop^ 517 

Ceulz qui les mieulx cuident estre eschapp^. 

263 Comme il affiert sunt tel gent avoy4 ; 

245 Si leur est bien tel mescbief emploi^ . . . 520 

246 I^autres pluseurs, et meismement Ovide 321 
Qui tant en voult, puis diffam^r les cuide ; 

247 Et tons les clers, qui tant en ont parl^ 
252 Plus qu*autre gens en furent affol^ 

259 Non pas d*une seule mais d'un millier. . . . 325 

274 Li autres dit que moult sont decevables, 271 

275 Cautilleuses, faulses et pou valables. 
Autres dient que trop sont men^ongieres, 

279 Variables, inconstans et legieres . . . 274 



Et meismement pouSte si soubtil 387 

Comme Ovide, qui puis fu en ezil, 
281-3 Et Jeban de Meun ou Romant de la Rose, 

286 Quel long proems 1 quel difficile cliose I . . . 390 

287 Pour decepvoir sanz plus une pucelle . . . 395 
291 A foible lieu faut il done grant assault? 397 

Comment peut on de prds fairs grand saut ? 
Je ne s^ay pas ce veoir ne oomprendre 
296-7 Que grant peine faille a foible lieu prendre, 400 

289 Ne art, n'en^^in, ne grant soubtivetl. 

295 Dont convient il tout de necessity, 

296 Puis qu'art convient, grant engin et grant peine, 

297 A decevoir femme noble ou villaine, 404 

298 Qu'elz ne soient mie si variables, 

299 Comme aucun dit n*en leur fait si muables^ . . 406 

302 Que fiit jadis Med^e au faulz Jason ? 437 

303 Tr^ loialle, et lui fist la toi^on 

304 D*or conqnerir par son engin soubtil, 

Dont il acquist loz plus qu'autres cent mil . . . 440 

308 Par elle fu renomm^ dessus tous, 441 
Si lui promist que loial ami doulz 

307 Seroit tout sien, mais sa foy lui menti, 

Et la laissa pour autre, et s en parti 444 

311 Que fu Dido, royne de Cartage, 
De grant amour et de loial corage, 

309 Vers Eneas qui, exilic de Troye, 

Aloit par mer las, despris et sanz joye, 448 

312 Presque pery, lui et ses chevaliers? 
Recueilli fu, dont lui estoit mestiers 

310 De la belle, qu'il faussement de^ut «... 451 
315 Dont a la fin celle, pour s'amisti4 459 

^ Hoccleve wisely leaves out Christine's retort that the books 
against Uiem wereu't written by women (609-10) ; had they been 
(416), things nd have been differently put. 



Christine de Pisan's *' L'Epidre au Dieu cC Amours!^ 247 
Monit de dueil, dont ce fu grant piti^ 460 



Si trouvera, se vient a droit jugier, 643 

330 Qae le plus grant mal puet pou doromagier : 

331 N'occient gent, ne blescent, ne mahagDeDt^ 
Ne traisona ne pourcliacent n'empregnent, 

334 Fea ne boutent, ne desheritent gent, 

335 N'empoiaonnent, n'emblent or ne argent, 648 
Ne de^oivent d'avoir ne d*oritage, 

386 N'en fauiz contros, et ne portent domage 
333 Aux royaunies, auz duchies, n'aux empires ; 

Mal ne s'ensuit gaires, meisraes des p^res .... 652 
.... elles n*ont pas les cuers 670 

Enclins ad ce, ne a cniault^ f aire ; 
337-40 Car nature de femme est debonnaire, (Bm alto isb-its.] 

346 Moult piteuse, paourouse et doubtable, 

345 Humble, doulce, coye, et moult charitable, 674 

347 Amiable, devote,en pavz honteuse, 

346 Et guerre craint, simple et religieuse, 

341 Et en ooarrouz tost apaise son yre . . . . 677 

361 . . . mais du decevement 608 

351-7 Dont on blasme dame Eve nostre mere, 

354 Dont s'ensuivi de Dieu sentence amere, 610 

365-6 Je di pour vray qu 'oncq Adam ne de9ut, 
364 Et simplement de Tanemi con^ut 
363 La parole qu'il lui donna a croire, 

Si h cuida estre loial et voire, 614 

En celle foy de lui dire s'avance ; 
867 Si ne fut done fraude ne decepvance 

Car simplece, sanz malice celee, 
367 Ne doit estre decepvance appelMe. 618 

372 Nul ne de9oit sanz cuidier decepvoir, 
371 Ou aultrement decepvance n'est voir. 620 

374-5 Quelz grans maulz done en pevent estre diz ? 

Par desservir n*ont elles paradis? 
375 De quelz cristnes les pent on accuser ? . . . 623 

Mais, qui qu*en ait mesdit ou mal escript 559 

435 Je ne truis pas en livre nVn escript 

437 Qui de Jbesus parle, on de sa vie, 

436 Ou de sa mort pourcbac^ d'envie . . . 562 
444 N'euvan^e qui nul mal en tesmoigne, 565 

Mais mamt grant bien, mainte hauTte besoigne, 
447 Orant prudence, grant sens, et grant Constance, 
Parfaite amour, en foy grant arrestance. 
Grant charit^ . . . et grant semblant en firent, 569, 71 

438 Car, mort ne vif, oncque ne le guerpirent 

442 Fors des fenimes fu de tons delaissi^ 
Le doulz Jhesus, navr^, mort et bleci^. 

443 Toute la foy remaint en une femme .... 575 

450 Et se j*ay ait d'elles bien et louenge, 759 

451 Comme il est vray, ne Fay fait par losange 

452 N'a celle fin que plus orgueil en aient, 

453 Mais tout a fin que toudis elles soyent 

454 Curieuses de mieulz en mieulz valoir, 
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Sanz les vices qae Pen ne dolt avoir ; 764 

456 Car qui plus a grant vertu et bont^, 
En doit estre moins d' orgueil surmont^^ 

457-8 Car les vertus si enchacent lee vices. 

Et, s'il est des feromes aucunes nycee, 768 

Ceet* Epistre leur pubt estre dottrine, 
Le mal laissent ; les bonnes vueillent en ce 
454 Prendre vouloir d* auoir perseverence, 772 

455,62 Si aront preu, g^ant honneur, joye et los 

Et Paradis a la fin, dire I'os. 774 

463 Pour ce conclus en diffinicion, 

466-7 Que des mauvais soit fait punicion 776 

Qui les blasment .... si soient tuit 777, 779 

468 De nostre Court chaci^ bani, destruit .... 780 

464 Et commandons de fait a no maisnie 784 

465 Generauroent et a noz officiers . . • • 785 

466 .... que tons ceuz inauboiUis 788 
Et villennez soient tr^ laideroent 

467 Injuriez, punis honteusement .... 790 
470 Accompli soit sanz fuire aucun delais. 795 

472-3 DoNNi en Tair, en nostre grant palais^ 
Le jour de May la solempn^e feste 

474 Ou les amans nous font mainte requests, 

475 L' An de grace Mil trois cens quate vins 

Et dix et neuf , present dieux et divins • . . . 800 

Creintis [= Cristine]. 
Explicit r Epistre au dieu d* amours. 828 
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II. 



LETTER OF CUPID, p. 72—91. 

COLLATION OF THE ASHBURNHAM MS 53, & SHIRLErS 
MS TRIN. COLL. CAMB. R. 3. 20, p. 116 Ac. 



72/1. comaundeinentes Sh. 

— 4. the mortel A, al mortel Sli. 

— 5. the ofii. A, Sh., citheres Bone 

oonly Sh. 

— 6. alle A Sh. 

— 7. gretyng hertly Sh., g^tynges 

senden A. 
73/8. wole A, wol Sh. 

— 9. and A, of Sh. 

— 10, esowe Sh. 

— II. Swich A, • . . of F, as Sh. 

— 12. doon A, which doone Sh. 

— 14, this F, hir A, pe Sh. 

— 16. And passyng* A, ... on) F, 

vj>on Sh., . . . the litel F, 
this A. 

— 18. can . . . dissimiilen A. 

— 19. on F, in A, Sh. ; her F, |»eyre 

Sh. 

— 20. hcrte A, feelen Sli. 

— 23. and with A, a chere Sh. 

— 24. trewely A, trnwly Sh. 

— 25. in hert that they Sh. ; liun 

swich A, 

— 26. seyne Sh. 

— 27. liKtSh. 

— 28. most Sh. 

— 29. seyn A, seynts Sh. 

— 30. aH doth F, Sliewen A. 

— 31. Whyles . . . lasten A ; la»t 

... or Sh. 

— 32. and . . . ech F, in euery A. 

— .S3, al F, yche A. 

74/34. ryght as F, As J^at A Sh. ; 
lyste F, lykith A. 

— 35. moot myn herte A ; . . . 

herte I prey Sh. 

— 38. worde may non A ; non ntstcrt 

¥f ther noon sterte A. 



74/39. reson) ... to F, sholde any 
wight by resun A, reson 
any wight sholde Sh. 

— 43. moveth . . . F, women 

meeued of A Sh. 

— 44. as >at tho A. 

— 45. they graunte F, graunten A, 

Sh. 

— 46. that . . . nat F, they nat 

shulden A, that pey shalde 
nat Sh. 

— 48. of F, In Sh. ; they A, ye F. 

— 49. thus A, Sh., and thos F; 

while ^es Sh. 

— 50. this F, the A Sh.; pot A 

penne F; |»us ha>e pe 
potte by stele Sh. 

— 51. is m his F, of hire hath A. 

— 52. kepeth . . . more F, he 

keepith nat A, with her ne 
kepe|»e he more Sh. 

— 53. after, am, Sh. ; fynden A, 

f. owher Sh. 

— 55. bestows so Sh. 

— 56. ^ees men for alle ^yre oo^es 

beon harde to leede Sh. 
75/59. thin woman this traytoiire 
Sh., this tr. the w. A. 

— 60. faste . . . F, fast him spedeth 

F, spedeth him fast Sli. 

— 61. on a lowe F A, ouer throwe 

Sh. 

— 62. ne A Sh. 

— 63. telleth him Sh. 

— 65. to accuse A. 

— 66. to . . . selfe F. confesse him 

A ; Nowe is |>i« witte / 
confesse himself thraytour 
Sh. 
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Collations of * The Letter of Cupid,* 



— 70. 



— 71. 

— 72. 

— 74. 



76/67. a A. 

— 68. tellen how hir body he Sh. ; 

do F, doon A. 

— 69. he . . . him F, to him thus 
loo Sh. 

grete esclaundre F Sh., ful 
ffreet reprtjef A ; vnto F, 
booj^e to Sh. 

name yet F, Day / yit A. 

vertu F, pitee ... it A, 
goode ... it Sh. 

inwardes Sh. 

— 75. sclaundre F, shame A. 

— 76. tlianke A, hye thank Sh. 

— 77. whiche . . . helpen Sh. 

— 78. \>at men by si. A Sh. 

— 79. Innocent F, ignorant A. 

— 80. ys . . . sith F A, sith ys 

Sh. 

— 81. as J»at A. 

— 82. om. the Sh. 
76/88. al A Sh. 

— 85. Betrayen A Sh. 

— „ Citees F A, Resumes Sh. 

— 86. is yt . . . shape F, is . . . 

shape a A Sh. 

— 87. Agevnes false & hid A, A. 

falsely hidde Sh. 

— 88. suche F, tho A ; craftes F A, 

castes Sh. 

— 89. wytte . . . redy F, wil ay 

reedy is A Sh. 

— 90. thinges that sounej^e Sh. ; 

hy A, hye Sh. 

— 91. beth F, be A. 

— 92. these F, the A. 

— 93. as A Sh. 

— 94. tliey A, \>ey Sh. 

— 96. om. to A. 

— 97. guerdonethheFjhimqwytith 

A. 

— 98. l>'tell wote F, Smal witen A, 

1. knowe Sh. 

— 99. To his felaw an otiiir wreche 

A. 

— 100. the hath F, hath thee A. 

— 102. desyrid A. 

— 106. ride F, ride on Sh. 

— 107. whilest Sh. ; for, om. A. 
77/108. wol F, can A ; with-sey F, 

sey ney 8h. 

— 109. smertly F, qwikly A ; snak' 

A. 

— 110. thus these F, so the A. 



77/111. 80 . . . mot F, J»at . . . oft 
gyled shal Sh. 

— 112. ay ... F, For . . . nouel- 

lerye Sh. 

— 114. self / h\Te F, self / here A. 

— 115. Kepreef of her he spekth A . 

— 117. dyuers F, sundry A; oft 

maken Sh. 

— 120. Ful . . . wolde F, For . . . 

wolde eke Sh. 

— 121. spent his tyme A. 

— 123. hyr pleynly F, his lady A. 

— 124. and F, or Sh. ; had A. 

— 127. For euery Sh. 

— 129. leiser han A Sh. 

78/131. onmaddyDgehe..brog1itA. 

— 132. he shoulde Sh. 

— 133. which wyramen loven Sh. 

— 134. To F, And Sh. 

— 135. too F, To A. 

— 136. and in F, For |»e Sh. 

— 138. yf that F, And if Sh. 

— 139. Al moot he flee \>at is to it 

A. 

— 140. his grete F, ther-to A, mans 

g.Sh. 

— 141. A foul vice A, Right foule 

itSh. 

— 143. men F, man A Sh. 

— 147. thise ... in F, the ... at 

A ; beth F, been Sh. 

— 148. man ... a woman Sh. 

— 151. and F, al Sh. 

— 153. and ful F, al ful Sh. 

— 154. that . . . al F, swiche alle A, 
79/156. al . . . were F, allf was A. 

— ^58. al men woot F, men wel 

knowen A. 

— 159. that F, wheche Sh. 

— 161. he that ... is F, which . . . 

is moche Sh. 

— 163. yit of hem were goode Sh. 

— 164. fynden A ; happen men to 

fynde Sh. 

— 165. good is for teschuwe Sh. 

— 166. deeme . . . alle A, deme it 

. . . al Sh. 

— 167. se . . . falsenesse A, se it 

. . . f. Sh. 

— 168. trusten F A, trust )>e Sh. 

— 170. hir F, hem Sh. 

— 171. \>e w. hir shap be thikke or 

ellys Sh. 

— 172. good or baddo Sh. 
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79/173. euery m. w. F, For ycb 
wight Sh. 

— 176. ys yt F, ha|»e he Sh. ; shame 

. . . speke F, shame / speke 
of hir A. 

— 176. forth F, out Sh. 

— 179. be . . . F, >y M. Tnto the 
bee Sh. 

— 180. thou . . . F, man shal hon- 

nour \>ee Sh. 
80/181. hir nat F, nat hire A ; And 
d. t h. in Sh. 

— 182. by F, thurgh A. 

— 183. ys seyde in oure e. Sh. 

— 184. foule F A, beest Sh. 

— 185. that he F, so it A. 

— 186. vseth F, wont is A. 

— 187. wel ... F, of wommen wel 

A. 

— 188. to displesen F, for to de- 

spise A Sh ; ne F A, and 
Sh. 

— 189. they wol F Sh., hem list A. 

— 190. These, om. A. 

— 191. bokes of hir F, makynges of 

Sh. 

— 192. dispisen t w. F, tliey lakken 

wommenes A. 

— 194. hem yeue A, gyf hem Sh. 

— 196. belowen A. 

— 197. Tho F, |»eire Sh. ; sory F, 

wikkid A. 

— 200. may F, koude Sh. 

— 201. done . . . F, edoo and yet 

Sh. 

— 202. the . . . not F, who may hire 

by malice A ; hir F, ^yre 
Sh. 

— 203. as that theys F, Not the 

world A, as that tlie Sh. 

— 206. reprefe F, villanye Sh. 
81/208. aF A, asSh. 

— 209. or rvme F, ryme A. 

— 210. he F A, \>ey Sh. 

— 211. hir F A, |»eyre Sh. 

— 213. to lone hem ever to Sh. 

— 214. syn F, sithe Sh. 

— 216. They ••»»»* A. 

— 216. and, om. A ; suche • . . 

wrapped F, sweche . . . 
trapped Sh. 

— 218. No F, Ye no Sh. ; thyse F, 

\>at the A. 

— 219. I do F Sh., do we A. 



81/220. labour and trauaille A. 

— 221. betwixt vs A. 

— 222. noon F, nat A, not Sh. 

— 223. these F, om. A ; cruel F, 

outrageous A. 

— 226. my F, our A. 

— 226. ytyed F, Tyd A. 

— 228. ys F, nis Sh. 

— 229. they F, om, Sli. 

— 231. me . . . my F, vs . . . our, A. 
82/233. myn F, oure A. 

— 234. I F, We A. 

— 243. ^ouehe that no w. bee 

ewhette Sh. 

— 244. persyng . . . how F, strokes 

how sore A. 

— 246. kerve F, brest Sh. 

— 248. as it is knowen wyde Sh. 

— 249. man F, men Sli. 

— 261. koude F, come Sh. 

— 266. they F, in herte they A. 

— 267. this F, tho A, so thees, Sh. 
83/258. oon v. and o)>er tliey were, 

Sh. 

— 259. thise F, the A; often F, 

wel oft Sli. 

— 260. thise F. om. A. 

— 261. weren nat they / A. 

— 262. as weren F, that wem A. 

— 263. this F, thees Sh. 

— 266. worshippe F, honur A. 

— 267. thise F, tho* A. 

— 272.. For v. o. he can abyde Sh. 

— 273. a wight F, oon for A, folkos 

for Sh. 

— 274. this F, the A. 

— 276. wonne F A, conquerd Sh. 

— 278. refreyne F, restreyne A. 

— 282. occupacion) F, opynyoun 

Sh. 
84/286. AparayUes for to tellcn vp 
Sh. 

— 286. longe F, large Sh. 

— 288. I . . . my F, we . . . our A, 

„ Nough . . . ne in . . . cura- 
prende Sh. 

— 291. snail soo, Sh. 

— 296. moot yt, Sh. 

— 297. for to . . . whateuer Sh. 

— 299. thipe F, tho A ; feyne F A, 

seyne Sh. 

— 304. quyt be hir F, ^e q. his 

Sh. 

— 306. this man F, ^ecs men Sh. 
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Uj^l, hir . . . his F, hem . . . 
J>ayre Sh. 

— 308. gat liim . . . name F, grete 

. . . fame Sh. 
86/310. wrechch F Sli., man A. 

— 311. Vnto Dido whiche Sh. 

— 312. smertys F, greeiies A. 

— 313. han doon F, do A. 

— 316. therof F, of it A. 

— 316. my . . . may F, our . . . may 

men A, )>e . . . may men Sh. 

— 318. no ... F, noon / ne byheste 

may men» A. 

— 319. repreuablo F, rcpreef ne 

of A. 

— 320. In herte of man / conceites 

trewe arn dede A. 
„ hath F, hath nowe Sh. 

— 321. noght F, naght A, barreine 

Sh. 
„ trouthe F A, feyth Sh. 

— 322. namely yt is F, / is hir vice 

A. 
„ nat . . . F, ful wel knowe, 
Sh. 

— 324. a womans F, wommannes 

A, l^ees wymmens Sh. 

— 327. No fore . . . no F, Yee / 

strab . . . noon A ; no F, 
lytelSh. 

— 328. kepe wel . . . what so Sh. 

— 331. dystroyen no F, ne d. Sh. 
86/336. Foike enpoysone / or h. A. 
-— 339. To t A, To al tbewes, Sh. 

— 341. wel . . . a F, so wel kan |>e, 

Sh. 

— 342. softe A, soft Sh. 

— 343. be . . . F, been • . . |>e 

sygne Sh. 

— 344. Wommannes h. to A. 

— 347. ful amyable Sh. 

— 349. hath not thiKe Sh. 

— 360. Ne . . . nat I, Folwyth 

nothing A. 

— 361. firete A; natheles F A, 

neiier ^e leese Sh. 

— 352. lese his F, to lese hir Sh. 

— 364. heestes F A, heest J>oo Sh. 

— 366. tasten of a F, to ete of the 

A, to tasten of ^ Sh. 

— 366. ne F, nat A. 

— 367. deuel . . . ne F, feend been 

/ no more she A, feende 
ebee n. she Sh. 



87/368. penvyous Sh. 

— 360. for to F, to A. 

— 361. Eve to deceyve Sh. 

— 363. noght F, nat A, nade Sli. 

— 366. 1 sey F, we seyn A ; gocide 

Sh. 

— 366. ne F A, she Sh. 

— 367. may F, cane Sh. 

— 368. ))at she F, she Inee Sh. 

— 369. er F, or A. 

— 371. calle ... no F, may not 

calle yt Sh. 

— 372. yt F, yt firnt Sh. 

— 374. to deuien F, for to deeme A. 

— 376. she F A, Eve Sh.; this 

harme F Sh., |>at gilt A. 

— 377. hir F, Eves Sh. 

— 379. Touchynge which/ A. 

— 380. 1 F, We A. 

— 381. that . . . now F, men mowe 

A, that men now may Sh. 

— 383. This haue A ; I F, We A. 
88/386. hir hold F, hir holde, A, 

holde Eve Sh. 

— 391. feende F A, worme Sh. 

— 393. this F, |>at A Sh. 

— 396. sleythes F, sleightes A. 

— 396. of F A, hool of Sh. 

— 397. from the F, from A Sh. 

— 399. him . . . of F A, man . . . 

frome Sh. 

— 400. to F Sh., fro A. 

— 404. that she F A, she cleen Sli. 

— 406. hir . . . bore F, liire be 

borne A, hir hir be borne 
Sh. 

— 408. leene F Sh., weyke A. 
89/410. preysing F, laude A. 

— 411. I sey, F Sh., We Witen A. 

— 412. men F, man A SIu 

— 416. that F Sh., it A. 

— 416. now . . . good F, it is to 

taken A. 

— 418. honureth F A, worahii>cj>o 

Sh. 

— 419. al F, alle A Sh. 

— 420. and . . . a F, For . . . offt 

Sh. 

— 421. F Sh. om. A. 

— 422. blood F A, blood heere Sh. 

— 423. I F, We A. 

— 424. thou F Sh., A. 

— 426. Ouercum A, In ouerkomyng 

Sh. 
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89/427. Vn-to the feith of God / 
holy virgyne A; of God 
A, j^ou goode 8h. 

— 428. I F, We A, »>at I Sb. 

— 429. by F, Oonly by 8h. 

— 430. neuer in my F, nat in one 

A, not in my Sh. 

— 431. euer wenre y F, ay We wer- 

rey A, euer I werre Sh. 

— 432. lo . . . me F, leeueth wel 

ye A. 

— 434. remembrance We nat may 

A. 
90/437. maketh F A, made Sh. 

— 440. pardee as w. Sh. 

— 442. Womman F A, Wymmen 

Sh. 

— 444. for . . . F, holy wnrt thus 

Sh. ; seyeth F, eeith A. 
^- 445. shul . . yt shoule so f. Sh. 

— 446. I . . . F Sh, it may preeued 

be ther-by A. 

— 447. stable F, al the A. 

— 448. tlie F, al A, (rtn. Sh. 



90/451. tolde F Sh., is nat told A. 

— 452. or F, ne Sh. 

— 455. hir F, |»eyre Sh. 

— 457. digne . . . noble F Sh., noble 

is / and worthy A ; in 
F A, of Sh. 

— 458-60. he F Sh., she A. 
91/461. vertu A. 

— 463. wol . . c. F, thiis we wolen 

conclude A ; we F A, 
yee Sh. 

— 464. yow F A, wol Sh. 

— 466. thise F, tho A. 

— 467. punisshement A. 

— 469. m F, ynne A ; more F, oin. 

A ; come more F, retoume 
Sh. 

— 471. that Sh. 

— 472. the ayer F, their A, |>eyro 

Sh. 

— 473. Million F A, leg^oun Sh. 

— 476. and . . . and F A, foure h. 

yeres and Sh. 
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ILL 



JERESLAUS'S WIFE, p. 140-178. 

Some VariouB Readings from MS. Reg. 17 D 6» leaf 99 Ac, 



140/1. actes D, leestes R. 

— 2. Whilom D, Somtyme R. 

— 8. lereslaus D, Qerelaiis R. 

— 6. Vngarie D, Hungerye R. 

— 16. foorth wole I D, wole I forth 

R. 

— 16. bed D, bedde R 

— 17. gan in him D, in hym gan R. 

— 19. left R. 

— 24. hyde fro tliee D, from the 

hideR 

— 26. Ne nat D. Nor not R 
141/27. for thy D, therfoie R. 

— 32-3. al . . . smal D, ait, smait R. 

— 39. longe to D, long to. I R 

— 40. abood D, abode R 

— 44. syn D, sithen R. 

— 63. hire D, to hir R 

— 64. kiste . . . farewel D, left . . . 

now farewele R 

— 66. nat dreedith D, drede not R. 
142/67. and D, the R 

— 69. the boke kan not R 

— 61. kepe R, kepte D ; R am, out 
143/86. ^at D, no R 

— 88. R alters this line and pats it 

for 91. 

— 96. Troste wele it none other 

itR. 

— 97. hir, whan be fonde R 

— 99. sy D, sawe R 

— 100. Nat . . . stynte D, And that 

he ne stynte woldl R. 

— 102. thempire D, the Empire R 

— 108. thempire l), this Empire R. 



143/109-10. al . . . slial D, att . . . 
shatt R 

— 111. vnhad . . . bad D, not hadde 

. . . badde R. 
144/122. it ... is D, it is wele 
knowen R. 

— 1 25. vs warante and avowe R. 

— 127. doutith D, dredeth R 

— 131. anoon areest D, areste 
anone R 

— 136. Then thought he thus R 
146/139. vttirly shatt I R 

— 144. bye R, by D. 

— 164. & D, & my R. 

— 166. of . . . deeth D, on mys- 

cheuous deth to R 

— 163. yf that I wish R. 
146/172. often it liappeth. that 

womans R 

— 176. did grete harm R. 

— 180. now D, goode R 

— 181. ryde foorth D, now rideth R 

— 187. sue D, folwe R 

— 194. slioop D, shope R 
147/199. ago . . . syn D, feme agone. 

. . . sithen R 
~ 203. be doon D» I do R 

— 212. But my loids the Emperour 

R 

— 224. help at al D, other helpe R. 
148/226. manacee D, manace ne R. 

— 226. Koth she . of the R 

— 229. \>at this for D, this for an R 

— 232. h'ft al D, withouten more R. 

— 240. blustred D, blasted R 
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148/245. amen R, D. om. 

— 246. false D, thou falg R 

— 248. willy to D, willyng to do R. 

— 250. the D, and worthy R. 

— 251. foule enemy e R. 
149/258. bettidde Reg., betid D. 

— 259. kidde Reg., hid D. 

— 263. I ... and M with bold D. 

I wote wele with bolde 
R. 

— 265. go D, ayein go Reg. 

— 266. forth tett D, telle forth R 

— 267. I^at . . . had D, she so hade 

R. 

— 269. Erl D, Erie R 

— 271. blyue D, futt blive R. 

— 279. the D, this R 

— 280. quod D, koth R 
150/281. ferre R, fer D. 

— 297. >at thee list D, the luste to 

R 

— 307. the D, this R 

— 308. hire aftir D, after, hir R 
151/310. lay therl D, as lay the 

Erie R 

— 313. was . . . This D, Was this 

R 

— 316. good . . . reft D, goode . . . 

bereft R. 

— 320. herte D, hert to R. 

— 322. holde D, holden R 

— 324. shal D, may R 

— 325-6. wilt D, wolt R. 

— 328. sy D, sawe R. 

— 330. fro . . . foorth D, bisily R 
152/338. bed . . . >at D, bedde. 

where as R. 

— 340. purposid D, purpos and R. 

— 361. nim D, he hym R, 
153/366. >at D, that, that R 

— 370. bed D, bedde R. 

— 371. bybled D, forbledde R 

— 381. now no lenger R 

— 383. flayn D, slayn (so in 380) R. 

— 392. that it not so were R. 
154/394. In the D, In att the R. 

— 396. namely / & D, and namely 

R 

— 403. He to hir spak R 

— 409. he deceyued D, deceyued 

he R 

— 413. qwit hast D, hast quytte R 

— 414. walkefort^R 

— 422. for shee had seide R 



155/430. broke R 

— 442. saue D, to saue R 
156/455. foot D, fete R n«rf i«] 

— 457. Whidir D, Wherto R 

— 460. longe his lady fro R 

— 461. agayn D, ayenst R 

— 466. how D, tliat R 

— 467. shap . . . eek D, and shap • 

and R. 
157/475. & D, nor R 

— 477. fer D, ferre R 

— 480. of ... ne D, or ... or R 

— 485. can D, kun R. 

— 490. her . . . thogh D, is her 

nature and yit R 

— 494. chaunge wole . lest it myght 

hurtR. 

— 499. this D, that R 
158/509. ga D, go R 

— 510. Vnto my ladyes In . for she 

R. 

— 521. heere y D, I here R 

— 526. he seide D, koth he R. 
159/535. wilt so D, wolt now R 

— 544. in no weertee R 

— 558. to thyn owne D, vnto thy R 
160/569. Take goode heede tlieruf 

R 

— 570. thow D, right R. 

— 571. be than gomle . hens forto R 

— 572. Elles att thy labour may 

theR 

— 573. For I wole lede . hir home R 

— 579. Thow hast hade or this R 

— 583. yeue D, and yeve me R 

— 586. had . . . deuel D, hade . . . 

fendR 
161/590. clotlies . . .his D, his 
clothes out of the R 

— 591. to bye D, forto bey R 

— 697. Syn )>9X D, Sithen R 

— 609. this best is D, this is best R 

— 616. hire he to the ship D, he to 

the shipman hir R 
162/626. maad ...ID, haue I 
made R. 

— 627. That there shatt neuer man . 

soR 

— 628. thyng . . . outake D, no 

tliyng . . . saue R 

— 632. wel D, this R. 

— 634. middes D, the myddes R. 

— 643. the D, your R. 
163/656. and gan anone R. 
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163/657. she D, and R 

— 668. Made she . as I shalt to you 

reherce R. 

— 664. deitee D, dig^itee R 
1 64/675. ill D, sliope R. 

— 683. Where . the ladyes R. 

— 689. yaf . . . a D, shope and yafe 

suche R 
165/703. told haue D, haue tolde R 

— 712. roop D, rope R. 

— 713. Potagre D, Potakir R 

— 725. qwyte . . . D, wole you 

quyte R 

— 726. swich D, suche R 

— 728. ye shatt it bey fiitt soure. 
166/732. herd D, her* H. 

— 735. hele wel D, wett hele R 

— 741. they . . . D, and tliey haste 

— 746. deuoutly D, deiioutely R 
167/757, The Abbesse hir made . 

approche his hye pre- 
sence R. 

— 758. hid D, couered R. 

— 767. about D, aboute R (ther€). 

— 771. That was tlie knyght. the 

tiieef. and the shipman 
R 

— 777. dirke D, grete R 

— 782. Be cured . tett on) R 

— 784. is ... D, it is . to perseuereL 
168/785. For the fourme K. 

— 795. hool D, hole R. 

— 798. Telle out D, Sey on) R 

— 803. I . . . D, mercy I you R 

— 807. he thoghte D, thought he R 

— 811. M D, euer R 

169/8ia And how he . . . hade be- 
truide R. 

— 817. been vnpayod D, be delaide 

R 

— 831. him wolde D, it wold him R 
^ 832. mis D, lakke R 
170/841. purpos D, tale R 

— 842. thow dem. D, and demony- 

ake R. 

— 847. ban . . . D, the grounde 

haue R. 

— 848. sharp D, sharpe R 

— 852. confesse D, to confesse R 

— 863. And betooke hir. the charge 

and tlie cure R 

— 864. a D, bis R 

— 866. there a mis D, a wikkedf R. 

HornijcvE, M.p. — II. 



171/872. euere D, ay R 

— 873. vnto ... D, to my luste nor 

R. 

— 878. the D, this R 

— 881. And thynke . that no wight 

eiies R. 

— 882. this D, that R. 

— 889. Whan that I for my gilte R 

— 893. of D, for R. 

— 895. where I dede shuldf haue 

beR 

— 896. lyf D, gilt R 
172/897. as D, was R. 

— 898. hy D, hir R 

— 900. Betraide 1 hir R 

— 901. him . . . D, Shope hym . . . 

delavoe R. 

— 902. fer D, forthe R, 

— 904. a ... I D, a faire gentitt 

lady I R 

— 906. haue hire D, hir haue R 

— 912. haf . . . claf D, hafe . . . 

clafe R. 

— 923. On . . . seide D, On curteys 

height, right R 
173/925. haue of me D, taken R 

— 927. seeknesse ... his D, desese 

. . . her R 

— 939. wrecche D, man R 

— 941. kus D, cosse R 

— 946. Inow thus D, is at an R 

— 947. vnto his Paleys D, to his 

paleys goth R 

— 948. good . lady the Emperice . 

with hym gan wende R 

— 949. lyneden D, Icdde her lyfe R 

— 950. his D, the R 

— 952. list D, wole R 

MS. Reg. 17 D vi. leaves out page 
174. 
175/16. the mthei* D, the r. and the 
sonner R 

— 17. scripture D, writte R 

— 22. & makynge D. put maken R. 

— 27. whereof D, wherfore R 
176/14. hukynge D, Wirkyng R. 

— 30. soule wole D, soules wolen R. 
177/4. vp so doun D, bakwan) R. 

— 26. the feend D, Hs worlcB R 
^ 34. tomed D, turneth R 
178/2. infest D, effect R. 

178. R has in margin * Discipulus. 
Cum omnes homities n. 
■. d . . .* 
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178/16. 80 D, to R. 
179/23. lerne to dye R. 

— 33. But tello me this . berof wold 

Here a 

— 34. B adds to Latin ' moriendi 

cum mors mon habitus 
set priuacio esse nos- 
catvr.' 

— 38. swetnesse D, richesse B. 



179/41. me D, me so R. 

— 45. ay . wote he fait well B. 
180/64. hire D, hym B. 

— 67. many oon D, hym B, 

— 72. led away D, awey haue ledde 

B. 

— 74. vnto . . holde D, to that lord 

yhol* R 



{CoUation incomplete.) 
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Aart, at. art, 13/ 150, 26/32. 
Abiect, pp. cast off, 222/199. 
Abstinence, «&. putte in a., forbear 

from, 154/406 
Acat, acate, sb. purchase, 31/i8i, 

70/IOO. 
Accomplice, vb. t. accomplish, 152/ 

Adawid, pp. adawed, awakened, 

153/369. 
Affese, 1^6. t, scare, 233/482. 
Affesid, pp. scared, 229/379. 
Affoorthe, r6. t, bestow, 21 7/46. 
Ageyn, prep, before, in presence of, 

I66/745. 
Aght, aught, 22/440, 82/252. 
Agilt, vb, int. sin, 68/64, *-gyJt6> 

IO8/366 ; V. t sin against, I7/270, 

I68/804. 
Agrysid, pp. terrified, 196/476. 
AUeggen, vb, t, alleviate, 6/198. 
All halwen dny, tb. All Souls* Day 

(Nov. 1). 212/926. 
Almesse, sb, alms, 1 94/424. 
Amonestynge, sb, warning, 2O8/820. 
Apalle, w. int, slacken, 88/74. 
Appert, ck/j. apert, open, 33/270. 
Arettist, vb. t. imputest, layest, 12/ 

Arghnesse, tb. timidity, reluctance, 

38/435. 
Arte, vb. compel, constrain, 37/396, 

62/8. 
Aspen, adj. trembling, 63/17. 
Asseeth, j&. expiation, penance, 196/ 

483. 
Assoill, vb. t. grant, 222/i82. 
Atake, vb. overtake, I48/239. 
Attame, vb. t atame, subdue, 10/ 

45. 
Atte = at the, I95/460, I96/486. 



Attempree, adj. temperate, 40/ 13. 
Auricu leer, cu/j. auricular, ll/8i. 
Aweertee, ab, cautiuusness, 0. Fr. 
avertif 159/ 544. 

Baar, vb. t. bare, 8/241. 

Bake, th. back, 29/127. 

Bapteeme, th. baptism, 9/38. 

Bayte, vb, t. refresh, I5/206. 

Beer, vb, t, bnre, imp. Unse^ I/44. 

Begilt, pp. ? deluded, 192 /372. 

Begone, pp. well b., prosperous, 
95/11 ; wers begoon, worse beset, 
231/445 ; com p. woe- begone. 

Bete, r6. t. beat; *bete this pavy- 
ment' (pavement), 102/186. Coin- 

f)are Fr. battre le pax^. 
le, tib. bill of a bird. 44/42. 
Bit, vb,, bad, 34/280, 229/376. 
Blent, pp. blinded, 225/28o. 
Blyue, adv. quickly, 4/125, 34/28o. 
Bobance, a&. boasting, I9O/321. 
Bolne, vb. int. swell, rise, 172/9 13. 
Bolnynge, ppi. bolning, swelling, 

10/49. 
Boncheef, th. good fortune, pros- 

peritv, 221/172. 

Bote, w. cure, 97/49. 

Brede, th, in b., abroad, IO/70. 

Breeth, A, breath, 2/80. 

Breid, «6. braid, attack, 1 82/115. 

Brid, tb. bird, 8O/184. 

Brigge, A, bridge, l)oat-8tair8, 31/ 
104 : cp. *y« Quenes bredge ana 
'Freuy bredge' at Westminster, 
in Braun and Hogenberg*8 map 
of 1572. 

Broke, A. brook, IOO/152. 

Brydillees, adj. bridleles^, 27/78. 

Brygelees, adj, brigueless, without 
diHpute, 13/164. 

s 2 
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Bukkyshe, adj, flighty, skittish, un- 
settled, 99/123. 

But, cwij. unless, 27/C7, I9O/326. 

Bybled, pp. bebled, bloody, 7/230. 

Bye, u6. t aby, pay for, suffer for, 
1 66/728. 

Byheete, vb. hU, promise, 226/302, 
288/625. 

Bykneew, vb. t confessed, 238/ 

634- 
Bynieneth, vb, L bemoan, bewail, 

imper, 7/231. 
Bynome, pp, of 6efitm, taken away 

from, 6/189. 
Bytake, vb. t. hand over, 166/452. 

Calate, «6. /. drab, quean, 13/ 147. 
Cape, «6. int. gape, A., I9I/350. 
Cnreyne, «fe. carcass, 0. Fr. carottie, 

189/306. 
Cast, 86. intention, 191 /348. 
Cheertee, chiertee, sb. affection, 22/ 

433* 40/21, 137/777, 205/7 10, 219/ 

87 ; comfort, 48/32. 
Chek, «&. check, at chess, 184/ 161. 
Chepe, xb, t, buy, 2I6/13. 
Cheuice, vb. provide, provide for, 

28/101,34/285. 
Cheuissance, «&., achievement, comp. 

vb. c/kjim, Cursor M. 1. 8329, 132/ 

621. 
Chinchy, adj. niggard, 29/136. 
Chyldly, adj. childly, childish, 27/ 

64. 
Citein, «6. citizen ; comp. Fr. citoytn^ 

202/627. 
Clappe, vb. chatter, 2I/396, 37/394, 

40/37, 127/489. 
Clee, 8b. claw, 191/j45. 
Clight, iw. clenched, I82/124. 
Cloudeful, adj. cloudy, dark, black, 

55/109. 
Cokir, A. high-low, 190/3 12. 
Combreworldes, «6. curoberworlds, 

useless mortals, 32/225. 
Compleyne, vb. A. complain ^ 

blame, Fr. se plahuire, 36/342, 

57/17. 
Conceitlees, adj* ignorant, 232/458. 
Conpaignie, sb. company, attenaants, 

companionship, I49/260, 151 /329, 

164/68}. 
Conpassid, vb. compassed, devised, 

151/33a 



Conpel, vb. i. compel, 26/3a 
Conpleyne, pity, Fr. plaindrty 36/ 

341- 

Conpunct, pp. touched with com- 
punction, 199/562. 

Constance, a6. constancy, Fr. con- 
itance, I57/488. 

Cotidian, adj. quotidian, daily, Lnt. 
qmotidianus, 26/25. 

Couyne, dt. scoundrelism, 9/21. ' U 
en 9fait bieti toute la courine. 
Hee is well acquainted with tliine 
packing ; he knows full well how 
the matter hath beene carrietl.' 
1611. Cotgrave. 

Cristientee, »6. Christendom, 0. Fr. 
crestteiUif^ 166/453. 

Crois, tb. cross, Fr. croix, 5/149. 

Cure, «6. care, heed, 81/219. 

Daswed, pp. dazed, 57/9. 
Deceyuable, adi. deceitAil, 237/ 59a 
Deeth, tb. death, 6/162. 
Delauee, adj. 0. Fr. dedavd; washed 

away (Cotgrave), loose, lawless, 

172/901. 
Deliure, vb. t. deliver, 154/4 12, 161/ 

590. 
Demoniak, sb. one possessed with a 

devil, 170/843. 
Depraue, vb. t. speak ill of, scandal, 

slander, 30/171. 
Dere, vb. t. hurt, harm, IO7/348. 
Doreworthe, adj. precious, I95/448, 

197/498. ^ ^. 

Deskeuere, w. discover, let out, 

150/283. 
Despende, tb. t. dispend, expend, 

spend, 8/244, 38/415, 1 87/239. 
Despense, tb. dispense, laying out, 

liberality, 36/342. 
Desteyned, pp. sullied, 36/340. 
Dever, tb. devoir, duty, 168/531. 
Dewynge, sb. dewing, moistening, 

5/158. 
Deynuuse, adj. proud, 1^1 \$o. 
Diadeeme, s&. diadem, I5/232. 
Do foorth, keep on, 41/ 15. 
Doel, lb. dole, pity, 0. Fr. doel. Fr. 

dniH, 5/1 53. 
Doghtir, ib. daughter, I5O/296, 152/ 

339. 
Dokke, vb. i. cut off, kill, I59/541. 
Dotepol, sb. dodipoll, fool, 217/49- 
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Donblenesse, 56. deception, 73/21, 
237/590. 

Dreche, vb, vex, IO6/308. 

Dress, dresse, xh. U direct, bend, 
I6O/588, I64/691, 210/8S6. 

Drye, vb. t sufler, I96/474. 

Doumb, adj. Prov: — *tJie doumb 
man, no lond getith,' t. e. one 
must speak, if one wants any- 
thing, 38/433. 

Dyuyse, vh. devise, 24/511. 

Eerly, adv. early, 31/ 180, 62/21. 
Eerthe, «&. earth, 3/io6, 6/148, 22/ 

428. 
Ecrthely, adj. earthly, 1 7/292, 297, 

200/586. 
Egal, ad), equal, Fr. tqni^ 5/ 168; 

egall, 115/156. 
Eilid, xh. ailed, 9/25. 
Knable, v6. t. muke fit for, 1 7/272. 
Enchantour, A, enchanter, deceiver, 

32/225. 
Enchesoun, «&. cause, reason, 0. Fr. 

ench€ton, 48/i8, 64/6i, 89/42^. 
Enbabit, v6. t. set as inhabitant, 

17/28a 
Ensaumple, vb. t. give example to, 

66/64, 131/604. 
Ensele, vb. t enseal, seal, 234/5 16. 
Entaille, «6. entail, intaglio, 21/ 

410. 
Entaillid, »/>• unalterably attached, 

167/488. 
Enteer, adj. entire, 6O/29. 
Eschu, adj. shy, 0. Fr. eschiii, 2I/403. 
Eschue, v6. t avoid, 0. Fr. exhever^ 

6/193, 14/192, 32/216. 
Esmnye, r6. t. dismay, 2O7/774. 
Estaat, a6. estate, 38/43a 
Estren, tb. Easter, I76/25. 
Euenhede, s&. evenness, fairness, 

177/3. 
Exaltat,^. exalted, 237/592« 

Exaudiciuun, «&. pardon (ue. God 

hearing him), 44/3a 
Exitjmge, tb, exciting, urging, 118/ 

234. 

Fallace, f6. outrage, 0. Fr. faUace, 

I6O/283, 226/298. 
Fauel, 9b. flattery, 0. Fr. favd, 31/ 

211,32/223, 33/244. 
Fawe, udj. fain, 182/ 124, 236/549. 



Feendly, adj. iiendly, devilish, 149/ 
253, 1 62/340. 

Feere, in, in company, together, 
229/371. 

Felawshipe, ib. fellowship, com- 
pany, retinue, I48/239. 

Femel, adj. female, Fr./emeUe, 216/ 

13- 
Ferdfiil, adj. fearful, timid, 46/47. 

Fern, adv. far, long, 31/ 196, 147/ 

199. 
Fet, pp. fetched, 203/663. 
Feynier, tb. appeaser, stayer, 62/i2. 
Feynyngly,owir. feigningly, I9I/359. 
Ficche, t*. t fix, 4O/9, 46/72, 63/46. 
Fluiimbes, tb, tiameSy 0. Fr. flambe^ 

197/513,204/699. 
Foleie, fuleye, vb. itU, act foolishly, 

be stupid, play the fool, 49/47, 60/ 

46, I63/651. 
Foltyshe, adj. foolish, IO4/243, 1 16/ 

147. 
Folwe, vb. t follow, 68/23. 

Fore ward, tb. bargain, 230 /405. 

Forthynke, vb. repent, 239/652. 

Forthoghte, vb. t. repented, 10/ 59. 

Forueye, vb, int. go out of the path, 

stray, Fr. /<mi*wt/er, 49/44, ^9/79. 

Foumeys, sb, furnace, Fr. fourikaiat^ 

196/493. 
Foryite, 1*. i. forget, I34/672. 

Foysoun, tb. foison, abundance, Fr. 

/(naon, 8/244, 10/7 1. 
Franesie, tb, frenzy, Fr. fi^neaitt 

166/7 1 5. 
Freend, A. friend, 26/46. 
Fretynge, adj. fretting, vexing, 213. 
Frete, vb. int. fret, devour, 239/66i. 
Fruclifie, xb. int be fruitful, I78/17. 
Fructuous, adj. fruitful, 67/ii. 
Fyn, tb. fine, end, Fr. fin^ 2/59. 
Fynt, xb, finds, 180/68. 

Oabbe, xb. \%\t. lie, com p. 0. Fr. 

gabery 169/540. 
Qalwe tree, «&. gibbet, I66/436; 

galwes. 177/7. 
Gaste, «6. t, aghast, frighten, 200/ 

597. 
Gasiful, adj, ghastly, dreadful, 203/ 

669, 204/687. 
Gastness, tb. fearful state, 44/27. 
Genterie, $b. gentleness, kindness, 

courtesy, 1 64/684. 
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Gere, sb, gear, 18/159. 

Girt, t>p. tburgh g., struck through, 

23O/388. 
Gleede, «6. glede, glowing coal, 30/ 

159. 
Gole, tb. al thy gole — ? all that is in 

thy mouth, Fr. g^uxde^ I59/545. 
G008, «6. goose; Prov. 'shoo the 

goos,* 19/337. Ferrer le$ oyes. 

To spend both time and labour 

verie vainly. 1611. Cotgrave. 
Gouemaill, «6. governance, 160/ 

300. 
Govemeresse, »6./. governess, 160/ 

298. 
Grame, th, t vex, 43/57. 
Grede, vb, t. cry for, 47/109; ^*^^ 

50/36,116/173. 
Gree, sb, recompense, O.Fr. gre^ 204/ 

694. 
Greeuable, adj, grievous, 182/iii. 
Greenes, sb. griefs, 3/90. 
Grownde, vb. t ground, base (as 

groundwork), 66/46. 
Grype, vb. i. ^rip, get, IO4/265. 
Gye, vb. t guide, 6/207, 68/49, 155/ 

433- 

Haan, ban, t>6. have, 3 sing. 197/ 

523, 198/524-7. 
Haasr, vb. hast, 7/2 11, 8/7, 192/ 

372. 
Huaste, vb. int. haste, 3I/208, 166/ 

741, 190/330. 
Haf, i?6. int. heaved, I72/912. 
Hulke, sb. recess, 2O/382 ; dirke 

halke of Helle, 23/478; IOO/133. 
Hals, sb. neck, 166/712. 
Hawe, sb. haw, *not worth an li.* 

(used like straw), triHe, 87/380, 

67/20. 
Heedlynge, adv. headlong, hastily, 

133/647. 
Heeng, vb. int. hung, I49/274, 164/ 

696. 
Ileer, sb. hair, 170/86o. 
Heetith, vb. t. promise, 68/40. 
Helply, adj. helping, 1 97/508. 
Hente, vb. t. seize, 203/67 5. 
Heolly, hoolly, adi\ wholly, 8/109, 

112. 
Herkne, vb. t hearken to, 179/22. 
Heme, sb. nook, rccoHS, 2O/382. 
Hertly, adj. hearty, 72/7. 



Hidles, in, secretly, slyly, Fr. en to- 

pinaiSf covertly, closely, secretly 

(Cotgrave), 202/645. 
Hokir, s6. scorn, 186/741, 189/3ia 

The gloss has app. Moathsome- 

r.esb,' in last case. 
Honure, vb. t. honour, 2I/412. 
Housbonde, vb. t. husband, 68/24. 

In, «&. house, dwelling, I66/458, 

158/513. 
InconparahMly, adv. incomparably, 

6 syll., 187/257. 
Inne, vb. t. take in, house, I66/459, 

469. 
Inpudence, «6. sliamelessness, 27/62. 
Issynge, sb. issuing, exit, comp. O.Fr. 

isser, 202/629. 

Kakele, vb. int. cackle, chatter, 1?/ 

148. 
Keepe, vh. int., heed, reck ; vneepe^ 

A.; I86/183. 
Kerfe, «6., wake of ship, 186/203. 
Kneew, xb. knew, 26/44. 
Kttyf , sb. leyd his k., set his knife 

by me, sat by me, 28/i 12. 
Konnynge, adj. clever, skilful, 166/ 

732. 
Kus, sb. kiss, 2/75, 80/155, 173/941. 
Kut, s&. luck, Jot (bit of cut stick), 

138/789: *the cut fil to the 

Knight.'— Cant. Tales, Prol. 845. 
Kythe, vb. i. make known, bestow, 

show, 4/120, 88/406, 42/42, 81/ 

224. 

Laach, adj.^ lux, 0. Fr. lasche^ Fr. 

Idche, 1 88/267. 
Labbe, sb, blub, blubber, 159/542. 
Luclie, vb. int. be lax, or remiss, 

191/362. 
Laddre, sb. ladder: charity the 

ladder to heaven, 8/1. 
Lagh, sb. scot, score, 66/33. 
Laiue, adj. lacking, wanting, IO/47, 

7O/90. 
Large, adj. liberal, Fr. large, 40/i6 ; 

* at our large,' in freedom, 43/8. 
Leantee, sb. good faith, O.Fr. leauie^ 

212/922. 
Leejie, adj. lean, poor, 88/408. 
Leepro, 86. leprosy, 1 66/740, 167/ 

763. 
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Leepre, «6. leper, I64/698. 

Let seen, vnteij, let us see ! come ! 

66/64,211/883. 
Lewde as an asse, ignorant as an 

ass, 19/352. 
Light, Jb, * stand in own 1.', fig. 

194/44a 
LightieeSy adj, lightless, unenlight- 
ened, 28/88. 
Lineree, •&. livery, ' of 8t George's 

L' a true knight, 42/^4. 
Loken, pp. closed, locked, I5I/334. 
Lokir, tb. locker, 190/3 13. 
Loos, a&. praise, reputation, 0. Fr. 

lo*, 36/345, 167/494. 
Los, «6. loss, 173/945. 
Losengeour, «6. losenger, flatterer, 

32/220. 
Lowe, #6. flame, 76/6i, 204/70J. 
Lyme, «6. t. lime with birdflime, 

33/244. 
Lyn, t?6. ini, lie, 6/1 ??. 
Lyte, adj. lite, httle, 2I/400; 'a 

lyte and lyte,' by little and little, 

28/92,231/427. 

Maad, pp. made, 9/17 ; 'maad hath 
thy herd,' deceived thee; comp. 
Fr. fairt la harbe d, 23I/433. 
Faire barbe de foarre d. To de- 
ceive, delude, abuse. 1611. Cot- 
grave. 

Macche, »b. match, 34/307. 

Madde, vb. int. act madly, 232/453. 

Mafey, interj. Bless me I Fr. Mafoij 
0. Fr. Ma/eij III/41. 

Maistrie, ab. mastery, masterpiece, 
wonderful thing, 0. Fr. maistrie, 
I64/676. 

Moistrieth, vb. masters, overcomes, 
comp. 0. Fr. maUtre^ 86/35. 

Make, tb. mate, companion, 74/57. 

Manly, adj. human, like a man, 

I67/783. 
Marchandie, sb. merchandise, L. Lat 

marchajidia, 158/5 11. 
Mart ire, »6. martyrdom, Fr. martyred 

97/63. 
Martree, ab. torment, torture, I/55. 
Mate, vb. t. overwhelm, crush, 62/23. 
Maugree, sb. ill-will, blame, 1 38/795 1 

mawgree, 87/376. 
Mediatrice, sb. f. mediatrix, 1 6/2 56, 

44/14. 



Meede, sb. meed, reward, 177/20. 
Meermaide, sb. mermaid, 82/236. 
Mees, sb. messuages, 0. F. mis^ 

86/334. 
Meetre, vb. metre, 5O/48. 

Merciable, adj. merciful. I9O/335. 

Mesel, adj. leper, metapn., I6S/797. 

Meselrie, s6. leprosy, metaph., see 

adj., 1 67/763. 
Menlumyne, vb. enlumine (illumine) 

me, 63/37. 
Mescreance, sb. misbelief, 0. Fr. 

mescr^nce, 42/50. 
Meesageer, sb. messager, messenger, 

120/293 ; niessager, I2O/290. 
Miry, adj. merry, 28/487. 
Mis ^yed,pp. misguided, 32/228; 

' mis ' belongs also to ' led.' 
Mischeeue, vb. int* mischieve, be 

unfortunate, I66/724, 1 98/544: 

written separately in first cose. 
Mis-tyden, vb. happen ill, 188/644. 
Modir, d>. mother, i. e. tlie church, 

40/25. 
Moustre, vb. t muster, shew, 6O/26. 
Mowled, pp. become mouldy, 62/3. 
Myhelmesse, «6. Michaelmas, 96/2. 
Mynge, vb. t touch, call to mind, 

mention, 21/424, II2/52, I26/429. 
Myrith, vb. t. sets in tlie mire, 36/ 

355. 

Nad, had not,41/i8, 169/8i8; nadde, 
I8O/72 ; nade, 86/357. 

Naght, nought, I7/288. 

Nake, vh. t strip, 86/353. 

Nappe, vb. int. take a uap, 23I/423. 

Nurt = art not, I/48. 

Nas = ne was, was not, 67/ii, 183/ 
149. 

Neede, «6. Prov. * Neede (necessity) 
hath no lawe,' 89/437. 

Nere, vb. ne were, were not, II4/130, 
148/242. 

Niglitirtale, sb. nightertale, night- 
time, .S4/306. 

Nobleye, «6. nobility, grandeur, 16/ 
217, 48/42. 

Nones, sb. nones tyde, noontide, 

4/135- 
Noot, vb. ne wot, know not, 171/ 

886. 

Norture, sb. breeding, I7O/865. 

Nouelrie, sb. novelry, novelty, 26/38. 
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N usance, «&. hurt, damage, I5O/308. 

Nyce, adj, fastidious, hard to please, 
78/148. 

Nycetee, sb, nicety, 0. Fr. ntcet^, sim- 
plicitie or simplenesse (Cotgrave), 
49/17 ; stupidity, 147/208. 

Obliquitee, tb, obliquity, bias, falsity, 

240. 
On, prep, over, 49/43; occupied 

with, 149/268. 
One, vh, t unite, I8I/82 ; oned, pp. 

united, 176. 
Onbede, sb. onebead, unity, I6O/576, 

213. 
Ore, »6. mercy, 110/ 5. 
Ouersy, v&. t. oveisaw, perused, 

174/6. 
Outake, pp. except, I62/628. 
Oiite, v6. t. utter, 21 7/43. 
Outrance, th. last gasp, 2/82, 42/36, 

68/48. 
Outrayed, pp. deleted, blotted out, 

17/279. 
Owter, «6. outer, utterer, 49/ 17. 

Paart, tb. part, share, 3/104, 13/ 152. 
Palesie, th. palsy, I66/705. 
Pamtilet, ab. pamphlet, poem, book, 

49/1. 
Paramont, adj. (French), above (like 

en am(mt)y 8. 
Parfomed, |>p. performed, 55/91. 
Partie, 56. party (en ckoflmp dos)^ 

duel, 134/691. 
Payndemayn. «6. 'pain de main,* 

small fine bread, cake, or biscuit : 

*not worth a p.', 1 23/383. 
Peis, Bh. weight, IO8/360, II3/105. 
Penylees, adj. penny less, 29/130. 
Permanable, adj. permanent, 207/ 

767. 
Peyse, v6. irti. weigh, 11 2/54. 
Picchid, pp. thrown, 2O6/760. 
Filer, «6. pillar, 4I/13, I92/381. 
Pit, tb. grave, 28/95. 
Pith, s6. strength, 2O/392. 
Pleneer, plener, adj. full, I96/480, 

227/323. 
Plenteuous, adj. plentiful, I58/507. 
Possid, j>p. pushed, 2O4/701. 
Potagre, adj. gouty, 165/7 13. 
Potestat, tb. prince, great man, 

potentate, 142/68, 214. 



Pouert, tb. povert\', 177. 
Pows, tb. pulse, Fr. poviU, 203/66a 
Prayeere, tb, prayer, 22/446. 
Precioustee, tb. preciosity, value, 

costliness, I87/241, 207/783. 
Preide, r6. prayed, IO/56. 
Principat, ib. prince, 214. 
Priuee, adj. sequestered, private, 

147/20I. 
Processe, tb. suit, pleading, 74/43, 
Proniette, «6. promise, I6H/802. 
Prosperable, adj. prosperous, 182/ 

112. 
Prosperitee, «6. Pro v.: 'Prosperitee 

is blynd, & see ne may,' 26/34. 
Pryuynge, tb. priving, annihilotion, 

179/35. 
Purchace, «6. t. get, 197/5oa 

P}'ke, vb. t. pick, a thank, 1 64/399 ; 

pp. 221/164. 

Pyne, «&. t punish, I96/492. 

Queinte, adj. quaint, notorious, 110/ 
1 5, quetUf below ; queynt, cunn- 
ing, 78/152. 

Queme, vh. make placable, appease, 
74/39, 109/397 : qweeme, 9/40. 

Ragerie, tb. rage, 223/221. 
Redde, t;6. t. advised, 28/105. 
Reed, tb. advice, 28/ 108. 
Reedy, adj. ready, I66/738. 
Reewe, vb. int. rue, haue pity, 7/ 
238, 12/131, 207/769; repent, 23/ 

467. 
Refut, refnyt, tb. refuge, Fr. refuiUy 

63/6, 53/42, 68/41. 
Regne, $b. kingdom, 242. 
Regne, vb. int. * Regne on * = reign 

over, 49/43. 
Reme, tb. realm, 86/333. 
Reparatrice, ib.f. renewer, Fr. rrf- 

pa/raJtrice^ 88/403. 
Rere, vb. i. rear, raise, 2O/388. 
Respyt, tb. put in r. <= put off, 67/19. 
Rode, tb. road, 76/ 102. 
Rogged, vb. int. shook, pulled 

roughly, comp. Sc. ni^, 152/3 55. 
Rood, vb. imt. rode, 149/268. 
Roop, tb. rope, 165/712. 
Roost, tb. roast, 36/363. 
Rowne, xb. round, whisper, II/93. 
Rownyngly, ado, roundingly, m the 

ear, 30/ 172. 
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Sad, adj, settled, firm, I23/366. 
S«idde, v6. i^\t. get sober, 222/175. 
Snliit, adj, safe, 59/22. 
Siuus, prtp. sans, without, 1 72/903. 
Sauer, «6. saver, saviour, 62/ 10. 
Sauf, prep, save, 1 54/405. 
Sauuacioun, ^. salvatioD, 45/53, ^/ 

135. 
Sauueour, ^. saviour, 22/428, 52/25. 

Sawte, «&. saut, jump, Fr. mtil, 101/ 

162. 
S»iy, t*. f. saw, 153/378. 
Scars, ndi, scarce, scanty, 16/ 243. 
Seeolie, «o. seek, 234/514. 
Seege, «6. siege, I4/197. 
Senefee, th, mustard, Gr. oivawi^ 240. 
Sent, «6. scent, 149/ 27 2 ; ' by tlie 

sent,* by the perception, 170/85a 
Seur, adj, sure, Fr. mr, 48/14, ^^^/ 

259. 
ShadwA, ^. shadow, 67/ 12. 
Shamely, adv, in a shameful way, 

2/84. 
Sfaeelde, «6. shield, preserve, 165/ 

7". 
Sheete«v6. i shoot, 58/15. 

Shenshipe, «6. blame, punishment, 

Shippe, ^. coin stamped with ship, 

noble s 6«. 8<i, 65/29. 
Shipbord, sd. shipboard, 162/6 17. 
Shit, ;ip. shut, 13/151. 
Shone, vb, t, shun, 6/193. 
Shoo, «6. * trode hir s. amis,' fig. 

218/66. 
Shoop, v&. shaped, happened, 146/ 

194, 151/332, I64/689 ; app. V. ir. 

in last instance. 
Shone, v&. iid, s. on, shove on, push 

on, 42/36. 
Shour, «6. attack, 6/207, 41/2 1. 
Signe, ih, 'outwarde s.', i. t, the 

Tavern Bush, 29/i2i. 
Site, 1^. f9i^. sit, 99/125. 
Sleyght, sleythe, «&. sleight, 88/ 

394i5- 
Slipir, adj, slipper, slippery, smooth, 

122/354. 
Slow, «6. t. slew, I65/701. 
Slow, d), slough (of heresy), II/105. 
Smerte, adj, smart, painful, 3/90. 
Snake, th. snack, 77/109. 
Soleyn, adj, solitary, morose, sullen, 

136/742. 



Sonnde, a&. dispensation, I28/522. 
Sorrer, adv, sorer, moru surely, 16/ 

263. 
Soulfyse, vb. int, suflSce, 14/i8o, 37/ 

400. 
Soul, adj, sole, 177. 
Soure, adv. sorely, 165/728. 
Spectocle, «6. pair of spectacles, or 

eye-glass, 2I/417, 5I/57. 
Speek, vb. int. spake, I/43. 
Staiil, t*. int. stole, 162/335. 
Staf^ 9b. staff, comp. 8taff of life, 

172/915. 
Steerelees, adj. steerless, rudderless, 

7/223. 
Steeme, adj. stem, 54/82. 
Stepchyld, «&. stepchild, treated us 

one, 68/23. 
Sterne, vb. starve, die ; Oer. sterbefi, 

2/83, 6/202. 
Stinte, vb. int. stay, cease, 107/3^6. 
Stirtemeel, adv. by starts, 203/66o. 
Suppo[rt]aille, tb. support, 59/i8. 
Suspectly, adv. in a suspicious way, 

105/292. 
Suspense, tb. doubt, delay, I83/138. 
Snsteene, vb. t, sustain, endure, 26/5* 
Swal, vb. int swelled, 96/29. 
Sy, t*. t saw, 67/3, I86/214, 187/ 

244. 
Syk, «6. sigh, 152/ 364. 

Taar, vb. t. tare, 7/239. 
Taast, «6. taste, 6/158, 7/213. 
Taastid, pp. tested, tried, examined, 

O.Fr. tader, I27/485. 
Taght, w. taught, I3/154. 
Talent, A. desire, O.Fr. talant, 147/ 

202, 231/42a 
Tern, vb. t take in, cheat, 236/57^ 

Fr. iemer is * To throw a tre [trey], 

or three.' 1611. Cotgrave. 
Thacat « The acat„ 70/ioo. 
Theefly, adj. thievish, I82/115. 
Theefly, aav. thiefly, in a thievish 

way, 162/335. 
Thewe, vb, t. furnish with thews, 

I8I/83. 
Thirle, vb. thirl, thrill, pierce, I/52, 

204/685. 
Tho =« those, 32/225. 
Thorgh, prep, through, 75/78, 82. 
Thraste, 1*. thrust, I7I/879. 
Threew, vb. L threw, I62/364. 
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Throwe, tb. throw, time, 2/73, 133/ 

649. 

To and to, adv, backwards and for- 
wards, about, 96/30. 

Tome, <6. turn (good or bad), 236/ 

575. 
Treecherie, tb, trickery ; Fr. tricherie^ 

53/48. 
Treewe, adj, true, 34/277. 
Triacle, th. treacle, tberiac, 70/ no, 

113/93. 
Trice, vb, t thrust, 117/2o8 ; tryce, 

34/287, 119/265. 
Triwe, adj. true, 79/163. 
Turn, «6. tourney, 24/505. 
Twyn, a6. twine, 46/71. 
Twyne, twynne, vb. int. separate, 

depart, 35/3 1 8, I86/183. 
Twynned, pp. twinned, separated, 

8/8. 

Vengeable, adj. revengeful, 163/ 
386. 

Viserly, adj, ? vizor- or vizard-like, 
projecting, horrible, 203/678. 

Vndimome, pp. rebuked, 1 26/45 5. 

Vndisposed, vndisposid, adj, unpre- 
pared for, 184/1 8 1, 196/474, 200/ 
590. 

Vnhad, pp. not had, unobtained, 
143/1 1 1. 

Vnmeeble, adj. unraovable (of real 
property), 219/99. 

Vunetlies, adv, scarcely, 163/666. 

Vnreke, unfold, 117/ 197. 

Vnsad, adj. unsettled. IO4/255. 

Vnstoken, pp, unstocKed, unbarred, 

151/333- 
Vnwasshen, pp, unwashed, of gold, 

II6/182. 

Waar, i;6. int. beware, 11/88. 
Waast, sb. wuBte, 36/371. 
Wafre, ab. wafer, hiscuif, 29/146. 
Waishe, vb. t. wash (gold), 114/io6. 
Walwid, op. wallowed, 1 8/3 18. 
Warie, vb. t. execrate, curse, 27/63. 
Warisshe, vb. t. heal, O.Fr. warir. 

69/77. 
Wnsshinge, sb. washing (of gold), 

114/116. 

Wane, vb. ? stir, 87/399. 

Wawes, sb. waves, 7/223, 172/920. 



Weende, vb. mi. wend, go, I6O/561, 
183/ 1 36. 

Weive, vb. t. decline, set aside, re- 
move, 113/105 ; weyue, 6/192, 46/ 
70, 234/532 ; ? weave, 126/45a 

Well be-gone, adj. happy, pro»per- 
ous, coiup. tix)e-{M9one,96/il. See 
Begoon, 

Wemmelees, adj, stainless, 66/93. 

Wepne, sb. weapons, 2O/386, 23/ 

471. 
Weme, vb. refuse, deny, 39/442, 45/ 

59, 66/94. 
Werrey, vb. int, war, 191/^63. 
Wildhede, vb, wildhood, wild ways, 

112/52. 
Wit sb. wisdom, 99/xi5. 
Withsitte, sb, withstand, 209/828. 
Wolde, pp. wished, 84/305. 
Wone, «6. custom, 34/294. 
Wont, |>p. wonted, 7O/107. 
Woodly, adj. mad, furious, 204/7oa 
Worm, sb, • The worm for to sleen 

in the pesecod ; * t. e. the maggot 

(? Popery). 23/466. 
Worthe, vb. int. mount. 175. 
Wowndc, sb. wound, 69/62. 
Woyde, adj, void, 88/405. 
Wrechch, sb, wretch, 76/99. 86/3 la 
Wroothly, adv. wrothly, in ire, 161/ 

329. 
Wydewhere, adv, wide around, 166/ 

465. 
Wyght, adj, quick, nimble, 78/143. 
Wyt, sb. blame, I34/667. 

Ye, sb. eye, 2I/427, 213; yen (2 

syll.), I88/263, 203/665. 
Yeeme, yeme, sb, attention, care, 

109/396, 197/521. 
Yepresse, vb. t. express, I3I/586. 
Yeme, adv. eagerly, readily, 169/ 

560. 
Ympe, xb. t. graft, 176/26. 
Ynow, enough, 23/471. 
Yore, adv. long ago, IIO/4. 
Y-plight, pp. plucked, I73/928. 
Y-preeueo, pp. proved, experienced, 

170/850. 
Y-walwe,jD|p. wallowed, rolled, 197/ 

509. 
Waynicntynge, sb, lamentation, 3/ 

103, I8I/99. 
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{Clarendot^ figwres are used for Poems.) 



Arnens, 86/309. 

Albertyn, Win., (or AlbertonV Clerk 

to Privy Seal, Ixii note 6, Ixv. 
Arondel, a fellow-clerk of Hoccleve, 

XXXV, 35/321. 
Ars Bciendi mort, xxix, 178. 
Ashburnham MS., xxvi, xxni seqq., 

xzxviii note 1, xlviii ; collation of 

Letter of Cupid, 249. 

Bailey, a fellow-clerk of Hoccleve, 

XXXV, 6O/25, 62/8. 
Becuts, Book of Nature of 82/233. 
Bedford, John, Duke of. Regent of 

France, xxxiv ; Ballad to bini 

(sent with Regimen of Frinces), 

66 ; see note on p. 57. 
Blyth, John, x note 2. 
Bodley MS. 638, collation of Letter 

of Oitpidy 72 seqq. 
Browne, Wm., praises Hoccleve, 

xxiv, xliii. 
Burgh, John, Clerk of Receipt, xxi, 

liv note, Ixii note 1. 

Carpenter, John, Town Clerk of 
London, xxxiv; Ballad to hiiu, 
asking for money, 68. 

Chancellor, Lord, xxxiv ; Ballad to 
him, 68. 

Chancellor Somer. See Somer. 

Chaucer, x note 2, xxx seqq., xxxvii, 
Ixi ; his deathbed, xxxi ; his Wife 
of Bathy 135/694; payment to 
him, li note. 

Clierbourg, siege of, Dnke of Glou- 
cester shows his valour there, 
xxiii, 130/567. 



Cliester's Inn, Strand, xviiL xxxvL 
Chichele, Robt., xxxiv ; Ballad to 

Virgin translated at his com- 
mand, 67. 
Clifford, Rich., Keeper of Piivy 

Seal, li note. 
Clifford. Rich., Junr., Keeper of 

Wardrobe to Q. Isabella, li note. 
Coin-clipping, xxii, 112/66, 114/ 

106; counterfeit coin, II5/142. 
Complainiy Hoccleve^s, 96 seqq. 
Constantino, Emperor, 15/2 17, 41/ 

10. 
Constantine, Cdtentin (Manche, the 

N. W. part of the province of 

Normandy), xxiii, I3O/576. 
Court of Good Company, Ballad sent 

by them to Sir H. Somer, 64. 
Oupidy Letter of xi, xxviii, 73 seqq. ; 

makes the ladies angry, I37/754 ; 

collation of it with Ashbumhaiii 

and Trinity MSa, 249 ; see Fimin, 

Christine de. 

Dialogue with a Friendy Hoccleve's, 

110 seqq. 
Dido, 85/311. 
Digby MS. 181, collation of Letter 

of Cupid, 74 seqq. 
Durham MS., xxv, xliv ; collation 

of Complaint f 95 seqq. ; collation 

of Dialogue, 1 10 seqq. 

Edward Prince of Wales (Edward 
IV.), 50/38, 51 note. 

Pellicula, Jonathas's paramour, 222/ 
177 &c. 
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Frank, TIios., Ixx. 

Furaival, Lord, John Talbot, Lord 

Treasurer, liv note, lix note, Ixiii 

note 2, 38/417, 51 note. 

Garter, Knights of tlie, Ballads to 
them and Henry V., 41, 42. 

Gascoigne. his exaggerated nonsense 
about Cnaucer's deatlibed repent- 
ance, zxxiii. 

Gerson, John, xlvi. 

(hsta Bomanorum, xxiii, xxiv, 140. 

Gloucester, Humfrey, Duke of, Lord 
Lieutenant, viii, 1 29/533; at Siege 
of Rouen, 132/6io; Cherbourg 
bears witness to his valour, 128/ 
611, 130/567; his return from 
France, I29/543; his nobility, 
131/589; had been a friend to 
Hoccleve, 130 ; is a ladies' man, 
135/706. 

Gold, weighing of, 115, st. 20. 

Hampton (Southampton), Henry V. 
crosses the channel thence, 8; 
Title. 

Hurflete (HarfleurJ, xx, 8 ; Title. 

Heath, a fellow-clerk of Hoccleve, 
XXXV, 6O/26, 62/8. 

Henry IV., xxxiv, Ixix ; grants an- 
nuity to Hoccleve, li. 

Henry, Prince of Wales, afterwardH 
Henry V., Ballad to him, 61 : see 
next. 

Henry V., his marriage, xxviii, 
xxxiv ; goes to France, 8 : Bal- 
lads to him, xxi, xxviii, 41, 42 ; 
counsel to him, 89 ; has Richard 
IL*s bones laid at Westminster, 
47 ; a foe to heresy, 48/23 ? Ballad 
to him, anking money, 62; was 
kind to Hoccleve, 130/5 54, and 
confirms his annuity, lix; his 
death, xxvi. 

Henry VI. confirms Hoccleve's an- 
nuity, Ixvi; Hoccleve's petition 
to him for corrody, Ixviii. 

Hereford, Lady, Complaint of Vir- 
gin translated at her command, 8. 

Heresy, in England, 42/47, 48/ii, 
49/46. 

Hoccleve: — his life, vii, seqq, ; 
where bom, xxxv; bis love of 
Chaucer, xxx, whose pupil he 



wus, xxxi, 92; enters Privy-Seal 
Office, ix, with view of goitfg into 
tlie Church, x: his evil life, xii, 
xiii, XV, 26 — 89 ; rackety youlli 
and loss of health, 25-8 ; hiiuntcd 
taverns, 29, 30 ; at Paul's Head, 
29; his work at tlie Privy-Scul 
Office, 31/188; boating, 31; used 
to be well off till he drunk, 34/ 
291 ; used to borrow money, 36/ 
369 ; his creditors, 63 ; his yearly 
grunt of £10 from Henry IV., 
xi, xxi, xxvi, throngli the Trea- 
surer, Lord Funiivall, 38/421 ; 
payments to him, li, teqq.; ar- 
rears due to him, xii ; wants pa- 
tent for arrears from Lord Chan- 
cellor, 68/5; asks Sub-treasurer 
Somer for Uiem, 59 ; asks Henry 
V. for money, 62; seeks help 
from Carpenter, Town-Clerk of 
London, 68 ; has advice from 
Somer, with some money, 64 ; his 
marriage, xv ; his madness, xxii, 
96/40; forsaken by his friends, 
97/68; gets cured, IO3/234; his 
illness said to be from over-study, 
123/379; he denies it, 1 26/424: 
is fiifry-tliree years old, II9/246; 
his sight is impaired, II9/249; ^^ 
corody from South wick Priory, 
xxvi; his poor cottage, xxxvii; 
his relations with his wife, xxxvii ; 
his character, patrons, and friends, 
xxxiv; comments on his poems, 
xxxix seqq,; Poems: — Letter of 
Chipid, xi; M(de Be^tj xii, xiii; 
Foems to Somer ^ xiii; Jh Regi- 
mincy xiii seqq.; BalUtd (p. 61). xix ; 
BaOad (p. 47), xx ; To Sir John 
OldcastUy XT ; Ballad to Henry V . 
(p. 62), xxi ; BaUad (Ashb. MS.), 
xxvi, xxviii; ComplaitUf xxii; 
Dialogue^ viii ; Jeredatis, xxiii ; 
Scite Mori, xxii ; JonathcUy xxiv ; 
his Privy-Seal Documents, Add. 
MS. 24,062, B. M., xxix. 

Holcote's Commeni oti Wisdom of 
Solomon, 33/249. 

Humfrey, Duke of Gloucester, viii ; 
his second return from France, 
129/542 ; see Gloucester , Ihtke of 

InvoccUio adpatrem, etc., xxviL 
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Jason, 84/302. 

Jereslaus, £mperor of Rome, 140 
seqq. ; niarned a daughter of the 
King of Hungary, 140/5; resolves 
to go to the Holy Land, 140/ 18 ; 
leaves his wife regent, and his 
brotlier, steward, 141/28; starts 
for Palestine, I4I/56 ; hears of a 
holy woman, I66/729; goes to 
her abbey with his leprous brother, 
I66/742 ; meets tlie abbess, 167/ 
757 ; hears of his brother's deeds 
to the Empress, I69/813; takes 
his wife home and lives a happy 
life, 173/947; collation of the 
Tale with Ma Reg. 17 D. 6, 
255. 

Jonathas, Tale of, xxiv, 216-d4d. 

Justinian, 14/ 185, 22/433. 

Kennington, Henry V. there, 39. 

Lancelot de Lake, 14/ 195. 

Learn to Die, Treatise on, zxiii, 
117/205, 178. 

Lucy, Walter (haberdasher, Lon- 
don), payments to him for sta- 
tionery m Privy-Seal OflSce, lix 
note, Ixii, Ixiv, Ixv, Ixviii. 

Male RegUy Ze, xii, xiii, 25-39. 
Margaret, St., 89/421. 
Marleburgh, T., xxviii, xxxv. 
Massey, Mr., xxxv, 57/ 10. 
Medea, 84/302. 
Meun, John de, his Bomance of the 

Rose, 83/281. 
Mistress, Hocc!eve*s humourous Ba- 

lade on his, xxxviii note. 
Mokkyng, Nich., has corrody at 

Southwick Priory, xxvi, Ixviii. 
Money, Lady, Chan$ofi to, xxix, 

xxxviii note. 
Ma Reg. 17 D 6, 255. 

Newgate, 62/8. 

Offord, a fellow clerk of Hoccleve, 

xxxv, 6O/26, 62/8. 
Oldcastle, Sir John, Ballad to him 

on his heresy, 8 ; his riots (1414), 

20/385. 
Ovid, his Remedy of Love, 8O/204, 

82/246. 



PauFs Head Tavern, xii, 29/143. 
Pelham, Sir John, Treasurer of the 

Wars, lix note. 
PhUlipps Ma, xlii, 1—72. 
Picara, tutor to Henry (V.) Prince 

of Wales, xxxv, 50/ 40. 
Pisan, Christine de, Epistle ofOupid, 

92 : extracts from it, 243. 
Prentys, a fellow clerk of Hoccleve, 

xxxv, 35/321. 
Privy-Seal Office, ix note, xiv, li 

se^q., 31/188, 35/308, IO6/296; 

Pnvy-Seal Documents, xxix. 
Prophete, John, Keeper of Privy 

Seal,' xiv, Ix note. 
Pnrde, Thomas, xi note 1. 

Regement of Princes, Hoccleve's, xiii 

Ac; Ballad, as Envoy to it, 61. 
Richard IL, his bones moved to 

Westminster, 47 ; as also his 

Queen's, 48/39. 
Rouen, Duke of Gloucester at Siege 

of, xxiii, 132/610. 

Selden MS., collation of Letter of 
Chipid, 72 seqq.; coUation of (Jom^ 
plaint, 95 seqq. 

Shirley MS. xliv, xiv, 249. 

Somer, Sir Henry, Sub-treasurer, 
and Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
xiii, xxxiv, 68, 69, 60, 64 ; see 
Hoccleve, 

Southampton, 8. 

Southwick Priory, Hants, xxvi, 
IxviiL 

Tanner MS., collation of Letter of 

(hipid, 72 seqq. 
Temple, London, xiii, 64/9. 
Theodosius, IO/51. 
Trinity MS., Cambr., collation of 

Letter of Oupid with, 249. 
TuUy, 122/344. 

Ulysses, 33/251. 

Vegetius, 130/ 561. 
Virgin Mary, xxvii, xxviii, 1, 48, 
68, 67. 

Welde, John, Hoccleve's Clerk, xiii, 
XX, xxi, xlix, Ivi, Ixviii note, Ixii 
note 5* 
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VVeltoD, Robt, Ixii note 2. 

Westminster, xxxi, 102/ 1 83; Richard 
II/s bones brought to the Abbey, 
47; Westm. Gate, xii, 3O/178; 
Westni. Hull, xxii, 98/72. 



Westmorland, Countess of. xxr, 
xxxiv, 242. 

York, Duke of, xxxiv, 49, 61 note ; 
Duchess of York, xxxiv, 50. 
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HOCCLEVE'S RHYMES AND CHAUCER'S 

VIRELAYS. 

[Reprinted from The Athenaum, March 4, 1893, p. 281.] 

Chaucer tells us that he wrote ** virelayes " ; see * Legend of 
Good Women/ 423. Unfortunately, they are all lost but two ; 
and these two do not seem to have been noticed. 

There is a so-called * Virelay ' in Moxon's edition, p. 439 ; but 
it was first attributed to Chaucer by Stowe in 1561, and is of 
quite late date ; see my edition of the * Minor Poems,' p. zxxL 
I shall only observe here that it is not a true virelay ; for the 
rhymes do not recur as they should. 

The sole existing specimens both occur in 'Anelida,' lines 
256-271 and 317-332. The arrangement of rhymes is as follows : 
aaahcuwhf followed by hhbabhha. The repetition of the same 
rhymes in a different order is the essential point in a virelay. 

In Dr. Fumivall's excellent new edition of Hoccleve I find 
some more examples, though they are not uoted as being sucL 
I wish to draw attention to them, as they are of high interest. 

Take, for example, Balade lY., at p. 39. The editor says, '' in 
five-measure eights, ahahi bcbc.** This is true as far as it goes, 
but does not convey any adequate idea of the extreme intricacy 
of the metre. The description given only applies to the first 
stanza. But cUl the other stanzas actually employ the very same 
rhymes, but in a veering order. In the whole poem of forty 
lines there are but three rhymes, viz. in -cU, in -ee, and in -ay. 
And this is the order of them. 

First stanza : cibab, Icbc, 

Second stanza : cbcb, baba. 

Third stanza : abab, bcbc. (Same as the first.) 

Fourth stanza : c^, baba, (Same as the second.) 

fifth stanza : acac, cbcb. 

There are here three variations in the order. 

Balade Y. (p. 41) is another specimen of intricate rhyming. 



2 HOCGLEYB 8 BHTMES AND CHAUOEB 8 YIBELAT8. 

The formula is as follows for the four stanzas : (1) abab, bcbc, 
(2) the same, (3) the same, (4) the same. In the thirty-two lines 
there are but three rhymes. 

Balade VL (p. 42) is precisely like it. ' However, neither of 
these is a virelay ; there is no veer. 

Balade Yin. (p. 47) furnishes us with a still more intricate 
specimen. The first ^ve stanzas arrange the rhymes as in Balade 
TV. above. But there is a new arrangement in stanza 6, viz. 
bcbc, caca. Hence there are here four variations instead of three. 
In forty-eight lines there are but three rhymes, viz. in -ee^ -ouit, 
and -eye, A knowledge of this is important phonetically ; for a 
rhyme in -ey (instead of the feminine -eye) would be inadmissibleu 

Balade IX. is interesting as reproducing the metre in ' Anelida,' 
220-255, 281-316 ; so we know whence the form of it came. 

Balade XII. is an excellent specimen of a virelay. In th« 
three stanzas we get the three varieties, as in Balade lY., stanzas 
1, 2, and 5. The three rhymes are -ent^ -esae^ -ee. 

Balade XIIL begins with an excellent virelay. The first three 
stanzas are, in form, precisely like Balade XII. ; but all the 
rhymes are feminine. The rhyme-endings are -esse, -inge, -atUe. 
Stanza 4 is, metrically, rather a drop, as it introduces new 
rhymes. But the roundel that succeeds is good. 

Balade XIY. is a virelay. The first and third stanzas end 
alike, viz. in abab, bcbc. The second stanza has cbcb, bctba. 

Balade XY. is a virelay, precisely like Balade XIL 

Hence Hoccleve actually presents us with true virelays in 
Balades XII., XY., and three stanzas of XIIL, with three vari- 
ations. Balade lY. is another, but the third and fourth stanzas 
are additional, and merely repeat the rhymes of the first and 
second. Balade YIII. introduces yet a fourth variation. Balade 
XIY. has but two variations. 

We can all guess whence Hoccleve learnt his metres. It seems 
to me a most interesting fact that, though we have not got many 
of Chaucer's eight-line virelays, we now know precisely how they 
all went. 

Waltkb W. Skbat. 



[Correction for HoccloTe's Minor Poems, I., p. 217.] 



"MAGGE, THE GOOD[E] KOW."— p. 217. 

[Reprinted from The Academy, April 1, 1893, pp. 285-6.] 

"THE COW IS wood" IN CHAUCEB. 

Cambridge: March 19, 1898. 

Ik the New English Dlctionaiy, 8.v. chough, we learn that cow 
here means '* chough " ; viz., in the '* Wife of Bath's Prologae/' 
1. 232. I once further explained (in the Aoademt, April 5, 
1890) that the allusion is to a story of *<The Tell-tale Bird" 
kind, so well discussed by Mr. Ciouston in Originals and Analogues, 
p. 437 (Chaucer Society). 

In Dr. Fumivairs new edition of ffoccleve there is a capital 
example of a similar usage; and (with Dr. Furnivall's kind 
permission) I beg leave to call attention to it, because it seems 
to have escaped notice. I must quote the whole of two stanzas 
on p. 217: 

** Frend, looth me were * nay * seye vnto yow, 
But y suppose, it may noon othir be ; 
Lest wommen vnto Magge, the good[e] kow. 
Me likne, and thus seye — ' O, beholde and sto 
The double man I O, yondir, lo, gooth he 
That hony first yaf , and now yeueth galle ; 
He f o in herte is vnto wommen alie ; 

" Til he of wommen oute wordes wikke, 
He fastynge is, him seemeth ; al the day 
Out of his mowth lesynges swarmen thikke ; 
On wommen no good word affoorthe he may ; 
And if he wel speke or wryte, is no nay. 
He nat meneth as he spekith or writ : 
O lewde dotepol 1 straw for his wit 1 " 

In the last line but one the printed text has meuslhf t.s, 
** moveth." I read it as meneth, i,e., " meaneth." The verb oute 
means ** utter." I would further suggest that the MS. reading, 



''HAGOB, THE GOOD[e] KOW. 



it 



the good cow, is a scribal error for the woods cow, 1.0., " the mad 
jack-daw." The scribe evidently missed the point, and avoided 
writing what (to him) seemed to be nonsense. 
I now give a sufficient paraphrase : 

" My friend, it would grieve me to refuse you, but I suppose I 
cannot do otherwise (than translate, as you ask me to do, a tale 
about an evil woman). I fear lest women should liken me to 
Mag, the mad jack-daw, and say — 'Behold the double-minded 
man ! See yonder, there goes he who formerly gave men honey, 
and now gives them gall ; he is a foe, at heart, to all womankind. 
He seems to himself to be fasting, till he utters wicked words 
about women. lies swarm thickly out of his mouth. He cannot 
afford women one good word; and if ever he speaks or writes 
well of us, it c9,nnot be denied that he does not mean what he 
speaks or writes. Ignorant blockhead ! A straw for his wit I ' " 

Not only have we here a new allusion to the evil words which 
jack-daws speak of women, but we have what I suppose to be 
by far the earliest example of the name Mag (Margaret) as 
applied to a chattering bird. Shakspere has '' magot-pie,'' and 
modern English has '' magpie." It would be interesting to learn 
if some other MS. can be found in wluch the original word tcoode 
(or vxxle) is retained. 

Walter W. Skeat. 



I don't know of another copy of this Link between Hoccleve's two stories 
from the Oesta Jtornanarum. — F. J. F. 
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